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9/26/25, 2:05 PM Lucy Dillon Obituary - Houston, TX

Dignity

OBITUARY

Lucy Dillon

DECEMBER 17, 2016 - JULY 4, 2025

IN THE CARE OF

Earthman Funeral Directors

Our beloved Lucy Dillon was called to her eternal home on Friday, July 4, 2025. Born on
December 17,2016, in Houston, Texas, Lucy brought immeasurable joy and light to the
lives of her parents, Brandt and Lisa Dillon.

Arising third grader at Memorial Drive Elementary, Lucy was a bright and enthusiastic
student. She was a proud “math mover,” known for her academic success and her
remarkable ability to make friends everywhere she went.

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/houston-tx/lucy-dillon-12444934 1/14



9/26/25, 2:05 PM Lucy Dillon Obituary - Houston, TX
Lucy had an insatiable curiosity and a love of learning, especially when it came to fun facts

and sports statistics. She adored reading (Diary of a Wimpy Kid was her favorite) and
collected crystals, gems, bobblehead athletes, fidget toys, and anything featuring corgis.

An extraordinary athlete, Lucy learned to ride a bike at age 3 and began playing basketball
at 4. She played with determination, joy, and grit. She recently helped her softball and
basketball teams win championships in both leagues, but basketball was her greatest love.
A devoted Houston Rockets fan, Lucy dreamed of playing college basketball one day. Some
of her happiest moments were spent shooting hoops in the driveway with her family.

With her fierce competitiveness, radiant energy, and astonishing memory, Lucy tackled
every challenge, whether academic or athletic, with heart and spirit. She was a force of
nature, full of kindness, strength, and spark. She was ready for any challenge.

Lucy is preceded in death by her paternal grandparents, Charles and Mary Dillon. She is
survived by her loving parents, Brandt and Lisa Dillon; her cherished sister, Charley Dillon;
half-sisters, Maren Dillon and Miranda Dillon Hassler; her maternal grandparents, Suki
Posevina and Joe Posevina and her uncle, Michael Posevina.

A Celebration of Lucy’s Life will be held on Saturday, July 12,2025 at 11:00 AM at
Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church, followed by a reception in the sanctuary lobby. All
who knew and loved Lucy (both adults and children) are warmly invited to attend.

In lieu of flowers, the family invites you to contribute to a special fund established in Lucy’s
name. This fund will support meaningful philanthropic efforts that reflect her beautiful
spirit and ensure that her light continues to shine brightly in the world.

www.zeffy.com/donation-form/lucy-dillon-legacy-fund

DONATIONS

Lucy Dillon Legacy Fund

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/houston-tx/lucy-dillon-1 2444934 2/14
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AN ACT

relating to campground and youth camp safety.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. This Act may be cited as the Heaven's 27 Camp
Safety Act.

SECTION 2. Section 141.002, Health and Safety Code, is
amended by amending Subdivision (1) and adding Subdivisions (1l-a),
(2-a), (2-b), and (2-c) to read as follows:

(1) ~“Cabin' means: a  'structure used 'to “prowvide

temporary sleeping quarters for campers.

(1-a) "Camper" means a minor who is attending a youth

camp on a day care or boarding basis.

(2-a) "Floodplain" has the meaning assigned by Section

762,001

(2-b) "Floodway" means an area identified on the most

recent flood hazard map published by the Federal Emergency

Management Agency under the National Flood Insurance Act of 1968

(42 U.S.C. Section 4001 et seqg.) as a regulatory floodway.

(2-c) "Governmental entity" means this state or a
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(1) renew the license annually by submitting a renewal
application on a date determined by department rule on a form

provided by the department; and

(2) submit a renewal application not later than the

30th day after the date the person:

(A) alters the boundaries of a vyouth camp

operated by the person;

(B) completes construction of one or more new

cabins located on the premises of the camp; or

(C) completes any renovation to one or more

existing cabins located on the premises of the camp that:

(i) increases or decreases the number of

beds in an affected cabin; or

(ii) alters the method of ingress or egress

to an affected cabin.

SECTION 4. Chapter 141, Health and Safety Code, is amended
by adding Sections 141.0052, 141.0056, 141.0091, and 141.0092 to
read as follows:

Sec. 141.0052. PROHIBITED LICENSURE OF YOUTH CAMPS WITHIN

FLOODPLAIN; EXCEPTION. (a) The department shall not issue or renew

a youth camp license for a youth camp that operates one or more

cabins located within a floodplain.

AT - LR . - ~ PR ’ N Y -
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of water that:

(A) is not connected to a stream, river, or other

watercourse; or

(B) is dammed; orx

(2) each cabin is at least 1,000 feet from a floodway.

Sec. 141.0056. ONLINE YOUTH CAMP REGISTRY. The department

shall post, maintain, and update on the department's Internet

website a list of each youth camp with an active license issued

undexr this chapter.

Sec. 141.0091. ADDITIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY STANDARDS;

EMERGENCY PLAN. (a) As part of the health and safety standards

established under Section 141.009, the executive commissioner by

rule shall make applicable to a youth camp the requirements of

Chapter 762 in the same manner as those requirements apply to a

campground under that chapter.

