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Instruction
Accelerated Placement Program 1

The District provides an Accelerated Placement Program (APP). The APP advances the District’s goal of 
providing educational programs with opportunities for each student to develop to his or her maximum 
potential.2 The APP provides an educational setting with curriculum options usually reserved for students 
who are older or in higher grades than the student participating in the APP.3 APP options include, but may 
not be limited to: (a) accelerating a student in a single subject; (b) other grade-level acceleration; and (c) 
early entrance to kindergarten or first grade.4 Participation in the APP is open to all students who 
demonstrate high ability and who may benefit from accelerated placement. It is not limited to students who 
have been identified as gifted and talented.5 Eligibility to participate in the District’s APP shall not be 
conditioned upon the protected classifications identified in Board policy 7:10, Equal Educational 
Opportunities, or any factor other than the student’s identification as an accelerated learner. 6

The Superintendent or designee shall implement an APP that includes:
1. Decision-making processes that are fair, equitable, and involve multiple individuals, e.g. District 

administrators, teachers, and school support personnel, and a student’s parent(s)/guardian(s). 7
2. Processes that provide a student’s parent(s)/guardian(s) with: 8

a. Written notification when their child is eligible for enrollment in accelerated courses; and
b. Notification of a decision affecting their child’s participation in the APP.

3. Assessment processes that include multiple valid, reliable indicators. 9
4. The automatic enrollment, in the following school term, of a student into the next most rigorous 

level of advanced coursework offered by the high school if the student meets or exceeds State 

1 State law requires this subject matter be covered by policy and controls its content. 105 ILCS 5/14A (the Accelerated 
Placement Act (APA)); 23 Ill.Admin.Code Part 227. Ill. State Board of Education (ISBE) rules require this policy to be posted on 
the district website, if available. 23 Ill.Admin.Code §227.60(a). ISBE rules also require districts to annually report, by July 31, 
demographic information regarding students participating in accelerated placement. 23 Ill.Admin.Code §227.60(c).

2 Optional. Ensure this statement matches the board’s current educational philosophy and objectives. See sample policy 6:10, 
Educational Philosophy and Objectives.

3 105 ILCS 5/14A-17, amended by P.A. 103-263; 23 Ill.Admin.Code §227.5.
4 Id. For high school districts, delete “; and (c) early entrance to kindergarten or first grade” and insert the word “and” between 

(a) and (b).
Attorneys disagree whether the APA conflicts with 105 ILCS 5/10-20.12 (School year – School age.). The APA requires 

accelerated placement to include “early entrance to kindergarten or first grade.” 105 ILCS 5/14A-17. 105 ILCS 5/10-20.12 permits 
districts to offer early entrance to kindergarten or first grade “based upon an assessment of the student’s readiness to attend school.” 
105 ILCS 5/10-20.12 also states that students may enter first grade early when they: (1) are assessed for readiness; (2) have attended 
a non-public preschool and continued their education at that school through kindergarten; (3) were taught in kindergarten by an 
appropriately certified teacher; and (4) will attain the age of 6 years on or before December 31. Id. See sample policy 7:50, School 
Admissions and Student Transfers To and From Non-District Schools. Consult the board attorney for guidance.

5 105 ILCS 5/14A-32(a)(1); 23 Ill.Admin.Code §227.5.
6 105 ILCS 5/14A-25.
7 105 ILCS 5/14A-32(a)(2) requires that the accelerated placement policy include “a fair and equitable decision-making 

process that involves multiple persons and includes a student’s parents or guardians” but does not specify what individuals are to 
be involved or limit those individuals to district employees. Amend this listing to align with the local board’s preference.

8 Id. at (a-25), added by P.A. 103-743, and (a)(3).
9 Id. at (a)(4).



standards in English language arts, mathematics, or science on a State assessment administered 
under 105 ILCS 5/2-3.64a-5, as follows: 10

a. A student who meets or exceeds State standards in English language arts shall be 
automatically enrolled into the next most rigorous level of advanced coursework in 
English, social studies, humanities, or related subjects.

b. A student who meets or exceeds State standards in mathematics shall be automatically 
enrolled into the next most rigorous level of advanced coursework in mathematics.

c. A student who meets or exceeds State standards in science shall be automatically enrolled 
into the next most rigorous level of advanced coursework in science. 

