FOREST LAKE AREA SCHOOLS
FOREST LAKE, MN 55025

December 4, 2025

AGENDA ITEM: 9.9

TOPIC: Recommendation to Approve Woven Histories: Minnesota and
the World as an Ethnic Studies Elective.

BACKGROUND:

Minnesota statute requires school districts to offer a course in ethnic studies beginning
in the 2026-2027 school year. This course is designed to allow students to explore and
research how various groups have shaped our world, with a particular focus on
Minnesota.

PROCESS:

A team reviewed state standards in ethnic studies and developed a course that met
those standards by leveraging student research, exploration, and curiosity about one’s
own social background and the identities of others. If approved, this elective course
would be available to students in grades 11 or 12.

RECOMMENDATION: Recommendation to approve Woven Histories: Minnesota
and the World. ’

*To be offered beginning in 26-27 pending Board Approval



REQUEST TO ADD/REVISE A COURSE

Forest Lake Area Schools
Primary Contact: JP Jacobson 'Department: Social Studies
Career Pathway: n/a Subject: Ethnic Studies

Grade Level(s)/School(s): Grades 11 or 12at | proposed Course Start Date: 2026-2027 School Year

the High School level

Department Members involved in the development of the course proposal:

Is your department currently in Instructional Review? Requesting FastTrack due
- fo an urgent department

Yeg———— — 1 No need or concern?

* For all departments in the instructional What approximate year is your [} Yes

review process, new courses will be department scheduled to begin? Mo

developed as part of that work.

PART | (complete with department colleagues)

COURSE PROPOSAL NARRATIVE

A. Course Information

Proposed Course Title: [ Length of Course:
Woven Histories: Minnesota and the World ; Semester

Course Description as it will appear in the registration guide:

This course explores the diverse history, cultures, and contributions of the people of Minnesota and beyond using
multiple viewpoints and primary sources. Students will investigate how various groups have shaped our state, country,
and world, focusing on how their stories connect to key themes of community, change, and identity. Through
inquiry-based learning, students will analyze historical documents, oral histories, and community narratives to develop a
deeper understanding of the complex fabric of life.

B. Background: Describe the process that led to this request.

Gaps/Needs | State the current issues and gaps for why this course is needed.

Key considerations: What standards are currently nof being met? What skills are not currently being faught? What dafa
support these conclusions? What other relevant needs would this course address? Can an existing course be modified
to address the same concerns? Why or why not?
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Minnesota statute requires school districts to offer an ethnic studies course beginning in the 2026-2027 school year. We
do not currently have a course that fits the definition of “Ethnic studies” as defined in 120B.25. Therefore, a new course is
needed fo meet the statute. References are included below.

120B.251 ETHNIC STUDIES REQUIREMENTS

Subdivision 1. Definition. "Ethnic studies" has the meaning provided in section 1208.25.

Subd. 2. Requirements. (a) Starting in the 2026-2027 school year, a district or charter school high school must offer an
ethnic studies course that fulfills the requirements of this paragraph. Nothing in this section increases or otherwise
affects the number of credits required for graduation under section 120B.024. An ethnic studies course may fulfilla
soclal studies, language arts, arts, math, or science credit if the course meets the applicable state academic standards.
An ethnic studies course may fulfill an elective credit if the course meets applicable local academic standards or other
requirements.

(b) School districts and charter schools must provide ethnic studies instruction in elementary schools and middle
schools by the 2027-2028 school year in accordance with state academic standards.

(c) Ethnic studies instruction must meet statewide ethnic studies academic standards.

(d) An ethnic studies course may focus épeciﬁcolly on a particular group of national or ethnic origin.

Standards | Indicate the state, national, or professional standards to which this course could be aligned.

