


A Changmg Paradlgm Famlly- chool Commumty Engagement

What Does the Changlng Parad1gm lnvolve" & 5 -
*  Advocating for schools and stiudents through effectlve communlcatlon
~ strategies. designed to inform' parents commumty and stakeholders of
. progress, needs, challenges, et ; : LR e
. Changing dlalogue and expectatmns about communlty engagement . e
+ Developing interactive partnershlps among families, schools and commumty o
e h'Engagmg in two /three-way interactive communlcatlons s LURtE
e Exphmtly clarlfylng that community engagement should maxnmze resources
~in support of student ]earnmg/student ach1evement s i
ey :-'lncorpor'atmg famu‘y VErsus parents: Prowdlng mcluswe env1ronments and
; '_*.sense of belonging within school districts for famlhes and mcludmg chlldren o
*  Realizing that family may include: Grandparents as parents, single parents, ~ .=
- multigenerational homes, same sex parents, homeless famlhes llngulstlcally PR
- diverse families, foster homes, etc. : S
o Recogmzlng that partnerships require relatlonshlps that tend to strengthen
_ the community overall, support a climate of belonging, and promote authentlc
. participation by families, schools, and community members :
» Understanding community: Socio-economic trends, cultural make- up,
mobility trends, language needs, core values that may not reflect shared ke
. values w1thm the larger communlty etc. (Auerbach, 2012).

Family Schoolﬁoinmunity Partnerships

«  What are they? : -
They are authentic relationships and partnersh1ps among educators families,
and community groups : -
(1) That are respectful in nature; and
(2) That value relationship building, interactive dlalogue across chfferences
and the sharing of power as part of the overall function of the school district

- within its commumty/ ies [Auerbach 2012). ;

* What are the critical components of partnershlps"
o Interactive dialog and relationships with an underlying core behef that
both/all sides have somethmg of va]ue to contrlbute, . -
o Parent/famlly advocacy, = P
o Communlty revitalization, and L '
Focus on optlmal achievement for all students [Auerbach 2012]

. Why are partnershlps 1mportant7 , - -
o Children are more likely to find productive role in soc1ety when fam111es
. schools, and communities work together to support achievement.
o Schools alone cannot effectlvely meet all needs of students and families,
o Partnerships reflect the core principle of representatlve governance for
school boards [Berns 2009) ' :
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Family - School ~Community Partnerships

Emerging practices:

(1) Empower and encourage involvement of all famllles

(2) Differentiate engagement based on the cultural, and socm-hngulstlc
background of the families, and - :
(3) Relate to commumty demographlcs -

- Shared expectations: Need to be developed among all
‘Shared understandings: Have the capacity to positively impact educatlonal

effectiveness and equity among student populations w1th1n a dlstrlct/school ;

Current gaps in parental - famlly mvolvement

o Between families and schools
Between cultural]y diverse families and schools
* Between school district pohcy and practlce -
Between schools & community Sl -
Between student achievement and famlly mvolvement
Among schools, commumty and famlhes (Epstein, et al,, 2009; Zarate,
200 7} %
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-What we know L
_Students with involved family (regardless of socm economxcs) are more hkely to:

Achieve higher test scores

Attend school regularly

Earn higher grades :

Enroll in higher-level academic programs

Enroll in post- secondary education programs, and
Graduate from hlgh school [Turney & Kao, 2009]

Dynamu:s of Partnershlps They value

Relationship building

Dialogue across difference(s) :

Sharing power in pursuxt of a common purpose in democratic schools
The capacity to address inequities and perceptlons of ln]ustlce by families.

~ seenas dlfferent [Auerbach 2012)
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o :Characterlstlcs of Effectlve Cammumcatmn :

Assume that everyone is capable of addlng value to the dlalogue e

Ensure transparency' , - ik
~ Identify and recognize a d1verse range of interests and perspectwes on issues
Provide for continuity and sustalnablhty by deve]oplng Iong-range financial

plan (Governing Board) to support efforts

Share information, including demsxons comrnunlty-w1de

Support community members access to mformatlon and knowledge
[Auerbach 2012) o : : e




Where Does Pollcy Fit With Commumty Engagement"

: Parent famlly involvement pohaes must be structured to:

. Policies hlghhght an existing expectation/practice or provide the framework .
for Changmg existing practices when change is needed or reqmred

(1] Promote student success desplte cuItural somal and/or I1ngu1st1c

dlfferences andiie g e = L

r [2) Effectlvely engage the dlverse and unlque range of fam1l s WIthm a e LA e
‘given community. FE el : e

. -Polrcyrshould also addresses farnlly mvolvement requ1rements for Federal ;

overall design ¢ ‘of the Board pohcy manual

Epstem s Framework of Slx Types of lnvolvement/ Partnershlp R
Epstem s framework is one among several models currently used in the U S ok

LAt

h as Title I, Migrant Educatmn etc and in ahgnme' 5

Parentmg Help all fam1hes establish home emnronments to support ch1ldren

- ,f__as students. . - el
_ Communicating. Des1gn effective forms of two-way comrnumcatlon (school to e :
-' ‘_*home and home to school) about school programs and children’s progress. ..

Volunteermg Develop opportumtles for parent/famlly help and support then

recruit/invite them to get involved!

Learning at Home. Provide information and ldeas that can help famllles learn :
how to help their children with homework, planning, etc. Be sen51twe fois o

cultural and linguistic differences among families.
Dec151on—mak1ng Include parents in decision- -making at school Develop
parent/family leaders and representatives.

Collaborating with community. Develop relationships with commumty-based
services and resources to strengthen school programs, family practices, as
well as student learning and development (Epstein et al.,, 2009].

Essentlal Questlons

.What is commumty engagement” Why do we Want it? Why does 1t look Bs
 different at different points and times (board meetmg, board hearmg, cottage

_ meetings, school activities, etc.)? What changes, if any, must board members
: make to effectwely support commumty engagement7 e
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: _Wlthln Board pollcy, what type of expectatlons should be artlcu]ated that :
“deals with family-school- -community partnerships, also known as cornmumty :

engagement“’ How would or should these be structured to allow creativity

_and exploration by each of the schools i in your d1str1ct as well as district- level' i

develop ment7 ;

To what extent and/or how does a school board 51tt1ng in a board meetmg :
influence what goes on in the school and classroom— and do it without
actually being in the school and _wltho_ut mlcroman_agmg adm;ms_tratlon"f : _'



