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1. Describe the public hearing which was held for the purpose of assessing support for
the establishment of this public charter school. Include the number of attendees and
the feedback and/or public comments that were received.

The public hearing for the BJHS conversion charter was held on June 1, 2021. It was
advertised in the Batesville Guard on May 7, 2021, and thereafter each week in May. The
public hearing was also advertised on social media and through our Remind communication
tool. This meeting was in person and also offered virtually. Sixteen people attended the public
hearing in person. The public hearing was recorded and also shared with stakeholders with a
question submission form. Through social media outlets 2,727 people were reached. A team
of teachers presented the conversion charter goals and extended opportunities for students.
No questions were posed the night of the public hearing, and all feedback was positive. Many
expressed, in particular, the student-advisory panel offered valuable feedback and were very
excited about some of the potential opportunities that would be offered in the future.

Pioneer Virtual Academy is the virtual option that has been approved for Batesville School
District through ADE: DESE'’s digital learning plan. Since this is a complete building
conversion charter, this virtual component would be a part of the conversion charter for BJHS.

2. Describe the educational need for the charter. Include quantitative data related to
academic achievement.

The Batesville Junior High School Conversion Charter will expand learning opportunities for
students by allowing them to explore their interests in junior high, investigate career learning
opportunities to grow their interests, and create community connections that will expand the
local workforce and increase the economic success of the community and Independence
County. BJHS conversion is a district conversion charter for the junior high campus.

Data :

According to the most recent United States Census data, Batesville is the second oldest
municipality and the oldest city in Arkansas covering almost 12 square miles. In the Batesville
area, 26.3% of the eligible workforce have earned advanced degrees while 83.5% of the
workforce have a high school diploma or less. Approximately 17.4% of individuals live in
poverty which is 5.8% above the national average of 11.8%. When comparing the average
income from 2018 Batesville was $26,274 and the national income was $32,621. The largest
employer in Independence County is White River Medical Center which is one reason there is
an increased demand for the Batesville community to grow the local workforce and to expand
job opportunities. Batesville School District (BSD) is a focal point in the community and
additional educational support can grow students academically while growing the community
workforce, this charter will open doors to expand the local workforce leading to a decrease in
the poverty rate. Collaboration between schools and business organizations will promote
student success, maximize financial and human resources, and advance essential
competencies to impact students in school and the future.

BSD comprises six schools and a preschool program with approximately 3,100 students in the
K-12 settings. BSD has three K-5 elementary schools, a junior high school, and a high school.
Batesville Junior High School (BJHS) serves students in grades 6-8 and is the feeder program
to the high school. BJHS has an enrollment of 762 students and is the only school that feeds
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into Batesville Charter High School in the Batesville School District located in Independence
County.

BJHS, 2020-2021 data from the Arkansas Department of Education (ADE) Data Center
website reflects the school’s poverty rate is 52%, English Learners make up 13.7%, and the
number of students eligible to receive special education services is 13.6%.

In examining the data in My School Info for BJHS, the following was found:

2016-17 School Year: BJHS Public School Rating was designated a C letter grade with an
Overall ESSA School Index being 71.37 with the State Average being 72.59; the BJHS ESSA
School Index Weighted Achievement score was 63.02 with the State Average being 69.15;
the BJHS Value Added Growth Score was 79.4 with the State Average being 80.4. These
data indicate that BJHS needed improvement in achievement and growth.

The BJHS staff believes the involvement and input of parents, guardians, and members of
the community are central to student success. BJHS is a Community School Model School,
which takes an integrated approach to meet the needs of the whole child. Batesville and
Independence County parents and community members have long-supported the schools
programs. BJHS seeks to engage parents, guardians, and community members from the
onset to express our desire to work together for the development of BJHSstudents. The
school will host parent/guardian nights in the weeks leading up to the first day of classes with
an open house to help inform parents and pursue involvement in the development of school
programs. The school will provide the services of an interpreter for English-Spanish speaking
parents/guardians and additional paraprofessionals support from the English Language
Learner (ELL) program. Emphasis will be placed on the mission statement of BJHS with
Students First Everyday: Academically, Socially, and Mentally. The parents/guardians will
have access to the superintendent’s monthly newsletter, Souped Up! where they will be
informed of the many student activities offered and highlights of parents and community
members involved with students in activities and projects.

BJHS will work with White River Medical Center, ARCare, and other health care entities to
develop medical pathway exploration opportunities. Through Impact Independence County,
the district also participates in community collaborative groups including: Healthy Living &
Well-Being Hub, Economic Prosperity, Tourism, and Education. The President/CEO of the
Batesville Area Chamber of Commerce, Crystal Johnson, will participate as a community
member and liaison for BJHS. The goal of BJHS is to continue to have regular campus visits
from parents/guardians and community members who are experts in their respective skilled
trade areas, emphasising the Pioneer pathways of medical, STEAM, and digital media. These
interactions will increase the exposure students have to the vast and unique skills available
allowing for a deeper exploration of career pathways.

2017-18 School Year: BJHS Public School Rating was a B with an Overall ESSA School
Index being 70.7 with the State Average being 69.97; the BJHS ESSA School Index Weighted
Achievement score was 60.94 with the State Average being 61.72; the BJHS Value Added
Growth Score was 79.71 with the State Average being 80.54;

2018-19 School Year: BJHS Public School Rating was a C with an Overall ESSA School
Index being 68.46 with the State Average being 70.16 ; the BJHS ESSA School Index
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Weighted Achievement score was 61.81 with the State Average being 61.87; the BJHS Value
Added Growth Score was 78.18 with the State Average being 80.79;

Each year the math, science and English departments disaggregate the American College
Test (ACT) Aspire and Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) data by department to
determine areas that are in need of improvement. Each department identifies areas of focus
and a plan is developed by the teachers to work to improve in those areas. Through this
process, one targeted area for improvement are students reading assessment results. As ELA
data was reviewed, it became clear that the reading component of the ELA composite was
being compromised by students’ reading performance.

Enrollment at BJHS has steadily increased over the past six years. In August 2015, BJHS had
an enrollment of approximately 660 students and the projected enroliment for the 2021-2022
school year will be over 770 students. This is almost a 17% increase over six years.

The demographics of BJHS is changing. During the 2016-17 school year the total enrollment
was approximately 679 students. BJHS was 15.2% Hispanic/Latino, 5.3% African American,
and 74.3 % White. At that time, 50% of the students were low income students, 10% of the
students were eligible to receive Special Education services and 12% of the students were
identified as ELL. During the 2019-20 school year the total enroliment was approximately 745
students. Of those students 21.5% were Hispanic/Latino, 6.6% were African American, and
68.7% were White. Also 55% of the students were low income, 14% qualified for Special
Education services and 12% were identified as ELLs. Next school year (2020-21), BJHS is
projected to have an enroliment of 770 based on the current Batesville School District
enrollment figures. BJHS continues to grow in population and diversity including the number
of students who qualify for free and reduced meals..

SCHOOL INFORMATION

2022-2023 | 2023-2024 | 2024-2025 | 2025-2026 | 2026-2027
Grades to be Offered 6-8 6-8 6-8 6-8 6-8
Enrollment Cap 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000

3. What type of educational model will the school follow?

0 Traditional
1 100% Virtual
1 College Prep

[J Credit Recovery/ALE

X Other:

and flexibility for a virtual/remote option for Pioneer Virtual Academy.
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4. Provide the mission statement of the proposed charter school:

Students First Everyday: Academically, Socially, and Mentally. Developing well rounded
students to succeed in the world of today and tomorrow.

5. Provide a list and brief description of the programmatic features that the school will
implement in order to accomplish the mission.

Batesville Junior High School administrators began conversations with the students, families,
staff, and community members to find ways to support students to become well rounded
individuals who could face the world of today and tomorrow. Based on the collective feedback,
BJHS leadership designed a building-wide conversion charter plan to address student
opportunities called Pioneer Pathways that put students first everyday by focusing on academic,
social, and mental excellence. These three areas: academic, social, and mental excellence, will
be the campus -wide charter focus for the conversion charter. The Pioneer Pathways offer
students the opportunity to explore their future through science, technology, engineering, arts,
and mathematics (STEAM), digital media, and medical pathways that will help students
transition to Batesville Charter High School Pioneer Academies. Student interest surveys will be
used to expand Explore course offerings.

Academic Excellence

Student success relies on schools moving toward a model of preparing students for additional
education and training after high school. To accomplish this, expanded academic options at the
junior high level is key to prepare students. The Batesville Junior High School (BJHS) charter
will provide students the opportunity to explore introductory electives that connect to Batesville
Charter High School Pioneer Academies. BJHS will accomplish this by embedding courses into
existing classes to allow students access to other electives they could not previously experience
without the model. Arkansas History would be embedded in 7th and 8th grade history. We plan
to embed health into physical education at grades 6-8. BJHS is also considering embedding a
performing art credit in English for grade 7 or grade 8. The district plans to submit course
approvals for any embedded course through the ADE: DESE course approval system for
approval prior to the charter beginning in 2022. These new electives will focus on STEAM, digital
media, graphic design, and medical pathways. Students will be given the opportunity to take
advanced courses in math, English, science, history, and visual arts with a future potential to
earn early high school credits. Additionally, students will have flexible scheduling options to
further personalize their educational experience to best meet their needs for their Pioneer
Pathway experience. Along with Pioneer Pathways, BJHS proposes a virtual learning
experience for students who require options in public education. Batesville Junior High Pioneer
Virtual Academy will provide a public education option to students who learn best in a self-paced
learning environment.




Social Excellence

Batesville Junior High School (BJHS) will implement current and new programs starting in sixth
grade to help students become well rounded to successfully navigate the world of today and
tomorrow. These programs will help bridge the skill gap between elementary and high school
social development so students can be more successful throughout their Pioneer Pathways.
The conversion charter model will offer programs like, Leader in Me, that will be implemented
campus wide to create a culture of trust and engagement while empowering students to lead
their own lives through making a difference in others. The Leader in Me is an effective program
that changes a child's future by helping him/her learn to manage priorities, focus on goals, and
be a positive influence. As a district conversion charter, the entire campus population will have a
focus on creating and empowering students to become leaders in their school community.
Leader in Me unites students, staff, and families around a common goal to prepare students with
college, career, and life readiness skills that are necessary to thrive in today's ever-changing,
fast-paced environment. BJHS will provide students with the tools to achieve these goals and
develop student voice and choice. Leaders in the community will also partner with certain
disciplines to build the student’s social experience throughout their junior high pathway

Mental Excellence

The Batesville Junior High School (BJHS) staff will receive professional development to promote
students' mental, physical, and emotional well being. . All staff will be Mental Health First Aid
certified to support students. Furthermore, BJHS will offer a full-time behavioral interventionist
and provide school-based mental health services to students. Through the district community
schools model, additional services to meet the physical and emotional needs of students will be
offered. Cyber safety and life skill courses will be embedded and offered to all students
throughout their academic career at Batesville Junior High. This will include an experience in
the Principal’s Council that will give students a voice in their educational experiences.

Through this new charter model, BJHS school will become the best junior high school in the
area by following the mission to provide an exceptional educational experience for our students.
Students and staff will focus on continued excellence academically, socially, and mentally.

6. Describe a plan for school improvement that addresses how the conversion charter
school will improve student learning and meet the state educational goals.

School improvement leadership teams that encompass all stakeholder groups will meet
biweekly to discuss the implementation of the charter goals and school improvement plans.
Building leaders will also discuss improvements with Community School Model Site Teams,
and Parent and Family Engagement Teams. Student learning goals and state educational
goals will be monitored through Professional Learning Communities, Response to
Intervention, and Care and Data Consults. School improvement goals focus on
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literacy/reading, math, career exploration, executive function skills, digital citizenship, and
communication. This includes support and acceleration options for families. The teams
review data and evidence in each of these goal areas to determine what action steps need to
be added to the school improvement plan.

The purpose of the Arkansas Educational Support and Accountability System is to ensure all
children have access to opportunities for a high quality education and to make progress in
closing achievement gaps. Arkansas’s accountability system, Every Student Succeeds Act
(ESSA), has four components, Weighted Achievement, School Value Added Growth, School
Quality and Student Success (SQSS). The most up to date ESSA data is the 2018-2019
scores. BJHS earned an overall score of 68.46 (C). To earn a B, a score of 69.94 will need to
be achieved. The goal is to not only earn a score of B, it is to surpass the score and earn a
score of 75.59 or higher which is an A. The Pioneer Pathways will provide experiences that
connect students to their learning thus increasing student achievement, students growth, and
attendance. This will ultimately lead to an increased ESSA score.

The BJHS charter will provide classroom opportunities for students to learn how to self assess
socially and academically. Hattie's (2020) research states that self efficacy has an effect size
of .92. This is one of the highest factors related to student achievement. Students taking
ownership in their learning will also assist in growing the baseline data for Batesville High
School's ESSA score. Students at an early age will learn to self assess, establish learning
and career goals and begin earning high school credits in 8th grade. The high school will be
able to ensure students are on track to earn ontime credits, community service learning, and
graduate with all necessary requirements.

Student success plans and collaborating with parents will be instrumental for student success.
These opportunities will drive conversations to connect students to their learning and to future
careers. When families are connected and when students guide the conference, students take
ownership of their learning. The BJHS charter will have a positive impact on students and the

community they serve.

7. Describe how the licensed employees and parents of the students to be enrolled in
the conversion public charter school will be involved in developing and implementing
the school improvement plan and identifying performance criteria.

BJHS has active Community School Site Teams, a Parent & Family Engagement Team, and
a BJHS Charter Leadership Team that is composed of multiple staff members, parents, and
community stakeholders. These different stakeholders can significantly improve a students
educational environment if they collaborate and share their ideas, goals, and plans.
Additionally, student panel discussions will be used to gather student input on the charter
application. The building principal will conduct regular meetings with the Principal’s Council of
student leaders to provide input, ideas, student opportunities, and school improvement
planning. These teams meet on a regular basis to review school goals and objectives, which
include the school improvement plan and local data. The building leadership will seek input
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for staff, parents, and students through needs assessments and surveys.