(b) The executive commissioner by rule shall require a youth

camp operator in the emergency plan the operator develops for a

youth camp to:

(1) specify muster zones for campers and camp staff to

gather in an emergency event that requires evacuation from any

location within the premises of the camp;

(2) establish procedures for responding to an

- .- ) -~ al, 8 -~ ~
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accident, or death of one or more campers, visitors, camp staff, or

camp volunteers that occurs:

(i) on camp premises; or

(ii) while under the supervision of camp

staff;

(D) an aquatic emergency if the camp borders a

watercourse, lake, pond, or any other body of water;

(E) an epidemic;

(F) an unauthorized oY unknown individual

present on the camp's premises;

(G) a transportation emergency; and

(H) any other natural disaster or emergency event

required under department rules;

(3) establish procedures to identify and account for

each camper affected by the emergency event;

(4) establish procedures to notify and communicate

with:

(A) local emergency management services,

including the emergency management director or coordinator

designated under Section 418.1015, Government Code, by the

political subdivision within which the camp is located;

(B) camp administrative and medical services
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(c) The executive commissioner by rule shall require a youth

camp operator to, at each youth camp the operator operates:

(1) maintain an operable radio capable of providing

real-time weather alerts issued by the National Weather Service or

a similar professional weather service at the camp;

(2) install and maintain at the camp an emergency

warning system that:

(A) is capable of alerting all campers and camp

occupants of an emergency; and

(B) includes a public address system operable

without reliance on an Internet connection;

(3) monitor safety alerts issued:

(A) by the National Weather Service or a similar

professional weather service; and

(B) by local river authorities, if applicable to

the camp, or through other local emergency notification systems;

and

(4) certify the operator's compliance with this

subsection.

(d) In developing a youth camp's emergency plan, a youth

camp operator must annually submit the initial or updated plan to

the department for approval in the form and manner the department
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receives notice from the department of the plan's deficiencies.

(f) A youth camp operator shall include any updated youth

camp emergency plan as an attachment to each application to renew

the operator's license under Section 141.005.

(g) Notwithstanding Section 762.002(c), not later than the

10th business day following the date the department approves a

youth camp's emergency plan or, if the department determines the

plan is deficient under Subsection (e), the camp's revised

emergency plan, the operator shall provide a copy of the plan to:

(1) = for - asicamp < locatedisin fa  municipalkityi - =sthe

emergency management director or coordinator designated under

Section 418.1015, Government Code, for the municipality; and

(2) the emergency management director or coordinator

designated under Section 418.1015, Government Code, for the county.

(h) In developing a youth camp's emergency plan, a youth

camp operator may consult with an emergency management director or

coordinator described by Subsection (g).

(i) The department shall store in a digital database each

emergency plan submitted to the department under this section or

Section 762.002 and provide access to that database to:

(1) the Texas Division of Emergency Management; and

(2) each memberx of the Youth Camp Safety

C P ] . a —_— . - - -~ R - A= ~ -
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(A) a camper who is participating in a camp

session; or

(B) a prospective camper who is registered to

participate in a future camp session;

(2) notify the parent or legal guardian of a camper or

prospective camper described by Subdivision (1) if any area of the

camp is located within a floodplain; and

(3) ensure the parent or legal guardian signs and

submits to the operator a statement acknowledging receipt of the

notice required under Subdivision (2).

(k) Not more than 48 hours after each youth camp session

begins, the youth camp operator or a youth camp staff member shall

conduct a mandatory safety orientation that:

(1) notifies each camper of the camp's boundaries and

any hazards present on the camp premises;

(2) instructs each camper on behavioral expectations

in an emergency event; and

(3) provides each camper developmentally appropriate

instruction on the appropriate actions and procedures to follow in

an emergency event, in accordance with the camp's emergency plan

required under this section and Section 762.002.

(1) At least once a year, a youth camp operator shall:

4=y CHIE - v . - L] - -
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established by department rule;

(3) instruct each staff member and volunteer on the

proper procedures to follow in an emergency event under the plan;

and

(4) maintain written records documenting each staff

member's and volunteer's successful completion of the training

required under this subsection.

(m) A youth camp operator shall:

(1) conspicuously post in each cabin on the youth camp

premises the proper evacuation route described in the youth camp's

emergency plan; and

(2) ensure each evacuation route on the camp premises

is illuminated at night.

(n) Notwithstanding Section 141.0025, the department shall

not grant a waiver from a requirement prescribed under this section

or Chapter 762.

(o) An emergency plan submitted to, received by, or accessed

by the department, the Texas Division of Emergency Management, an

emergency management director or coordinator designated under

Section 418.1015, Government Code, or any other governmental entity

under this section is confidential and not subject to disclosure

under Chapter 552, Government Code.
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(1) Internet services through a broadband service that

connects to the Internet using end-to-end fiber optic facilities;

and

(2) a secondary Internet connection through a

broadband service distinct from the service described under

Subdivision (1).

SECTION 5. Section 141.008(a), Health and Safety Code, is
amended to read as follows:

(a) The executive commissioner may adopt rules to implement
this chapter. In adopting the rules the executive commissioner
shall comply with Subchapter B, Chapter 2001, Government Code,

including Sections 2001.032(b) and 2001.033, Government Code. [I=m

SECTION 6. Subtitle A, Title 9, Health and Safety Code, is

amended by adding Chapter 762 to read as follows:

CHAPTER 762. CAMPGROUND SAFETY

Sec. 762.001. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter:

(1) "Cabin" means a structure used to provide

temporary sleeping quarters for transient overnight guests.

(2) "Campground" means, regardless of profit:

so-n . - . - . - . (R
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operates, controls, or supervises a campground, regardless of

profits

(4) "Floodplain" means any area within a 100-year

floodplain identified by the Federal Emergency Management Agency

under the National Flood Insurance Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. Section

4001 et seq.). This term includes any area removed from the

100-year floodplain by a letter of map amendment, a letter of map

revision based on fill, or a substantially similar administrative

process conducted by the Federal Emergency Management Agency.

(5) "Governmental entity" means this state or a state

agency or political subdivision of this state.

Sec. 762.002. FLOODPLAIN SAFETY REQUIREMENTS. (a) A

campground operator shall:

(1) install and maintain in each campground cabin

located within the floodplain an emergency ladder capable of

providing access to the cabin's roof; and

(2) develop an emergency evacuation plan for:

(A) evacuating on issuance of a flash flood or

flood warning campground occupants who are at a campground area

within the floodplain;

(B) evacuating campground occupants on issuance

of an evacuation order by the emergency management director orx

- ‘ - . . - - —~ I A~ o ~a - -— . —~ =
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issuance of:

(i) a tornado warning; or

(ii) an order to shelter in place issued by

the emergency management director or coordinator for the county or,

if applicable, the municipality in which the campground is located.

