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AGREEMENT FOR LEGAL REPRESEI{TATION
ALPENA COUNTY, MICIDGAN

THIS AGREEMENT is made and entered into by and betrveen the party of the first part. the

County of Alpena, hereafter referred to as "the County," and the parry of the second part, Emilee

Manning as The Wallace Firm P.C.. Justin Wilson. Michelle Elou,ski as Legal ME, PLLC.

Cristie VanMassenhove.. and Katy Conklin, jointly and severallv, hereafter referred to as

"Contraet Providers."

RECITAITS

WI{EREAS the County desires to contract for the representation of persons requiring legal

representation as required b1, lau' in the Circuit, and Probate Courts "the Courts"; and

WHEREAS, the Contract Providers have proposed to proYide such representation pursuarlt to

theCourtty's request for same; and

WHEREAS, the County having determined that the Conttact Providers are able to

provideacceptable representation of the persons described above,

NOW TIIEREFORE, in corrsideration of the mutual covenants expressed herein. the parties

agree follows:

A.

SCOEE

During the ternr of this Agreement the Contract Providers agree to provide

representation for atl such persons rvhom they are appoirrted to represent by the Courts

as required by law. including, but not limited to, appeararlces at the following

proceedings in the Family Division of the Circuit Court arrd Probate Courts:

Katy Conklil and Justin Wilson: motions; hearings: trials; pleas; designation

proceedirrgs; rvaiver proceedings; paternity proceedings: probation violatiotr

proceeclings; neglect and abuse petitions.

Ernilee Manning: delinquency and juvenile proceedings'

Cristie VanMassenhove: representation of minors ilt abuse and neglect cases by being

appointed ggardian ad litem for those minors in the aforcsaid proceedings.
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B.

Michelle Elorvski: ntental illness. guardianship, legal incapacil1", and

conselYato rsh ip proceedings.

In the event of confl ict of interest. or coverage of matters by other appointed

atlorlteys, the atlorneys nrav rvork out agreements for cross-billing amongsl

lhemselves. ln the event oi'a disagreemelrl. or lack of agreement, the altomeys may

petition the court for a determination of the reasonableness of the compensation.

Specifically exernpt are revieu'hearings for Juveniles. and revierv hearings ibr

parents in neglect and abuse cases. uoless specilically appointed by the Coutt.

The 6ou(s slrall determine the people entitled to representation under this Agreement

by screening conducted by Couil personnel. The Contmcf Providel shall be tlbligated to

accept all cases covered by this Agreement at the time of receiving notice from the

Courr Administrator regarding eligibility for represenlation. Any ttronies collected b1'the

Courts or the Countv from persons receiving services by the Contract Provider under

the ternrs of this Agreement remain the properly of the County or Courls.

NIITIE"S ANTI RF'SPONSIRII 'MTES

Tlre C-'ontract Providers shall be responsible for the follorving:

A. Assure thel' are conlpetent to perform their required duties'

B. Assure that they are members irr gotd standing rvith theState Bar of Michigan'

C. provide competent and efficient legal representation of the person to whom lhey are

appointed.

D. Assure that they complete all duties in accordance with the Court Rules of the State of

Michigan and the Rules of Professional Conduct'

U. Assure that they are punctual for all Court appearances'

F. The duties and responsibilities described in this Contract are separate and distirrct fiont

the Michigan lndigent Defense Commission policies and standards, as approved by the

Departntent of Licensing and Regulatory Aflairs'

(i. Provide accurale timesheels to tlte presiding Judge and/or courl oljrcial ol rvork

conductcd undcr lhis contract, trroken out per case/respondent appoir:ted.
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TERM

The term of this Agreement shall be from March 7,2022, through December 31,2023, the date of
signature by the parties notwithstanding. At the tennination of tliis Agreement, the Contract

Provider shall transfer representation timely in accordance with MCR 2.717, unless doing

so is deemed improper by the Courts due to an essential hearing in the very near future which

wouldmake the same irnpossible or impracticable.

