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2270 - RELIGION IN THE CURRICULUM 

The Board of Education believes that an understanding of religions and their effects on civilization is 
essential to the thorough education of young people and to their appreciation of a pluralistic society. To 
that end, curriculum may include, as appropriate to the various ages and attainments of the 
students, instruction about the religions of the world.  

The Board acknowledges the degree to which a religious consciousness has permeated the arts, 
literature, music, and issues of morality. The instructional and resource materials approved for use in the 
District schools frequently contain religious references or concern moral issues that have traditionally 
been the focus of religious concern. That such materials may be religious in nature shall not, by itself, bar 
their use by the District. The Board directs that professional staff members employing such materials be 
neutral in their approach and avoid using them to advance or inhibit religion in any way. 

The Board recognizes that religious traditions vary in their perceptions and doctrines regarding the natural 
world and its processes. The curriculum is chosen for its place in the education of the District's students, 
not for its conformity to religious principles. Students should receive unbiased instruction in the schools, 
so they may privately accept or reject the knowledge thus gained, in accordance with their own religious 
tenets. 

Accordingly, no student shall be exempted from attendance in a required course of study on the grounds 
that the instruction therein interferes with the free exercise of his/her religion. 

In accordance with the Silent Reflection and Student Prayer Act, each teacher in charge of a 
classroom shall observe a brief period of silence with the participation of all the students in the 
classroom at the beginning of each school day. Note that this period shall not be conducted as a 
religious exercise, but it shall be an opportunity for silent prayer or reflection on the anticipated 
activities of the day.  

The Superintendent shall prepare administrative guidelines which ensure that students are not influenced 
to accept a particular religious belief or point of view. 

20 U.S.C. Section 7904, U.S. Constitutional Amendment 1 
105 ILC 20/0.01 et seq. 
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3215 - USE OF TOBACCO BY PROFESSIONAL STAFF 

In order to promote a healthier work environment for its employees and to model the importance of good 
health practices, the Board of Education has determined that all of our schools and other school district 
properties will be free from smoking and all other forms of tobacco use at all times. 

School properties shall include school buildings, the District's administrative office, warehouse, 
playgrounds, adjacent parkways, entry areas, and parking lots. 

Tobacco shall mean cigarette, cigar, pipe or tobacco in any other form including smokeless tobacco 
which is any loose, cut, shredded, ground, powdered, compressed or leaf tobacco that is intended to be 
placed in the mouth without being smoked. Further, the “use of tobacco” includes the smoking of 
electronic, “vapor,” or other substitute forms of cigarettes, clove cigarettes and any other lighted 
smoking devices for burning tobacco or any other substances.  

105 ILCS 5/10-20.56 
20 U.S.C. 6083 

Revised 12/14/05 
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4215 - USE OF TOBACCO BY SUPPORT STAFF 

In order to promote a healthier work environment for its employees and to model the importance of good 
health practices, the School Board has determined that all of our schools and other school district 
properties will be free from smoking and all other forms of tobacco use at all times. 

School properties shall include school buildings, the District's administrative office, warehouse, 
playgrounds, adjacent parkways, entry areas, and parking lots. 

Tobacco shall mean cigarette, cigar, pipe or tobacco in any other form including smokeless tobacco 
which is any loose, cut, shredded, ground, powdered, compressed or leaf tobacco that is intended to be 
placed in the mouth without being smoked. Further, the “use of tobacco” includes the smoking of 
electronic, “vapor,” or other substitute forms of cigarettes, clove cigarettes and any other lighted 
smoking devices for burning tobacco or any other substances.  

105 ILCS 5/10-20.5b 
20 U.S.C. 6083 

Revised 12/14/05 
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5512 - USE OF TOBACCO 

In compliance with State law, the Board of Education prohibits the use of tobacco by all persons on 
school property or in school buildings at all times and at any school-sanctioned activity outside of school 
property (ie field trips, special events, etc.) 

For purposes of this policy, "use of tobacco" shall mean all uses of tobacco, including a cigar, cigarette, or 
tobacco in any other form, including smokeless tobacco which is any loose, cut, shredded, ground, 
powdered, compressed or leaf tobacco that is intended to be placed in the mouth without being smoked. 
Further, the “use of tobacco” includes the smoking of electronic, “vapor,” or other substitute 
forms of cigarettes, clove cigarettes and any other lighted smoking devices for burning tobacco 
or any other substances.  

105 ILCS 5/10-20.5b 
20 U.S.C. 6083 

Cross Reference Policy 5600 (Student Discipline)  

Revised 10/4/06 
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7434 - USE OF TOBACCO ON SCHOOL PREMISES 

In order to promote a healthier environment and to model the importance of good health practices, the 
Board has determined that all of our schools and other District properties will be free from smoking and all 
other forms of tobacco use at all times. 

School properties shall include school buildings, the District’s administrative office, warehouse, 
playgrounds, adjacent parkways, entry areas, and parking lots. 

Tobacco shall mean cigarette, cigar, pipe or tobacco in any other form including smokeless tobacco 
which is any loose, cut, shredded, ground, powdered, compressed or leaf tobacco that is intended to be 
placed in the mouth without being smoked. Further, the “use of tobacco” includes the smoking of 
electronic, “vapor,” or other substitute forms of cigarettes, clove cigarettes and any other lighted 
smoking devices for burning tobacco or any other substances.  

Groups requesting the use of District facilities shall be advised of this policy and shall be required to 
adhere to it. 