(b) A campground operator shall:

(1) implement the emergency evacuation plan developed

under Subsection (a)(2)(A) on issuance by the National Weather

Service of a flash flood or flood warning for an area of the

campground; and

(2) implement the emergency evacuation plan developed

under Subsection (a)(2)(C) on issuance by the National Weather

Service of a tornado warning for an area of the campground.

(c) A campground operator shall send a copy of an emergency

evacuation plan developed under Subsection (a)(2) to:

(1) for a campground located in a municipality, the

emergency management director or coordinator designated under

Section 418.1015, Government Code, for the municipality; and

(2) the emergency management director or coordinator

designated under Section 418.1015, Government Code, for the county.

(d) An emergency plan submitted to, received by, or accessed

by an emergency management director or coordinator under Section

A~ -~ - —_ . —~ - . - o el -
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entity.

(b) A campground must comply with the National Fire

Protection Association 1194, Standard for Recreational Vehicle

Parks and Campgrounds, 2021 Edition, other than Sections 1.1.1 and

bl des

(c) A governmental entity may adopt a policy, rule,

ordinance, or order to regulate environmental health and

sanitation, electrical distribution system safety, 1liquefied

petroleum gas storage and dispensing safety, or fire protection

only if the policy, rule, ordinance, or order does not impose

standards more stringent than the standards described under

Subsection (b).

SECTION 7. Section 141.0035(b), Health and Safety Code, is
repealed.

SECTION 8. Not later than January 1, 2026, the executive
commissioner of the Health and Human Services Commission shall
adopt the rules required by Section 141.0091, Health and Safety
Code, as added by this Act.

SECTION 9. Notwithstanding Section 141.0091, Health and
Safety Code, as added by this Act, a youth camp operator is not
required to submit a youth camp emergency plan to the Department of

State Health Services:until April-1,2026%

~— e —— e A~ —_— - . . " —~ - . . - . - . -
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President of the Senate Speaker of the House

I hereby certify that S.B. No. 1 passed the Senate on
August 21, 2025, by the following vote: Yeas 28, Nays 0; and that
the Senate concurred in House amendment on September 3, 2025, by

the following vote: Yeas 26, Nays O.

Secretary of the Senate
I hereby certify that S.B. No. 1 passed the House, with
amendment, on September 3, 2025, by the following vote: Yeas 120,

Nays 4, one present not voting.

Chief Clerk of the House

Approved:

Date

Governor
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EXAMINER

CLASSIFIED Services | Real Estate | Auctions | Business Opportunities

arketplace .o

TQ ADVERTISE
Call (281) 378-1000

HoustonChro

Hows to pay for your ad: All payments due upon receipt of your ad. Payment methods accepted: VISA, MC, AMEX,
Discover, check by phane. You may cancel your ad at any time, however, cost will remain the same. Rates are

non-transferable to new ads. Some restrictions apply.

Business Hours: Classified Department: 8am-5pm, Mon-Fii

Publication Dates:
Conroe Courier: Mon-3Sun; All other Pubs: Wednesday Only

Hot Rods of Texas

Fall Conroe Automotive Swap Meet
& Car Corral
October 24-26
@ Montgomery Co., Fairgrounds/Conroe.
Spectators Free Parking.
Preregister now.
(337) 249-7667 | hotrodsoftexas.com

RTNOU)

CONCRETE

e Driveways
o Sidewalks
o Patios

Don' 713:-922-6200

RIO GRANDE FENCE COMPANY
“A PROFESSIONAL FENCE COMPANY”
WOOD)[\WROUGHT IRON
PVC|[{CHAIN LINK
DRIVE GATES
'ACCESS SYSTEMS
www.riograndefence:net

713-862-7320
Adriams Tree

“Unbeatable Quality, Unbeatable Prices”

Licensed/Insured - Free Estimates

© Trimming
© Removal @ Debris Hauling
@ Sod and Mulch Installation
© Demolition Bobcat Work
Affordable & Experienced For Over 15 Years

Call; 713-501-0184

Your Personal PC Tech
) Virus Removal « Repairs » Wired/Wireless Networking
Hardware & Software Installation * Build Custom PC’s
utorials = Share Broadband Connection « A+ Certified

_Call James 713-478-3195

Employment

TO ADVERTISE:
recruitment@hcnonline.com

OPERATIONS PROJECT ENGINEER

TAS Energy Inc. Edu Req/See Below
Houston, TX Yrs Exp/See Below

See Below To Apply FullTime

TAS Energy Inc. seeks Operations Project Engineer for its Houston,
TX office o ensure on-time and on-budget delivery of high-quality

products and verify all needed information prior to and during the

manufacturing process. 5% to 10% domestc travel, Emal resumes

to sporter@tas.com. Please reference job title in subject lin
SYSTEMS
Cypress, TX Yrs exp/See Below

See Below to Apply Full-Time

Tapal Information Systems Inc seeks Systems Engineer in Cypress,

to review project plans to plan & coord project activty. Provide

users w/ techn'l support for comp problems.

resources, providing for data secum strategic computing,

disaster recovery. Stay abreast of a vances in tech. Consult w/

users, et vendors, & technicians to assess computng nceds &

system reqmts. Dvip policies, &

Review & approve al systems charts & prgms prior o their it
Prep & review operational reports or project progress repol

Manage backup, security & user help systems, Candidate shou\d

ave a U.S Baghelor's De in Comp S or Electrical Engg or

foreign equiv & 24 m of exp in the job offrd or itd field in Systems

g, 400rs/wk. Resume: Shabbir Tapal, G818 Fry Rd # 150, Unit 71,
Cyaact TX oA

Dvip comp info

ervice

MARKETPLACE

Marketplace.HoustonChronicle.com

Adore 1t

Look for your next pet
in our classifieds.

WANTED

To buy guns new & old.
Cash Paid Quickly. Honest Buyer
with over 40 years’ experience.
No collection too small or Large.
Call Today, Mark 713-828-0320

Do you have puppies to sell?
Call Today!

