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Becky 
Thompson

Senior Energy 
Advisor, CEP

Specialties
• Electricity Supply
• Natural Gas Supply
• IL Utility Tariffs
• Price Hedging
• Risk Management 

Experience
• K-12 School Districts
• Group Purchasing 
• Long Range Planning
• Market Analysis 

Introduction



Electricity
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Current Electric Contract

#wegetenergy

Rate & Product

$0.07090/kWh

Fixed Price, All-In

Supplier

SmartestEnergy

Expiration Date: 
November 2025

Annual Usage

7,976,077/kWh

Estimate 
Provided By 

Current Supplier

Est. Annual Cost

$565,503

Estimate 
Excludes Delivery 
Charges & Taxes
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Procurement 
Strategy: Reverse 
Auction

- Live event encourages 
increased competition and 
results in lower rates

- Multiple bids received 
over 15-20 minutes

- Last auction completed in 
Oct 2024 received 131 bids 
from 10 suppliers
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Electricity 
Forward Pricing

- Market is still seeing retiring 
coal plants, increasing demand 
from automation, data centers

- Costs for capacity increased 9X 
June 1, 2025, impacting total 
electricity budget by ~20%

- Expect higher rates with next 
auction based on current 
market conditions

Contract signed Oct 
2024
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Capacity Cost 
Increase

- Less generation available, 
coupled with more 
demand from data centers

- Impacts bills starting June 
2025, 20-25% total 
budgetary impact YOY

- Next year, capacity 
increasing another 20%
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* Capacity rates shown are zonal net load price results from all Base Residual and incremental Auctions held to-day, as well as costs for base capacity and CP resources
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Run Qualifying 
Round RFP

Board Approval of 
Auction 

Thresholds @ 
Sept BOE Meeting

Run Live Auction Execute Same Day 
if Thresholds Met

Next Steps
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