NAVARRO INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

Subject: SB 401 Homeschool Participation in UIL Extracurricular Activities

Date: July, 21, 2025

Administrator Responsible/Position: Mandy Epley, Superintendent of Schools

A. Purpose of Agenda Item:
[J Information Action Needed [J Receive Input
Only

B. Authority for This Action:
Local Policy Law or Rule O N/A

C. Priority, Goal, or Need Addressed:
[J Strategic Plan [J District/Campus Other
Improvement
Plan
Priorities
[J Priority 1: Recruiting, Hiring, Coaching, and Retaining High Quality Teachers and Staff
to Support Student Outcomes.
[J Priority 2: Maximizing Academic Performance.

Priority 3: Maximizing Co-Curricular and Extra-Curricular Opportunities, Performance,
and Engagement.

[J Priority 4: Planning, Preparing, and Maintaining Facilities and Environments for
Learning.

[J Priority 5: Obtaining and Maintaining Top Rated District Recognition

Board Goals for 2023-2028
[J Goal 1*: The percent of 3rd grade students that score meets grade level or above on
STAAR Reading will increase from 49% to 60% by June 2024, 65% for 2024-2025, 70%
for 2025-2026, 75% for 2026-2027, 80% for 2027-2028. (HB3 Required Goal)

[J Goal 2*: Increased overall student performance in mathematics to 85% Meets Standard
by 2028.
The percent of 3rd grade students that score meets grade level or above on STAAR Math
will increase from 53% to 65% by June 2024, 70% for 2024-2025, 75% for 2025-2026,
80% for 2026-2027, 85% for 2027-2028. (HB3 Required Goal)

[J Goal 3*:The percentage of graduates that meet the criteria for CCMR will increase from
72% to 88% by August 2024 and increase to 95% by 2028. (HB3 Required Goal)

D.

Summary: SB 401: Under this new law, schools must provide opportunities for homeschool
students to participate in UIL activities UNLESS the school district board of




Background
Information:

trustees adopts a policy declining to grant non-enrolled students this opportunity.
School districts must adopt such a policy by September 1, 2025 to opt out.

Until, and if, a school board adopts a policy to opt out of allowing homeschool
student participation, this new law states homeschool students are eligible to
participate in UIL activities for that school. UIL activities for the 2025-2026
school year start prior to September 1, 2025. However, the deadline for adopting
this policy is September 1, 2025 to give schools time to contemplate and make a
decision.

Policy revisions are in exhibit and would be presented for action at the July
Board meeting.

During the 89™ Legislative Session, SB 401 was passed into law related to
homeschool students participating in UIL activities. This law creates two main
changes to the current status of homeschool participation in UIL activities as
outlined below:

2024-25 School SB 401 Change for 2025-26 School Year
Year

ISDs can OPT IN ISDs shall provide homeschool participation unless the school board

to allow votes to OPT OUT of allowing homeschool participation

homeschool

participation

Homeschool Homeschool students may participate in UIL activities at the school closest
students may to the student’s residential address that does allow homeschool
participate in UIL | participation, if the school to which they are zoned OPTS OUT

activities at the of homeschool participation.

school that the
student would be
eligible to attend
based on the
student’s
residential address
if the school has
OPTED IN to
allow homeschool
participation.

School District Option
The bill contains the following language related to an ISD’s option:

“(c-2) Not later than the date specified under league rule, the board of trustees of a
school district or the governing body of an open-enrollment charter school may
adopt a policy declining to grant non-enrolled students the opportunity to participate
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in league activities.”

This means a school is required to allow homeschool participation unless the
school board adopts a policy to opt out of allowing it.

In the 2024-25 school year, UIL required schools to opt in to allow homeschool
participation by August 1* for those homeschool students to be eligible for varsity
participation. Under this new law, homeschool students are eligible to participate
at your ISD unless your school board opts out.

To accommodate this new law, UIL is setting the date for opting out as September
1, 2025. In subsequent years, that date will be August 1* for any change in status
a school board votes to take. For example, if your school does not opt out for this
coming school year, and wishes later to do so for 2026-2027, that change must be
made by August 1, 2026.

To review, ISDs must opt out of allowing homeschool participation by September
1, 2025 or homeschool students are able to participate in UIL activities, as written
in law.

Options for Homeschool Students

This bill also provides additional opportunities for homeschool students to
participate in UIL activities. If the school where the student resides adopts a
policy that does not allow participation, the student may participate at the school
closest to the student’s home address that does allow homeschool participation:

“(e-1) If'the school that a non-enrolled student would be eligible to attend under
Subsection (e) is subject to a policy adopted under Subsection (c-2), the student may
participate in a league activity for the closest school, based on geographic proximity
to the student's residential address, that is not subject to a policy adopted under
Subsection (c-2).”

Schools that allow homeschool participation are not required to allow homeschool
students from outside of their school district to participate in UIL activities for
their schools. The law allows it, but does not require it.

The bill also contains language that indicates schools should “provide a
non-enrolled student, who otherwise meets league eligibility standards to
represent that school in a league activity, with the opportunity to participate in
the activity on behalf of the school in the same manner that the school provides
the opportunity to participate to students enrolled in the school.”

UIL staff is continuing to develop rules for implementing this section regarding
the “in the same manner” as enrolled students language included in the law.




Additional rules and information for implementing this law will be shared as soon
as they are available. It is important for schools to note the change in law from an
opt in to an opt out.

E. Comments Received:
LT (J DEIC (J Other

All agenda items are reviewed by the Superintendent's Leadership Team.

F.

Administrative Administration recommends the school district
Recommendation: board of trustees adopts policy declining to grant
non-enrolled students/ homeschool students the
opportunity to participate in UIL activities.
School districts must adopt such a policy by
September 1, 2025 to opt out.
G. Fiscal Impact and Cost: Amount: If non enrolled students are allowed to
participate, additional funds would be needed to support participation for those students.
Budget [J Grant/Special [J Other
[J Bond Funds
H. Exhibits: Revisions to FM (Local) and FD (Local) recommended by TASB Policy
Action: i
I move to “approve/ disapprove/ postpone the changes to policy FM (Local)
and FD (Local) declining to grant non-enrolled students the opportunity to
participate in University Interscholastic League activities.”
Motion by: second by:
FOR: J. Frederick, D. Gilliam, L. Gosch, D. Reinhard, M. Sartain, C. Scheib, B. Stephenson

AGAINST: J. Frederick, D. Gilliam, L. Gosch, D. Reinhard, M. Sartain, C. Scheib, B. Stephenson
ABSTAIN: J. Frederick, D. Gilliam, L. Gosch, D. Reinhard, M. Sartain, C. Scheib, B. Stephenson

MOTION CARRIED/DENIED/POSTPONED