Building leadership consulted with students to discuss the goals and planning for a conversion
charter at BJHS for the last two years. Students expressed interest in accelerated
coursework, student tutoring opportunities, and were excited about the possibilities of earning
early high school credit to allow more options for electives and Pioneer Academies at
Batesville Charter High School.

8. Describe how the concerns of licensed employees and parents of students enrolled in
the conversion charter school will be solicited and addressed in evaluating the
effectiveness of the improvement plan.

At BJHS, the involvement and input of employees, parents, guardians, and members of the
community are central to the success of our students. Batesville and Independence County parents
and community members have long supported the educational system. BJHS has an active
Community School Site Team, Parent and Family Engagement Team, and BJHS Charter
Leadership Team. We seek to engage parents, guardians, and community members to work
together for the development of the students of BJHS.

BJHS will solicit feedback from committee members each semester throughout the improvement
plan process. In addition, each team member will gather feedback from the community, parents,
and employees concerning the progress BJHS is making and areas for improvement. Educators will
host parent/guardian nights for each grade level leading up to the first day of classes to help
parents to be aware of and pursue involvement in the development of school programs. If and when
needed, the school will provide the services of an interpreter for non-English speaking
parents/guardians and our paraprofessionals from the district ESOL program.

Partnerships and feedback from parents/guardians and community members to develop Pioneer
Pathways. Feedback will also be gathered from various community partners to develop pathways
related to STEAM, computer science, and medical pathways that align with the BHS Charter. The
President/CEO of the Batesville Area Chamber of Commerce, Crystal Johnson, will participate as a
community member and liaison for BJHS. The goal at BJHS is to continue to have
parents/guardians and community members, who are experts in their respective skilled-trade areas,
emphasizing the Pioneer Pathways of medical, STEAM, and digital media, on campus to increase
the exposure our students have to the vast and unique skills available. These partners will also
provide suggestions and feedback to improve and further the education and opportunities of
students.

In addition, BJHS will utilize their annual Community School Model Survey to gather feedback and
input from all stakeholder groups. The Community School Site Leadership will evaluate survey
feedback and input annually.




9. Establish performance criteria that will be used to measure the school’s progress in
improving student learning and meeting or exceeding the state educational goals.
The mission of the school should be reflected in the performance criteria.

Goal

Measuring Instrument

Increase, from the previous year, the number of students
who score ready or exceeding in reading by five percent
annually.

ACT Aspire & Reading Plus

Increase, from the previous year, the number of students
who will score ready or exceeding in math by three percent
annually.

ACT Aspire

Increase, from the previous year, the number of students
who will score ready or exceeding in science by five
percent annually.

ACT Aspire

100% of students will complete one exploratory class per
year.

COGNOS

Students will enroll in embedded courses to access
additional classes in high school with a starting baseline of
30 percent and increase each year by three percent.

Master Schedule
Counseling Partnerships
Student Led Conferences
Community Schools Family
Engagement

10




CURRICULUM

10.Will the school provide the required courses as outlined in the Standards for
Accreditation and the 38 Required High School Course Offerings? If not, explain what
changes will be made. What additional electives will be offered?

Batesville Junior High School will provide the required courses as outlined in Standards for
Accreditation.

6th Grade Requirements:

English 6 or Accelerated English 6 (both with embedded performing art credit)
Literacy 6

Math 6 or Accelerated Math 6

Science 6 or Accelerated Science 6

Social Studies 6

*Physical Education

Health

Visual Art

Performing Art

*Embedded health credit in Physical Education, Band, and Choir

6th Grade Electives:
*Band

*Choir

EAST

STEAM

Strings

Art Elective

Office Tech Skills
Life Skills

Computer Science

7th Grade Reguirements:

English 7 or Accelerated English 7 (both with embedded fine art credit)
Math 7 or Accelerated Math 7

Science 7 Accelerated Science 7

Social Studies 7 (Embedded AR History Standards)

Arkansas History

Keycode

*Physical Education

Health

Visual Art

Music

Reading

*Embedded health credit in Physical Education, Band, and Choir
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7th Grade Electives:
*Band

*Girls + Boys Athletics
*Choir

EAST + EAST Media
Strings

Engineering
Computer Science
Visual Art
Performing Art
Graphic Design
STEAM

Tools for Learning

8th Grade Requirements:

English 8 or Accelerated English 8 (both with embedded fine art credit)

Math 8 or Algebra |

Science 8 or Accelerated Science 8

Social Studies 8 (Embedded AR History Standards)

Careers

Exploring Business Applications

*Physical Education

Health

Visual Art

Music

*Embedded health credit in Physical Education, Band, and Choir - The physical education,
band, and choir teachers will ensure the health units are taught within the scope and
sequence of year-long courses.

8th Grade Electives:
*Band

Girls + Boys Athletics
*Choir

Strings

Visual Art
Engineering
Computer Science
Agriculture

Family and Consumer Science (FACS)
Personal Finance
EAST + EAST Media
Cheer + Dance
Theater

Reading

Tools for Learning
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11.Describe the process that will be used to ensure all curriculum materials used in the
educational program are aligned with the Arkansas Academic Standards?

The building leadership team in conjunction with content area teams will review the curriculum
weekly to ensure alignment to the Arkansas Academic Standards. Furthermore, embedded
courses will include the standards for both courses. Curriculum guides will be used to ensure
content delivery for clear resources for teachers.

The BJHS staff is RISE trained and administrators will ensure the campus meets all
requirements with regard to the science of reading.

Any purchased material will align with the Division of Elementary and Secondary (DESE) rules
and expectations..

STUDENT SERVICES

12.Describe how the school will provide guidance and counseling services for all
students.

Batesville Junior High’s 750+ students in grades 6-8 will continue to have access to two full-
time counselors and one full-time behavioral interventionist who will provide direct academic,
social, and emotional support services. Along with individual and small group counseling, the
counselors and interventionist will continue to provide whole-group student services in a
classroom setting, guiding students in developing successful life skills, discovering career
interests and pathways, and learning personal safety. Even further, BJHS’s guidance program
will continue to develop partnerships with community agencies to meet students’ needs. For
example, BJHS currently has partnerships with The Pointe Outpatient Behavioral Health
Services for students’ mental health services; The Children’s Advocacy Center educational
services for teaching Teen Safety Matters; and Lyon College’s APPLE Project Upward Bound
program that provides disadvantaged students, beginning in 8th grade, the academic support
and guidance to become first-generation college graduates. BJHS continues to have a
growing, increasingly diverse population of students, and approval of the proposed charter
would greatly expand the guidance program’s ability to meet the diverse needs of all students.

Additional academic guidance will occur during spring of 2021. Information about the
pathways will be outlined with future job opportunities included. Parent and family
engagement is critical. Early communication about the multiple pathways will offer parents
important insight into their child's education.

The district will provide professional development for administrators, teachers, and staff
regarding the coordination and implementation of the pathways and course offerings. This will
allow for coordinated school efforts when discussing and supporting students and their
families.
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13.Describe how the school will provide library media services for all students.

The media center will continue to support flexible and customized learning for each student.
The media center currently offers a wide range of options for students to access and utilize
media center services. Not only will students continue to have access to hundreds of online,
paperback, and hardback texts on campus, they will also have access to thousands of digital
and audio texts through a continued partnership with the Independence County Library. These
services provide access to texts within and beyond the traditional school day and increase
access to texts for a vast variety of individualized student interests. It would also permit the
media specialist to expand their traditional role and duties to better assist and support student
needs. Our goal is to provide the skills and desire to empower the 21st century student. The
library media specialist will still have adequate time to address all library media academic
standards.

14.Describe how the school will provide special education services for all students.

The Batesville Junior High School (BJHS) conversion charter will ensure that students with
disabilities have equal access to the charter school and are provided a high-quality education
supported with services deemed appropriate and necessary by federal guidelines. If the
student qualifies for an Individualized Education Plan (IEP), then an IEP will be developed to
ensure that the student who has a disability identified under the law will be properly
accommodated by every teacher. If a student qualifies for a 504 plan, modification and
accommodation will be provided in accordance to all applicable state and federal laws. BJHS
will comply with all state and federal special education regulations and laws.

Students who receive support through special education services will have the same
opportunity as other students to select their individual Pioneer Pathway that supports their
interests and needs. Students will be provided the opportunity to explore different careers and
courses to provide higher-order learning and develop students’ critical thinking skills.
Batesville Junior High Charter School will provide the necessary interventions and enrichment
activities to all students.
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15.Describe how the school will provide dyslexia screening and services for all students.

Batesville Junior High School (BJHS) has multiple teachers with certification in dyslexia
services to help identify students in need of services. Expertly trained BJHS staff are capable
of administering Level | and Level Il Dyslexia Screeners. If a student screener indicates the
characteristics of Dyslexia, the teacher certified in Dyslexia interventions will collaborate with
the appropriate staff to develop a Response to Intervention (RTI) plan reflective of the
student’s needs. In the event that Dyslexia intervention services are required based on Level
Il screened results, parents/guardians will be provided with appropriate information and may
request an independent, comprehensive Dyslexia evaluation. Dyslexia interventions meet the
protocol of the district-adopted Dyslexia intervention program, Phonics First. Phonics First is
provided with fidelity to all students with Characteristics of Dyslexia. Intervention is provided
for a minimum of 30 minutes each day, at least three times per week for a minimum of 90
minutes weekly. Students are placed in small groups according to skill-related needs.
Intervention is provided in the special education classroom, reading classroom, or online
through video conferencing.
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16.Describe how the school will provide screening and instruction for English Language
Learners.

The Batesville Junior High School (BJHS) conversion charter will provide instruction for
beginning English Language Learners (ELL) in speaking, listening, reading, writing, grammar,
citizenship, and workplace language skills designed to accommodate any language ability. A
student qualifies for English as a second language (ESOL) services if English is their second
language, or if English is not the primary language spoken at home. An ELL takes the
ELPA21 screener test before they are accurately placed in the program. The screener tests
students’ proficiency in reading, writing, speaking, and listening in English. Once the initial
screener has been taken and the results are analyzed, the student is placed in an appropriate
ESOL class. A qualifying ELL student must score proficient and demonstrate proficiency
through other evidence, then they may exit the program. Students who have been in the
United States less than three years are considered recent immigrants. Recent immigrant
students are placed in an ESOL English class so they can be provided the additional
instruction they need to learn English. Each year all ELL take the summative ELPA21 test to
determine the level of proficiency they have achieved. Students can score in the range of 1-5
in reading, writing, speaking, and listening. If a student has all 4s and 5s, they are considered
proficient and can exit the program the following school year. After exiting the program,
students will continue to be closely monitored for four years.

Each ELL has an Language Proficiency Assessment Committee (LPAC) which, based on a
set of criteria, recommends accommodations and modifications for the classroom and for
standardized tests. These supports are then followed by the student’s teachers to ensure
grade level academic achievement standards are being met as students learn English.

Students continue to receive ESOL services from their classroom teachers and support from
their ESOL teacher.
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17.Describe how the school will address the needs of gifted and talented students.

Batesville Junior High School (BJHS) will continue to provide exemplary educational
opportunities to challenge and encourage growth for qualified gifted and talented students,
under the conversion charter waiver, all BJHS students will be provided the opportunity to
pursue their talents and interests, and be encouraged to challenge themselves with high-
level classes and experiences. The conversion charter waiver will ensure that resources
that have been reserved for a select group of students in the past will be available to
everyone. Unit plans designed by teachers will include high levels of interaction and
enriching, project-based activities to challenge students to think about big ideas and the
application of new knowledge. All students will receive equal opportunity to advance their
learning, engagement, and academic confidence through the practices of meta-cognition and
shared learning experiences. Furthermore, all students will receive additional opportunities
for enrichment in the form of advanced course offerings in math, history, science, English, and
visual arts. Gifted and talented students will be encouraged to take full advantage of these
advanced course sequences as they provide a rigorous and rewarding learning environment
and, in some cases, allow students to achieve high school credit prior to entering Batesville
Charter High School.

18.Describe how food services will be provided for students.

The school district will continue to participate in the National School Lunch Program.
The district currently contracts with OPAA food management to deliver food services for
BJHS.

SCHOOL GOVERNANCE AND OPERATIONS

19.Describe the student recruitment process and timeline that will provide an equal
opportunity for all parents and students to learn about and apply for admission to the
proposed public charter school.

Batesville Junior High School (BJHS) will remain the only source of instruction for students in
grades six, seven, and eight. Educators are required to educate every eligible student who
seeks admission, including students who enroll by legal transfer or school choice. Historic
data and growth projections assist in setting an enrollment cap of 1000. However, if future
growth nears the enrollment cap, BSD would petition to request an increase in the enrollment
cap through the charter amendment process.
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20.Describe the facility where the school will be located.

Current Batesville Junior High School facilities will be used for school conversion charter.
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WAIVERS

Complete the following tables indicating all sections of Title 6 of the Arkansas Code
Annotated, the Division of Elementary and Secondary Education rules, and the Standards
for Accreditation of Arkansas Public Schools and School Districts from which the public
charter school seeks to be exempted in order to meet the goals of the school.

Waiver #1 Topic Flexible Schedule Digital Learning Plan Waiver Approved
6/28/21

Arkansas Code Annotated | Ark. Code Ann. § 6-16-102

Standard for Accreditation

ADE Rules

Rationale for Waiver This waiver will be utilized to allow students to learn
asynchronously. There will be scheduled times to log in to
Google Meetings and attendance will be monitored and
recorded in scheduled meetings. Teachers will schedule
synchronous Google Meets to provide instruction daily,
however, the Google Meet will not last the entire school day.
So, there will be asynchronous assignments for the student to
complete independently. The PVA virtual students will not be
expected to stay logged into a Chromebook for the full 6 hours.
They will have assignments that can be completed
independently. Remote students in grades 6-12 will be
expected to log into each class daily via Google Meet,
however, there may be times the teacher assigns
asynchronous independent assignments.

