
MOE MODEL POLICY DEFINITION OF BULLYING: 
Prohibited conduct ("bullying") means any severe or pervasive physical or verbal act or 
conduct, including communications made in writing or electronically, directed toward a 
student or students creating an actual or perceived imbalance of power between the student 
engaging in bullying and the target of bullying that has or can be reasonably predicted by 
repeated forms or pattern to have one or more of the following effects: 

Placing the student in reasonable fear of harm to the student's person or property. 
Causing a substantially detrimental effect on the student's physical or mental health. 
Substantially interfering with the student's educational opportunities and performance. 
Substantially interfering with the student's ability to participate in or benefit from the services, 
activities, or privileges provided by a school. 

Bullying may take various forms, including without limitation, one or more of the following: 
harassment, threats, intimidation, stalking, physical violence, sexual harassment, sexual 
violence, theft, public humiliation, destruction of property, or retaliation for asserting or 
alleging an act of bullying. This list is meant to be illustrative and non-exhaustive. 

"Cyberbullying" means using electronic information and communication technologies to 
bully. This may include, but is not limited to a transfer of a sign, signal, writing, image, 
sound, or data, including a post on a social network, Internet, website or forum, transmitted 
through a computer, cell phone, or other electronic device. 

MN SCHOOL BOARD ASSOC. MODEL POLICY DEFINITION OF BULLYING 
Bullying" means intimidating, threatening, abusive, or harming conduct that is objectively 
offensive and: 

1. an actual or perceived imbalance of power exists between the student engaging in the 
prohibited conduct and the target of the prohibited conduct, and the conduct is repeated or forms 
a pattern; or 

2. materially and substantially interferes with a student's educational opportunities or 
performance or ability to participate in school functions or activities or receive school benefits, 
services, or privileges. 

The term, "bullying," specifically includes cyberbullying as defined in this policy. 

"Cyberbullying" means bullying using technology or other electronic communication, including, but not 
limited to, a transfer of a sign, signal, writing, image, sound, or data, including a post on a social network 
Internet website or forum, transmitted through a computer, cell phone, or other electronic device. The 
term applies to prohibited conduct which occurs on school premises, on school district property, at 
school functions or activities, on school transportation, or on school computers, networks, forums, and 
mailing lists, or off school premises to the extent that it substantially and materially disrupts student 
learning or the school environment. 