EARLY
TF'RMINATION

This Agreernent may be tenninated, prior to its expiration, with or rvithout cause by eitlier

par"ty.Notice of eally tennination must be tnade u,ith not less thau 60 days written notice

delivered byregistered or cerlified mail or in person to the other party. Notice to the County

shall be delivered to the Chief Judge of the 26th Judicial Circuit Court with courtesy copies

provided to the Alpena County Probate Judge and the Chairman of the Alpena County Board of

Commissioners. Notice to the Contract Providers shall be delivered each individually. If
notice is delivered by rnai1, it shall be deemed received upon acknowledgment of receipt of the

mail by addressee. In the event of tennination, the Contract Providers shall be responsible to

transfer representation of existingclients on open cases to whomever the County contracts

with for the provision of services thereafter. Auy representation after the date of termination

of this Agreeurent shall be without additional cotnpensation.

BEB'SONNEL

The Coltract providers shall provide the professional services to fulfill their obligalions for the

provision of legal representation of eligible persons under the terms of this Agreement. The

Contract provider shall provide qualified attorneys rvho are members in good slanding with the

State Bar of Michigan as may be needed to perform the functions slated herein, except as

provided below.

ln cases whereil the Contract Providers cannot utrdertake representation of an eligible

person due to colf'lict of interest pursuant 1o the Michigan Rules of Professional Conduct, it

sliall be the right and the discretion of the Circuit Court to secure such additional coutrsel as

needed. Appropriate payrnent for this additional counsel sliall be detennined by the

Commissioner's and the Circuit Court. The Judges of the Circuit arld Probate Courts retain

the right to rerlove alt attorrey appointed underthis provision from representing persons

pursuant to this Agreement at any time. It is u,ithitr theprofessional discretion of the Contract

provider attorneys to determine, pursuant to the N4ichigan Rules of Professional Conduct,

whether a conflict of interesl exists.

AGREEMENT FOR LEGAL REPRESENTATION

ALPENA COUNTY, MICHIGAN
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ASSIGNMENT

It is understood by the parties that the Contract Providers may contract with other persons for the

furnishing of services to be provided under this Agreement as expressly contemplated herein.

However, there shall be no other assignment of rights or obligations under this Agreement, except

that the persons named herein as the Contract Providers may assign their entire rights and obligations
under this Agreement to a law firm of which they are the principal owners.

ADMINISTRATION AND SUPPORT

The Contract Providers or attomeys retained by the Contract Providers shall provide or cause to

be provided the following at no additional cost to the County:

Al1 general administrative services including all administrative scheduling of attorneys'

court appearances needed to insure the orderly and timely provision of the legal services

contemplated herein.

B Office facilities adequate to the needs of the named attorneys while performing all legal

services hereunder.

A11 necessary secretarial and clerical assistance.

A1l necessary stationary, office supplies, and office equipment including but not limited
to duplicating equipment, dictating equipment, computers, facsimile machines,

typewriters, and telephones.

All transportation for the Contract Provider necessary for the provision of the legal

services contemplated herein.

The collection, retention, and communication of all statistical records regarding their

duties set forth in Scope, paragraph A, of this Agreement as may be required by the

Supreme Court Administrator's Offi ce.

COMPENSATION

In consideration of all the services and all incidental eosts, expenses and material provided by the

Contract Providers under the terms of this Agreement and as accepted elsewhere herein. the County

agrees to pay the Contract Providers as follows:

A

C.

D

E,

F
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Michelle Elowski of Legal ME, PLLC, and Cristie VanMassenhove each individually, the

sum of $2,900 per month for the remainder of 2022 and the sum of $3,100 per month for a
term of twelve months (2023).

Justin Wilson and Katy Conklin each individually. the sum of $3,600 per month starting in

March of 2022 and for the remainder of the calendar year and the sum of $3,800 per month

for a term of twelve months (2023) [may be adjustment if additional counsel is added to the

contract].

Emilee Manning the sum of $ I ,500 per month starting in July of 2022 and running through

the end of 2022 and the sum of $1,700 per month for the twelve months of 2023.

Said payments to each Provider are to be made on the fifteenth day of each month that

this Agreement remains in effect.

