
 
 
 
 
 

Changes to the Jones Elementary/Intermediate 
2009-2010 Student Handbook & Code of Conduct 

 
Editorial changes based on the TASB Post-legislative Model Student 
Handbook: 
 
P. 4 - Granting Permission to Receive Parenting and Paternity Awareness 
Instruction 
As a parent, if your child is under the age of 14, you must grant permission for your child 
to receive instruction in the district’s parenting and paternity awareness program or your 
child will not be allowed to participate in the instruction.  This program, developed by the 
Office of the Texas Attorney General and the Texas State Board of Education, is 
incorporated into the district’s health education classes. 

P. 6 - Accommodations for Children of Military Families 
Children of military families will be provided flexibility regarding certain district 
requirements, including: 

 Immunization requirements. 

 Grade level, course, or educational program replacement. 

 Eligibility requirements for participation in extracurricular activities. 

 Graduation requirements. 

In addition, absences related to a student visiting with his or her parent related to leave or 
deployment activities may be excused by the district. 
 
P. 11 - Students enrolled in prekindergarten or kindergarten are required to attend 
school. 
 
P. 11 - 
A student in grades 3-8 will be required to attend any assigned accelerated instruction 
program, which may occur before or after school or during the summer, if the student 
does not meet the passing standards on the state assessment for his or her grade level and 
applicable subject area. 

 
 
 
 



P.11 - Exemptions to Compulsory Attendance 
State law allows exemptions to the compulsory attendance requirements for several types 
of absences.  These include the following activities and events: 

 Religious holy days; 

 Required court appearances; 

 Activities related to obtaining United States citizenship; 

 Service as an election clerk; and 

 Documented health-care appointments, including absences for recognized 
services for students diagnosed with autism spectrum disorders. 

P. 14 - Child Sexual Abuse 
The district has established a plan for addressing child sexual abuse, which may be 
accessed at the administrative offices.  As a parent, it is important for you to be aware of 
warning signs that could indicate a child may have been or is being sexually abused.  
Sexual abuse in the Texas Family Code is defined as any sexual conduct harmful to a 
child’s mental, emotional, or physical welfare as well as a failure to make a reasonable 
effort to prevent sexual conduct with a child.  Anyone who suspects that a child has been 
or may be abused or neglected has a legal responsibility, under state law, for reporting the 
suspected abuse or neglect to law enforcement or to Child Protective Services (CPS). 
Possible physical warning signs of sexual abuse could be difficulty sitting or walking, 
pain in the genital areas, and claims of stomachaches and headaches.  Behavioral 
indicators may include verbal references or pretend games of sexual activity between 
adults and children, fear of being along with adults of a particular gender, or sexually 
suggestive behavior.  Emotional warning signs to be aware of include withdrawal, 
depression, sleeping and eating disorders, and problems in school. 
A child who has experienced sexual abuse should be encouraged to seek out a trusted 
adult.  Be aware of a parent or other adult that disclosures of sexual abuse may be more 
indirect than disclosures of physical abuse, and it is important to be calm and comforting 
if your child, or another child, confides in you.  Reassure the child that he or she did the 
right thing by telling you. 
As a parent, if your child is a victim of sexual abuse, the campus counselor or principal 
will provide information regarding counseling options for you and your child available in 
your area.  The Texas Department of Family and Protective Services (TDFPS) also 
manages early intervention counseling programs.  To find out what services may be 
available to our county, see 
http://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Prevention_and Early_Intervention/Programs_Available 
_In_Your_County/default.asp. 
The following Web sites might help you become more aware of child sexual abuse:  
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index.aspx?id=2820
http://sapn.nonprofitoffice.com
http://www.taasa.org/member/materials2.php
http://www.oag.state.tx.us/AG _Publications/txts/childabuse1.shtml
http://www.oag.state.tx.us/AG_Publications/txts/childabuse2.shtml
Reports may be made to: 

http://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Prevention_and%20Early_Intervention/Programs_Available%20_In_Your_County/default.asp
http://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Prevention_and%20Early_Intervention/Programs_Available%20_In_Your_County/default.asp
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index.aspx?id=2820
http://sapn.nonprofitoffice.com/
http://www.taasa.org/member/materials2.php
http://www.oag.state.tx.us/AG%20_Publications/txts/childabuse1.shtml
http://www.oag.state.tx.us/AG_Publications/txts/childabuse2.shtml


The Child Protective Services (CPS) division of the Texas Department of Family and 
Protective Services (1-800-252-5400) 
 

P. 20 - Telecommunications Devices, Including Mobile Telephones 
For safety purposes, the district permits students to possess telecommunications devices, 
including mobile telephones; however these devices must remain turned off during the 
instructional day, including during all testing.  The use of mobile telephones in locker 
rooms or restroom areas at any time while at school or at a school related or school-
sponsored event is strictly prohibited. 
A student who uses a telecommunications device during the school day shall have the 
device confiscated.  The parent may pick up the confiscated device from the principal’s 
office. 
Confiscated telecommunications devices that are not retrieved by the parents will be 
disposed of after the notice required by law. (See policy FNCE.) 
Any disciplinary action will be in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct.  The 
district will not be responsible for damaged, lost, or stolen telecommunications devices. 