The school day must be in session for six hours and students
receive instruction for six hours. Students enrolled in the
schools Pioneer Virtual Academy, which is the schools digital
learning option, taking an asynchronous class may not need
the daily required time if they are able to demonstrate mastery
of course content through required standards.

Waiver #2 Topic Teacher Licensure

Arkansas Code Annotated | Ark. Code. Ann. 86-15-1004; 86-17-309; 86-17-401; §6-17-
902; 86-17-919; 86-17-301

Standard for Accreditation | 4-D.1;4-F.1

ADE Rules Educator Licensure Section 7 (Non-core classes only)

Rationale for Waiver Ensuring students are college and/or career ready may
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necessitate partnering with instructors who are not licensed K-
12 educators. The goal of an increase in students each year
who are college and career ready will require instruction in
specialized areas not traditionally covered by K-12 licensure.
Independence County has two institutions of higher learning
and BJHS seeks the opportunity to utilize instructors from
UACCB, Lyon College, or community experts to provide
instruction to students.

The request would allow BJHS to employ professionals from
the community who are degreed and highly qualified in their
career to provide instruction even if they do not possess an
Arkansas Teaching License. BJHS would ensure any staff
members hired as a result of the waiver meet the requirements
of Arkansas Qualified Teacher and have successful completion
of criminal background checks.

The district has held ACT 1240 licensure waivers for the past 5
years and seeks licensure paths available through ADE: DESE
whenever possible. The district has spoken with the licensure
unit about the available paths for licensure.

The waiver for librarians would allow the school to consider
candidates who are otherwise qualified in those specific areas
that may not hold an Arkansas teaching license.

Waiver #3 Topic

Gifted and Talented

Arkansas Code Annotated

Ark. Code Ann. 88 6-20-2208(c)(6); §6-42-109

Standard for Accreditation

2-G.1

ADE Rules

Gifted and Talented Program Approval Standards

Rationale for Waiver

BJHS understands a waiver of gifted and talented (GT)does
not exempt the requirement of gifted and talented offerings for
students. Instead, BJHS views this waiver as an opportunity to
personalize each student's pathway and implement methods
that allow each student to reach maximum potential through
accessing gifted and talented experiences through their
coursework. Traditional advanced courses and high school
credit classes will continue to be offered to gifted and talented
students and other BJHS students. In addition, students also
have the opportunity to take classes in robotics, EAST,
computer science, and participate in GT recognized activities,
such as, Mock Trials, Quiz Bowl, Robotics, and Destination
Imagination/Odyssey of the Mind. This charter waiver will allow

20




the school to redefine the gifted experience to provide
enrichment and personalized courses and learning to all
students instead of a small identified subpopulation.

Waiver #4 Topic

Library Media Specialist

Arkansas Code Annotated

§6-25-103, §6-25-104

Standard for Accreditation

4-F.1, 4-F.2

ADE Rules

Rationale for Waiver

The library is the hub where technology and learning occur and
connect students to their learning. The librarian is a leader in our
web-based culture and assists in Personal Pioneer Pathways and
will serve as the Instructional Technology Contact (ITC). As such,
she will oversee technology interns in the media center to implement
the web-based culture at BJHS.

As students explore Pioneer Pathways, personnel will shift to provide
a learning environment that is open and flexible for all students to
access. This additional flexibility will allow the media center to be a
hub for technology and learning and serve as a support space for
student learning and success.

Waiver #5 Topic

Attendance - Digital Learning Plan Waiver Approved 6/28/21

Arkansas Code Annotated

6-18-213(a)(2)

Standard for Accreditation

ADE Rules

Rationale for Waiver

This waiver will be utilized to allow students to learn
asynchronously. There will be scheduled times to log in to
Google Meetings and attendance will be monitored and
recorded in scheduled meetings. Attendance will be taken and
recorded daily in eschool.

Waiver #6 Topic

Six Hour Instructional Day (Waiver applies to virtual/remote
students only) Digital Learning Plan Waiver Approved
6/28/21

Arkansas Code Annotated

6-16-126; 6-16-102

Standard for Accreditation

1-A4.2
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ADE Rules

Rationale for Waiver

This waiver will be utilized to allow students to learn
asynchronously. There may be scheduled times to log in to
Google Meetings and attendance will be monitored and
recorded when meetings are scheduled. Additionally, students
taking an asynchronous class may not need the daily required
time to demonstrate mastery of the standards.

Waiver #7 Topic

Clock Hours Digital Learning Plan Waiver Approved 6/28/21

Arkansas Code Annotated

1-A.2

Standard for Accreditation

ADE Rules

Rationale for Waiver

This waiver will be utilized to allow students to learn
asynchronously. There will be scheduled times to log in to
Google Meetings and attendance will be monitored and
recorded in scheduled meetings. Additionally, students taking
an asynchronous class may not need the daily required time to
demonstrate mastery of the standards.
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Minutes- Regular Meeting - June 14, 2021

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS AGENDA

Batesville
School District

STUDENTS FIRST

Scott Fredricks - Pres. (AL - 2022) Chris Milum (D1 - 2021)
Josh Swinea - V.P. (D4 - 2025) Kathy West (D2 - 2023)
Heather Fulbright - Sec. (D3 - 2021) Linda Latus (D5 - 2024)

Wesley Beal - LL (AL - 2024)

Dr. Michael Hester, Superintendent

DATE: June 14, 2021

REGULAR MEETING: 5:30 P.M. DAC or Google Meet

In order to ensure an orderly and productive meeting, the Board of Directors of the
Batesville School District will follow Board Policy 1.14.

A. PRELIMINARY MEETING:

Board President Scott Fredricks called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. and
welcomed all in attendance. Director West led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Board Members Present

Scott Fredricks, President

Josh Swinea, Vice President

Heather Fulbright, Secretary

Wesley Beal,Director- (Present virtually)
Kathy West, Director

Administration Present
Dr. Michael Hester, Superintendent
Jennifer Douglas, Asst. Superintendent

2020-21 BOE Mtgs:7-20; 8-17; 9-14; 10-19; 11-16; 12-14; 1-25; 2-22; 3-15; 4-19; 5-17;
6-14;7-19
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David Campbell, Asst. Superintendent
Byron Difani, Eagle Mountain Principal
Tina Baker, Administrative Dean

Dustin Rose, Sulphur Rock Principal
Stacey Lindsey, BHS Principal

Stephen Robertson, BHS Assistant Principal
Matt Douglas, BJHS Principal

Danny Daniels, BJHS Assistant Principal
Michelle Puckett, Preschool Director
Kristi Cox, SpEd Director

Frank Drye, Maintenance Director
Glenda Haley, Food Services Director
Cheston Cooper, IT Director

Pam Gipson, District Treasurer

Marissa Hernandez, Board Clerk

Media Present
Bruce Guthrie

B. PROCEDURAL MATTERS: Organizational Meeting

1. Extend welcome to guests: Director Fredricks
2. Pledge of Allegiance: Kathy West
3. Approval of Regular Agenda

Addendums and Deletion

Director Fulbright made the motion to approve the regular agenda. Director West seconded the

motion and it carried unanimously.

C. RECOGNITIONS AND PRESENTATION

1. To recognize The Bank of Cave City for the donated Preschool sign. - John

Beller, Dustin Dayberry

2. To consider reinstating the BSD bond election for September 14, 2021 - SOF

Stakeholders - Karen Beller, Shane Wood & Mark Livingston

2020-21 BOE Mtgs:7-20; 8-17; 9-14; 10-19; 11-16; 12-14; 1-25; 2-22; 3-15; 4-19; 5-17;
6-14;7-19
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Director Fulbright made the motion to approve reinstating the BSD bond election for September

14, 2021 as presented. Director Swinea seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

3. To present summer projects and plans in the maintenance department - David

Campbell Schedule

Director Swinea made the motion to approve the summer projects and plans in the maintenance

department as presented. Director West seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

D. CONSENT AGENDA

“Any item on the Consent Agenda may be removed for further discussion by the
Board Of Directors at the request of a Director.”

1. To approve the minutes of the regular board meeting held on May 17, 2021.

2. To approve the Salary & Commercial Warrants for May 2021.

3. To approve the Personnel Report as presented.

4. To approve the items on the Consent Agenda as submitted.

Director Fulbright made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. Director West

seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

E. EDUCATIONAL SERVICES DIVISION:

1. To consider the approval of school discipline and bullying annual reports- Jennifer

Douglas

Director West made a motion to approve the school discipline and bullying annual report as

presented. Director Fulbright seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.
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2. To consider approval of the Title 1 Part C Migrant Assurances for Funds. -
Jennifer Douglas

Director Swinea made a motion to approve the Title 1 Part C Migrant Assurances for Funds as
presented. Director Fulbright seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

3. To consider the approval of BSD PFE Plan 2021/2022- Laura Howard

Director Fulbright made a motion to approve the BSD PFE Plan for the 2021-2022 school

year.port as presented. Director West seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

4. To consider the approval of the 2021 BJHS Conversion Charter Application
beginning the 2022-2023 school year.

Director Swinea made a motion to approve the 2021 BJHS Conversion Charter Application as
presented for the next school term. Director Fulbright seconded the motion and it carried

unanimously.

F. BUSINESS SERVICES DIVISION:

1. To consider the approval of employing First Security Beardsley as Financial

Advisor for a period of three years effective as of the date of adoption.

Director Swinea made a motion to approve the extension of employment with First Security
Beardsley as Financial Advisor for a period of three years. Director West seconded the motion

and it carried unanimously.

2. District Expenditures and Revenue Report - David Campbell
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Director Fulbright made a motion to approve the District Expenditures and Revenue Report as
presented. Director Swinea seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

3. To consider approval of the district modular classroom to address overcrowding

and social distancing in the 2021-22 SY - David Campbell Cost breakdown

Director Swinea made a motion to approve the addition of district modular classrooms to
address overcrowding and social distancing in the 2021-22 SY. Director Fulbright seconded the
motion and it carried unanimously.__

4. To consider the approval of the three year district website/app software

contract with Blackboard.
Director Fulbright made a motion to approve the three year district website/app software
contract with Blackboard. Director West seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.,
5. To consider approving the purchase of a Vac-Con Sewer Cleaning Trailer. Photo

Director West made a motion to approve the purchase of a Vac-Con Sewer Cleaning Trailer.
Director Fulbright seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.,

6. To consider the approval of replacing the floor tile in the BCHS/BJHS
cafeteria.

Director Swinea made a motion to approve replacing the floor tile in the BCHS/BJHS cafeterias.
Director Fulbright seconded the motion and it carried unanimously..

G. DISTRICT OPERATIONS:

1. To submit an “Application for a Permit to Issue Bonds”, with related documents,
for $70,950,000 in Refunding and Construction Bonds to the State Department of
Education and to employ First Security Beardsley as Fiscal Agent- Michael
Dobbs
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Director Swinea made a motion to approve submitting an “Application for a Permit to Issue
Bonds” as presented and to employ First Security Beardsley as Fiscal Agent. Director West
seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.
2. To adopt the Resolution with the attached Proposed Budget of Expenditures with
Tax Levy for Fiscal Year Beginning July 1, 2022 to and including June 30, 2023
as printed and to adopt the Petition setting the date of the Election for September
14, 2021.- Michael Dobbs

Director Fulbright made a motion to adopt the Resolution as presented and to adopt the Petition
setting the date of the Election for September 14, 2021. Director Swinea seconded the motion
and it carried unanimously.__
3. To consider the updates and revisions of the following board policies as
recommended by ASBA. - David Campbell
a. Synopsis

Director Fulbright made a motion to consider the updated and revisions of the listed board
policies as recommended by ASBA. Director West seconded the motion and it carried
unanimously.__

4. To consider to approve the revisions to Student Handbook 2021-2022.

a. 2021-22 BHS Handbook

b. 2021-22 BJHS Handbook

c. 2021-22 BES Handbook

Director Swinea made a motion to approve the revisions to the listed Student Handbooks for the
2021-2022 SY. Director Fulbright seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

H. HUMAN RESOURCES DIVISION:

Nothing to report at this time.
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l. REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS:

1. Communications FYI
a.

2. Superintendent Address
a. Carry Over & ESSER Fund discussion

J. ADJOURNMENT:

Director Fulbright made the motion to adjourn the meeting. Director West seconded the motion

and it carried unanimously.

Time: 6:27 p.m.

The next reqular scheduled meeting will be at 5:30 pm on July 19th, 2021 at DAC.

Scott Fredricks, Board President Dr. Michael L. Hester, Superintendent

Heather Fulbright, Secretary Date Approved
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BATESVILLE

409 Vine Street | Batesville, Arkansas 72501 | www.batesvilleareachamber.com
June 4, 2021

Arkansas Department of Education
Division of Learning Services
Four Capitol Mall, Mail Slot #3
Little Rock, AR 72201

Dear Commissioner Key,

It is my pleasure to express support from the Batesville Area Chamber of Commerce for the
Batesville Junior High School conversion charter application. Throughout extensive revisions of
our county’s strategic plan, the community’s input has been consistent and clear with requests to
offer earlier career exploration and exposure and personalize learning at all levels. The purpose
of the conversion charter is to align the experiences from all campuses, and the junior high
experience is a pivotal campus in the strategy. The charter will also integrate much needed
student supports and opportunities for enhanced learning.

The vision for the charter school is directly in line with the county strategic plan, IMPACT. The
grassroots plan, developed by our citizens, encourages progressive initiatives to address
community and economic development priorities. Batesville School District has embraced the
plan and incorporated the initiatives into the new proposed program to meet the needs of our
students and our community.

In collaboration with business and industry leaders, healthcare providers, and institutions of
higher education, the charter concept will allow Batesville School District the flexibility needed
to expose students to careers earlier and in innovative ways, support students who need real-
world integration for educational motivation, and enhance opportunities for advanced students.

