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Partners 



•   Our first thought was to teach   
    students about sustainable features of 
    the new middle school. 
 
•   We wanted to create a partnership to 
    capitalize on this opportunity. 
 
•   What we discovered was a large 
    variety of school curriculum paired 
    well with the design and construction 
    industry.  
 
•   We are working to develop near term 
    and long term goals. 

Our Vision 



•   Engage students in the construction 
    process of the new middle school. 
 
•   Work with Denton ISD to locate and 
    research educational materials related to 
    industry topics. 
 
•   Provide Denton ISD with documentation of 
    building features and processes for use. 
 

 

Our Near Term Goals 



•   As a first step, we decided to provide 
    students an opportunity to attend a 
    construction meeting and be part of the 
    process.  
 
•   Our first meeting featured four students 
    from Stephens Elementary School: Mitchell, 
    Haden, Nicole, and Sierra. 
 
•   Activities for the day included: attending 
    the project meeting, a site tour, questions 
    & answers and solving a math problem. 
 

 

Engage Students 



Sierra asked, “Is there any post-
tension cable system in this building? 

If yes, what part do they serve?” 

Mitchell asked, “I’ve heard the school 
is going green, in what ways are you 
doing that?” 

Tough Questions -- ??? 



Nicole asked, “How many floors will 
there be?” 

Haden asked, “When will 
construction be over?” 

There was also a great deal of concern about lockers and storm shelters 

Tough Questions -- ??? 



Photos courtesy of Sierra, Nicole, Haden 
and Mitchell 



Photos courtesy of Sierra, Nicole, Haden 
and Mitchell 



On Tour 



On Tour 



Many websites and other parties are currently providing 
curriculum enrichment material related to the 

construction industry and sustainability. 

A few samples: 
www.Projectwet.org 

 
http://www.rainforest-alliance.org 

 
www.usgbc.org 

 
www.us.fsc.org 

Educational Resources 

http://www.projectwet.org/
http://www.projectwet.org/
http://www.rainforest-alliance.org/
http://www.rainforest-alliance.org/
http://www.rainforest-alliance.org/
http://www.usgbc.org/
http://www.us.fsc.org/




Sample from a ProjectWET workbook 





Answers:  
•   3,328 Square Feet  
•   23,296 Bricks 

How many bricks are in that wall? 

•   5th Grade Math includes 
multiplication and measurement 

 



Energy Transfer and the Geothermal   
HVAC System 

•   TEKS 6A: explore the use of energy 
    including mechanical, light, 
    thermal, electrical and sound 

 



Schools for Today and Tomorrow 
Energy Transfer and the Geothermal HVAC system 

•TEKS 6A: explore the use of energy including 
mechanical, light, thermal, electrical and 
sound. 