In addition, the County shall pay, upon motion and prior Court approval, the following expenses:

A. Expert witness fees and costs.

B. Other witness fees and costs as required by law.

C. Fees and costs associated with polygraph examinations.

D. Fees and costs associated with psychiatric examinations'

E. Extraordinary litigation expenses due to the complexity or duration of the matter.

F. Transcript fees and costs.

The Contract Provider agrees that the above-listed expenses shall be considered extraordinary

and not routine and shall be granted only upon a shou,ing of unusual circumstances by the

Contract Provider and at the discretion of the Court. No other payments other than those stated

herein sliall be made without specific" prior approval by the Courts.

Notwithstanding any language that may be, or appear to be, to the contrary' the

compensation specifically provided herein is deemed to be the entire amount to be paid
byparties of the first part to parties of the second part as attorney and personnel fees

for representation in any and all Courts.

INSURANCE

The Contract Providers shall each maintain professional liability insurance o f at least

$100,000.00 $300,000.00 to insure against any and all liability arising through the acts of the

attorneys under this Agreement. The Contract Providers shall append to its policies that the
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County shall receive notice 30 days prior to any cancellation of said insurance policies.

OTHER PROVISIONS

It is understood and agreed by the parties that:

Any alterations, amendments, deletions. or waivers of the provisions of this

Agreement shall be valid only when reduced to writing and duly signed by the parties

or appointed representatives thereof.

No claim for services furnished by the Contract Providers not specifically provided

for in this Agreement will be honored by the County or Courts unless such service

has been specifically ordered by the Court(s) and such service, as ordered, is clearly
outside the scope of the services specified by the terms of this Agreement.

That the Contract Providers herein act as independent contractors and neither they,

their members, nor their employees acquire any tenure nor any rights or benefits from

the Courts or the County by way of Worker's Compensation, nor any benefits under

theCourts' or the County's personnel programs covering medical and hospital care,

sickpay, vacation pay, or severance pay.

Further, it is understood that the Contract Providers, collectively or individually,
shall not be deemed a governmental or quasi-governmental agency under this

Agreement.

(intentionally left blank)

AGREEMENT FOR LEGAL REPRESENTATION
ALPENA COUNTY, MICHIGAN
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B

C

D
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ENI-I ItE AGR},E!\IEN'T

lt is understood and agreed that the entire agreement of the parties is contained herein. and that this

Agrcernent supersedes all oral agreenrents artd negotiations betu'een the parties related hereto and the

subjcct mattcr hcrcof.

IN \lrITI\fESS \\THEREOF, the parties have hcrcunlo get thcir hands ae of the datea rvritten below:

Ho n ora ble Black

Chief Judqe 26th Judicial Circuit Court

Dated:

Honorable Judqe Curtis

Alpena CounW Probate Judqe

Dated:

X

X
Devin Pommerenke, Attornev

Contract Provider

Darcd
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X

EIiIIBE-&GBEDII,ENI,

It is understood and agreed that the entire agreem€nl of the parties is contained hercin, and that this
Agreement supersedes all oral agreements and negotiations betweetr the parties related hereto and the

subject matter hcreof.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have hereurto set their hands as of the dates written below:

Honorable rudge Black

Chief Judge 25th JudicialCirorit Court

Dated:

X
Honorable Judge Curtis
Alpena County Probate Judge

L LLT LL.
Dated:

X
Devin Pommeren ke, Attorney
Contract Provider

Dated:
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TNTIRE AGRr'.r'MrI\I

It is understood and agreed that the enlire agreenrerrt ofthe parties is contained hbrein, and that

this Agreernent supersedes all oral agreements and negotiations between the parties relsted

hereto and the subject matter hereof.

lN LTNESS WHEREOF. the parties ha'r'e hereunto set their hands as of the dates u'ritten
belorv:

X
Honoreble Judqe Curtis

Alpena Countv Probate Judqe

Dated:

Firm P.C. ,Er{lee Attv.

