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What is Workshop?    
● Approach to teaching that requires student-centered, 

responsive, assessment-based instruction  

 

● Emphasis on creating life-long readers and writers (and 
mathematicians) who display independence in future 
endeavors 

 

 



“Implementing a 
process approach  to  
writing has a  positive  
im pact on  writing 
quality.”  From  TCRWP 
website  

h ttp :/ /read ingandwritin
gproject.org/about/res
earch-base  

 

Research to Support Workshop Model 



History 
● Thirty years ago Lucy Calkins joined Teachers College, Columbia 

University 
● Calkins previously worked with Donald Graves on the nation’s first big 

study on writing 
● For a litt le more than twenty years the work has been equally focused 

between reading and writing 
● Recently Lucy Calkins has partnered with Marilyn Burns 

 

 



                                                  Components of Workshop 

Duration: 45-60 min.  

           

● Mini-Lesson :   
approxim ate ly 10 
m inutes 

● Independent  
Wr it ing: 30 m in  

● Share:  5 m inutes 

  



         Process 
● Assess (on demand 

prompts) 
● Confer  with children daily 
● Conduct  small strategy 

groups 
● Teach identified units of 

study 
● Follow  unit pacing guide 



   Required 
Resources/Materials  

● On-Demand Prompts 
● Writer’s  Notebooks/Booklets 
● Mentor Pieces 
● Rubrics and Checklists 
● Conference Notes 
● Charts  
● Environment 

 

 

 



Months Reading workshop Writing workshop 

September/October Reading Growth Spurt Small moments/mentor text 

November/December Nonfiction All About Books 

January/February Characters and their stories Realistic Fiction 

February/March Reading Bigger Books Writing About Reading 

April/May Series book clubs Poetry 

May/June Series Book Clubs Lab Reports/Science Books 

2nd grade curriculum calendar 



Months Reading workshop Writing workshop 

September Building a Reading Life Crafting True Stories 

October Mysteries Changing the World 

November Nonfiction All About Books  

December Nonfiction (continued) All About Books 

January Character Studies Literary Essay 

February Poetry Poetry 

March Character/Writing About 
Reading 

Narrative Writing 

April Finish Character, then start 
Nonfiction 

Finish Narrative, then start 
Nonfiction Reports 

May Nonfiction Nonfiction reports 

3rd grade curriculum calendar 



Evaluating and Scoring 







Why Workshop? 



Math workshop 
Similar structure to reading 
workshop:  

● Mini lesson 
● Independent work: small 

group and partners 
● Share  
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