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Minnesota State Law Requirements
Public Meeting
● Between November 25th & 

December 30th
● At 6 p.m. or later
● May be part of a regularly 

scheduled meeting
● Must allow for public comment
● May adopt final levy at same 

meeting

Presentation
● Current year budget
● Proposed property tax levy
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Background Information



Funding in Minnesota is highly regulated

 State Sets:
● Formulas which determine revenue; most revenue based on specified 

amounts per pupil
● Tax policy for local schools
● Maximum authorized property tax levy

○ Districts can levy less, but not more than amount authorized by state, unless 
approved by voters in November

State also authorizes school boards to submit referendums for operating & capital 
needs to voters for approval.



Basic General Education Formula

● Since 2002-03, state General Education Revenue formula has not kept pace 
with inflation.

● For Fiscal Year 2023-24, an increase of 4.00% or $275 over previous year 
was approved.

● For Fiscal Year 2024-25, an increase of 2.00% or $143 over previous year 
was approved.

● For Fiscal Year 2025-26, and increase of 2.74%, or $199 over the previous 
year was approved *First year with the inflationary increase*

Per-pupil allowance for Fiscal Year 2025-26 of $7,481 would need to increase 
by another $1,420 (19%) to have kept pace with inflation since 2002-03, 
resulting in an allowance of $8,901.





Special Education - Underfunding



Budget Information



School District compared to City/County levy cycles



Budget Information

Because approval of the school district budget lags certification of tax levy by six 
months, the state requires only current year budget information be presented at this 
hearing. 

Fiscal Year 2026-27 budget will be adopted by our school board in June 2026.



Our District’s Funds

School district budgets are divided into separate funds, based on purposes of revenue, 
as required by law.

 

● General
● Food Service
● Community Service
● Building Construction
● Debt Service
● Medical
● Dental
● OPEB* Trust
● OPEB* Debt Service

*Other Post-Employment Benefits



FY 26 Approved Budget
*approved at the June 2025 Board Meeting



Revenue: General Fund



General Fund Expenditures



Pay 26 Tax Levy Information



Background
● Every owner of taxable property pays property taxes to various 

“taxing jurisdictions” (county, city/township, school district, 
special districts) in which property is located.

● Each taxing jurisdiction sets own tax levy, often based on limits 
in state law.

● County sends bills, collects taxes from property owners & 
distributes funds back to other taxing jurisdictions.



School District Property Taxes
● Each school district may levy taxes in over 40 different 

categories
● Maximum levy amounts (calculated by MDE) for each 

category are set by:
○ State law
○ Voter approval

● Property Tax Process
○ Key steps in process are summarized on next slide
○ Any of these steps may affect taxes on a parcel of property, but 

district has control over only 1 of 6 steps



School District Property Tax Process



Pay 2026 Overview

● Proposed Payable 2026 tax levy is an increase from 2025 of 
$1,947,199.52 or 2.86%

● Changes by levy category and reasons for major increases & 
decreases in levy are included on following slides







Explanation of changes



Explanation of changes



Tax impact



Tax impact



The impact of property valuations - an example

● Two properties in the district
○ Both houses are valued at $100,000

● Total levy of $500
○ Each property would pay $250 of the levy

$100,000



The impact of property valuations - an example

● Two properties in the district
○ Orange house value increases by 10%
○ Blue house increases by 25%

● Total levy of $500
○ The school district will still generate the same amount of the levy even though 

values increased.
■ Orange house pays less, and blue house pays more.

$110,000 $125,000





Estimated changes in taxes









State Property Tax Refunds & Deferrals



Next Steps



Public Comment



Questions?


