
Follow Up to November 5, 2019 Inquiry 
From Trustee Gomel 

Re:  Outreach Initiatives to Help Inform Vendors on 
How to Do Business with the College 

Question:  

Trustee Gomel inquired about the college’s practices that inform vendors about how to 

do business with the college. 

Answer: 

The college uses a variety of resources to help engage and inform vendors about the 

college’s purchasing processes.   

Local Initiatives 

Collin County Governmental Purchaser’s Forum Annual Meet & Greet 

 This event is held at the Collin College Frisco Campus Conference Center.

 Attachment A is a copy of the most recent the event announcement.  The 2020 event 
is already scheduled to be in February at the Frisco Campus Conference Center.

 Public agencies throughout the county participate.
 Reverse trade show with public purchasing professionals from each agency at a table to 

answer supplier questions.
 Several agencies speak at the beginning of the event on how to do business with their 

agency.
 Invitations are sent out via the various agency’s supplier portals.
 Cooperative purchasing groups that the district utilizes are invited to have a booth to 

inform local vendors about opportunities to be awarded contracts through their 
cooperative.

Collin County Black Chamber of Commerce Small Business Expo 

 This event is held at the Plano Campus Living Legends Conference Center.

 Attachment B is a copy of the most recent event announcement.
 Staff attended this event in August of 2019 and provided attendees with information 

on how to do business with the district.

Outreach Events related to the 2017 Capital Improvement Program (CIP)
 The district engaged Acari Management Group, Inc. in August of 2017 to facilitate

outreach efforts to MWBE contractors for the 2017 CIP projects.



 Attachment C is the June 2019 report of the many MWBE vendor outreach efforts
made by the Acari Management Group, Inc.

How to Do Business with Collin College 

 The college provides a wealth of information to help potential vendors navigate the 
college’s purchasing and bidding process.

 The Purchasing Department maintains a website with information on how to do 
business with the college: http://www.collin.edu/purchasing/vendorreg.html.  The 
website also includes instructions on how to register as a vendor and how to submit a 
bid online.

 Suppliers can find information regarding Purchasing Department staff and current bid 
opportunities online.

 Attachment D is a brochure for suppliers regarding “How to do Business with Collin 
College.”  It can be found on the college’s website and in the Purchasing Department 
http://www.collin.edu/purchasing/adobe_acrobat_files/
How_to_Do_Business_Brochure_
1-31-2019.pdf

Other Initiatives 

Trade Shows at Various Conferences 

 Purchasing staff attend supplier expos at various public purchasing organization 
conferences, including the National Institute of Governmental Procurement, Texas Public 
Purchasing Association, Texas Association of Community College Business Officers, 
Institute of Supply Management’s Timeline Conference, Lonestar Conference, and 
National Association of Procurement Card Professionals

 Staff visit suppliers' booths and provide information on how to do business with the 
district

 Suppliers are typically provided with a list of attendees so that they can reach out after 
the conference

http://www.collin.edu/purchasing/vendorreg.html
http://www.collin.edu/purchasing/adobe_acrobat_files/How_to_Do_Business_Brochure_01-31-2019.pdf
http://www.collin.edu/purchasing/adobe_acrobat_files/How_to_Do_Business_Brochure_01-31-2019.pdf
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