
Board Meeting Date: January 9, 2023 

TITLE:  EPS Academic Calendar Proposals for 2024-2025 and 2025-2026 

TYPE:  Action 

PRESENTER(S):  Dr. Randy Smasal, Assistant Superintendent; and Sonya Sailer, Director of 
Human Resources 

BACKGROUND: The Calendar Committee met six times this fall to develop the academic 

calendar proposals for the 2024-2025 and 2025-2026 school years. The process utilized the 
Guiding Parameters approved by the School Board on August 8, 2022. Updates were provided 
to the Board on September 19, 2022, October 25, 2022, and December 12, 2022 where 
committee representatives asked the Board for feedback on several calendar concepts and 
answered questions.  The School Board made suggestions that were incorporated into the final 
versions of the proposed academic calendars.  

In addition to the Calendar Committee, a student focus group of 27 Edina High School students 
was assembled to collect additional feedback about an array of calendar concepts. The 
feedback from the students was incorporated into the proposed academic calendars for the 
2024-2025 and 2025-2026 school years. 

RECOMMENDATION:  Approve the proposed 2024-2025 and 2025-2026 academic school 
calendars.  

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Guiding Change for the 2024-2025 & 2025-2026 EPS Calendars

2. Summary of Calendar Discussions

3. Proposed 2024-2025 and 2025-2026 Academic Calendars

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1a6zQQTMqb4Oat0agUwyK8edGKMLPfTLryNOr_DjEUo0/edit#heading=h.lb7zx637asv1


 

Summary of Calendar Discussions: 

Calendar Design Parameter: 

Placement of 11 Workshop/Professional Development/Conference and 3 Data Days  

days (Non Student Days) in the school calendar 

● A priority system was developed by the Calendar Committee to help guide the 

placement of non-school days throughout the calendar year. 

○ Priority one: Maintain educational continuity and consistency of learning 

for students throughout the week. This priority suggests that full weeks of 

school are most desirable in the calendar design. When full weeks of 

school are not possible, the non-school days would be placed at the 

beginning or end of the week allowing for the learning week to have the 

greatest consistency and continuity. This would be the primary priority in 

placement of non-school days during weeks of the calendar year. 

○ Priority two: For weeks that are not full weeks of learning, align the non-

school days to non-federal holidays or observances when they fall on a 

Monday or Friday. For example, if a non-federal cultural celebration or 

observance falls on a Monday in September, and a professional 

development day needs to be placed in September, the non-school day 

would be aligned to this celebration when possible. 

○ Priority three: Balance the number of non-school days during the weeks 

of each semester so that students receiving specialized services have the 

most equitable learning opportunities throughout the week. As an 

example, If all of the non-school days are falling on Mondays and Fridays 

in a given semester, then one of the days could be moved to the middle 

of a week. This would be a third priority for placement of non-school days 

in the learning week. 

 

Additional Background Information: 

Student Focus Group Feedback 

● In a recent high school student focus group conversation, mid-week breaks of 

pattern were described as disruptive to the learning process by 25/27 EHS 

students. A clear preference by students was to align breaks to Mondays and/or 

Fridays when possible.  Reasons describing mid-week breaks as a disruption to 

the learning process included a change of sleep patterns mid-week, a feeling that 

mid-week breaks make the week feel longer, and a feeling that it disrupts 

learning, study habits and routines. 

 

Calendar Committee Discussions 

● When assessing placement of these days the Calendar Committee discussed the 

complex challenge for the placement of non-school days throughout learning 

weeks. 

● A priority was made to spread the breaks out across various months to prevent 

separate breaks from being too close to each other when possible. 

 



 

● The committee worked to balance the number of student contact days in 

Semester I and Semester II when possible. This is most relevant for secondary 

courses. When 170 student contact days are divided evenly across semesters, 

each semester would be 85 days long. The committee prioritized moving the end 

of the semester to the end of the week so that the non-school day for students 

would fall on a Friday. This provides for a smoother transition time for secondary 

staff who are teaching new courses.  

 

 
 

● Breaks that have been incorporated into the calendar design 

Two day MEA break  

Two day week before Thanksgiving  

● (Note: Attendance rates that week are typically no more than 5% of 

students reporting an absence.) 

Winter break is two weeks long 

Spring break falls between the third week of March and the first week of April 

(This has been a historic parameter of community preference.) 