281-378-1000

Y e

What makes newspapers
the best source for
public notice?

Newspapers are read both in print and online.

o are the public notices we pubish. And after
they're published, we archive them. Forever.

Local Matters.
southeasttexas.com

TO ADVERTISE:

-378-1000

BUSINESS HOURS: 8am-5pm, Mon-Fri

STOP
ROOF LEAK

$199 SMALL ROOF LEAK
Special of the Month.
5 year warranty labor & materials.

346-503-5633
BUDGET ROOF REPAIRS

PAINTING

Interior/Exterior Painting * Sheetrock
Textures * Power Washing

Like Us on Facebook
and Get $100 Off

Min. of $500
- o Insured,

References
Call Luis Fuentes

713-298-8393

www.smart-improvements.com

JLP PAINTING

SERVING LOCAL COMMUNITY FOR OVER 30 YEARS
Summer Specials call for details

Interior & Exterior Painting
Epoxy Garage Floor Painting
General Repairs & Carpentry

Hardie Plank Siding Specialist
Power Washing * Sheetrock/Texture
Window & Door Replacement

281-578-1124
www.jlppainting.com
www.jlpwindows.com

A CALLTO SCHEDULE FREE ESTIMATE
LP
PAINTING

LEGAL NOTICES
713.362.63638

Senior Citizen Discount
— legalsochron.com s

visa

Drive it.

ubic orum willbe heldon Tuescay
1400 pm. inthe

Apl
Odtober 28, 2025,
Memorial Drive Elementary Sch

QWD) fbrary at 1202 e Roac,
77024, in consideration of the nami

of the MDE science lab in memmy I
beloved MOE student Lucy Dillon. Lucy
passed away in the July 4 flood while a
camper at Camp Mystic.
PLHCNOIOGI42

ST AUTO STORAGE

246
'YEAR MAKE VIN CHARGES
2013 UTILITY 1UYVS2535DU510522
1372.27
2007 CHRYSLER 2C3KA53G87H692255
44780

IPLHCNOLO7064
The following venicles were fowed o and
may be retrieved @ 1700 Brittmoore Rd.
Houston, Texas 77043 713-468-4242.
Vsriooooste

CHARGES
JEOLTERAS PRIGE TRAILER 7HOG-
C5038MB026191 $4771.82
2015 NISSAN IN4AL3APIFNB61798
844784
2004 HONDA 1HGCM826X4A012689

20121SUZU 54DBAWIBICS805140

JUDICIAL LAW CLERKS / LEGAL RESEARCH ANALYST
Busra Turan, Merit Law LLP. Ed pref/See Below
Houston, TX Yrs Exp/See Below
See Below To Apply Full-Time

Judicial Law Clerks / Legal Research Analyst will be employed in

X, Review dlient docs, gather missing information
conduct legal research, prep briefe/memoranda, draft & prooiread
legal opinions, manage case processes, coord w/ attorneys,
communicate w/ clients, Req, Bachelor's in Law + 12 m
$56,347/yr, M-F, 40 hrs/wk. Send resume by mail only to: Busra
Turan, Mérit Law LLP, 11011 Richmond Ave., Ste. 840, Houston, TX
77042-6720

Planning your
garage sale?

www.southeasttexas.com

Advertise it!
281-378-1000

2026 BUW Someone is looking

ZﬂlﬁbHVuNDN KMHCT4AE2GU089428
$398.37 for your car.
Pircus150
Advertise it Call today to
advertise in
Buy or sell it the classifieds

online and in print

281-378-1000 281-378-1000

W1 v counery HousroN commuNTY
Peprec \ LRy
D S

; A Diision ofthe Howston Chonicie

Local Matters. Local Matters.

souteastoascom

Houston Chronicle file

Assistant Principal Nicole Perez shows leaking roof
issues in a classroom during a tour of Durham
Elementary School in June 2024 in Houston.

Over 2,200 HVAC
complaints filed by
HISD in August

By Megan Menchaca

STAFF WRITER

Houston ISD reported
more than 2,200 heating,
ventilation and air condi-
tioning  problems  at
schools and other district
buildings in August, ac-
cording to district data.

HISD employees sub-
mitted 2,218 work orders
for HVAC problems in
August, including 19
emergency requests and
858 urgent requests. The
work orders include mul-
tiple requests to fix air
conditioning leaks, chill-
ers in alarm, and rooms
that were either too cold or
too hot.

The volume of work or-
ders was more than 15%
higher than the previous
year. In August 2024,
HISD had 1,927 HVAC
complaints, including 81

emergency  complaints
and 194 urgent com-
plaints.

In both years, students
began classes on Aug. 12.

Waltrip High School in
Houston’s Oak  Forest
neighborhood had the
highest number of inci-
dents among any campus
in the district, with 42
complaints. Nearly all of
the work orders were for
“routine” issues, which in-
clude requests to repair
A/C units or leaks in cer-
tain rooms, records show.

‘Waltrip is one of 36
schools that will receive
funds for roof and HVAC

improvements  through
the district’s $120 million
maintenance tax note. The
state-appointed Board of
Managers approved the
short-term, low-interest
loan in May after the fail-
ure of a massive bond at
the polls last year. Waltrip
is slated to receive about
$4.2 million for roof up-
grades and over $500,000
for HVAC improvements
from that new effort to
deal with maintenance is-
sues.

The other campuses
with the highest number
of HVAC complaints in
August were  Attucks
Middle School, West Uni-
versity Elementary
School, Fonville Middle
School and Welch Middle
School. Each school had at
least 28 complaints re-
ported.

‘While the majority of
the affected buildings
were schools, the list in-
cludes other facilities,
such as Delmar Field-
house, the HISD Educa-
tional Learning Center
and the Hattie Mae White
Educational Support Cen-
ter, where the Board of
Managers meets.

HISD did not respond
to a request for comment
on the data. According to
HISD’s draft district im-
provement plan, adminis-
trators are aiming to re-
duce HVAC complaints
about temperature control
and air quality by 25% de-
crease by July 2026.