We look forward to working with Batesville School District on this innovative learning
experience that will improve the lives of our students and the economic prosperity of our region.

Sincerely,

CHAIRMAN'S
BATESVILLE

G CITIZENS BANK FIRST COMMUNITY BANK
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Where community comes first.
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UACC

June 21, 2021

Dr. Michael Hester, Superintendent
Batesville School District

955 Water Street

Batesville, AR 72501

Dear Dr. Hester:

I am writing this letter to support the application for Batesville Junior High’s charter status
conversion for fall. By expanding the focus to STEAM, computer science, digital media, and
health courses, Batesville School District will further enhance work-ready opportunities for
students. These content areas align with the curriculum of UACCB as they are directly tied to
our regional workforce needs.

[ am excited about increased possibilities to serve students and get them interested in and
connected to career-ready pathways. I see great alignment in the work done at Batesville Junior
High to get more high school students to utilize concurrent and secondary career center resources
at UACCB. Creating this pipeline of students will have lasting benefits on our community and
state.

Once again, I support Batesville Junior High’s application for conversion charter status this fall.
Thank you for your consideration of this request. Please contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

R

Mr. Zach Perrine
Interim Chancellor

University of Arkansas Community College at Batesville

P.O. Box 3350 / Batesville, Arkansas 72503-3350 / 870-612-2000 / Fax 870-793-4988
UACCB is an equal opportunity/affirmative action institution.



REPRESENTATIVE

Stu Smith
2605 Franklin Street
Batesw'ﬂe, Aﬁaansas 72501-7738

870-612-3974 Business
stu22200@yahoo.com

DISTRICT 63

Counties:

Part I_uc]epeuc[euce
COMMITTEES:

Education
Vice C]:mirperscn,
K_inclezga.:teu tl:.roug}l Twelve,
Vocal'iom:.l/T ‘echnical Institutions
Subcommittee

Aging, Children and Youth, Legislaﬁve
and Milii:ary Affairs
Chai:persun,
Legislaﬁve, ijitar_v and Veterans
Affairs Subcommittee

Joint Committee on Public Retirement

and Social Security Programs

Legi.slative Joint Audil"u:lg Committee

STATE OF ARKANSAS

June 15, 2021

To Whom It May Concern:

[ am writing to give my full support for the Batesville Junior High School
conversion charter application. I believe the conversion charter school will
better prepare students for college and career academics offered at Batesville
Charter High School. Exposure to various career pathways at an early age will
allow students to explore career opportunities while preparing to choose a
personalized career through the Pioneer Academies that will be offered as they
enter high school. An exploration in science, technology, engineering, the arts
and mathematics (STEAM) will allow students to see up-close how important
some institutions are in our society and how they are connected. In addition,
the opportunity for all students to have access to accelerated coursework and
earn high school credits in junior high will make learning more exciting as they
discover their talents.

Over the past few years, Batesville School District has worked diligently to
provide innovative approaches to prepare students for high school and
ultimately the workforce. Batesville School District is a collaborative partner
with the Batesville Area Chamber of Commerce and actively participates in
IMPACT Independence County initiatives. These initiatives are designed to
improve the quality of life while presenting opportunities for all residents in
the county.

I look forward to working with Batesville Junior High School on this
wonderful initiative; and to seeing the positive impact it will have on students
throughout the community.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Stu Smith
State Representative
District 63

SAS/prs



JAMES STURCH

SENATOR
19™ DistrICT
Prone: 870-612-7589
james.sturch@senate.ar.gov

POST OFFICE BOX 2391
BATESVILLE, ARKANSAS 72503

VICE-CHAIR:
RULES, RESOLUTIONS & MEMORIALS

MEMBER:
JOINT AUDIT
AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY &
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
EDUCATION

S

THE SENATE
STATE OF ARKANSAS

June 16, 2021

Charter Authorizing Panel
Arkansas Department of Education
4 Capitol Mall

Little Rock, Arkansas 72201

Dear Panel Members:

It is my pleasure to submit this letter supporting Batesville Junior High School as it
applies for a conversion charter through the Arkansas Department of Education. | am
writing to express my wholehearted support for its application.

Batesville Junior High School will be a 6-8" grade conversion charter that focuses on
S.T.E.A.M education, digital media, and health pathways for its students. As the only
feeder school to the Batesville High School conversion charter, students will be able to
earn early high school credits.

As a conversion charter, Batesville Junior High School would continue to promote a
healthy learning environment to benefit students and further their education and
potential careers. | respectfully ask you to give this application every consideration.
Thank you for your attention to this matter. If | can be of further assistance, please do
not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Oomis S

James Sturch
State Senator
District 19

JS:em

THE ARKANSAS SENATE ¢ STATE CapiToL ¢ LiTTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72201 ¢ TELEPHONE (501) 682-6107



AFFP
Public Hearing for Discussion

Affidavit of Publication

STATE OF AR } ss nulinulinulinull
COUNTY OF
INDEPENDENCE }

Lisa A. Lynn, being duly sworn, says:

That she is Classified Director of the Daily Guard, a daily
newspaper of general circulation, printed and published in
Batesville, Independence County, AR; that the publication,
a copy of which is attached hereto, was published in the
said newspaper on the following dates:

May 08, 2021
May 15, 2021
May 22, 2021
May 29, 2021

Publisher's Fee: $176.00

That said newspaper was regularly issued and circulated
on those dates.

SIGNED: /
~¢.4{¢. /

Subscribed to and sworn to e thss 29th day of May 2021.

WLMJA

net Meiton, Notary Public 9/6/2022

00006771 70053257

Karen Melton

BATESVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS ADMIN
OFFICE

955 WATER ST

SUITEC

BATESVILLE, AR 72501




Batesville Dally Guard

May 8-9,2021 A5

LEGISLATURE

From paga Al

Representatives  and  the
Presidemt Pro Tempore of
the Senate ¢ a joint
proclamation calling for the
session or that two-thirds of
both chamber sign a procla-
mation requesting i

The amendment, which re-
ceived broad support in both
chambers, was filed just a
year after the govemor — who
currently holds the sole privi-
lege of calling for an extraor-
dinary session — called both
chambers into session in re-
sponse 1o the then-beginning
coronavirus pandemic.

SIR 10 was reviewed by the
govemor on April 29.

House Joint Resolution
(HJR) 1005

Also confirmed on April
22, HIRI(OS raises the bar
for the passage of constitu-
tional amendments by voters
in the state and increases the
threshold of the passage of
a constitutional amendment
10 60 percent of voters in the
state. The amendment, which
received more pushback than
its counterpart SJR10, passed
by a final Senate vole of 23-6.

HIRI005 was reviewed by
the governior on April 28.

SJR14

The final  constitutional
amendment up for voters’
consideration  is  SIRI4.
Knownas the “Arkansas Reli-
gious Freedom Amendment,”
SIRI4 provides that “gov-
emnment may never burden a
person's freedom of religion
exeepl in the mre drum-
stance that the govemment
demonstrates that application
of the burden to the person is
in furtherance of a compel-
ling government interest and
is the least restrictive meuns
of furthering that compelling
government interest,” per the
bill's language.

In commitiee meetings,
supporiers of the amend-
ment said that SJR 14 would
ensure the protection of re-
ligious {reedom in the stale
Tor years to come.

SIR14 was reviewed by the
govemor on April 30.

Controverslal legislation
fuels partisan divide

‘The 93rd General Assem-
bly was notewarthy for the
sheer volume of controver-
sial legislation that buth
chambers entertained during
its regular session. Most of
the controversial bills passed
on panty-line votes in bath
chambers and some received
scrutiny in both local and na-
tionul press.

Senate Bill (SB) 24

The first controversial bill
signed into law by the gover-
B24, a “stand- your-
ground” bill which pussed the
House Judiciory Comumnittes
on Feb. 23 nearly @ month
alter crashing out of the com-
millee in a previous vole

Signed into law by the gov-
emor on March 3, State Sen.
Bob Ballinger's removes
a “duty 1o rewreal” from the
state’s legal code regarding
self-defense and allows Ar-
lawhully

engaged in criminal activily
1o use physical force without
altempting to retreat from a
confrontation.

Opponcnis of the bill in the
legislature, largely Deno-
crats, frequently described the
bill as a “license to kill" that
encourages  confrontations.
Pruponeats of SB24, how-
ever, said that it applin very
narrowly o specific siwations
in which reteating from a
confromtation is impossible.

SB24 was enrolled as Act §

250 on March 3.

House BIll (HB) 1112

HBI112, also signed by
the govemor on March 3,
drew headlines for amend-
ing the state’s existing voler
identification law o require
Arkansans unable to provide
an idemtification prior (o vol-
ing to retum o their polling
place after casting a provi-
sional ballat with an accepl-
able identification  before
their vote can be counted.

Sponsored by State Rl:p
Muark Lowery, supporte
of HB1112 described it a5 a
COMmOon-scnse  measure 10
ensure election inlcgrily In
commiltee meetings
ery said that nearly 80 | pcr-
cent of Arkansans signaled
their support for voler iden-
tification laws in the 2018
midterm election.

Critics, however, including
Sen. Joyce Elliot, said tiey

believed HB11121s
bill in a list that have worked
1o suppress voter tumout and
disenfranchise voters.

The governor cited  his
support for previous voler
identification luws s pan
of his reasoning for signing
HBI112. He wlso anempted
to calm bill opponents in his
comments about HBI112 on
March 3.

“{HB11

allows anyone
who docsn’t have a photo
identification 10 receive one
free of charge.” the govemor
said.

HBITI2 was enrolled as
Act 249 on March 3.

SB6

On March 9, the govemor
signed SHA, State Sen. Jason
Rapert's controversial near-to-
tal abortion ban into law, No-
table for its lack of rape and
incest exemptions, Rapert told
the Log Cibin in an interview
in February that SB6 was the
“boldest” pro-life stance a
state Senate in the country had
taken, and cited

intention of this law, [5B354]
ill help promote and main-
tain  faimess woinen's

erties Union (ACLU) of Ar-
kansos released a stalement
condemning the govemor's
signatnre of the bill

“This bill does nothing 1o
prolect women or girls in

Exccutive Dircctor  Hal-

ly Dickson said. “Arkansas
needs 1o support young Ar-
Kansais —not target a vulnera-
ble group for political games-
manship and at l.hc expense of
all young people.”

SH354 was :nmllcd as Act
461 on March 29.

HB1570
Just over a week later, the
governor veloedd  HB1570.
Sponsored by Rep. Rubin
Lundstrum and Sen. Alan
Clark, HB1570 bars health
care professionals from pro-
viding gender transition med-
ical procedures and surgeries
ta Arkansas fer chil-

luding Americans United
for Life, which bud rinked
Arkansas as the No. | pro-life
stale in the country.

In discussing an  all-but-
centain legal fight over SB6,
which is al odds with prece-
dents set by the U.S. Supreme
Court, Rapert told the Log
Cabin he couldn’t be com-
pletely confident any poleatial
Supreme Cowrt ruling on his
bill of others like it that have
passed other state legislatures
would hold up to the court’s
scrutiny.

1 never would've imagined
abortion would have been
ruled constitutional,” Rapert
sitid, adding that the time lor
i1 Eq;nslulmn like
[Now] is the best
48 years ta
overum Roe v. Wade "

s comments afier sign-
ing SB6 un Murch 9, the gov-
emer said he would have liked
1o see rape and incest ex
tions in tie bill, but he ded
ed to sign the bill into law due
o u\'Lm]h.Iiniug legislative

p-

support” and his “sincere and
|.m;, hd.] preelife convie-
lior

SB!.’- wits enolled as Act 308
on March 10

dren under the age of [8.

“{HB1570] protects chil-
dren from muaking mistakes
that they will have u very
dnfﬁ:ull time coming back
from,” Clark said an the Sen-
ate floor.

In explaining his decision o
velo HBIST0, which received
broad support amongst Re-
publicans in both legisla-
live chambers, the govemar
described the bill as "uu'r
broad” and an “overreach.

“The most recent aclion of
the General Assembly, while
well-intentioned, is off course
and T must velo HB1570," the
govemer said. “If HBIS70
becomes law, we are creating
new standards of legislaive
interference with physiciuns
and parents us they deal with
some of the most complex
and sensitive matiers involy-
ing young people.

“Largely symboli
gavemor described his vela,
both chambers cusily ove
rode the govemor's decision
and HB1570 was enrolled a5
Act 626 on April 13

Governor outlines the
sesslon's successes

s the

Ina pecent address to Arkin-

SB354 sans, the govemor outlined
Eighwen days later, on ot suceessful legislative
March 27, the govemor initiatives he signed ino law.

signed SB354, which bars
trnsgender  women  from
competing  alangside  other
women in sports in the state
into law. Sponsored by Sen.
Missy Irvin and Rep. Sonia
Eubanks Barker, the bill fol-
lows the model of similur
fegislation which was signed
ino law earlier this year in
Mississippi.

The bill's language prohib-
ils imnspender women from
compeling with other womn-
en in sports al schools across
the state, ranging from public
clementary and  secondury
schools o public colleges and
universities. In his comuments
on signing the bill, the gov-
emor owlined his suppont for
SB354.

“[SB354] sinply says that
female athletes should not
have to compete in a sport
against a student of the male
sex when the sport is designed
for women's compelition,” the
povermor said. “As [ have stat-
ed previously, 1 agree with the

Released on Apnl 30, the gov-
emor cutlined the Revenue
Swhilization Act (RSA)} as
one major success, Necessary
Lo pass every year since it was
first introduced in the 1940z,
the govermnor passage en-
sured Arkansas would main-
tain a balanced budget.

“As pant of the RSA this
ear, our reserve funds con-
tinue to build” the govemor
said. “We have consistently
increased our surplus funds
{rom zero when | ook office
to the current $210 million.
And with the new budget ud-
opted in this session of the
General Assembly, | expect
thase reserve funds Lo grow o
more than $700 million

The governor also discussed
several other bills he considers
to be successes of the session.