105 ILCS 5/10-20.5b 
20 U.S.C. 6081 et seq. 
U.S.D.O.E. Memorandum, 1995 

Revised 6/14/06 
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9150 - SCHOOL/CLASSROOM VISITS 

The Board of Education values the partnership of our stakeholders and welcomes their interest in our 
academic process. To facilitate that partnership, every effort will be made to accommodate requests from 
stakeholders to visit our facilities. To ensure appropriate access and minimize disruption to the learning 
environment, the Board of Education developed the following policy regarding visits to District 97 schools 
and classrooms. 

General Information 

School and classroom visits must be unobtrusive to the educational process and learning environment 
and should not occur on an excessive basis. All requests for visits will be coordinated through the building 
principal, his/her designee or teacher at least one (1) day in advance. A request made through the 
teacher or designee must be communicated by the teacher or designee to the building principal as soon 
as possible. 

In general, visits should not exceed forty (40) minutes or the duration of one (1) class period. Any 
exceptions to this time guideline must be approved by the principal or designee. 

Except as set forth in District policy or in the case of “service animals” required for use by a 
person with a disability, no other animals may be on school premises at any time.  

Additional information about school and classroom visits, including the number of people who can 
participate in a visit, the process for viewing instructional materials and the protection of the privacy of 
students, is available in the administrative guidelines that correspond with this policy. These guidelines 
can be found on the District's Web site. 

Visits by Parents/Guardians of Current Students 

Parents/guardians of current students visit the schools for various reasons, including: 

  A. Participating in school/classroom activities 

  B. Volunteering in their child's school 

  C. Observing their child in one (1) or more of his/her classrooms 

  D. Observing an educational placement or program that has or may be proposed for their child

Arrangements for school/classroom visits must be made at least one (1) day in advance. If a special 
circumstance arises that prevents parents/guardians from giving a day's notice, they must contact the 
principal, his/her designee or teacher as soon as possible to make arrangements. A request made 
through the teacher or designee must be communicated by the teacher or designee to the building 
principal as soon as possible. 



Visits by Individuals Other Than Parents/Guardians of Current Students 

In addition to parents/guardians, there are a number of other individuals who visit our schools on a 
regular basis. These individuals include, but are not limited to: 

  A. Parents/guardians of prospective students 

  B. Community volunteers 

  C. Qualified professionals 

  D. Members of the media 

  E. Student visitors 

  F. Invited guests participating in a specific school/classroom activity

With the exception of members of the media, arrangements for visits by these individuals should be made 
with the principal or designee as far in advance as possible, but no later than one (1) day in advance. 

Parents/guardians of prospective students will be accompanied at all times by the principal or designee 
during their visit. 

Members of the media will make arrangements for visits through the District's communications 
coordinator or designee as far in advance as possible. These individuals will be accompanied at all times 
by the communications coordinator or designee during their visit. 

105 ILCS 5/10-20.6 
105 ILCS 5/14-8.02 
105 ILCS 5/24-25 
IL Public Act 96-0657 

Revised 4/12/11 
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9160 - PUBLIC ATTENDANCE AT SCHOOL EVENTS 

The Board of Education welcomes the attendance of members of the community at athletic and other 
public events held by the schools in the District, but the Board also acknowledges its duty to maintain 
order and preserve the facilities of the District during the conduct of such events. 

The Board directs that no alcoholic beverage, tobacco or other controlled substances be possessed, 
consumed, or distributed, nor any betting occur, at any function sponsored by the District or at any 
function occurring on District premises. Raffles and similar forms of fundraising by District-related 
organizations may be permitted by the Superintendent or designee in accordance with Policy 9211 
(Parent Support Organizations) and Policy 9700 (Relations with Special Interest Groups).  

The Board holds the legal authority to bar the attendance of or remove any person whose conduct may 
constitute a disruption at a school event. School administrators have the authority to call law enforcement 
officials if a person violates posted regulations or does not leave school property when requested. They 
are also authorized to use detectors and other devices to better ensure the safety and well-being of 
participants and visitors. 

If a student or adult is asked to leave or is removed from a school event, no admission fees shall be 
refunded. 

Service animals used by persons requiring this type of assistance shall be permitted in all District 
facilities and at all school events. The person may be asked to provide evidence of the animal's 
certification for that purpose. 

Individuals with disabilities shall have an equal opportunity to purchase tickets for events that 
have been sanctioned or approved by the Board in accordance with the provisions of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, as amended.  

Further, in accordance with the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act, as amended, the 
Board shall permit individuals with disabilities to be accompanied by their service animals in all 
areas of the District’s facilities where members of the public, as participants in services, programs 
or activities, or as invitees, are allowed to go.  

Smoking and/or the use of tobacco and/or tobacco substitute products is prohibited at any time 
within any enclosed facility owned, leased or contracted for or by the Board, and in areas directly 
or indirectly under the control of the Board that are immediately adjacent to locations of ingress 
or egress to such facilities.  

The Board is aware of the increasing desire of many parents and other members of an audience to use 
"cam-corders" and other audio/visual devices at school events. It has no objection, providing their use 
neither interferes with the conduct of the particular activity nor impinges on the enjoyment of the event by 
other members of the audience.  

Any person or organization seeking to film students or a school activity which is not a public event shall 
obtain prior permission from the principal. 



The Superintendent or designee shall ensure that all notices, signs, schedules and other 
communications about school events contain the following statement: 

“Upon request to the Superintendent or designee, the District shall make reasonable 
accommodation for a disabled person to be able to participate in this activity.” 

42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq., Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, as amended 

 




