
I. Call to Order

MINUTES 

Charter Authorizing Panel 

May 15, 2025 

Arkansas Department of Education 

DESE Auditorium 

4 Capitol Mall 

Little Rock, AR 72201 

9:00 AM 

The May 2025 Regular Meeting of the Charter Authorizing Panel (CAP) was called 

to order by Dr. Sonja Wright-McMurray at 9:08 AM. 

Present in person were Dr. Sonja Wright-McMurray (Chair) and Ms. Edie Stewart, 

while Dr. John Bacon and Dr. Crystal Beshears-Duncan joined via Zoom. Absent 

members were Ms. Toyce Newton, Dr. Tina Moore, and Mr. Phil Baldwin. LaBria 

Brown, Litigation Attorney for the Arkansas Department of Education (ADE), Office 

of Legal Services, provided a legal procedures overview. 

11. Consent Agenda

The Consent Agenda was introduced by Dustin Wood, J.D., State Director of 

School Choice, and included the following items: 

• Minutes of the April 17 Charter Authorizing Panel Meeting

• Voluntary Recission of Charter for Adventure Online Academy by Waldron

School District

• Voluntary Recission of Charter for Centerpoint School District

Dr. Crystal Beshears moved to approve the Consent Agenda. The motion was 

seconded by Ms. Edie Stewart. The Charter Authorizing Panel voted unanimously 

4-0 to approve the Consent Agenda. Motion passed.

111. Action Agenda

The Action Agenda was introduced by Mr. Dustin Wood, Office of School Choice

and Parent Empowerment, and included the following items:
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