: S . . Grades 9-12: Ethnle Studies
Stemnd * Stamistd ) - i Code enchmark
23. sdevitity: nabw the ways power and language construct the social identities of raca, refigion,
gengraphy, ethnicty, and gender. apply these snderstandiogs Lo a2’ swn sacial ideotities asd 85231 Analyre how the definits identifications and und: g of racial snd sthase grougs have
othas groups fiving in Misnesota, centedng those whose stories and histaries have been T |ehanged over tine as a result of politcs.
smargioatized, erased, oy ignoved,
23, ddentity: Analyze the ways power and laageags consttuct the social identitios of race, religion,
graphy, eThnicty, and geaden. Xpply these sndecstandings to one's own social wlentites and
othies geoups uing i Minsesota, cestenng those whose storiss and tistanes have been
marpinatized, srasad, o¢ ignored.
23, sdentity: Analyee the ways power anud language cowstruct the social identities of race, religion,
geography, ethaicity, and gender. Apply these sndersiandings to ones own social identivies snd 25233 lnvestigate the connecion between fanguage and power asd how it has bees used e and
othae grougs fing in Minnesola, centeriag those whase stories aog hstories have been T |againat warious racislized and ethnie grougps.
sarginaticed, erased, ur ignoced,
23, ddentity: Snateze the ways powet and lasguage constuct the sedial identities of race, esligion,
geography, ethnicity, and gender. Apply these snderstandings to. one’s own social ktentities and
ather groups Hiving in Minnesets, centeriag thuse whose stories asd stones have been
eiarginatized, erased. or ignaced,
23, Mentity: Anabyee the ways power acd fanguage cassteuct the social identitias of tics, redigion,
geography, ethoioty, aod gender. Apply these soderstsndings to one’s tvn soelal ientivies and
othuae grougs livitg In Minsesota, cesteriag those whose stories and histones have heen
marginatized, erased, or ignused.

5. Ethaic Stadies

Examine the construction of cacialized hierarchies basad on eolorism and derminant Eurapean
$5.23.2 |beaoty standards and values. Examine the constraction of herarchies based on classisen,
aclars, eolarism and dorsinant beaty standasds and values,

& 5. £thoic Stadies

8 5. Erhaic Studhos

fvestigate how the establishment of the Minnesola and Xt 5. goveroment upheld andg violsted

g - Sthaic Studies ideas of freedom, equality and justice Tor individuals and groups.

5214

k13 5. Etheic Stuces 95235 |Examine Lhe tepact of US. imperialisrs snd foceigy policy on invnigration patiems.

23. tdeniity: Snalyze the ways powes and language construct the social identties of race, religion, Daseribe and anabyze examples of how religions devilop and chinge sver fime in response o
° & Ethic Soudies geography, eri"micit'p and gender. Apply these understandimgs To oue'’s own social identities and 85235 di(fming} social, histarical, asd palitical contexts, including, bat not kmited v, A

athes grougs iving in Minnesora, centpdaeg those whase stories and histories have beer b dak ., Hinduiss, Jainism, Buddhises, Sikhism, Judaism, Christianity, lssary,

warginatized, erased, o ignoeed, i ndigenous religious Sraditions ls Afsica and the Amenicas, and Arican diasporic religions.

24, Resis Desceibe how individuals znd ities have fought for freedoen and libesation
againsl systernic and cooudinated axercises of power locally and giobally, identify strategies or times
that fave sesulved in lasting change. Organice with others to engage In activities whas coaid further

Compare asd contract the libedation struggles of people ins different regioas of the wartd tiat
F5.20.1 |Rave fought fior salé-d, ih ioty, and the of d F iy andfor
eracgaalized grougs.

5 5. Ethdc Stodies

the ¥igits arad digoity of all,
2. fesistance: Dascribe bow individuals and ies have fought for freedom and libecation

agunst systawvic and coordinated exercises of power haeally and globally. Ideatify stratagies of times Examine the chasactenstics of freadam moversents: develop an analysic of racial capitaism,

s £thaic Soudies N 5 2.5.24. N
g & Ethalc Soudies that have resulted by lasting change. Organiae with othes to aagage in activities that could further 42 political ecanomy, anti-Blackness, indsgencas sovereignty, dlegality and ingigeneity.
the gights and dignity of ait.
25, Ways of ¥nowing and Methodohgies: Use ethnic sad lodigeneus studies methods and sowrces
" - N Evaiuate sacy and lasth cts of & it rights me of the and 4
9 & Ethaic Shadies in eeder 1 wnds o the mots of i i systems of opy ion asdd appby fessnes from the 95251 vakuate the fegacy asting effects of the chl rights movements of the 19605 anet 13705,

N N R explain their consechions (o curent eveats and conceras,
past that coufd wiminate bistorical aod contempadry inpsstices. i

25. Ways of Kaewing snd Methodolopies: Use ethoic and indigenaus stadies methods snd sources

3 5. Ethaic Studies in osder to understand the roots of o ¥ systems of jow ast apply Sessons froem e [$5.25.2

wast that could eliminate histasical and cortempaiaty infustices.