Houston ISD hikes
property tax rates

By Nusaiba Mizan
STAFF WRITER

Houston ISD raised its
2025 tax rate Wednesday
by nearly 3 cents per $100
of taxable value.

The district used what’s
called “disaster pennies”
that under Texas law
helps school districts re-
cover from disasters with-
out voter approval. HISD
incurred costs to respond
to Hurricane Beryl dam-
age last year, according to
the appointed Board of
Managers’ meeting agen-
d.

a.

HISD did not respond
to questions about how
much total additional rev-
enue the increase would
bring or how that addi-
tional revenue would be
used.

The tax rate increased
from $0.8489 per $100 of
taxable value to $0.8783,
allocating  the  same
amount of revenue toward
bond debt and a greater
amount toward mainte-
nance and operations
costs.

The maintenance and
operations tax rate is now
one cent higher than the
previous tax year’s, from
$0.7016 to $0.7116.

HISD’s Chief of Finance
and Business Services Jim
Terry said Wednesday
that HISD’s total new tax
rate is lower than other
area school districts, in-
cluding Pasadena, Spring,
Pearland, Katy, Fort Bend,
Aldine, Cypress-Fair-
banks, Alief and Conroe
ISDs.

The district is facing a
decrease in assessed prop-
erty value between the
2024 and 2025 tax years,
from $237 billion to $218
billion, according to the
‘Wednesday presentation.

Terry gave an estimated
tax bill with average home
value, average homestead
exemption, average home
taxable value and the new
tax rate, amounting to a
total tax bill of $2,217. This
total bill is less than last
year’s tax bill, the presen-
tation showed.

The district suffered
nearly $9.4 million in costs
after Hurricane Beryl in
July 2024 and $6.4 million
after a deadly May 2024
storm, for a total of $15.8
million, according to Jan-
uary board documents.

It may take years for the
insurance processes for
the May derecho and Ber-
yl to be completed. The
claim for Hurricane Har-
vey in 2017, for example,
was finalized in 2024, said
HISD’s deputy chief of fi-

nance and operations
Alexis Licata.
In general, Houston

ISD is limited in how
much it can collect in tax
revenue due to state law,
and HISD had to commit
to granting a 20% exemp-
tion of appraised value to
property owners for tax
year 2025. The Legislature
does not allow a school
district thatadopted a per-
centage homestead ex-
emption for tax year 2022
to reduce that exemption
or repeal the exemption
until 2027.
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Kids’ Meals sets goal:
Double daily meals
for hungry chlldren

By Maliya Ellis

STAFF WRITER

Forget glass facades or
gleaming marble. Kids’
Meals’ new building in
Spring Branch welcomes
visitors with something far
simpler: a giant brown pa-
per bag, the everyday sym-
bol of its mission.

“It's allabout nutrition in
a brown bag, in the hands
of a hungry child,” CEO
Beth Harp told the Hous-
ton Chronicle.

‘With the opening of the
50,000-square-foot facility
last month, Kids' Meals
plans to scale up that mis-
sion. The goal is to pack
and  distribute 26,000
meals each weekday by
2031 — more than double
the nonprofit’s current
reach 0f 10,000 a day. Real-
izing that goal will require
more funding to buy ingre-
dients and more volunteers
to turn those ingredients
into nutritious meals.

With that expected leap
forward in capacity, Kids’
Meals hopes to make a dent
in the Houston area’s sig-
nificant need. Food insecu-
rity in Harris County is tri-
ple the national average, ac-
cording toa Rice University
study. The city of Houston
also has the highest child
poverty rate of the coun-
try’s largest 10 cities, with
31.7% of Houstonians 18 or
younger living below the
federal poverty line.

The new ExxonMobil
campus — named for the
energy giant’s $3 million
donation — now houses all
operations and doubles
volunteer capacity, Harp
said.

It also features an onsite
cafe with food that staffand
volunteers can purchase,
operated by partner non-
profit Belong Kitchen and
staffed by 1 adults with in-
tellectual disabilities.

Its warehouse space also
nearly triples its previous
inventory capacity, with
space for 22 semi trucks
worth of food compared
with the previously build-
ing’s eight trucks’ worth.
Limited space at the former
location meant Kids’ Meals
occasionally declined do-
nations, including $45,000
worth of cheese, said COO
John Day. Now, the non-
profit’s cavernous ware-
house means it can accept
most donations — includ-
ing more fresh produce —
and unlock cost savings by

Michelle Watsun/CDuneSy of
is' Meals

Kids’ Meals’ new
building opened Sept. 24
in Spring Branch.

ture-designed building al-
so has sprinkles of whimsy,
from spherical bollards in
the parking lot that look
like red delicious apples, to
a refurbished 1969 Volks-
wagen bus in the lobby, toa
gallery-style display of
hand-painted brown paper
bags mounted on the wall.
A 10,000-square-foot lawn
outside serves both as an
event space and as a poten-
tial site to expand the ware-
house.

The lighthearted touch-
es are meant to defray the
stigma that families in need
can feel when asking for
help, Harp said. Families
are eligible for Kids’ Meals
if they live in one of 56 ZIP
codes in Harris and Mont-
gomery counties, have at
least one child 5 or under,
and fall below certain
monthly income thresh-
olds (34,957 a month for a
family of four). Kids’ Meals
focuses on preschool-aged
children because they are
too young to access free
school meals, but the non-
profit serves every child in
the household when school
isn’t in session.

Each meal contains a
protein item, snack, fruit,
water, juice and milk,
served in a brown bag
adorned with a volunteer-
drawn illustration. On a re-
cent weekday, corporate
volunteers placed slices of
ham and cheese on torti-
llas, paired with trail mix
and oranges.

