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How it works:

Building the 
assessments 
from the 
curriculum and 
matching to the 
standards



Formative 
Applications 

Mathematics

● Pre-assessments/ 
remediation

● Entrance & exit slips
● “Practice” assessments 

with editing and teacher 
feedback 

● Skill-based questions and 
checks for conceptual 
understanding

ELA

● Universal 
Screens/Benchmarks

● AP Style exams
● SAT Style critical reading
● Close Reading Practice
● Reading Check-Ins
● Pre-Unit Skills/Knowledge 

Check
● Follow up after IABs, Stage 

Two, and other Common 
Assessments

● PBAs, Transfer Tasks



Polson

Formative 
Examples 



DHHS Math: 
Formative 
Check with 
Teacher 
Feedback and 
Unlimited 
Attempts



DHHS: Sample 
Math Question 
to Assess 
Conceptual 
Understanding



Polson

Formative 
Examples 

Grade Seven



Polson

Formative 
Examples 

IAB Quick 
Write Grade 
Eight



Polson

Formative 
Examples

Student 
Quick Write 
Responses 



Multiple Choice Close Reading/Comprehension Check



ELA: Universal Screen/Benchmark



Data use:

-in the 
classroom

-in the 
department 

Drives instruction in the classroom → What do the students 
already know?

● Can I enrich this content? 
● Can I move forward? 
● Who needs intervention? 

Drives PLC Decisions/Curricular Decisions

● What strategies can we use to scaffold this? 
● Do we need a more accessible text (ELA)?
● How do differences in teaching styles/approaches affect 

student learning? 
● If the students already know this, what is the next level of 

knowledge? 



Polson data:

-in the 
classroom

-in the 
department 



Math Example: 
Practice Quiz 
results -> 
summative 
assessment 
results



How Formative 
fits into our 
assessment 
work 
- What we have 

learned

- What we like


