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Nome Public Schools Board Report 

Karen Dixon, Director of Federal Programs, Curriculum, Assessment  

May 7, 2026 

 

Mission Statement: We inspire and empower students to be culturally grounded responsible citizens who are 

deeply connected to our community and world. 

 

Vision Statement: Together, strong in identity, purpose, potential 

 

Assessments: 

AKSTAR and Science testing went well. 

 

Below is information for District Test Coordinators (DTC): 

Assessment Reports – 2026, Results Released to Districts, WIDA dates 
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Nome Elementary School was selected to administer NAEP this school year and was successful in 
administration, student participation, and relationship building with NAEP staff.  
 
NAEP stands for the National Assessment of Educational Progress. Known as "The Nation's Report Card," v
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There will be no NAEP Grade 8 testing for SY 2026-2027. 
 

 

Curriculum: 

The science teachers presented the draft science curriculum at the recent School Board work session. Had I been 

aware that this presentation was scheduled, I would have attended, as the development of the science curriculum 

began last school year and continued through the summer. The teachers have not posted the curriculum for public 

review and feedback, and I understand they plan to bring a formal recommendation to the Board in June 2026. 

 

In alignment with Board policy, I also developed a Standard Operating Procedures outline to guide administrators 

and teachers through the curriculum development process. This document was submitted to Jamie Buress for 

review and feedback.  I have not yet received a response, but I remain fully open to any recommendations or 

revisions needed to ensure the process is clear, consistent, and aligned with district expectations. 

 

A recommendation to Superintendent Jamie Burgess is to elevate curriculum development as a district-wide 
priority each year – from the superintendent level through directors and school leadership. This commitment is 

essential for addressing the long-standing curriculum gaps in Nome Public Schools and ensuring that teachers 

across the district have consistent, research-based curriculum materials to guide instruction. 

 

Grants: 

On May 7, 2026 State and federal grants were approved the Parent Advisory Committee (PAC). State grants were 

Substantially Approved and Indian Education was approved for submission. A Consolidation option discussion 

was led by Jamie Burgess. She will provide a survey to parents with an explanation and vote choice. Indian 

Education grant will be submitted before May 11, 2026 due date.  Kudos to Dani Smithhisler who chaired the 

May 7, 2026 PAC meeting. 

 

 

Thank you. 

 
 

 