The nonprofit, founded
in 2006, has ambitions be-
yond emergency assis-
tance. Kids’ Meals services
can save parents up to $9 a
day per child, money that
parents can allocate toward
longer-term goals like sav-
ing for educational needs,

buying in bulk. Harp said. And starting
“Now we say yes to ev- this month, Kids’ Meals
erything — everything plans to host monthly
that’s healthy,” Day said. workshops on topics like fi-
The building’s layout is  nancial literacy and tech-
designed for effici nology through

First, volunteers assemble
the brown bags in a large,
light-filled room; then the
lunches are packed into
black coolers and stacked
in a refrigerated space next
door; from there, 23 full-
time van drivers (or “hope
providers,” in Kids’ Meals
parlance) load the coolers
up and set out on their reg-
ular delivery routes.

“We have it down to a
science,” Harp said.

The Kirksey Architec-

partnerships with other
community groups, with
the aim of equipping resi-
dents with tools for self-
sufficiency.

But in Harp’s view, even
the act of delivering a free
meal to a struggling fami-
1y’s door can be a small step
toward disrupting the cycle
of generational poverty.

“That's how you help
people get out,” she said.
“You offer them hope that
there is a way out.”

KATY

From page A2

public that focuses on stu-
dent gains.”

Under scrutiny

The pattern of prolonged
disputes has played out
most visibly during de-
bates over social and cul-
tural policies that have
drawn national scrutiny.

The board has faced re-
peated controversy over
hook removals and policies
affecting transgender stu-
dents.

In 2024, trustees voted
5-2 to expand book ban cri-
teria to include works ref-
erencing gender fluidity, a
move that split the board
and drew national cover-
age.
Earlier, a 4-3 vote re-
quired staff to notify par-

ents if a student requests a
different name or pronoun
at school — prompting
emotional testimony from
students and families who
said the policy endangered
them.

These ideological fights,
paired with marathon
meetings and tense ex-
changes, have fueled public
frustration and percep-
tions of dysfunction. The
governance workshop was
intended to help the seven-
member board move be-
yond those divisions and
recenter its work on aca-
demics.

The board’s composition
shifted after the May elec-
tion, when former presi-
dent Victor Perez lost his
seat to James Cross, who
campaigned on reducing
political fights and focus-
ing on student perfor-
mance.
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can begin

Voucher program
to start in February

Contract details how, when state will dole out
money for private school, homeschool costs

By Isaac Yu
and Elizabeth Sander
STAFF WRITERS

Texas families interest-
ed in school vouchers will
be able to apply begin-
ning in February, accord-
ing to newly obtained
documents outlining the
rollout of the landmark $1
billion program.

The window for fami-
lies to sign their children
up is set to run from Feb.
4 to March 20. Decisions
about awarded vouchers
will be finalized by May 1,
with the money accessi-
ble in digital wallets be-
ginning July 1.

The timeline, detailed
in contracting documents
obtained by  Hearst
Newspapers via a public
records request, is the
most specific plan seen so
far for the new Texas Ed-
ucation Freedom Ac-
counts program, which
will provide state dollars
to pay a wide variety of
educational expenses, in-
cluding private school tu-
ition and homeschool
costs. Families had previ-
ously been told to expect
applications to open in
“early 2026.”

The program is meant
to prioritize low-income
families and projected to
serve around 100,000 stu-
dents. Families will be el-
igible to receive up to
$10,500 for children in
private school, up to
$30,000 for children with
special needs, or $2,000
for homeschoolers for the
2026-27 school year.

The proposed timeline
conflicts with the typical
application deadlines for
many private schools,
with some accepting ap-
plications only until the
end of 2025 or early 2026.
That means many fami-
lies may need to decide to
apply to private school
before knowing whether
the school will be ap-
proved for use with a
voucher, or whether they
will receive a voucher at
all.

For example, at Awty
International School, a
highly rated private
school in Houston with
tuition at $36,610 for this
year, prospective stu-
dents must apply before
Jan.15 and will receive ad-
missions notifications by
March 5, according to the
website. Students must
reply to the offer of ad-
mission and enroll by
March 25, almost two
months before families
are scheduled to receive
final notification of a
voucher award on May 1.

Awty has not yet made
a public statement about
whether the school will
apply to be part of the
program. Many area
schools, like The West-
view School, a private
school for students with
autism, are awaiting the
release of the final rules
for the program by the
comptroller before mak-
ing a decision, which are
expected by the end of the
month.

The documents also
show that Odyssey, the
New York-based technol-
ogy firm selected to run
the program last week,
received a contract worth

$26 million that runs over
the next two years, with
an option for the state to
renew it for two more
years.

Before the year’s end,
eligible private schools
and vendors can apply to
be recipients of the allot-
ted funding, according to
the contract. Odyssey ex-
pects to open those appli-
cations on Dec. 2.

Odyssey, which was
founded in 2021 and also
runs school choice pro-
grams in  Louisiana,
Georgia, Utah and Iowa,
was selected as the ven-
dor from among 11 compa-
nies that submitted bids
for the lucrative contract,
which is expected to grow
alongside the program in
coming years.

Legislators had bud-
geted up to 5% of the pro-
gram’s costs for a tech-
nology vendor, or up to
$50 million over the first

two years.
The contract outlines
some  penalties that

would be imposed if Od-
yssey does not meet cer-
tain performance stan-
dards, such as keeping its
online platforms running
and processing transac-
tions quickly.

The program is meant
to prioritize
low-income families
and projected to serve
around 100,000
students. Families will
be eligible to receive up
to $10,500 for children
in private school, up to
$30,000 for children
with special needs, or
$2,000 for
homeschoolers for the
2026-27 school year.

Odyssey was the top-
scoring company in pre-
vious performance and
its proposal, according to
a scoring rubric of the fi-
nalist proposals. Both
Classwallet’s and Student
First Technologies’ bids
also came in at a much
higher estimated cost,
priced at around $40 or
$50 million, respectively,
over the two years.