Contract Provider

Dated
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X

IiNI IR}, A(;R}]H[IIiN I

It r. utttiCtslr.od iilr.l :r:-t.:.1 tltaf thr r t!lri!' ft$r{t lllilll irl !llr ltarlirr lt . r,lll.rltlr'(l ht'tCin- .rttrl tlr,rt lhic

Agrrrrrrt trl rrrpr.rrr.rlt. nll r,r:rl ilsr(.r.rrlr gl\ 11d nt'folialions lrclrvct'lt the partier tr:latcd ht'telrl arlrl lhc

. utr.lrcl matlct ht:re(r{.

tN 11 l'I'i\f:SS 11'lItRl:.{}l:. tlrc rlrlicr hatc hrrculrlo rcl lilril ltantls.r. r,l thcdatcs'rlttll('lr lr('lt,\\

Honorable Judqe Black

Chiel ludqe 26th Judicial Citcuil Court

Daled;

Honorable rudqe Cunis

Alpena Counlv Probate Judqe

Dated:

X

Conlracl Provtder

1{, I lot-t-
l) ', ,:
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X
Attorney

Contract Provider

s/a/zz
Dated:

X
Michelle Elowski, Attorney

Contract Provider

Dated:

X
Katy Conklin, Attorney
Contract Provider

Dated:

X
Cristie Va n Massen h ove, Attorn ey

Contract Provider

Dated:

AGREEMENT FOR LEGAL REPRESENTATION

ALPENA COUNTY, MICIDGAN
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X
Jurtin Wilson. Anorney
Contract Provider

I)ateJ:

Midrelle

Datcd

X
&ty Conklin, Attorncy
Contract Provrder

Datrd:

X
Cri3tie Van Ma!!en horre, Attorrey
Contrsct Providcr

[]alcJ:

ACRbHMEJ{] I'()R LE6AI, REPRIJSHNTATION

AI,T}IiNA COUN'I Y. MICIDGAN
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X
,ustin Wilson, Alto,neV
Conlract Prouder

I )atr'd:

X
Mkhelle Elowtki, Allomey
Contraat Provider

I )irled

Lxontlin Attorney
Contract ProMder

X

O#/r,b /f, 20 ) 2-
;rc;:

X
Cristie vanMaSteohove, Attorney

Contract houder

Da(cd

.\(rRl l\ll \l lt)l( I l(,\l l(l l'Rl \l \l\ll()\
Al I'l \'\{()r \l\ \.ll( lrli, \\

l'usc ll rrl'll

/+.tt,



tustin lililson. Attomcy
Cootract Provider

l)atcd:

Midrcllc Elowtki, Anorn€y
Contracl Providcr

l)nled:

X
KrtyContlin, Attorocv
Contracl Pro$der

I ltlcd:

Crrstie

x

X
Contrrct hovidcr

,,^^,#'4&*

A(iRl:l lrtl:Nl I (tR I I GAI AI'Pl(l:Sl'Nl All(lN
r\l l'l'NA ( (rtiN I \'. I\'tl( lIXi.qN
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AMENDMENT TO AGREEMENT FOR LEGAL REPRESENTATION/LGAL
ALPENA COUNry, MrcHrcAN

WHEREAS, an Agr€cmant bctwean the County of Alpana and
at [rw, to provide legal rcprcar tation for minor chil

WHEREAS, the parties have agrocd ihat compcnsation for said scrvices providod by
Cristie A. VanMassenhove for such reprcscnlrtion shall bc made payablc to Kanc, Funk & Poch,
PC, until furrhcr writtan noticc is providcd to the County,

NOW THEREFORE, oompauation for scrniccs providcd by Cristie A. VanMassenhove
shall be made payablc to Kang Funk & Poch, P.C. with the mailing address of 421 S. Riplcy
Boulevard, Alpeng Michigan 49?07

Alpara Cormty Board of sstoners

VanMassenhove, Atlomey
Famity Division of thc 26fi Circuit Courl was cxccutcd on or aboul

itr
Srt'Atdrz

Cristic A.
drcn in thc
2O22t and,

By
COUTVTY ftO*ttu t

Cristie VanMassenhove

n

Dated 70? \

az-

(As authorized by Board rasolution dated 

-- 

)

Datcd:

Atromey (P727U)


