
Elementary Literacy 
in
Geneva CUSD 304

Spelling/Encoding



Orthographic Mapping

Orthographic mapping is what happens when different processing 
systems in the brain work in concert to connect a word’s spoken 
sounds, written letters, and meaning. For instance, a student sees 
the letters “r-e-d,” links them with the sounds /r/ /e/ /d/, and calls up 
their knowledge of the color red.

The process of storing a word permanently in memory for instant 
retrieval.



Understanding Words & Parts

Root Prefix Suffix

Latin Greek



H
E
A
R
T

ear How many sounds or syllables do you hear in the word?

xplain Explain how you know using finger stretching, whale talk, or syllable lines.

ssign Assign letters to each sound/syllable you hear in the word.

ecord Record tricky parts with a heart(s).

hink Think of the spelling of the word.

The Process to Orthographically Map Words 





Instructional 
Practices

DO THIS
Identify sounds & 
syllables
Verify sounds & syllables
Assign letters to sounds 
& syllables 
Identify tricky parts of 
words
Spell the words
Spelling Check-ins

NOT THIS
Memorize lists of words
Rainbow write lists of 
words
Write lists of word a 
specified number of 
times
Write lists of words in 
alphabetical order
Weekly spelling tests



Our guests

Mill Creek 1st Grade
• Mrs. Dabkowski, Mrs. Francis, Mrs. 

Bruno

Williamsburg 4th Grade
• Ms. Buchman

Mill Creek 5th Grade
• Mrs. Stajduhar



Thank You

Questions
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