The comptroller’s of-
fice has also initiated a
plan to market the pro-
gram to families state-
wide, slated to begin Oct.
31. Odyssey will partner
with three companies, ac-
cording to the subcon-
tracting plan it submit-
ted: Steel Digital Studios
Inc., an Austin-based dig-
ital advertiser; Vianovo, a
political and strategic
communications  firm;
and Outschool.org, a
nonprofit that has partic-
ipated in outreach for
voucher programs in Vir-
ginia, Arkansas and
South  Carolina.  The
three subcontractors will
receive around $1.2 mil-
lion of Odyssey’s total
contract.

Steel Digital Studios
and Outschool.org were
selected based on their
“specialized  expertise
and proven success in
reaching Texas families,
schools and vendors, par-
ticularly in underserved
and rural communities,”
Odyssey stated in the
documents.
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PVC|[{CHAIN LINK
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'ACCESS SYSTEMS
www.riograndefence:net

Adriams Tree

“Unbeatable Quality, Unbeatable Prices”

Licensed/Insured - Free Estimates
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© Removal @ Debris Hauling
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Affordable & Experienced For Over 15 Years
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utorials = Share Broadband Connection « A+ Certified

_Call James 713-478-3195

Epoxy Garage Floor Painting
General Repairs & Carpentry
Hardie Plank Siding Specialist
Power Washing * Sheetrock/Texture
Window & Door Replacement

281-578-1124

Employment

TO ADVERTISE:
recruitment@hcnonline.com

www.jlppainting.com
www.jlpwindows.com

A CALLTO SCHEDULE FREE ESTIMATE
LP
PAINTING

LEGAL NOTICES
713.362.63638

Senior Citizen Discount
— legalsochron.com s

visa

Drive it.

ubic orum willbe heldon Tuescay
1400 pm. inthe

Apl
Odtober 28, 2025,

OPERATIONS PROJECT ENGINEER

TAS Energy Inc. Edu Req/See Below
Houston, TX Yrs Exp/See Below

See Below To Apply FullTime

TAS Energy Inc. seeks Operations Project Engineer for its Houston,
TX office o ensure on-time and on-budget delivery of high-quality
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to review project plans to plan & coord project activty. Provide
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1372.27
2007 CHRYSLER 2C3KA53G87H692255
44780

IPLHCNOLO7064

The following venicles were fowed o and
4 © 1700 Brtmoore R

77043 713-468-4242

A
C5038MB026191 $4771.82
2015 NISSAN INAAL3APIFNS61798

844784
2004 HONDA 1HGCM826X4A012689
2012 1SUZU 54DBAW1BICS805140

JUDICIAL LAW CLERKS / LEGAL RESEARCH ANALYST
Busra Turan, Merit Law LLP. Ed pref/See Below
Houston, TX Yrs Exp/See Below
See Below To Apply Full-Time
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X, Review dlient docs, gather missing information
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legal opinions, manage case processes, coord w/ attorneys,
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By Isaac Yu
and Elizabeth Sander
STAFF WRITERS

Texas families interest-
ed in school vouchers will
be able to apply begin-
ning in February, accord-
ing to newly obtained
documents outlining the
rollout of the landmark $1
billion program.

The window for fami-
lies to sign their children
up is set to run from Feb.
4 to March 20. Decisions
about awarded vouchers
will be finalized by May 1,
with the money accessi-
ble in digital wallets be-
ginning July 1.

The timeline, detailed
in contracting documents
obtained by  Hearst
Newspapers via a public
records request, is the
most specific plan seen so
far for the new Texas Ed-
ucation Freedom Ac-
counts program, which
will provide state dollars
to pay a wide variety of
educational expenses, in-
cluding private school tu-
ition and homeschool
costs. Families had previ-
ously been told to expect
applications to open in
“early 2026.”

The program is meant
to prioritize low-income
families and projected to
serve around 100,000 stu-
dents. Families will be el-
igible to receive up to
$10,500 for children in
private school, up to
$30,000 for children with
special needs, or $2,000
for homeschoolers for the
2026-27 school year.

The proposed timeline
conflicts with the typical
application deadlines for
many private schools,
with some accepting ap-
plications only until the
end of 2025 or early 2026.
That means many fami-
lies may need to decide to
apply to private school
before knowing whether
the school will be ap-
proved for use with a
voucher, or whether they
will receive a voucher at
all.

For example, at Awty
International School, a
highly rated private
school in Houston with
tuition at $36,610 for this
year, prospective stu-
dents must apply before
Jan.15 and will receive ad-
missions notifications by
March 5, according to the
website. Students must
reply to the offer of ad-
mission and enroll by
March 25, almost two
months before families
are scheduled to receive
final notification of a
voucher award on May 1.

Awty has not yet made
a public statement about
whether the school will
apply to be part of the
program. Many area
schools, like The West-
view School, a private
school for students with
autism, are awaiting the
release of the final rules
for the program by the
comptroller before mak-
ing a decision, which are
expected by the end of the
month.

The documents also
show that Odyssey, the
New York-based technol-
ogy firm selected to run
the program last week,
received a contract worth

$26 million that runs over
the next two years, with
an option for the state to
renew it for two more
years.

Before the year’s end,
eligible private schools
and vendors can apply to
be recipients of the allot-
ted funding, according to
the contract. Odyssey ex-
pects to open those appli-
cations on Dec. 2.

Odyssey, which was
founded in 2021 and also
runs school choice pro-
grams in  Louisiana,
Georgia, Utah and Iowa,
was selected as the ven-
dor from among 11 compa-
nies that submitted bids
for the lucrative contract,
which is expected to grow
alongside the program in
coming years.

Legislators had bud-
geted up to 5% of the pro-
gram’s costs for a tech-
nology vendor, or up to
$50 million over the first

two years.
The contract outlines
some  penalties that

would be imposed if Od-
yssey does not meet cer-
tain performance stan-
dards, such as keeping its
online platforms running
and processing transac-
tions quickly.

The program is meant
to prioritize
low-income families
and projected to serve
around 100,000
students. Families will
be eligible to receive up
to $10,500 for children
in private school, up to
$30,000 for children
with special needs, or
$2,000 for
homeschoolers for the
2026-27 school year.