“Other bills we passed in-
clude a $2,000 increase in
the median salary for school
teachers; a reduction in the
number of years of service
for state police officens (o re-

Sherry’s Been Shopping &
Bought Too Much....
Come See It's Like A New Store!
Prasent this ad for 20% off One item.
Barfarays Fasbions
4530 Harrison St.Batesville

(2 miles E of Wal-Mart)
Tues-Sat 10-5 870.793.6208

|

Batesville
School District

STUDENTS FIRST

Public Notice: Batesville Scheol
District Public Hearing for
the discussion of a proposed
conversion charter for Batesville
Junior High School will be held
on June 1, 2021, at 6:00 p.m. in
the junior high library. Links to join
the virtual public hearing will be
posted on the district website
at www.batesvilleschools.com.

tire from 30 yeurs Lo 28 years;
a requirement that Arkan-
sas students take at least one
compuler science course 1o
graduate; and that every high
school employ at least one
certified  compuler  science
teacher.” the govemor said

“As you can see, we hud o
very busy and successful leg-
islative session.”
In s final piuu: of news from
1a

long-: awmcd hate  crimes
legislation, SB622, into law.
Outlined as a priorty in his
Sla[c of the State Addnsi in

Umhl inta law mu\pni 4.

Slimmed-down and short of
the govemor’s original expec-
tations for a hate crimes bill,
8B622 doesn't include the
{erm “hate crime” in the bill's
language and lacks a specil-
ic list of proteeted groups of
people, a paint of contention
between  Republicans  and
Denocrats.

Despite his misgivings ubout
the fact SB622 wasn't what he
e med when inlmoducing
the priority last Augusi, the
govemnor told the Log Cabin
he still supported the Tegista-
tion he signed into law that
increased prisan time fo
one who targeted 4 mofa
violent erime due to their race
or other charclenistic.

“I am very appreciative of
tie work of key legislative
leaders in crafting a new hill
that makes it clear thal Ar-
kansas will increase the pris-
on time for anyone largeting
another for a violent crime
hu:' se of their mce or other
charicleristic,” the govemor
mul “While this is not the bill
that 1 had envisioned ul the
beginning of the session, il is
u significant slep forward in
ng asstiranice Uil we are o
state that values the diversity
of our country™

SB622 was mmll«i as Act
681 on April 14,

Legislature recesses,
but redistrict

Weak jobs report could
spur, slow Biden’s
huge money package

By JOSH BOAK
Associated Press

WASHINGTON - Pres.
ident Joe Biden's promised
cconomic comeback hit a
speed bump Friday with
the April jobs report, which
found mexdest job gains of
266,000 that complicated
his $4 trillion push on in-
Traswucture, education ind
children.

The employment report
Tuiled to show that the U.S.
cconomy was accelerating
forward, so much as it ap
peared (o be stutier-stepping
along as the unemployment
rale licked up to 6.1 percent.
Economists had projected
roughly one million added
jobs last month, and the
modest hiring indicated that
the §1.9 willion coronavirus
reliel package has provided
an uneven hoost so far.

The figures present Biden
with a [resh challenge at a
critical moment in his pn. -

govermnmient. spending will
help resolve the nation
public health and financi
turmoil - and lift the po-
litical prospects for Dem-
ocrats heading inte next
year's elections. Bul the
disappointing jobs num-

rs could also embolden
his critics and stiffen the

Republican  resistance 1o
the infrastructure package
Biden is trying W push
through Congress.

Addressing  the  report,
Biden sought to ease con-
cerns,

“We knew this wouldn't
be u sprint — it'd be a mar-
athon,™ h
demic reliel pac

designed o help us over
the course of a year, not
60 days. A year. We nev-
er thought that afier the
first 50 or 60 days every-
thing would be fine. To-
day, there's more evidence
our econoiny is moving in
the right direction. But it's
clear we have a long way to
P

Biden's opponeits say the
legislation  actually wors-
eiied problems in al least
one way, with expanded
unemployment benefits that
gave the joble: reason
to stay at home instead of
secking wark.

The president said the jobs
data don’t show that. And
advocates for his plans can
argue that the report shows
that more spending is need-
ed Lo sustain the economy.

There are also issues of
supply shortages for com-
puter chips and lumber that
are holding back growth, a
reminder that the world's
largest  economy  seldom
bends perfeetly to the wish-
s of lawmakers.

‘The faie of the president’s
agenda may depend on how
the public processes and
understands the April jobs
report in the coming weeks,
smd Jon Lieber, a manag-
ing dircctor at the Eurasia
Group, & political risk ad-
visory and consulting firm.

“Arc the Republicans able
to scize on this as, ‘This
is what happens when the
governmenl gets involved
in the ceonomy and serews
things up? Or, docs the
public see this as the need
for more govemment sup-
port”" Licber said. “That's
the argument for the next
month.”

remains an the huflznn

While the 93rd General
Assembly has recessed, il
has yet to gavel out of ses-
sion and adjourn. Due 1o o
delay in the release of U.S.
Census data, legislators
reconvene likely sometime
in the fall to complete voler
redistricting requirements.

Staff Whiier Korlon Rutherfard can be
rezohed al kninerford@ihecabin net.

VACCINE

From pags Al

On the vaccine front, the
stule  udministered  near-
ly 11,000 doses between
Monduy and  Tuesday,
bringing the state’s [ul-
ly-immunized  population
1o more than 768,(XK).

The govemer announced

y bncﬁngs
ile briclings will con-
tinue, the governor said that
their content will expand (o
areus oulside of the corona-
virus pandemic.

Staff Witer Kolton Rutherford
can be reached af kutherford @
thecabin.nel

In Honor OF
Jennie Beard
by Dr. Charies McCiain, Jr.
DOiane Boozer
by Candi McBride
Bemice Davis
by Karan & Danny Davis
Sandra Dobbs
by Don & Denise
Provence

Belty Johnson
by Shaila & Mark Mace
Patricia Kirkland
by Krisian Stavans

Virginia Mace
by Shaila & Mark Maca
Julie Marih
by Dr. Chartes McClain, Jr.

Carey McClain
By Dr. Charles McClain, Jr

Stacy McClain
by Dr. Charfes McClain, Jr.

Jody Paxson
by Gary, Biyce, Bekah, &
Ben Paxson
Maxine Reeves
by Dawn Jsfiry
Kalhlean Reynalds
by Amanda Roberts

’\

Mother’s Day!

The WRHS Foundation gratefully acknowledges the following
gifts to the 2021 Mother's Day Fundraising Program:

Amy Shaver
by Greg Shavar

Jami Smotheman
by Jody, Emma, Lauren, &
Tessa Smaolherman

Judy Smothamman
by Jody, Jami, Emma,
Laursn, & Tessa
Smothemman

Carolyn Wilsan
by Michale, Ssth, Jacob,
Lauren, & Leighton Wood

Brenda Wood
by Michele, Selh, Jacob,
Lauren, & Leighton Wood

in Memory Of

Basil Faye Angsl
by Jeflery Angel
Mary Lee Wann Biskup
by Jim Wann
Minnie Jane Bracey
oy Tim & Glenda Sandiin

Dortha (Dat) Butler
by Barbara Brooks

Sandra Clark
by Chester Clark

Ruby Dean Cooper
by Nicola Fioyd

RIVER HEALTH SYSTEM

==FOUNDATION

(870} 262-1834 | WhiteRiverHeaith Syslem.com/WRHSFoundalion

Marie Dover
by Baris & Pamala Dover

Palricia Edwards
by Dawn Palierson

Nell Hammers
by Barry & Sandy
Hammers
Branda Hipp
by Lisa Lamben
Dorathy James
by Karen & Danny Davis
Marguarits LaCroix
by Diane & Ray LaCroix

Dollie Moora
by Barry & Sandy
Hammers

Charyl Morrow, LPN
by Tanya Momow
Neltie Ramsey
by Mrs. Willie Strong
Allene Reynolds
by Bons & Pamela Dover
Baobbie Riley
by Mary Strain
Joan Sandlin
by Tim & Glanda Sandlin

Mrs. May Wann
by Jim Wann
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Brenda Horn

Brenda Joyce (Smart)
Hom, 76, of Sulphur Reck
passed  away  Thursday,
May 13, 2021.

She was born December
13, 1944 in Batesville, Ar-
kansas, to Ruben Smart and
Luella (Young) Smart.

Brenda was a member
of Sulphur Rock Baptist
Church. She loved spend-
ing lime with her family
and helping at the church.

Survivors include her son,
Gary Homn Il of l’:.n Ridge;

(Out) of Pea Rld e al
gy Mathes (Richard) of Sal-
ado; eight grandchildren;
and one greal-grandchild.
She was preceded in death
by her purents; husband,
Gary Hom,; brother, RonmL
Smart; and sisters, Carolyn
Mason and Donna Crab-
tree.

Pallbearers are Randell
Crabiree Sr., Randell Crab-

tree Jr., Thomas Graham,
Bryon Hoggard, Randel
Davis, Richard Mathes, und

Gary Hom.

Honorary pallbearers will
be Logan Graham, Brax-
ton Davis, Gearrett Bell,
Greg Mathes, and Nicholas
Mathes,

Funeral services will be-
gin at 2 p.m. Tuesday, May
18, 2021 at Sulphur Rock
Baptist Church with Bill
Allen and James Cain offi-
ciating. Burial will follow
at Sulphur Rock Cemetery
wnder the direction of Roll-
er-Crouch Funeral Home of
Batesville.

Visitation will be  held
from  5-7pan.  Monday.
May 17, 2021 at Roll-
er-Crouch Funeral Home of
Batesville.

Memorials may be made
in her honor to Sulphur
Rock Baptist Church, PO.
Box (7 Sulphur Rock, AR

9 ER-CROUCH

-ru. nuu il e

g~ home;

Donna Crabtree

Donna Low (Smart) Crab-
tree, 77, of Sulphur Rock
passed away Thursday, May
13,2021

She was bom August 28,
1943 in Batesville, Arkansas,
t Ruben Smart and Luella
(Young) Smar.

Donnin was o member of
Sulphur Rock Baptist Church.
She loved her family dearly
and especially enjoyed spend-
ing time with her grandchil-

Survivors include her hus-
band, Darrel Crabiree of the
two  sons,  Randell
Crabtree (Chelisa) of Sulphur
Rock and Anthony Crabiree
of Soullwside; two daughters,
LouElla Hoggard (Bryon)
and Sandra Davis (Randel),
both of Sulphur Rock; fif-
teen grandchildren: and eight

el

Kaitlin Skye Boester
Jomathan and Kimberly Hoester of
Highland, Dalton, Emily, Tommie,
Liberty and Alivia have announced
the birth of a daughter and sister
at White River Medical Center on
April 26, 2021. The baby weighed
6 pounds, 14.8 ounces and has been
named lin Skye Boester.
Grandparents are Floyd Eugean
Nixon, Shane Holifield and Tracey
Halificld.

Greal-grandparents  are
Broadway and Carol Holificld.

Faithlynn Rose Croney
Chester Croney Jr. and Shania Sis-
<o of Mountiin View, Chester 11l and
Jordan have announced the birth of
a daughter and sister at White River
Medical Center on April 27, 2021.
The baby weighed 5 pounds, 8 ounc-
been mamed Faithlynn

Judy

Grandparents are Delinda Croney
and Sandy Sisco,

Emersyn Rose McBride
Ethan and Bailey McHride of Vi-
olet Hill, Skyler, Ca
have announced the birth of a daugh-
ter and sister at White River Medical
Center on April 22, 2021, The baby
weighed 6 pounds, 13 ounces and

BIRTHS

has been named Emersyn Rose Me-
Bride.

Grandparents are Sherry and Mark
Powell and Billy and Jennifer Mc-
Bride

Great-grandparents are Helen Ben-
ton, Janie McBride and Ina Byler.

Hassell Edward Rackley IV

Hussell Rackley I and Audrey
Stracener of Cave Cily have an-
nounced the birth of a son at White
River Medical Center on April 23,
2021. The baby weighed 6 pounds,
I4.1 ounces and has been named
Hussell Edward Rackley IV.

Ragnar Wayne Spurgeon

Keith and Cami Spurgeon of Har-
dy. Eztli. Kenneth, Kyle and Chey-
enne have announced the birth of a
son and brother at White River Med-
ical Center on April 27, 2021. The
baby weighed 6 pounds, 8 ounces
and has been niamed Ragnar Wayne
Spurgeon.

Fletcher Hayes Vaughn

Rob and Katie Vaughn of Bates-
ville have announced the birth of a
son at the University of Arkansas for
Medical Sciences Medical Center in
Little Rock on March 27, 2021. The
baby weighed 2 pounds, 10 ounces

and has been named Fletcher Hayes
Vaughn.

Grandparents arc Louis and Kathy
Brola of Hot Springs, Robert and
Lesa Watson of Batesvilie and the
late Robert Vaughn Ir.

Great-grandparents  are  Jimmie
and Rhonda Smith, Marco and Eli-
da Brolo, Durwood and Edith Elins,
Barbra Ford and Robert Vaughn Sr.

Parker Quade Verser

Justin and Robin Verser of Tum-
bling Shoals, Kalionia and Lakelynn
have aunounced the birth of a son
and brother at White River Medical
Center on April 27, 2021. The baby
weighed 7 pounds, 5 ounces und has
been named Parker Quade Verser.

Grandparents are Karen and Mark
Gruham, Krista Jank Verser and
Kevin and Kim Verser.

Great-grandparents are Lynn and
Al Stohr, Marie Short and Beverly
and Dan Verser.

Everly Faith Wilkes

Dale and Alexandra Wilkes of Con-
cord and Emmett have announced
the birth of a daughter and sister
at White River Medical Center on
April 24, 2021. The baby weighed
7 pounds, 14 ounces and has been
named Everly Faith Wilkes.

