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Our mission is to help educational leaders gather, organize, and use data to 
make strategic decisions. 

• Founded in 2002 to provide independent research

• Conducted over 3 million staff, parent, and student, and community 

surveys for school improvement

• Helped more than 1,300 school districts navigate the strategic planning 

and referendum planning process



• This survey sought responses from parents living in the D.C. 
Everest Area School District but choose to open enroll their 
children out. 

• January 7th and February 6th survey window 

• 123 respondents

• 23% participation rate

Survey Information



Respondent Information



Did your child(ren) ever attend a school in 
the D.C. Everest Area School District?

Yes
34%

No
66%



27%

73%

64%

49%

20%
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Four-year-old kindergarten (4K)

Elementary school grades (K-5)

Middle school school grades (6-7)

Junior high school grades (8-9)

Senior high school grades (10-12)

If your child(ren) did go to a D.C. Everest Area School District 
school at some point, what grade bands/levels did they attend? 
(Select all that apply.)



13%

20%

11%

11%

7%

46%
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2023-24

2022-23

2021-22

2020-21 or before

What year did you first initiate open enrollment?  



15%

15%

9%

17%

12%

12%

13%
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14%
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Current grade level of your child(ren): 
(Select all that apply.)



What type of school does your child(ren) 
now attend? (Select all that apply.)

18%

5%

9%

15%

59%
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Other

Homeschool

Private school

Virtual school

A nearby school district



One or more of my children receive the 
following services: (Select all that apply.)

0%%

57%

3%

12%

13%

16%

17%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

I'm not sure

None of the above

English Language Learner (ELL)

Gifted and Talented/Enrichment/Advanced

504 Plans

Free or Reduced-Price Lunch

Special Education



I identify as: 

5%

0%%

0%%

0%%

1%

1%

2%

4%

87%
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I prefer not to respond

Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander

Middle Eastern or North African

Black or African American

Hispanic or Latino

American Indian or Native Alaskan

More than one race/ethnicity

Asian

White



Future Decisions



Yes
18%

No
55%

Don't 
know/no 
opinion

27%

Would you ever consider moving your child back to 
the District? 



The following slides answer two questions:

1) What were the main reasons you chose to open-enroll your 
child out of the District?

2) When making decisions about your child’s education, what 
factor(s) are most important?

Responses are disaggregated into parents who would consider 
returning to D.C. Everest schools (“Yes” – dark green) and those 
who would not (“No” – light green). 



2%

12%

18%

20%

8%

16%

34%

16%

4%

13%

13%

13%

13%

19%

19%

25%

31%

38%

Lack of before- or after-school childcare

My child(ren)’s friends were attending other 
schools

Current school is closer to our work or our home

Class sizes were too big

Wanted a different type of instructional
approach (such as Montessori, Waldorf, etc.)

Busing or transportation issues

Bullying, discipline, or safety concerns

Virtual or homeschool provided better flexibility

Current school is closer to childcare

Yes

No

What were the main reasons you chose to 
open-enroll out?
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20%

12%

8%

0%

20%

18%

28%

12%

10%

0%

0%

0%

0%

6%

6%

13%

13%

13%

Dissatisfaction with administration

Drug or substance abuse issues

Dissatisfaction with the school board

Class sizes were too small

Poor reputation

Poor teaching or low student achievement

We had been attending another school
district/option

Wanted my child to receive a religious education

Negative influences from classmates

Yes

No

What were the main reasons you chose to 
open-enroll out?
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2%

2%

2%

2%

4%

6%

6%

7%

14%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

Lack of early childhood or 4K programming

Poor athletic facilities

Poor fine arts facilities

Too much turnover

Poor classrooms and labs

Limited athletic/extracurricular opportunities

Limited course offerings (advanced classes,
electives, etc.)

Lack of before- and/or after-school childcare

Poor special education services

Yes

No

What were the main reasons you chose to 
open-enroll out?
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18%

21%

11%

11%

11%

20%

23%

18%

21%

32%

27%

34%

11%

11%

17%

17%

17%

17%

17%

33%

33%

33%

56%

61%

Services for students who have difficulties…

Student behavior/discipline

College credit opportunities for students

Online/distance/virtual course offerings

Student achievement

Academic and career planning

Class sizes

Communications with parents and the…

School safety and security

Discipline/safety/bullying

A wide range of courses for students

High-quality teachers and staff

Yes

No

When making decisions about your child’s 
education, what factor(s) are most important?
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11%

13%

16%

4%

16%

16%

0%

2%

4%

9%

16%

0%

0%

0%

6%

6%

6%

11%

11%

11%

11%

11%

Activities and clubs

Academic rigor/challenging classes

Friendships

Performing arts (such as art, music, theater,…

Athletics

Career and technical education (such as trades,…

Daycare/childcare programs

Transportation services

Before- or after-school programming

Life skills (such as personal finance, cooking,…

Proximity of school to work/home

Yes

No

When making decisions about your child’s 
education, what factor(s) are most important?
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0%

0%

0%

0%

2%

2%

2%

4%

4%

5%

9%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

Foreign languages

Opportunities for community service/service…

Services for preschool students

Well-maintained buildings and grounds

Education on the uses of artificial intelligence…

Gifted and talented/advanced programming

Integrating technology into coursework

Community/business partnerships (such as…

Opportunities for parent involvement at school

Diverse student population

Mental health services for students

Yes

No

When making decisions about your child’s 
education, what factor(s) are most important?
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