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Career and Technical Education (CTE) programs are a 
sequence of courses that integrates core academic 
knowledge with technical and occupational knowledge and 
skills to provide students a pathway to postsecondary 
education and careers. CTE teaches transferable workplace 
skills in applied learning contexts to provide opportunities to 
explore high-demand career options, and gives students the 
technology and skills needed for success in adult life

CTE is associated with higher levels of student 
engagement and reduced rates of dropout. In fact, the 
average high school graduation rate for CTE 
concentrators – students who take multiple courses in 
one CTE program area – is 94% compared to the 
national rate of 85%.



High school CTE concentrators are 
more likely than non-concentrators 
to be employed full time and earn 
12-40% more than their peers in the 
first 5-8 years after graduation.

The high school graduation rate for Minnesota students who are 
CTE concentrators (enrolled in two or more CTE courses) is 92%.

Nearly two-thirds (65%) of Minnesota high school CTE 
concentrators enroll in postsecondary for further education and 
career development.

In Minnesota, 86% of postsecondary students completing a CTE 
program were placed in employment by the end of the second 
quarter following program completion.

Nearly two-thirds (65%) of jobs will require some postsecondary 
training and/or education beyond high school.



Who takes CTE courses?
ALL students!
● Those who have no idea what they want to do after 

high school.

● Students who want to attend a 2 or 4 year college or 
university.

● Students who plan to enlist in the military.

● Students who want to go straight to work.

● Students who want to go into an apprenticeship or 
training program.

● EVERYONE BENEFITS FROM CTE COURSES! 



High Quality CTE Programs 
The elements of high quality CTE:

● Standards-aligned and Integrated Curriculum: development of CTE program curriculum and  
standards.

● Integrated Network of Partnerships: business and community partnerships to support CTE program  
alignment and success.

● Course Sequencing and Credentials: coordination of coursework progression in CTE programs and  
career pathways that lead to recognized postsecondary credentials.

● Career-Connected Learning and Experiential Learning: career planning and career-based experiential  
learning opportunities.

● Industry-specific Facilities, Equipment, Technology and Materials: facilities and equipment specific to  
work in given career fields.

● Work-Based Learning (WBL): firsthand, onsite student engagement opportunities in a given career  field.
● Data for Program Improvement and Advocacy: use of data for continuous program improvement and  

advocacy.
● Student Leadership Development: leadership development through embedded classroom activities and  

Career and Technical Student Organization (CTSO) opportunities.
● Access, Equity and Inclusion: CTE program promotion and support for all student populations.
● Student-Centered Instruction: instructional strategies that support attainment of career-relevant  

knowledge and skills.
● Professional Development for Knowledgeable Experts: qualifications and professional development of  

secondary CTE teachers.
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964393
Semester Course 

Enrollments in 
24-25

2079
Semester Course 

Enrollments in 23-24

59
Sections of CTE 

Courses at 
Denfeld 24-25

49
Sections of CTE Courses 

at Denfeld 23-24

Sections of CTE 
Courses at East 

24-25

57
Sections of CTE Courses 

at Denfeld 23-24

ISD 709 CTE by the Numbers


