
What is the SBEI?
The Sustainable Built Environment Initiative
(SBEI) at Michigan State University (MSU)
began as a pilot in 2013 as a means of assisting
communities to address physical planning,
design and land use issues. It offers a graphic
r,isioning process that provides citizens with
a set of images and recommendations to guide

improvements in their community with a
sustainability theme. The SBEI builds on more

than a decade of success of the former MSU Small
Town Design Initiative by providing a "go-to" source

for Michigan's communities for physical sustainable

design assistance in community development
and land use.
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MSU Extension (MSLJE) and drc School of Planning, Design

and Construction (SPDC) have jointly developed SBEI to
address sustainability challenges and improve the quality of
life in Michigan's co--unities. The partnership allows for an

inrcgrated approach to solving complex community problems

through the diverse expertise found within SPDC, including
Construction Management, Interior Design, Landscape
Architecture and Urban & Regronal Planning, along with
MSUE's institutes and Extension educators.
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httos ://www.canr.msu.edu/s ndc/research-outreach/sbei 
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Objectives
.Work with communities to develop sustainable
planning and design ideas for local issues

and opportunities;
.Build consensus and generate ideas to address

challenging sustainability concerns;
.Act as a bridge between communities and

consulting planning and design professionals; and
.Provide in-community student leaming, and serve

as a creative and scholarly outreach and

engagement work endeavor involving campus
faculty and field Extension educators.
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