5. Waiver of a course completion requirement under Board policy 6:300, Graduation Requirements, 
if the District determines that the student has demonstrated mastery of or competency in the content 
of the course or unit of instruction. 11

The Superintendent or designee shall annually notify the community, parent(s)/guardian(s), students, and 
school personnel about the APP, the process for referring a student for possible evaluation for accelerated 
placement, and the methods used to determine whether a student is eligible for accelerated placement, 
including strategies to reach groups of students and families who have been historically underrepresented 
in accelerated placement programs and advanced coursework.12 Notification may: (a) include varied 
communication methods, such as student handbooks and District or school websites; and (b) be provided 
in multiple languages, as appropriate. 13

10 Required only for districts with grades 9-12 by 105 ILCS 5/14A-32(a-5), amended by P.A.s 102-209 and 103-743. Delete 
for elementary school districts. This provision originally applied to “a student who meets or exceeds State standards” but was 
amended by P.A. 103-743 to only apply to “a student who meets or exceeds State standards.” P.A. 103-743 also added new 105 
ILCS 5/14A-32(a-10), requiring that by the beginning of the 2027-28 school year, districts with grades 9-12 state in their policy 
that “a student who meets State standards” will, in the following school term (the 2028-29 school year), be automatically enrolled 
in the next most rigorous level of advanced coursework offered by the high school. Nothing in the law prohibits districts from 
continuing to offer automatic enrollment to students who meet State standards before the 2028-29 school year. Consult with the 
board attorney to determine whether to keep or strike “meets or” from Item #4 and its subsections (a)-(c). 

Though not set forth explicitly in the statute, ISBE asserts that 105 ILCS 5/14A-32(a-5), amended by P.A.s 102-209 and 103-
743, is limited to “[d]istricts with grades 9-12.” See ISBE Accelerated Placement Policy Guidance for Districts Frequently Asked 
Questions (May 2024), at: www.isbe.net/Documents/Accelerated-Placement-Act-FAQ.pdf. The FAQ further explains that districts 
must “have the automatic enrollment policy in place prior to the start of the school year 2023-24 and districts will use scores from 
that school year to automatically enroll students during school year 2024-25.” Id.

A district must provide the parents/guardians of a student eligible for automatic enrollment with the option to instead enroll 
in alternative coursework that better aligns with the student’s postsecondary education or career goals. For a student entering grade 
12, the next most rigorous level of advanced coursework in English language arts or mathematics must be a dual credit course (as 
defined in the Dual Credit Quality Act, 110 ILCS 27/5), an Advanced Placement course (as defined in the College and Career 
Success for All Students Act, 105 ILCS 302/10), or an International Baccalaureate course. The same is true for all other subjects, 
except that the next most rigorous level of advanced coursework may also include an honors class, an enrichment opportunity, a 
gifted program, or another program offered by the district. 105 ILCS 5/14A-32(a-15), amended by P.A. 102-209 and renumbered 
by P.A. 103-743. See sample administrative procedure 6:135-AP, Accelerated Placement Program Procedures.

For a description of State assessments, see www.isbe.net/Pages/Assessment.aspx.
11 Optional and only for districts with grades 9-12. 105 ILCS 5/14A-32(a-20), added by P.A. 103-743.
12 Optional. 105 ILCS 5/14A-32(b)(1) permits, but does not require “procedures for annually informing the community at-

large, including parents or guardians, community-based organizations, and providers of out-of-school programs, about the 
accelerated placement program and the methods used for the identification of children eligible for accelerated placement, including 
strategies to reach groups of students and families who have been historically underrepresented in accelerated placement programs 
and advanced coursework[.]”

13 Optional. 105 ILCS 5/14A does not require this but it is a recommended best practice and aligns with sample policy 7:10, 
Equal Educational Opportunities.

http://www.isbe.net/Documents/Accelerated-Placement-Act-FAQ.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Assessment.aspx
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