 

 

The Academic Calendar Committee included stakeholders from across the school district 

including parents, teachers, paraprofessionals, cultural liaisons, community education leaders, 

and administrators.  A big thank you to our School District’s Calendar Committee 

members:  Sayali Amarapurkar, Angela Hruby, Jodie Mettee, Betony Osborne, Kate 

Strand, Anthony Wolfbauer, Jennifer Carter, Cheryl Gunness, Melisa Craig, Daphne 

Edwards, Julie Gabrielson, Rachel Hicks, Minoo Misaghi, Jill Deitering, Sonya Sailer, and 

Randy Smasal. 
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Winter Break Winter Break

3 4

No Students No Students No Students No Students No Students
Winter Break Winter Break Winter Break Winter Break Winter Break

27 28
Teacher Day 82 Teacher Day 83 Teacher Day 84 Teacher Day 85 Teacher Day 86

20 21
Teacher Day 77 Teacher Day 78 Teacher Day 79 Teacher Day 80 Teacher Day 81

13 14
Teacher Day 72 Teacher Day 73 Teacher Day 74 Teacher Day 75 Teacher Day 76

6 7

December 2024
November '24 January '25

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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Teacher Day 101 Teacher Day 102 Teacher Day 103 Teacher Day 104 Teacher Day 105

31 1
Teacher Day 97 Teacher Day 98 Teacher Day 99 Teacher Day 100

No Students
Buildings Closed

24 25
Teacher Day 92 Teacher Day 93 Teacher Day 94 Teacher Day 95 Teacher Day 96

Last Day of No Students

(86th Student Day)
First Semester Teacher Data Day

17 18
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10 11

Winter Break Winter Break Winter Break
No Students No Students No Students

3 4

January 2025
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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Teacher Day 120 Teacher Day 121 Teacher Day 122 Teacher Day 123 Teacher Day 124

28 1
Teacher Day 116 Teacher Day 117 Teacher Day 118 Teacher Day 119

No Students No Students

Development Day
Buildings Closed Teacher Professional

21 22
Teacher Day 111 Teacher Day 112 Teacher Day 113 Teacher Day 114 Teacher Day 115

14 15
Teacher Day 106 Teacher Day 107 Teacher Day 108 Teacher Day 109 Teacher Day 110

7 8

31 1

February 2025
January '25 March '25

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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No Students
Spring Break

Teacher Day 140 Teacher Day 141 Teacher Day 142 Teacher Day 143 Teacher Day 144

28 29
Teacher Day 135 Teacher Day 136 Teacher Day 137 Teacher Day 138 Teacher Day 139

21 22
Teacher Day 130 Teacher Day 131 Teacher Day 132 Teacher Day 133 Teacher Day 134

Teacher PD, Conf,
or Comp Evening Conf

14 15
Teacher Day 125 Teacher Day 126 Teacher Day 127 Teacher Day 128 Teacher Day 129

No Students

7 8

28 1

March 2025
February '25 April '25

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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Teacher Day 160 Teacher Day 161 Teacher Day 162

2 3
Teacher Day 155 Teacher Day 156 Teacher Day 157 Teacher Day 158 Teacher Day 159

Teacher Professional 
Development Day

25 26
No Students

Teacher Day 150 Teacher Day 151 Teacher Day 152 Teacher Day 153 Teacher Day 154

18 19
Teacher Day 145 Teacher Day 146 Teacher Day 147 Teacher Day 148 Teacher Day 149

11 12

Spring Break Spring Break Spring Break Spring Break
No Students No Students No Students No Students

4 5

April 2025
March '25 May '25

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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Teacher Day 180 Teacher Day 181 Teacher Day 182 Teacher Day 183

No Students Second Semester
Buildings Closed (170th Student Day)

30 31
Teacher Day 175 Teacher Day 176 Teacher Day 177 Teacher Day 178 Teacher Day 179

Last Day of 

23 24
Teacher Day 170 Teacher Day 171 Teacher Day 172 Teacher Day 173 Teacher Day 174

16 17
Teacher Day 165 Teacher Day 166 Teacher Day 167 Teacher Day 168 Teacher Day 169

9 10
Teacher Day 163 Teacher Day 164

2 3

May 2025
April '25 June '25

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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4 5

27 28

20 21

13 14
Teacher Day 184

(Floater Today or 8.16.24)
Teacher Data Day Teacher Data Day

No Students No Students

6 7

June 2025
May '25 July '25

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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31 1 184 Teacher Contract Days DRAFT as of 12.6.2022
170 Student Days 6-12 Semester 1 "No Student" Days = 2 Mondays, 1 Tuesday, 1 Wednesday, 2 Thursdays, 2 Fridays
168 Student Days K-5 Semester 2 "No Student" Days = 2 Mondays, 2 Tuesdays, 0 Wednesday, 0 Thursday,  2 Fridays
3 Data Days Did not include full week breaks in day of the week counts
11 Workshop/PD/Conference Days

https://www.vertex42.com/calendars/
Calendar Templates by Vertex42

Teacher Day 11

29

August 2025
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Friday

July '25 September '25

SaturdayThursday
1

16

New Faculty New Faculty No Students

(Floater Today or 6.1.26)
Orientation Orientation Teacher Data Day

No Students

Teacher Day 1

Workshop Week Workshop Week Workshop Week Workshop WeekWorkshop Week

Teacher Day 5

No Students No Students No Students No Students

Connect & Assess K-5

Teacher Day 2 Teacher Day 3 Teacher Day 4 Teacher Day 6

School Begins 6-12 School Begins K-5,

Teacher Day 7 Teacher Day 8 Teacher Day 9

2

9

Connect & Assess K-5 ELC, and ECSE

30

22

Teacher Day 10

New Faculty
Orientation

8

15

23
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Teacher Day 31 Teacher Day 32