ArDOT seeks public input about
proposed improvements in Moorefield

The Arkansas Department rials, and provide writien

of Tr will

She was preceded in death
by her parents; brother, Roi-
nie Stmit; and sisters, Caro-
Iyn Mason and Brenda Hom.

Pallbearers e Randell
Crublree Sr,, Randell Crablree
Jr, Thomas Gruhain, Bry-
on Hoggard, Randel Duvis,
Richard Mathes, and Gary

om.

Honorary pallbearers will
be Log raham, Brax-
ton  Davis, Geamut Bell,
Greg Mathes, and Nicholus
Mathes.

Funeral services will begin
at 2 pan. Tuesday, May 18,
2021 at Sulphur Rock Baptist
Church with Bill Allen and
James Cain officiating. Burial
will follow at Sulphur Rock
Cemetery under the direction
of  Roller-Crouch  Funeral
Home of Butesville.

Visitation will be held from
5-7 p.m. Mooday, May 17,
202] wt Roller-Crouch Funer-
ul Home of Batesville.

Memorials may be made in
her honor 1o Sulphur Rock
Baptist Church, RO. Box 67,
Sulphur Rock, AR 72579,

@ RoLLER-CROUCH

PENTARD AguE -

Judy Nelson

Judy Hermdon Nelson, 63,
of Cave City died Wednes-
day, May 12, 2021,

She was the daughier of
Glenn and Jaequelyn Yvonne
Hemdon

Survivors include daughter,
Jodie Burber of Cuve City,
stepsan, Ryan Nelson of
Bono; brothers, Brent Hem-
don (Dianne) and Tony Hen-
don (Sharon), both of Cave
City; grandchildren, Josh

Stewart and Destini Ables,
buoth of Cave City.

Funeral services will be
Monday, May 17, 2021 ut
2pm. at First Mi 1
Baptist Church in Cave City.
Burial in Evening Shade

Cemetery. Armungements
by Qualls Funeral Home of
Cave City.

Visitution, Sunday, May 16,
2021, 6-8 p.m. at the funeral
home,

Gerald Sanders

Gerald R. Sanders, 77,
of Evening Shade passed
away Thursday, May 13,
2021,

Survivors  include  his
wife, Annie Kimbrell Sand-
ers of the home; one son,
Richard _Sanders (Tam-
my) of Phoenix, Arizona;
four daughters, Cherylene
Slade, Kimberly McFarlin,
Traci Sanders and Shawna
Wells, all of Evening Shade;
sixteen grandchildren; thir-

dchild

con-

‘The website will -mee

17_sMt_category=public
g5, which

forms to ARDOT staif, or

is the print the form and mail it

T
duct an online public in- be available for comments
volvement mecting about wntil 4:30 p.n. June 2. Cit-

to Environmental Di
10324 Interstate 30,

1ES,
online neighborhood pub-
lic meeting website. This

e

the proposed widening of
Highway 69 between Quail
Valley Drive and Hi

233 and a signal installation |

al the intersection of High-
way 69 and Highway 233 in
Mooreficld.

The public is invited 1o
listen, view meeling mate-

izens will have an oppor-
funity to ask qurslmns and

from 5:30 to 53upm on
Tuesday, May 18,

To access the online pub-
lic meeting, visit hips:t/
www.ardol.gov/events-leed

website will provide project
materials and handouts that
would have been shown al
the in-person meetings. A
separate link on that page
will provide a Spanish ver-
sion of the presentation.
There will also be an option
to send online comment

Rock, AR 72209.

Anyone who does not have
internet access may call
Karla Sims at 501-569-2000
1o usk questions about the
proposed project and how Lo
access project information,
or email karlasins@ardot.
gov.

COMMUNITY
BRIEFS

Pfelffer Water
Authorlty to meet

The regulurly  sched-
uled monthly meeting for
the Pfeiffer Public Wateo
Authority has been set
for 5:15 p.m. Tuesday at
the Batesville City Hall.

Artists gulld to
hold yard sale

HARDY Spring
River Artists Guild will
have its annual yard sale
from 9am, 10 4 pan.
Satorday at 300 Main St
in Hardy.

The adtists have been
spring cleaning and have
a large selection of items.

The gallery has about
20 artisis schooled in
oil and acrylic paintings,
many  waler  colorists,
fused glass paintings,
jewelry, and stained glass
pictures. The gallery is
open from 1 to 4pm.
Fricay, from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. Saturday and from
I to4 p.m. Sunday.
Visit Ill(p.ﬂwww S

nore infornati

Free offices with a view: 4
lighthouses, courtesy of feds

By WILLIAM J. KOLE
Assoclated Pross
PROVIDENCE, RI —
Dreading your eventual re-
turn to the office? The fed-
eral government is making
available - for free — some

grabs.
So are Waich Hill nghl
in Westerly, Rhode Is

not far from Taylar qwn
beachside mansion; Cleve-
land Harbor West Pierhead
Light in Ohio; and Dulu-
th Harbor North Pierhead

Light in M;

recreation, culture, or his-
toric preservation.
Beavertail Light “has been

¢ delermined to be excess

to the needs of the United
States Coast Guard,” which
is part of the Department of
Homeland  Sccurity, GSA
Paul Hughes

with killer

The General Services Ad-
ministration says the U.S.
Coust Guard has decided i
no longer needs four of the

nation’s nost

Conditionally, that is: The
govermment says it'll make
the historic lighthouses and
their outbuildings available
free of charge lo federal,
state and local agenci

said in a statement.
Beavertail Light has been
listed in the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places since
1977, The 6&4-foor gran-
ite lighthouse faces south

nonprofit

and e

lighthouses, and it's invit-
ing certain types of organi-
zalions to tuke them over at
no cost.

The GSA, which has been
getting rid of its large in-
ventory of obsolete light-
houses, said Thursday that
Beavertail Lighthouse in
Jamestown, Rhode [sland
— America’s  third-oldest

, and a beacon
British forc-
es lorched out of spite in
1779 as they withdrew {rom
the new nation - is up for

ly development agencics;
or groups devoled to parks,

where B Bay
and Rhode Island Sound
meet, offering drop-dead-
LOIZEOUs ocean vistas.

Ly-two great
one gtn.u gleu grandchild.
Graveside services will
be Monday, May 17, 2021
at 10am. at the Evening
Shade Cemetery. Arrange-
ments are by Qualls Funer-
al Home of Cave City.
Honorary pallbearers are
grandsons, Jonathan
Carpenter, Jacob Carpen-
ter, Jared Carpenter, Kaleb
Smith, Robert Rogers, Eric
Rogers and Scan Sanders.

Doyle Black Sr.

Doyle Lee Black Sr., 81,
of Mount Pleasant passed
away Thursday, May 13,
2021,

He was bom February 16,
1940 in St. Fruneis, Arkan-
sus to Paul Basil and Opal
(Tate) Black.

Graveside services will be
held Monday, May 17, 2021
at 11 am. at Reeves Com-

ctery in Guion with Bro.

Elvis Sneathern officiating

under the direction of Roll-

er-Crouch Funeral Home.
Memorials can be sent to

Teresa Havelka, 2498 Stella

me Mount Pleasant, AR
72561,

& houzs

CROUCH
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Batesville
School District

STUDENTS FIRST

Public Notice: Batesville School
District Public Hearing for
the discussion of a proposed
conversion charter for Batesville
Junior High School will be held
on June 1, 2021, at 6:00 p.m. in
the junior high library. Links to join
the virtual public hearing will be
posted on the district website
at www.batesvilleschools.com.
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Harding reopens international campuses

SEARCY Harding
University  International
Programs arc reopening
their international campus-
es for students secking to
study abroad and experi-

ence their education glob- res

International campus-
es were closed in spring
2020, beginning with Hard-
ing's Florence campus
in February 2020, due to
the COVID-19 pands
However, after a di
in COVID-19 cascs I
and globally,

sive planning by IP staff,

the university announced it
will be reopening campus-
es this summer. Each pro-
grum has a detailed plan for
handling COVID-19 cases,
accessing health care,
sponding 1o potential
community outbreaks in
order 1o follow all safely
protocals while traveling.
“I um grateful for the tire-
less eflorts of Intemational
Prograins stafl across the
globe who have spent the

¢ last year coordinating with
¢ local panners in our pro-
¢ gram locations o develop
- plans o mitigate the risks

of COVID-1§ and reopen

our international campuses
to sudy abroad students,”
said Audra Pleasant, excc-
utive director of IP. “We
have spent months plan-
ning, hoping and praying
together, and are overjoyed
to celebrate the return of
study abroad to Harding
this summer. Each of our
summer study abroad stu-
dents has completed a de-
tiled orientation process,
and T am thankful for the
responsibility and  com-
mitment to caring for cach
other and the local cominu-
nity that each student has
demonstrated through their

willingness 10 follow local

regulations and COVID
protocols  throughout the
semester”

Study abroad programs
available during the summer
include Greeee, Florence
and England, along with
a few other department
programs Additional
programs in  Australasia,
Latin America and Zambia
will be offered in the fall
ester. For
about
Harding’s international
programs, visit harding.
cdufacademics/study
-abroad.

more

Batesville authors, musicians and visual
artists to be part of Delta Arts Festival

NEWPORT — The 2021
Delta Arts Fe: 1 al New-
port, which will be held
June 4 and 5, will include
200 visual artists, 35 au-
thors, 31 concerts and 10
filin screenings.

Ratesville presenters in-
clude: authors Marla Ben-

netl and LH. Taylor, mu-

sicians Ed Casper, Chris

and John Parks; and

visual artists Anncte Al-
ul

Chris Davis will perforin at
10p.m. June 4 a1 Frnkie's
Place; Ed Casper will per-
form at noon June 5 al the
Old Gas Station Bar & Grill;
and John Parks will perform
4t 2:30 pm. June § at the Old
Gas Station Bar & Grill.

Marla Bennelt will give a

reading from “Sister to Sis-
ter” at 2p.m. June 4; and
L.H. Taylor will give a read-
ing a1 5:15 pam. June 4.

Visit  www.delaansles-
tival.com for full schedule
details.

Admission aind parking are
free.

Levyatha Arford

William and Breanne Ar-
ford of Batesville, Dezeria,
Braden, Bryttanic, Joby and
Adryan have announced the
binh of a duughter and
ter al White River Mcd:cal
Center on May 4, 2021. The
baby weighed 8 pounds and
has been named Levyatha
Arford.

Grandparents are DeAnna
Kaze and Jennifer Lee.
Liyod Roan Burns

Justin Burns and Brandy

Emperador of Cave Cily
have announced the birth of

BIRTHS

le; ina Bumelt, Peggy
Meitzen, Lein Parks, Ju-
lic Reardon, Dave Timko,
Mary Sutterficld and Brenda
Lawrence.

Spencer Colby Clark
Bennett

Tucker Clark

Preston and Brandi Clark of
Mountain View, Sophic and
Bruyden have announced
the birth of twin sons and
brothers st White  River
Medical Cenier on May 3,
2021. Spencer Colby Cli
weighed 5 pounds. Bennett
Tucker Clark weighed 5
pounds, 4.2 ounces.

Grandparents we Melissa
and Orlin Buchholz, Ginger
and Lonnie Clark and Lisa

a son at White River Medi-  Clark.

cal Center on Aprl 29, 2021,
The baby weighed 7 pounds,
Il ounces and has been
named Liyod Roan Bums.

Grindparents  are  Eddie
and Angie Bums, Melanie
and Steven Garren and Mar-
garet and Josh Monday.

Great-grandmother is Dian
Dorsett.

Carson Myles Burns
Marty Bums and Kasidy
Jones of Cave City have an-
nounced the birth of 2 son at
White River Medical Center
on May 6, 2021. The baby
weighed 6 pounds, 154
ounces and has been naed
Carson Myles Buns.

Annaleese
Marle Caston

Cody Caston and Chey-
ennc Cary of Mountain
View, Lomnic and Kaven
have announced the birth
of a daughter and sister at
White River Medical Center
on May 5, 2021. The baby
weighed 7 pounds, § ounc-
es and has been named An-
naleese Marie Caston.

Grandparents are Matl and
Sheila Morgan, Lonnie and
Sainunitha Depew and Cluck
and Debbie VanVieet,

‘Great-grandparents are El-
len Dodson, Truman Callul-
an and Mildred Cary.

Katherine Lynn
Marle Corter

Iy, Ranez-May and Dillion
have announced the birth
of a daughter and sister at
While River Medical Center

on May 3, 2021. The baby
weighed 5 pounds, 14 ounc-
es und has been numed Kath-
erine Lynn Maric Corter.

Grandparents  are  Suzan
Colén, Donnie Corter and
Sabrina Corter.

Lucas Hiram Cox

David and Kala Cox of
Mountain View, Dakota and
Matthew have announced
the birth of & son and broth-
er at White River Medical
Center on May 4, 2021. The
baby weighed 7 pounds, 2.8
ounces and has been named
Lucas Hiram Cox.

Grandparents are Jack Sul-
wrficld and Darlene Sutier-
Tield.

i

Hayden Thomas Lee

Cody and Sam Lee of
Mountain View and  Da-
kota have announced the
birth of a son and brotl
White River Medical Cen-

ter on May 4, 2021. The
baby weighed 7 pounds, 15
ounces wnd has becn named
Hayden Thomas Lec,

we Bill and

2021. The baby weighed &

pounds, 2 ounces and has

been nawed Kenny Doug-

las Pearson.
i

v.m Doolin and Tommy

and Karen Lee,
Great-grandparents are

Steve and Beity Long, Glen

Farrier and William and Pa- V

{ricia Crisman.
Alivia Dawn
Livingston

Jeremy  Livingsion and
Ashley McCarty of Moun-
tain View, Caleb, Isaac, Ton,
Kialyn and Karcyn have an-
nounced the birth of a daugh-
ter and sisicr at White River
Medical Center on May 5,
2021. The baby weighed T
pounds, 2.2 aunces and has
been named

are Douglas
and Ann Pearson, Amy and
Bradford Anderson and Mi-
chael and Debbie Fowler.
Greal-grandparents  are
ic and Kenny Green,

Douglas Pearson Sr. and
Don Fowler.