Other Electronic Devices 
Students are not permitted to possess such items as radios, CD players, MP3 players, 
video or audio recorders, DVD players, cameras, games, or other electronic devices at 
school, unless prior permission has been obtained from the principal.  Without such 
permission, teachers will collect the items and turn them in to the principal’s office.  The 
principal will determine whether to return items to students at the end of the day or to 
contact parents to pick up the items. 
Any disciplinary action will be in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct.  The 
district will not be responsible for any damages, lost, or stolen electronic device. 
Inappropriate Use of Technology 
Students are prohibited from sending or posting electronic messages that are abusive, 
obscene, sexually oriented, threatening, harassing, damaging to another’s reputation, or 
illegal.  This prohibition applies to conduct off school property if it results in a substantial 
disruption to the educational environment.  Any person taking, disseminating, 
transferring, or sharing obscene, sexually oriented, lewd, or otherwise illegal images or 
photographs will be disciplined according to the Student Code of Conduct and may, in 
certain circumstances, be reported to law enforcement. 
 
P. 27 - GANG-FREE ZONES 
Certain criminal offenses, including those involving organized criminal activity such as 
gang-related crimes, will be enhanced to the next highest category of offense if they are 
committed in a gang-free zone.  For purposes of the district, a gang-free zone includes a 
school bus and a location in, on, or within 1000 feet of any district-owned or leased 
property or campus playground. 
 



P. 31 - The immunizations required are: diphtheria, rubeola (measles), rubella (German 
measles), mumps, tetanus, pertussis, poliomyelitis, hepatitis A, hepatitis B, varicella 
(chicken pox) and meningococcal.   
 
P. 35 - A student will be promoted only on the basis of academic achievement or 
demonstrated proficiency in the subject matter of the course or grade level, the 
recommendation of the student’s teacher, the score received on any criterion referenced 
or state mandated assessment, and any other necessary academic information as 
determined by the district.  Parents of a student in grade 5 who does not perform 
satisfactorily on his or her exams will be notified that their child will participate in 
special instructional programs designed to improve performance. The student may be 
required to participate in this instruction before or after school hours or outside of the 
normal school year. 
 

P. 42 - TEXTBOOKS, Electronic Textbooks, and Technological 
Equipment 
State-approved textbooks are provided to students free of charge for each subject or class.  
Books must be covered by the student, as directed by the teacher, and treated with care.  
Electronic textbooks and technological equipment may also be provided to students, 
depending on the course and course objective.  A student who is issued a damaged item 
should report the damage to the teacher.  Any student failing to return an item in 
acceptable condition loses the right to free textbooks and technological equipment until 
the item is returned or paid for by the parent;  however, the student will be provided 
textbooks and equipment for use at school during the school day. 
 
P. 43 - Fasten their seat belts, if available. 

 
P. 45 – Glossary 
 
LAT stands for Linguistically Accommodated Testing, which is an assessment process 
for recent immigrant English language learners who are required to be assessed in certain 
grades and subjects under the NCLB Act. 
TAKS-Accommodated is a state mandated assessment based on the same grade-level 
academic achievement standards of TAKS available to certain students who receive 
special education services who need specific accommodations, as determined by the 
student and his or her ARD committee. 
TAKS-Alternate is an alternate state mandated assessment designed for students with 
severe cognitive disabilities receiving special education services who meet the 
participation requirements, as determined by the student and his or her ARD committee. 
TAKS-Modified is an alternate state mandated assessment based on modified 
achievement standards and is administered to eligible students receiving special 
education services, as determined by the student and his or her ARD committee. 
TELPAS stands for the Texas English Language Proficiency Assessment System, which 
assesses the progress that English language learners make in learning the English 



language, and is administered for those who meet the participation requirements in 
kindergarten – grade 12. 
 
 

Changes to the Code of Conduct: 
 
Editorial Changes:  Out of School Suspension 
 
P. 8 – under techniques – grade reduction for cheating, plagiarism, and as otherwise 
permitted by policy 
 
P. 12 – Suspension to Out-Of-School Suspension 
 
P. 13 – DAEP -  The DAEP shall be provided in a setting other than the student’s 
regular classroom.  An elementary school student may not be placed in a DAEP with 
a student who is not an elementary school student. 
 
For the purpose of DAEP, elementary classification shall be kindergarten-grade 6 
and secondary classification shall be grades 6-12. 
 
Summer programs provided by the district shall serve students assigned to a DAEP 
separately from those students who are not assigned to the program. 
 
In deciding whether to place a student in a DAEP, regardless of whether the action 
is mandatory or discretionary, the district will take into consideration: 

1. Self-defense 
2. Intent or lack of intent at the time the student engaged in the conduct; and 
3. The student’s disciplinary history 

 
P. 24 – Texas Penal Code – unless the use, exhibition, or possession of the firearm 
occurs at an off-campus approved target range facility while participating in or 
preparing for a school-sponsored shooting sports competition or a shooting sports 
educational activity that is sponsored or supported by the Parks and Wildlife 
Department or a shooting sports sanctioning organization working with the 
department. 
 
P. 29 – Glossary  
 
 2.  A crime that involves recklessly starting a fire or causing an explosion while 
manufacturing or attempting to manufacture a controlled substance and the fire or 
explosion damages any building, habitation, or vehicle; or 
3.  A crime that involves intentionally starting a fire or causing an explosion and so 
doing: 
  a.  Recklessly damages or destroys a building belonging to another, or 
 b.  Recklessly causes another person to suffer bodily injury or death 
Firearm – silencer means any device designed, made, or adapted to muffle the report 
of a firearm. 



 
Switchblade – the term does not include a knife that has a spring, detent, or other 
mechanism designed to create a bias toward closure and that requires exertion 
applied to the blade by hand, wrist, or arm to overcome the bias toward closure and 
open the knife. 


	P. 20 - Telecommunications Devices, Including Mobile Telephones
	Other Electronic Devices
	P. 42 - TEXTBOOKS, Electronic Textbooks, and Technological Equipment