3 4
Teacher Day 26 Teacher Day 27 Teacher Day 28 Teacher Day 29 Teacher Day 30

Teacher Professional
Development Day

26 27
No Students

Teacher Day 21 Teacher Day 22 Teacher Day 23 Teacher Day 24 Teacher Day 25

19 20
Teacher Day 16 Teacher Day 17 Teacher Day 18 Teacher Day 19 Teacher Day 20

12 13
Teacher Day 12 Teacher Day 13 Teacher Day 14 Teacher Day 15

Buildings Closed
No Students

5 6

September 2025
August '25 October '25

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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Teacher Day 50 Teacher Day 51 Teacher Day 52 Teacher Day 53 Teacher Day 54

31 1
Teacher Day 45 Teacher Day 46 Teacher Day 47 Teacher Day 48 Teacher Day 49

24 25
Teacher Day 42 Teacher Day 43 Teacher Day 44

No Students No Students

Conference
Education MN

17 18
Teacher Day 37 Teacher Day 38 Teacher Day 39 Teacher Day 40 Teacher Day 41

10 11
Teacher Day 33 Teacher Day 34 Teacher Day 35 Teacher Day 36

3 4

October 2025
September '25 November '25

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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Teacher Day 70 Teacher Day 71 Teacher Day 72

Teacher Comp Day for Buildings Closed Buildings Closed
Evening Conferences

28 29
No Students No Students

Teacher Day 65 Teacher Day 66 Teacher Day 67 Teacher Day 68 Teacher Day 69

No Students

21 22
Teacher Day 60 Teacher Day 61 Teacher Day 62 Teacher Day 63 Teacher Day 64

14 15
Teacher Day 55 Teacher Day 56 Teacher Day 57 Teacher Day 58 Teacher Day 59

Teacher Professional

Election Day
Development Day

7 8
No Students

Teacher Day 54

31 1

November 2025
October '25 December '25

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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No Students No Students No Students
Winter Break Winter Break Winter Break

2 3

No Students No Students No Students No Students No Students
Winter Break Winter Break Winter Break Winter Break Winter Break

26 27
Teacher Day 83 Teacher Day 84 Teacher Day 85 Teacher Day 86 Teacher Day 87

19 20
Teacher Day 78 Teacher Day 79 Teacher Day 80 Teacher Day 81 Teacher Day 82

12 13
Teacher Day 73 Teacher Day 74 Teacher Day 75 Teacher Day 76 Teacher Day 77

5 6

December 2025
November '25 January '26

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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Teacher Day 102 Teacher Day 103 Teacher Day 104 Teacher Day 105 Teacher Day 106

30 31
Teacher Day 98 Teacher Day 99 Teacher Day 100 Teacher Day 101

No Students
Buildings Closed

23 24
Teacher Day 93 Teacher Day 94 Teacher Day 95 Teacher Day 96 Teacher Day 97

Last Day of No Students

(87th Student Day)
First Semester Teacher Data Day

16 17
Teacher Day 88 Teacher Day 89 Teacher Day 90 Teacher Day 91 Teacher Day 92

9 10

Winter Break Winter Break
No Students No Students

2 3

January 2026
December '25 February '26

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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6 7
Teacher Day 121 Teacher Day 122 Teacher Day 123 Teacher Day 124 Teacher Day 125

27 28
Teacher Day 117 Teacher Day 118 Teacher Day 119 Teacher Day 120

No Students Teacher Professional
Buildings Closed Development Day

20 21
No Students

Teacher Day 112 Teacher Day 113 Teacher Day 114 Teacher Day 115 Teacher Day 116

13 14
Teacher Day 107 Teacher Day 108 Teacher Day 109 Teacher Day 110 Teacher Day 111

6 7

February 2026
January '26 March '26

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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Teacher Day 141 Teacher Day 142

3 4
Teacher Day 136 Teacher Day 137 Teacher Day 138 Teacher Day 139 Teacher Day 140

27 28

No Students No Students No Students No Students No Students
Spring Break Spring Break Spring Break Spring Break Spring Break

20 21
Teacher Day 131 Teacher Day 132 Teacher Day 133 Teacher Day 134 Teacher Day 135

13 14
Teacher Day 126 Teacher Day 127 Teacher Day 128 Teacher Day 129 Teacher Day 130

or Comp Evening Conf
Teacher PD, Conf,

6 7
No Students

March 2026
February '26 April '26

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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