Raden Wayne
Statler

Levi Statler and  Shilo

Young of Cherokee Vil-
lage und Linm have an-
nounced the birth of a son
and brother at White River
Medical Center on May 6,
2021, The baby weighed 8§
pounds, 2.2 ounces and bas

uwn  been named Raden Wayne
Livingston. Slmlr:r.
G are  Cary are  Lori
Livingslon, Anna Living- smu “Stacy Statler and

ston, Danny Pickle and Paity
Gireen,

Quinlynn
Annette Payne

‘Thomas and Tiffany Payne
of Sulphur Rock, Rylan and
Owen have announced le
birth of a duughier and sis
ter al White River Medical
Center on April 28, 2021.
The buby weighed 7 pounds,
1 ounce and has been named
Quinlynn Annelte Payne.

Grandparents are  James
and Jewel Mormow, the late
Cheryl Morrow, and Laura
Taylor.

Great-grandparents are Di-
ane and Charlie Harris and
LeAnn Moran.

Kenny Douglas
Pearson

David Pearson and Ka-
leigh Fowler of Souths
and Cole-David have an-
nounced the birth of a sen
and brother at White River
Medicul Center on May 13,

5

Aaron Young.
Great-grandmother is Re-
nee Lee,

Sloan Talon Taylor

Nicholas Taylor and Alli-
son DeCock of Horseshoe
Bend and Silas have un-
nounced the birth of a son
and brother at White River
Medical Center on May 2,
2021. The haby weighed 7
pounds, 12 ounces and has
been named Sloan Talon
Taylor.

Ava Michelle Young
Zochuriah  Young  and
Heather Green of Bales-
ville and Cayden have
announced the binh of a
dnu hter and sister at White
River Medical Center on
May 6, 2021. The baby
weighed 7 pounds, 158
ounces and has been named
Ava Michelle Young,
Grandparenis arc David
and Christing Waldrup and
Mavis and Cary Young.
Great-grandfather is Jim-
my Brand.

MINISTRY

From page Al

able o give young people an
impanial ear o hear them
out, as well as praying for and
with them. Hopefully, his ef-
forts will prevent suicide and
help them manage their se-
cretive, sometimes rsky, leen
behaviors, like strect-racing,
excessive drinking, fighting,
shoplilting, und g oul.

His  ministry  stalement
reads in part “lo retum home
to our own childhood hang-
outs and reach this generation
of young men and women
who arc paddling down fa-
miliar streans of life's past’
and his card reads™We ane
capuble of having the biggest

party, attend the loudest con-
cert, and have the bcn pat-

m\lmnmL“

“1 want to gain the rfight 1o
listen to them by consistentdy
being there,” Jackson suid

Growing up in the Ozarks

become young adulls. Even-
twally he'd like to organize
weekly or bi-weekly activities
where' the youth can express
their gifis and talents, as well
s have group discussions.
Juckson is @ Ay veleran,
former wack and field ath-

Ieie, and attended Oral Rob-
erts University. He works in
Batesville at Taylor House,
a men's domestic viclence
shelier. For more informa-
tion contact B70-8055869 or
cmail jbeyyminisry@ginail.

com.

has nany ges, but it

can be isoluting for some,
including teemugers as they
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Jane Martin

Jane Martin, 96, of Bates-
sille pussed away May 18,
2021.

She was bom April 3, 1925 B

in Agnos, Arkansas 1o Albert
Jacob Coggins and  Alice
Loudellu (Short) Coggins.

Jane was o charter member
of the Compass Church with
her husband, Clif. Her family
was her hobby. She kept up
witl all of her family, even
the extended members. Jane
had the best stores and was
a great cook. She liked her
bling and her birds. As a teen-
ager, she was a inciber of the
Knothole Gang. They were a
group that sang at churches
and political partics.

Survivors include her son,
Curtis Martin (Marcia) of
Southside; three daughters,
Jo Wright (Roger) of Bate:
ville: Beity Gail Jones (Mic
ey) of Southside; Alice Jones
of Richardson, Texas: eight
gﬂmlcluEdn:u_ Ken Jones

Lisa), Steve Jomes (Ash-
Ic)). Luke Wrght (Beth),
Dan Wright (Robin), Kelly
Parks (Aaron), Lacey Moore
(Chasc), Jucab Martin (Sta-
cey), Jackie Martin; sixteen
greal-prandchildren, and her
98 year old cousin, Pearl
Roberts of Jonesboro,

She was preceded in death
by her parents: husband, CIif,
and six siblings, Onedia Berg,
Violet Humphrics, Joan Hill,
Noble Coggins, Leslie Cog-
gins, and Jean Coggins.

Pallbearers are Ken Jones,

Steve Jones, Luke Wright,
Dan Wright, Jacob Murtin,
Aaron Parks, Chase Moore,
Austin Jones, Alec Jones, and
Drew Wright.

The luncral service will be

held Manday, May 24, 2021
al 2p.m. at the Compass
Church in Batesville with
Mark McLendon officiating
Compass Church will be live
streaming the funcral. Burial
will follow at Oaklawn Cem-
fery.
A visitation will be held
Sunday, May 23, 2021 from
5 p.m. until 7 p.m. at the Roll-
er-Crotich Funeral Home.

Memorials may be made to
Compass Church One Eiglt
Fund, PO. Box 4077, Bates-
ville, AR 72503; or First Bap-
tist. Church Building Fund,
610 E. Main, Batesville, AR
72501,

o

Crystal Wehmeier

Crystal Suzanne Wehmei-
er, 38, of Batesville passed

away Monday, May 17,
2021,
She was bom June 26,
1982,

Survivars include her hus-
band, Muithew Wehmeier;
her pusents, Tracy and Penny
Muorgan of Cenler; one sis-
ter, Misty Morgan of Cen-
ter; her grandmather, Pearl
Moady-Springer  of Blue

Springs, Missouri; and a host
of other relatives und friends.
Funeral services will be
Monday, May 24, 2021 at
10am. at the Betis Town
Church of Christ at Cen-
ter. Burial in the Buchanan

Cemetery. Armangemenls
by Qualis Funeral Home of
Cave City.

Visitation, Sundny, May
23,2021 from 2 until 4 al the
funeral home.

Evelyn Wood

Evelyn Woad, 94, of Butes-
ville pussed away Wedn

day, May 19, 2021.
Survivors  include  two
brothers,  Verlon  Wood

(Dora) of Bella Vista and
Stephen Wood (Wanda) of
Panama City, Panama; one
sister, Wanda Armstrong of
Austin, Texas; and one sis-
w, Debbic Necley
5) of Batesville.

Funeral services will be

Saturday, May 22, 2021 at
3p.m. @ the Union Grove
Missionary Baptist Church
in Pleasant Plains with Ver-
fon Wood and Stephen Wood
officiating. Burial will fol-
fow in the Union Grove
Cemetery with amngements
by Qualls Batesville Funeral
Service,

Visitation will be from
2p.m. until service time at
the church.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Sulphur Rock
to meet Monday

SULPHUR ROCK — The
city of Sulphur Rock will
postpone the regular month-
ly meeting uniil Monday,
May 24

The veteran momunent ded-
ication scheduled for May 28,
2021 will be postponed until a
luter date.

Recovery Connectlon
to meet
PLEASANT PLAINS —

Recovery Connection meels
from 6 to B p.m. Tuesday eve-
nings at the Pleasant Plains
First Assembly of God, locat-
ed at 7477 Batesville Blvd
There will be a meal followed
by Fellowship.

VFW open for bingo

Veterans of Foreign Wars is
open for bingo on Thursday
ad Sunday. Doors open at
4:30 p.m. on Thursday and at
noon on Sunday.

Masks are required (0 enter.

The post is located at 1680
Chaney Drive.

Batesville
School District

STUDENTS FIRST

Public Notice: Batesville School
District Public Hearing for
the discussion of a proposed
conversion charter for Batesville
Junior High School will be held
onJune 1, 2021, at 6:00 p.m. in
the junior high library. Links to join
the virtual public hearing will be
posted on the district website
at www.batesvilleschools.com.
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DOJ to go after pandemic fraudsters

FORT SMITH The
Department of Justice an-
nounced criminal charges
against 14 defendants, in-
cluding 11 newly-charged
defendants and three who
were charged in supers
indietments, in seven leder-
al districts across the United
States for their alleged pur-
ticipation in various health
care fraud schemes hat ex-
ploited the COVID-19 pan-
demic and resulted in over
$143 million in false bill-

ings.

“The multiple health care
fravd schemes churged 10-
day describe  thelt  from
Amcrican taxpayers through
the exploitation of the na-
tional emergency.” said Dep-
uty Attomey General Lisa
0. Monaco. “These medical
professionals, corporsle cx-
ceutives, and others alleged-
ly ook advantage of the
COVID-19 pandemic to
their own pockels instead
of providing necded health
crc services during  this
unprecedented time in our
country. We arc committed
o protecting the American
peaple and the critical health
care benelits programs creat-
ed Lo assist themn during this
mational emergency, and we
are delermined to hold those
who exploil such programs
accountable to the fullest ex-
lent of the law.”

As purl of the national
takedown, Billy Joe Taylor,
42, of Lavica, was charged
by criminal complaint with
health care fraud in connec-
tion with an alleged scheme
1o defraud the United States
of over $88 million, includ-
ing over $42 million in false
and frauduleat claims during
the COVID-19% health emer-
gency thal were bilied in
combination with claims
that were submitted for test-
ing for COVID-19 and other
respiratory illnesses. Taylor,
the owner and operatar of
Vitas Laboratories LLC and
Beach Tox LLC, two tesi-

ing laboratories, allegedly
used access 1o beneficiary
and medical provider infor-
mation from prior laborato-
ry testing orders to submit
fraudulent claims for urine
drug tests and other labora-
tory tests, including respi-
ratory pathogen panel and
COVID-19 tests, that were
not actually ordered or per-
formed. The complaint also
alleges  that  hundreds  of
claims were submitted for
beneficiaries afier they had
died or otherwise ceased
pruwd.mg samples.

the COVID-19
p:mda ic wis raging, and
Americans  were  suffer-
ing from the economic and
health crisis brought on by
this pandemic, these de-
fendanis  were  allegedly
scheming to steal millions
of dollars set aside to help
ailing Americans  through
COVID-19 testing and oth-
er federal health-care pro-
grams,” said Acting U.S. At-
torney David Clay Fowlkes.
“This case demonsirales the
importance of investigating
and prosecuting those who
would seek 1o line their own
pockets by stealing funds
set aside to help those strug-
gling with the symploms of
COVID-19 and other health
ailments.”

Additionally, the Center
for Program Integrity, Cen-
lers for Medicare & Med-
icaid Services (CPI/CMS)
scpurately unnounced today
that it wok adverse admin-
istrative actions against over
50 medical providers for
their involvement in health
care fraud schemes relating
to COVID-19 or abuse of
CMS programs that were
designed 1o encourage ac-
cess to medical care during
the pandemic.

“Medical providers have
been the unsung heroes
for the Ameri pubhc
throughowt the pandemic,”
said FBI Director Christo-
pher Wray. “It's dishearten-

ing that somc have abuse
their authorities and commni
ted COVID-19 related fraud
against trusting citizens. The
FRBI, along with our federal
Iaw enforcement and private
seclor partners, are comnit-
ted Lo continuing 1o combat
healtheare fraud and protect
the American peaple.”
The defendants in the
es announced today are al

leged to have engaged in
various health care froud
schemnes designed ta exploit
the COVID-19 pandemic.
For example, multiple de-
Fendants offered COV ID-19

at senior living fa.
through  COVID- IQ
testing sites, and medical

offices to induce the ben-
eliciuries 1o provide their
pecsonal identifying infor-
mation and & saliva or blood
sumple. The defendants are
alleged to have then misused
the information and ssmples

unnecessary, and far more
L‘I.pt.!lail“. laboratory tests,

rl“plr.lmr) pathogen panel
tests. Tn some cascs, and as
alleged, the COVID-19 test
results were not. pmm:cd w0
the beneficiaries in a limely
fashion or were not reliable,

risking the further spread of
the msam and the penet-
ic, allergy, and respiratory
ithogen lesling was ml.d-
ically unnecessary, and, i
many cases, the results were
not provided to the paticats
or their actual primacy care
doctors. The proceeds of the
[raudulent schemes were ul-
legedly faundered through
shell corporations and used
to purchase exolic automo-
biles and luxury real estate,
clear [ravdsters see
the COVID-19 pandemic
as @ money-making oppor-
tunity — creating fraudulent
schemes to victimize bene-
ficiaries and steal Mrom fed-

eral health care programs,”
satid Deputy Tnspector Gea-
erul for Investigations Gary
L. Canwell of Health and
Human Services - Office
of Inspector General (HHS-
OIG). “Our agency and its

law  enforcement parlnm
are aggressi and elfec-
tively ating  these

egregious crimes, which
miade equally clear given th
results of this takedown. We
will continue 10 support the
unprecedented  COVID-19
puhhc health effort by hold-

use deceplive eetic
from the pandemic

In anather type of
COVID-19 health care fraud
scheme  announced today,
defendants are alleged 1o
have exploited policies that
were put in place by CMS
1o enable increased access
care during the COVID-19
pandemic, For cxample, pur-
suant to the COVID-19 emer-
gency declaration, telehealth

ly regulations and rules were

braudened so that Medicare
beneficiaries could receive a

¢ wider range of services from

their doctors without having
1o ravel to a medical facil-
ity. The cases announced
todny include first in the
n charges for allegedly
xploiting these expanded
policies by submitting false
and fraudulent claims to
Medicare for sham telemed-
1e encounters that did not
vceur. As part of these cas-
es, medical professionals are
alleged to have offered and
paid bribes in exchange for
the medical professionals’
referral of medically unnee-
essiry lesting.

