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General Concepts in Developing a 
Calendar

Calendar Start and End
❏ Begin the school year as early as possible after Labor Day, as required by statute (unless a state 

waiver is granted). Exceptions: The 2026–2027 and 2027–2028 school years may begin earlier than the 
post-Labor Day requirement.

❏ End the school year as early as possible to allow for summer learning, programming, and alignment 
with external academic schedules.

 Instructional Time & Contractual Requirements
❏ Maintain required instructional days by grade level to meet state-mandated instructional hours.
❏ Structure quarters/semesters to ensure a balanced number of instructional days.
❏ Minimize disruptions and avoid fragmented instructional weeks to support continuity of learning.

Religious Observances
❏ For major Jewish and Muslim holidays:

❏ Designate one major holiday for each community as a non-instructional day.
❏ Provide an observed/recognized holiday for the second.

Feedback, Alignment and Student-Centered Approach:
❏ Calendar adjustments reflect district Strategic Priorities and stakeholder input gathered through 

engagement processes.
❏ All calendar decisions are guided by what best supports student learning, well-being, and equitable 

access to instructional time.





Discussion and Next Steps

Timeline

❏ Calendar committee met and reviewed on October 8, 2025 and November 
4, 2025. 

❏ Calendar will be presented on the November 12, 2025 Study session for 
Boards review. 

❏ Calendar will be on the Consent Agenda for the November 25, 2025 Board 
Meeting. 