25, Ways of Knowing aod Methedolegies. Use ethinic and tndigenous studies methods and sowmces

g 5. Ethafc Stdtes i order Lo waderstand the roats of poiary ystems of ion At 2pply fessans from the |95.253 [Apply methadelogles of fugitivity to map-making, ics and ed
ast that could eliminate historicsl and contemporasy inpastices.

25, Ways of Xaowirg and Methedologies: Use etbnic and ledigenous studies methods ard sourdes

-4 5. Ethnic Scudies in order to wad d the roots of ¥ sysieess of iun ased apply fessons from the [9.5.25.8

pasy that could i | and contemporasy injestices.

Aenabyre ¥ reps ¥y asd Non-hndi i of lad history,
iconography, imagaey, Spmpolisan and culturs today.

Explore how cdeinality is constractad and how social, political and legal systenss define a
person as a coimina, and the posible smpact of that kzbei on individuais and communities,

Rationale | How does this course support the needs outlined above?
Key Considerations: Describe how this course supports the district strategic plan and/or the Middle School Course of
Study redesign and learning statements. Describe the Pathways/Design opportunities this new course would create for
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course.

your students & department. Include any relevant advances in your confent area that support the need for this new '

The creation of this course is to address a gap in our curriculum and ensure compliance with state law. Under
Minnesota Statute 120B.251, the district is required to offer a course that fits the definition of "Ethnic Studies!" As we do
not currently have such a course, this new elective offering is specifically designed fo fulfill that statutory requirement.

ADDITIONAL FACTORS TO CONSIDER

Consider & Describe Impact

Similar programs in other
departments/grade levels

None

Credit and prerequisite considerations

It is preferred that students have taken US History A prior to taking the
proposed course.

Anticipated major expenditures
(specialized equipment, software,
fextbooks)

None at this fime.

Space Considerations

(classroom/lab needs, storage,
furniture, etc.)

This class would be taught in a standard classroom.

Schedule Considerations
(fime of year, skinny, efc.)

Schedule for 2nd semester to ensure that students have had the chance fo
complete US History A.

Technology Considerations

(access to current software &
equipment, etc.)

None

Other
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PART Il (Complete with T&L following building administrative approval)

C. Goals and Learning Outcomes

Long Term Goals for the Course | Identify desi red results - what will students be able to do independently?

Students will develop skills that equip them 1o be critically conscious and engaged citizens who can analyze their world
through multiple points of view.

Standards | Indicate the state, national, or professional standards or frameworks to which this course is aligned.
(Copy and Paste standard and benchmarks)

eréeﬁ 9-12. Et!mlc Smdie& B

Grade |serand smndaaﬁ R i o Tode hinark
23 sdentity: Analyze the ways power and langoage constiuet the smxal wentities of race, n‘.«iigi-}n,
geography, ethnicity, and gender. Apply these understandings (o one’s own sodal identities and

Analyze how the definitions, identificstions and understanding of racial aad ethaic groups have

3 . Ethaic Fhes N N N 4523, N "
8 $-Ethaic Studles wiher grougs fiving in Minnesols, centering those wiose sturies and histories have been 5231 changed over tinte as 3 resul of polites,
mavgialized, scased, o ignored.
23 sdentity: Snalye the ways power and languag ct the social i jes of race, religion,

Exarine the constiction of caclalized hisrarchies based on colociant and deminant European
$5.23.F |besuly standards snd vahies. Examisne the construction of heracchies based o chassiveg,
sacisrm, eolovison and dominant beauty standards acd values.

geugraphy, ethniaty, and gender. Apply these understandings e one’s own social identities s
other grougs tiving in Minsesota, ceoterisng thuse whose stories and histories have baen
masginalized, erased. ov ignoved.
23, Wensity: Analyee the ways power and § comstruct the soclal id of race, seligion,
geograptiy, ethriery, and gender Appdy thers vodaecstandings Lo ome’s own secial identities and