The law enforcement ac-
tion today also includes the
third set of criminal charges
related 1o the misuse of Pro-
vider Relicl Fund monies.
The Provider Relief Fund is
part of the Coronavirus Aid,
Relief, and Economic Secu-
rity (CARES) Act, & federal
law enected March 2020

asg

designed 1o provide needed
medical care 0 Americans
sulfering from COVID-19,

The Fraud Section is pros-
eculing the cases in the fol-
lowing districts:  Western
District of Arkansas, North-
e District of California,
Middle District of Louisi-
ana, Central Disirict of Cal-
fornia, Southem District of
Florida, District of New J.
sey, and the Easten District
of New York.

Today's enforcement ac-
tions were led and coordi-
nated by Assistant Chicf
Jacob Foster and Trial Attor-
neys Rebeeea Yuan and Gary
A. Winters of the Nation-
ul Rapid Response Strike
Force of the Health Care
Fraud Unit of the Criminal
Division's Fraud Section, in

(urullru:lmn with the Hnllh

Fraud Strike Forces (MFSF)
in Miami, Los Angeles, the
Gull Coast, and Brooklyn,
as well as the U.S. Attor
neys” Offices for the North-
em District of Califomia,
Western District of Arkan-
sas, and Middle Disirict of
Louisiana,

prosecuted by Senior Litiga-
lion Counsel James Hayes
and Trial Altomey D. Keith
Clouser of the National Rap-
id Response Sirike Force,
and Assistant U.S. Atlomey
Kenneth Elser of the US.
Attomey’s Office for th

Western Distriet of Arkan-

sa5.

The MFSF is a partnershij
among the Criminal D
sion, U.S. Attomneys’ Offic-
s, the FBI and HHS-OIG.
In addition, U.S, Postal In-
spection  Service, Internal
Revenue Scrvice Criminal
Investigation, Veterans Af-
fuirs Office of Inspector
General,  Department  of
Defense Office of Inspector
General, Federal Deposit In-
surance Corporalion, Louisi-
una Medicaid Fraud Control

Unit, and other federal and
state law enforcement agen-
cies participated in the low
coforcement action.

The law enforcement
tion was brought in coor
nation with the Health Care
Fraud Unit’s COVID-19 In-
teragency Working Group,
which is chaired by the
Nationsl Rapid Response
Strike Force and organizes
efforts 1o address illegal ac-
tivity involving health care
programs during the pan-
demic.

The Fraud Scction leads
the Medicare Frawd Strike
Force. Since its inception in
March 2007, the Medicare
Fraud Siuike Force, whi
maintains 15 suike forces
operating in 24 federal dis-
tricts, has charged more thun
4,200 defendants who have
collectively billed the Medi-
program for nearly $19
billion. In addition, the HHS
Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services, work-
ing in conjunction with the
HHS-0IG, are taking steps
lo increase  accountability
and decrease the presence of
fraudulent providers.

The Department of Justice
needs the puhlu: 5 assislance
n remaining vigilant and
reporting suspected fraudu-
fent activity. To teport sus-
pected  fraud, contact the
National Center for Disas-
ter Fraud (NCDF) at (866)
T20-5721 or file an online
plaint at: hups:/fwww.
justice.gov/disaster-fraud/
webform/nedf-disaster
-complaint-form.
plaints filed will be reviewed
at the NCDF and referred to
federal, state, local, or inter-
national law enforcement or
regulatory agencies for in-
vestigation.

An indiciment, complaint,
or information is merely an
allegation, and all defen-
danls are presumed innoceni
until proven gailty bevond a
reasonable dowbl in a court
af law:
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Travel numbers climb

as America

the road for holiday

By DAVID KOENIG
Associated Fres

Americans hit the road in
near-recond numbers at the
start of the Memorial Day
weckend, as their cagemess
Io break free from coronavi-
rus confinement avercame
higher prices for fights,
gasoline and hotels.

More than 1.8 million
people went through ULS.
sirports Thursduy, and the
daily number was widely
expected Lo crass 2 million
al least once over the long
holiday weekend, which
would be the highest murk
since carly March 2020.

Honieland  Security Sec-
retary Alejandro Mayorkis
wamed people 1o expect
long lines at airports and
appealed for travelers W be
prlicnt.

The rise in travel appears
ta be fueled by an increase
in COVID-19 vaccinations
as well as an improving
cconomy. The U.S. Com-
mezce Department said con-
sumer spending increased in
April, although not as much
as in March, showing how
consumers arc driving a re-
cavery from last year's pan-
demic recession,

Al Miami Intemational
Airport, officials expected
crowds equal lo pre-pan-
demic levels. It was a sim-
ilar story in Orlando, where
airport traffic has reached
90 percent of 2019 levels
as tourists flocked to theme
parks that have recemly
loosened restrictions.

Aleng the Florida cousts
and around Orlando, many

hotels were booked  solid
through the weckend
“We are going inlo

ofl-season, and it has oot
slowed down,”

said Cathy

a boutique hotel in Delray
Beuch, Florida.

Vacation dostinations like
Las Vegas, Hawaii and Myr-
te Beach, South Curoling,
were among e top des
nations for holiday rovel
according o AAA. Pau
Twidale, a spokeswoman

ns hit

for the auto ¢lub and insurer,
suid the pickup in travel be-
gan in April as more Amer-
icans got vaceinated and the
weather iinproved.

“People are just excited to
getoul,” she said.

Memorial Day r.mnudl.i
with some stal
their remaining  pandemic
restrictions as the number of
new COVID-19 infections,
hospitalizations and deaths
decline.

Virginia, where President
Joe Biden traveled 1o tou
his administration’s efTons
o contain the virus, is eas-
ing ull distancing and ca-
pacity restrictions Friday. A
mask mandate in Massachu-
selts ends Saturday.

AAA expects a 60 percent
jump i travel over the 2020
Memorial Day weekend,
with 37 million Anmericans
traveling at least 50 miles
from home, most of them
in cars. That's despite gas-
oline prices being at their
highest levels in  seven
years: The national average
is above $3 a gallon for reg-
ular.

Prices for rental cars are
up sharply, too ~ if you can
find one — after companies
culled their fleets 1o survive
fast year's decp slump in
travel.

“My mother-in-law called
me on a vacation and said,
*Hey, can you g:l Ine a rent-
al car?' 1 said, *

to get & rental car right now,
so plan aliead as owch s
you passibly can”

Hotels and ather lodging
in I)c.ILII .uul nlmlnluin ar-

two hotels in tounist wwns
in Connecticut have seen a
jump in hookings since the
ate loosened its mask re-
quinements two weeks ago,
but occupan Il only
aound 20 percent at ils
three hotels in Bostan.

In visions of post-pandemic
life, Roaring "20s beckon again

By JAKE COVLE
AP P Wit

NEW YORK — History
repeats itsell. But do decades
duplicate?

As hopes rise that the pan-
deniic i ebbing in the United
States and Europe, visions of
second “Roaring Twenties™ to
match last cenlury’s post-pan-
demic decade have proliferat-
ed. Manths of lockdown and
restrictions on social life have

given way to dreains of a new i

er of [rivolity and decadence.
For some, it fecls like paty
tire,

In many parts of the world,
such thoughts are unthinkable.
India is engulfed in crisis. The
virus is raging in bwlh.dum.r—

And even in plices where cus-

up on our F, Scott Fitzgerald?
Some of the parallels are le-

and medicine at Yale Univer-
sity and author of “Apolls’s
Arrow: The Profound and En-
during linpact of Coronayi
ofn the Way We Live!” After an
interim period of “coping with
the clinical, psychological and
economic shock of the v
he says, we'll ste wn uplift
summer, with a post-pandem-
ool by 2023.
It will, he says, be “abit of a
Pty

inderstandably,  people
will be very relieved when
this s all firally over. People
have been cooped ane way or
another far & very long time,”
Christakis says, “We're going
to see people relentlessly seek-
ing out sacial opportunities in

i and

es are falling and
are expanding, deep wounds
remitin from more than a year
of death, illness and isalation.
COVID-19 wan't disappear.
More infecticus varianls are

circulating. Hend itmmunity
miy be clusive. Long-lerm  tanl
Dealth  effects  will linger.
There will be no Hollywood
ending.

But a coiniilg swnmer and
a soaring stock market have
lifted optimism and fucled
mthum ol’ u new Roar

it without “the Depression
at the end of it." The New
Yorker joked that prolibition
in "the New Roaring Twen-
should be an “compa-

ny-manduted virtual  happy
hours."

Madison Avenue has
heat. Suitsup-

ive od cam-
paign with writhing models
and the tmgline: “The New

Is it fair to conneet these
twin '20s, both decades that
follow closely on Ui heels
on of warldwide pandemic?
Could two "20s really ?
Do we all need to start bu!
flapper dresses and brushing

burs und sporting events and
musical concerts and political
rllies. We might sec same
sexual licentiousness, some
loosening of sexual mores
Such prognostications have
ized many eager for the
fubled beration ot a century
agn - what Fizgerld de-
seribed as “the most expen-
sive orgy in history.” Outside
of the 1960s, perhaps, no de-
cade looms larger in the col-
lective imagination than the:
19205, thanks in part to the
emerging nass culture that
cuplured the lime — the swing-
ing speakeasies, the Harlem
Renaissance, the first “talkie”
in 1927's “The Jazz Singec”
Over time, the mythology has
only grown glitzier (see Buz
Lufrmann, “Gatsby,” 2013).
There's truth in that portrait

is of Une '205, but mainly to

wealthicr white Americans,
The decade was punishing
to furmers, for the first time,
more people fived in citics,
Membership surged for the Ku
Klux Klan, which wrgeted AT~
nean Amencans, immigrants,
Jews and Catholics — anyone
who didn't meet its definition
of a “real American” In 1921,
one of the worst incidents of
rucial violence occurred — the

? Tulsa Race Massacre. Three

years luter, the Imnugnuun
Act of 1924 restricted immi-

grants from Asia and Eastern
Europe.
‘The 19205, in short, were

v not all they were cracked up

dress inequities — which nc-
celerated during the pander
i — und the gaps in the soci:
safety net” Fordham conclud-

to be. “We have today in the ed.

United States, cheek by jowl,
Prosperity and Depression,”
the author and civil rights a
ivist W.E.B. Du Bois wrotw in
1926.

It’s not hard o see many of
the same threads today: racial
injuslice, economiic *inexy
1y, convulsive Lechnologi
change. The 1921 campaign
slogan of Warren G. Harcling

— " relum to nonnaley” —
sounds very familiar and even
appealing to those who have
had it with the “new normal."

Forccasts on Wall Street,
of course, vary. The United
Nations last month raised its
global economic forecast to
5.4 percent growth in 2021.
While many analysts we pre-
dicting the pace to quicken in
the months and years ahead,
Tina Fordham, partner and
head of plobal political strat-
cey for Avonhurst, foresees
a post-lockdown period that
will feel like “The Greal Gats-
by only to a few.

“For many, it could be more
like “The Grapes of Wrath,'
unless steps are taken to ad-

Are we even right o con-
nect the 1920s with the 1918
influenza? To John M. Burry,
author of the defining his-
tory “The Great Influcnza”
i's a false associgtion. The
so-called Spanish Flu was far
more vinulent and deadly. It
killed more than 50 million
worldwide and some 675,000
Amgricans ~ more than ten
times the toll of WWIT to the
us.

“People seem to think we
just leapt into the Roaring
Twentics” says Barry. “Bul
firsl we went through 1919,
which is one of the most
chaotic amd violent years in
American history. Then you
had a scrious recession in
1920, 1921. The aftermath
this time, one would hape, is
quite different”

People also experienced the
1918 influenza  differently,
Lockdowns then never lasted
maore than a few weeks. The
societal surge that followed
in the "20s7 Most historians
ascribe that to the postwar pe-
riod.

Batesville
School District

STUDENTS FIRST

Public Notice: Batesville School
District Public Hearing for
the discussion of a proposed
conversion charter for Batesville
Junior High School will be held
onJune 1,2021, at 6:00 p.m. in
the junior high library. Links to join
the virtual public hearing will be
posted on the district website
at www.batesvilleschools.com.
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BJHS held the public hearing for a conversion charter last
night in the BJHS library. The recorded meeting is linked
below.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/InXmKkwf431Dixb pJtkNflx
U7fbCTSCr/view?usp=sharing

If you have questions, please submit them on the form
linked:
https://forms.gle/JBYEk9bo2kr91znlL8

Public Hearing - BJHS Chartr (2021-06-01 at 16_...
drive.google.com

Batesville Charter High School Question
Please enter your name, email, and any questions you ha...



Batesville School District e
Published by Jennifer Douglas @ - June 1at 11:51 AM - @
Just a reminder - Batesville School District Public Hearing for the
discussion of a proposed conversion charter for Batesville Junior
High School will be held June 1, 2021, at 6:00 p.m. in the junior high
library. You are invited to attend in person or you may join the

meeting virtually with the link below.
Click the link to join the Google Meet: meet.google.com/pkt-ikaf-yoy

MEET.GOOGLE.COM
Meet
Real-time meetings by Google. Using your

browser, share your video, desktop, and
presentations with teammates and customers.

Reach More People With This Post X

You could reach up to 636 people daily by boosting
your post for $10.

855 42 J -1.1x Average
People Reached Engagements Distribution Score Boost Post
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Batesville School District voe
Published by Jennifer Douglas @ - May 28 at 10:02 AM - Q@
Public Notice: Batesville School District Public Hearing for the
discussion of a proposed conversion charter for Batesville Junior
High School will be held June 1, 2021, at 6:00 p.m. in the junior high
library. You are invited to attend in person or you may join the

meeting virtually with the link below.
Click the link to join the Google Meet: meet.google.com/pkt-ikaf-yoy

MEET.GOOGLE.COM
Meet

Real-time meetings by Google. Using your
browser, share your video, desktop, and
presentations with teammates and customers.

980 71 { -1.6x Lower
People Reached Engagements Distribution Score Boost Post
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