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Excerpt from Our Shared Axis by Nadia Oian Vust (Literary Arts 2025)

So tell me again how you aren’t a writer and I’ll tell you the truth

Every single person who has held a breath on this earth

Is the poet

And the poem

And the truth

Is that all poets share a piece of the same sun

In Minneapolis, and it’s suburbs, I can’t see the stars

But I’m looking at you all, and I swear I can see the milky way



In the next 10 Minutes, you will learn what…

1. Perpich IS CURRENTLY Doing For You

2. Perpich COULD Do For You

3. Perpich PROVIDES for the State of MN



Perpich is a state agency.



Perpich is unique.

State Agency
● Governor
● MMB Policies 

(MN Management 
and Budget)

Perpich 
Center for 

Arts 
Education

Public School

● MDE
● MSBA Policies

(Minnesota School 
Board Association)



How is Perpich Center for Arts Education Funded?



Three legged stool – focus on PDR



What Perpich is Currently Doing for You
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Personalized PD & Support (Columns D-E & J-K) 

● Customized for your district
○ Dance (PE)
○ Theater
○ Music
○ Visual and Media Arts



Multi-Session Cohorts (Columns F & L)

● Theater
● Elementary Art
● Media Arts
● Regional Arts Teacher 

Leader (RATL)
● Comprehensive Arts 

Planning Program 
(CAPP) 27-29



Workshops open to Teachers Statewide (Columns G & L)

Click here to read full news stories

https://perpich.mn.gov/news/


Beyond the Metro
Perpich PDR consistently provides free 
PD to educators in EVERY one of MN’s 
67 Senate Districts.

Click here for full data set

FY25

● Lowest - SD 5 – 16 educators 

(Grand Rapids area)

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1d00OF_JiwHiRpOXqtAwJj_uYlP5pgM2v/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=102409317719571122805&rtpof=true&sd=true


Resource Library



Perpich Arts High School



Art Schools in MN



Student Demographics



Know What Perpich is CURRENTLY Doing for You

Find your district on both tabs of the shared spreadsheet!

Breathing Air
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Learn More About What Perpich Could Do For You

Follow us on social media 

Sign up for our newsletter(s) - email me or click on this Google Form

Check us out at your next conference – MREA, AMSD, MSBA, MASA

⭐ Star 

Breathing Air

https://forms.gle/HjedTSkzfkowdo9d8


“I’m awesome. I want to help your statewide work!”

Connect – reach out for a tour of Perpich and/ or a cup of coffee

Celebrate our 40th Anniversary - Sept 13, 1- 4pm

Say something nice about us to your State Reps

⭐ Star 

  Milky Way 🌌

Breathing Air



“In Minneapolis, and it’s suburbs, I can’t see the stars

But I’m looking at you all, and I swear I can see the milky way”

– Nadia Oian Vust 

Contact:
allegra.smisek@pcae.k12.mn.us

(612) 271-1698

Thank you!

mailto:allegra.smisek@pcae.k12.mn.us