E 5. Evhsic Stucties

Iwestigate the connaction betwean Baguage and power and how it kas been usad for and

Erlanle i " N . . N .5.23. . :
@ 5. Bhaic Studie sther groups Hang in Minnesots, ceatering those whose stories 2z histardes have been 95.25.3 against various cacislized and sthnie groups.
masginalized, evased, or ignnred.
23, ddevtity: Anabyze the ways power and fangeage construct the weisl idansinies of tace, relighon,
& i 3 b B by thses: L one's o identi ¥ stigate now [he biist i s . -~
g 5. Enic Staies geography, ethrsaly, sed geader dpply these underssaodiogs Lo one’s-awn soial identities and 95234 |Mwestigate now of the and 1.5, g upheld and volated

other groups fivitg in Misoesora, centersg Those whoe stores and histones have been Sederas of freedom, equality and justice for individaats and graugs.

smarginatized, exased, or ignored,
23, dentity: Analyze the ways power and laaguage coseuct the sodal identities of race, relighas,
greography, athmaty, aad gender. Apply these snderstandiogs (o one’s awn social identivies and
ather groups § 10 Minnesels, centering those vhaze stories 2ad bistones have been

mavgivatized, ecased, or ignoeed.

8 5. Ethnic Studies 95,235 |Examine the impact of LS. impenafisrs and fereign policy on immigration pattarms.

23, xdentity: Anabye the ways povest and language constiuct the social identities of race, vefigion, Dascribe and analye saamples of bow religlons develop and change seer time In espense (o
5 5 Fenaic Stuidies geography, athnicity, asf gender Apply these understandings ta one’s own social estities andt 55218 aiffering social, historical, and politicad cantexts, includiog, but not fumited to,
arher geons Hiving i Mianesota, centening thoie vhose stories and Bistories dave been o Shamanisishanstice, Hindosem, Jainissy, Boduhises, Sikisisrs, hataisi, cmsmmw, Isfasm,
sarg ml(mf srased. ov lgnoved, 8 lndigenous reigious vaditons i Alrica and the Amar wt African d
24, Resi ¢ Descriles how mdiciduals and commundiag fave fought for freedom asd e atios B

N R . Conpare asd metanm 841 § 2 &
against systeanc and coordinated exercises of power localty and globally. identily strategins of times hane and codrast the | A stiugsgles of people in diffesent regloas of the warld that

Erhaic Stodi N N . - 24,1 & Pt for setf-o pt ! disanf ad
9 5 Bt Studies that have resufed In lasting change. Orgasiae with others t engage in activities that could forthes $5.24.1 | have foug nd the of hised andfoc
marginalized groups.
the :)Ema 2o dignity of ail.
24. Descabe how individuals and o have fought for needom andd lidesation
° 5. Erhaic Stodies against systesrie and coordinnted exerchios of puwer locally and globally. Idestify strategles or times 95242 Examine the chasaet s of 2edom erts; divalop 2o analysis of cacial capitatism,
- ERIE Shadies that hiawe resulted in lasting change. Organiae with others to #ngage in activities that could further TR Ipalsticat Ve anti-Blackmess, indige ignty, Hlagslity and indigensity.

the sights and digaity of a8
25, whays af dnowing snd Methosolegies: Use ethode asd tndigenous studies mediods and sowrces
3 §. Seissic Stusdies n aigder to h roats of coni ¥ systerns of ice and apply fessons from the [95.25.1
past that ceuid slimisate dstaricad and conteamporary ingastices,

Ways of Kaowing and Methodolegles: Use etheiz and ledigenous stodies snethods and serces
L} & Eaic Studies in order To usderstand the roots of asy systens of ion and apply lessoas from the 14.5.25.2
past that zould sliainate bistoricsl snd contemperacy injusticss.
25, Ways of ¥eowing snd Methodologies: Use ethaic and indigenous studies methods aud stsrces
4 5. Eratic Staies in arder to waderstand the noots of ¥ systeins of oppression e apply fessons from the |$5.25.3 | Apply nwethodologies of fugitivity to map-making, ics and ed
past that could eliminate Mstorical and contemparary infestices.
25, Ways of Kaowing snd Methodologies: Use ethoic and ndigenous studies methods ard sousrcas
& 5. Ethuic Studies in eeder T The ppots of ary sysTems of ice aeat apply fessons (oo the |9.5.25.4
past that could eliminate bistarical and contesmnpocady inpsatioss.