Odyssey was the top-
scoring company in pre-
vious performance and
its proposal, according to
a scoring rubric of the fi-
nalist proposals. Both
Classwallet’s and Student
First Technologies’ bids
also came in at a much
higher estimated cost,
priced at around $40 or
$50 million, respectively,
over the two years.

The comptroller’s of-
fice has also initiated a
plan to market the pro-
gram to families state-
wide, slated to begin Oct.
31. Odyssey will partner
with three companies, ac-
cording to the subcon-
tracting plan it submit-
ted: Steel Digital Studios
Inc., an Austin-based dig-
ital advertiser; Vianovo, a
political and strategic
communications  firm;
and Outschool.org, a
nonprofit that has partic-
ipated in outreach for
voucher programs in Vir-
ginia, Arkansas and
South  Carolina.  The
three subcontractors will
receive around $1.2 mil-
lion of Odyssey’s total
contract.

Steel Digital Studios
and Outschool.org were
selected based on their
“specialized  expertise
and proven success in
reaching Texas families,
schools and vendors, par-
ticularly in underserved
and rural communities,”
Odyssey stated in the
documents.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC FORUM

A public forum will be held on Tuesday,
October 28, 2025, at 4:00 p.m. in the
Memorial Drive Elementary School
(MDE) library at 11202 Smithdale Road,
77024, in consideration of the naming
of the MDE science lab in memory of
beloved MDE student Lucy Dillon. Lucy
passed away in the July 4 flood while a
camper at Camp Mystic.

IPLHCN0106142

Page 2 of 2



Memorial Drive Elementary CIT

Agenda
October 22, 2025

o Proposal to dedicate room 133 in honor of Lucy Dillon.

o SBISD Board Policy for dedicating a facility requires CIT
approval followed by a public forum.

o If the CIT Team and public forum strongly support the proposal,
evidence of that support shall be forwarded to the Board’s
facilities liaison for next steps.

e MDE 2024 Data Presentation
e 2025-26 Campus Improvement Plan Review
o Goal 1- Student Achievement
m RTI Meetings 10/21. Several new students are in process
to receive intervention and/or receive a full individual
evaluations
m Parent Conferences scheduled Thursday and Friday
m For the first time, fifth grade did not have any unidentified
students to refer for intervention. The RTI system is
working!
o (Goal 2- Student Support
m Proud Pony Nominations Open to encourage T-2-4
Characteristics: Empathetic and Self-Aware
o Goal 3- Safe Schools
m The Campus Safety Committee Meeting for October was
a success.
m All drills have been completed.
o Goal 4- Fiscal Responsibility
m Total in supplies $16,616
m Total remaining as of 10/22- $14,506

Future Meetings: 1/21, 2/18, 3/25, 5/20


https://pol.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=599&code=CW#localTabContent
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1-jOyfAbNLxNZR0LjH1VAsONSeuUjeYJm/edit?slide=id.p1#slide=id.p1
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Thayer Hutcheson




Memorial Drive Elementary CIT

Minutes
October 22, 2025

Nine CIT Members in Attendance

o Proposal to dedicate room 133 in honor of Lucy Dillon.

m Discussion of proposed dedication of the current STEAM
lab in honor of beloved MDE student Lucy Dillon. The
principal explained the process in accordance with SBISD
Board Policy CW (Local).

m A vote was held and all nine members voted in favor of
dedicating the classroom in honor of Lucy Dillon.

o SBISD Board Policy for dedicating a facility requires CIT
approval followed by a public forum.

m Public Forum will be held at MDE Tuesday, October 28 at
4:00 p.m. in the MDE media center.

e MDE 2024 Data Presentation
o A brief overview of the data that has been covered in previous
CIT meetings. Reinforcement of the huge success in ranking
number one in Closing the Gaps among our cohort.
e 2025-26 Campus Improvement Plan Review
o Goal 1- Student Achievement

m RTI Meetings 10/21. Several new students are in process
to receive intervention and/or receive a full individual
evaluations

e Teachers explained the Response to Intervention
process and what happens during those meetings.

e \We covered the work that teachers do to prepare for
the meeting, including data collection.

e Explanation of how a student moves from
classroom intervention to intervention with the
reading or math specialist.

m Parent Conferences scheduled Thursday and Friday



https://pol.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=599&code=CW#localTabContent
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1-jOyfAbNLxNZR0LjH1VAsONSeuUjeYJm/edit?slide=id.p1#slide=id.p1

m For the first time, fifth grade did not have any unidentified
students to refer for intervention. The RTI system is
working!

e The principal discussed the significance of having
no new students in fifth grade identified for RTI.
The fifth grade teacher said that there were
approximately 8 students identified for Intervention
at this time last year. This is a huge improvement!

o Goal 2- Student Support

m Proud Pony Nominations Open to encourage T-2-4
Characteristics: Empathetic and Self-Aware

e Discussion of the positive impact of celebrating
positive behaviors during discipline assemblies.

e Positive parent feedback about the Crust Pizza
certificates given to the Proud Pony recipients.

o Goal 3- Safe Schools

m The Campus Safety Committee Meeting for October was
a success.

e Discussion about the important role Officer Carlton
Fishback plays in keeping our community safe and
building trusting relationships.

e Teachers reported that their students have been so
excited about receiving their “Tickets” from Officer
Carl when they are “caught reading.”

m All drills have been completed.

o (Goal 4- Fiscal Responsibility

m Total in supplies $16,616

m Total remaining as of 10/22- $14,506

e Staff shared that having a color printer upstairs is a
huge help.

e \ery positive feedback about our new technologist
and all of the support he has provided to the staff.

e General discussion about kindergarten roundup and
what steps we can take to estimate how many
kindergarten students we can expect next year and



how we can rebuild a robust Kindergarten Roundup.
Three CIT members have students in Pre-K, so they
are excited about this opportunity.

Future Meetings: 1/21, 2/18, 3/25, 5/20

Attendance

Thayer
Hutcheson Chair thayer.hutcheson@springbranchisd.com
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