Evatuate the legacy asd lasting effects of the chvl rights movements of the 1960s and 1970s;
explein thels connections to eurrent rvents and concarns,

Anatyze conte aty
iconegrapghy, imagery, swhbohs:n and culsure today,

and Hon-ladig  oof Wiy, hustary,

Eaploce hove erimionlity is constructed sad how secial, pobitical and lagal systerms define a
peEon as a crmingd, and the passibie inpact of that fabed on individisals aod costemnities.

Essential Learning & Skills | Describe the essential learning and skills addressed in this course. Students will know and be
skilled at:
- crifically analyzing systems and narratives
- deconstruct media and porirayals
- consider how broad systems can impact individuals or groups
- connecting history to their own lives and current events
-  provide opportunities fo explore historical context
- understand how events of the past shape one's own perspective
- explore diverse communities empathetically
- learn about multiple lived experiences in various contexts
- practice community-based inquiry

D. Course Content

Course Outline | Add units and any key experiences or projects that students will engage in.

Updated September 2025



Unit 1: Government, Justice, and the American Ideal (9.5.23.1, 9.5.23.5, 9.5.23.4): This unit will cover a brief introduction
and background on Ethnic Studies. There will be a review of the role of government. Students will apply these
understandings to one’s own social identities and other groups living in Minnesota, ensuring the inclusion of stories and
histories that have been previously overlooked or set aside.

Unit 2: The Power of Language (9.5.23.3, 9.5.23.6): This unit will allow students to look at how cultural identity is shaped by
language and religion. Sfudents will apply these understandings to one’s own social identities and other groups living in
Minnesota, ensuring the inclusion of stories and histories that have been previously overlooked or set aside.

Unit 3: Past to Present and Shaping Identity - (9.5.25.2, 9.5.23.2, 8.5.25.4): Students will draw connections between
historical events and contemporary issues. They will consider how culture and communities have been shaped by
varying standards and values.

Unit 4: Movements (9.5.24.1, 9.5.24.2): Students will compare and contrast how individuals and communities have
worked for freedom and liberation against systemic and coordinated exercises of power in different regions of the world.

Unit 5: Movement Outcomes and Legacies (9.5.25.1, 9.5.25.3): Students will evaluate the legacy and lasting effects of
the civil rights movements of the 1960s and 1970s and explain their connections fo current events.

Possible Final Project: "Our Minnesota Story”

Students will choose a Minnesota-based community (their own or another) and create a project that utilizes the
methods of Ethnic Studies. Project options include:

e Oral History: Conduct and transcribe an interview with a community elder or activist.
Digital Storytelling: Create a short documentary or podcast about a specific historical event or cultural tradition
in Minnesota.

e Community-Based Research: Research a contemporary issue facing a specific ethnic community in Minnesota
and propose potential solutions or actions.

e Artistic Expression: Creatfe a piece of visual art, music, or creative writing that reflects the themes of identity and
resistance studied in the course.

E. Budget Considerations

Materials, Equipment, Supplies | List any new resources not already available necessary for i‘his course. This might
include subscriptions, technology, or other various resources needed for the course.

___ Textbooks
Title(s):
Approximate total cost:

___ Digital Curriculum Resources

Title(s):
Approximate fotal cost:
One-time cost or annual renewal?

___ Ofther Curriculum Materials (consumables,
supplies, ancillaries, efc.)

___ Technology Devices/Equipment/Hardware

Devices/equipment needed:

Materials: Approximate cost:
Consumable/non-consumable?
Approximate total cost:

___ Staff Development ____ Follow Up Plan

Updated September 2025




Staff Development description:
Approximate cost:
Frequency (one time? yearly?):

Additional Staff Development
Check in Meetings

FINAL APPROVAL PRIOR TO SCHOOL BOARD MEETING

John-Paul Jacobson

Director of Teaching and Learning Signature

November 6, 2025

Proposed School Board Meeting Date:
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