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Presentations 

● Smarter Balanced, SAT/AP (Sept 19) 
○ How are we remaining focused on improvement?
○ District Assessment Results 2016-2017 and Plan

● End-of-year and formative assessments (Oct 5) - F&P, 
STAR

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QVjGzGrLJ_j23vf8HE3lcYsyA6ov5fE2i_VNI4cpFUc/edit?usp=sharing


Presentations 

● CAPT/CMT Science (Oct 19) - progress and new programs 

● Math overview (Nov 16)

● Next Gen Accountability (Jan or Feb)



Presentation Outline

High School 
Assessments

3-8 Smarter 
Balanced Results

SAT
Advanced Placement (AP)



Steps Taken to Improve



Presentation One: External Assessments 

SAT

College Readiness assessment that 
was administered to grade 11 students 

College-level curricula and courses that 
are offered to high school students for 
college credit

Advanced Placement

Smarter Balanced
Summative State Assessment that is 
administered in grades 3-8 on 
computers



Smarter Balanced 
Assessments

Grades 3-8











Our 3rd grade math scores on the 
Smarter Balanced Assessment, with 
84% of the students meeting or 
exceeding the standard, are the   
9th highest in the state!



SBAC Data Summer work
Step 1:

Step 2: Clean-up spreadsheet



Formatted Data

Step 3: Data formatted and color coated

Step 4: Cohort Data Added



Data Analysis
Growth Data examined:

Teachers added:
Current YearPrevious Year



First Day of 17-18
Content in folders:

Team Google folders:



Data Dashboard



Interpreting 
summative 
assessment 
data 

Grade 7 ELA

https://docs.google.com/document/d/13taocTudu4zVQWaoIQqjx0qOca5EwQ9c_Wu86cZO6e8/edit


DRG & New Fairfield 
Comparison

ELA Results (2014-15) 



DRG & New Fairfield 
Comparison

ELA Results (2016-2017)  



DRG & New Fairfield 
Comparison

Math Results (2014-15)  



DRG & New Fairfield 
Comparison

Math Results (2016-2017)  



Smarter Balanced Improvements Needed
● Identify skills and gaps at the Claim and Target level that need 

improvement (District Data Team and School Data Teams) 
● Use new performance tasks and tools (Claims & Targets > Standards 

> Report Cards) 
● Leverage new tools and practices in the classroom to improve student 

achievement
● Increase focus of our Professional Learning Communities on student 

work, which includes conversations of learning progressions and 
lesson planning 



SAMPLE



PSAT & SAT Results



PSAT / SAT Structure









Steps to PSAT/SAT Improvement 

● Administer PSAT to all Grade 9, 10, and 11 students
○ Allows for the monitoring of individual and cohort growth in relation to yearly 

benchmarks

● Promote Khan Academy partnership to provide individualized support
○ Currently approximately ⅔ of juniors have linked their PSAT scores to Khan 

Academy

● Continue to disaggregate SAT and PSAT scores to target intervention
○ Analysis suggests need to provide additional practice with Heart of Algebra



SAMPLE



Steps to PSAT/SAT Improvement 

● Provide professional learning for all faculty on instructional strategies and key shifts 
to the SAT to outline best practices that will be embedded into lessons

● Support professional learning through the College Board on specific content-area 
strategies to improve scores

● Support from administrators and department chairs who will provide feedback on 
incorporating identified strategies



Rebel U
● Structured mini-lessons

○ Emphasis on specific reading, writing, and math skills
■ Isolated skills are modeled, students supported through guided practice 
■ Students demonstrate the skill through independent practice with SAT-style 

items featuring SAT question stems 
■ Students receive feedback through correct answer rationale

● Strategies and key academic language

● Wording and structure of prompts and problems bring the lexicon of the SAT into the 
classroom

● Skills relevant to classroom instruction



Rebel U

● Materials allocated among English, Social Studies, Science, and Math departments
○ Materials dispersed by grade level to prevent repetition
○ Allows for multiple teachers and departments to participate in Rebel U

● Yearlong initiative, all four grades

● Teacher feedback will help to improve the design & implementation of Rebel U

● Reading Seminar, Math Seminar, & Writing Seminar will reinforce skills

● Opportunities for teachers to use skills practice for personalized learning and small 
group learning



Advanced 
Placement







Steps to AP Improvement

● Made course syllabus adjustments using disaggregated data from AP scores 
○ All courses are audited annually by the College Board
○ Examples include AP European History, Chemistry, and English Language who 

reworked course structure
● Continue to send teachers to AP training and scoring

○ Pilot an AP mentor program
○ Three teachers attended summer AP intensive institutes

● Analyze vertical alignment of Pre-AP courses to identify areas of growth
● Expanding Access: Use AP Potential, a research-driven tool based on PSAT 

scores, to identify AP students and help students choose the AP courses that 
most interest them



Part II: District Assessments 

Formative assessment
Classroom formative 
assessment is best 
positioned to help improve 
learning.

Well-designed classroom 
formative assessment 
focuses information on the 
growing edge of learning. 

Formative and Benchmarks

Examples include:

● Writing on-demand 
assessments 

● Reading Performance 
Tasks 

● Writing and Reading 
Checklists 

● Math Problem Solving 
and End of Module 
Assessments 



District Assessments 

Benchmark assessments
Benchmark assessments 
emphasize instructional 
adjustments. These check- 
points are used to inform 
instruction, predict future 
achievement and evaluate 
curriculum. 

Examples Include:
● Fountas and Pinnell 

Assessments 
● STAR
● Letter ID & Sound
● Developmental 

Spelling Inventory 
● Sight words 
● Phoneme 

Segmentation 
● Fluency 

Formative and Benchmarks



Assessments and 
Accountability: 
The Continuum



Fountas and Pinnell 
Benchmark Assessment System



K-5 BAS (Benchmark Assessment System) Data



STAR Math



Percentile Rank



National 
Average



Growth Rate (SGP)





National 
Average



Steps to Improvement

● Isolate the areas in need of the greatest growth in comparison to the standards and the 
projected growth

● FOR EXAMPLE, students currently in grade 6 who are most in need of growth 
receive support in the following areas:
○ Solving a problem using the area and perimeter formulas for rectangles
○ Fluently multiplying multi-digit whole numbers
○ Drawing a line of symmetry
○ Dividing a whole number of up to four digits by a 2-digit whole number using 

one of various strategies



STAR Reading



National 
Average



National 
Average





Part III:
CMT/CAPT Science
Grades 5, 8, and 10



Content Strand Mastery 







Alignment of CMT Standards to the NGSS by Grade 



About the 
Next Generation 

Science Standards

http://ngss.nsta.org/About.aspx 

http://ngss.nsta.org/About.aspx


Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) 





● Grades K-3 Science: FOSS Textbook adoption

○ Professional Development 
■ August 28: Overview of program 
■ October 6: Grade level planning and collaboration
■ Next Steps: Classroom model lessons with consultant

○ Curriculum Alignment and Development 

Science Resource Update



● Grades 4-9 HMH Dimensions Textbook adoption

○ Professional Development 
■ August 28: Overview of program 
■ October 6: Grade level planning and collaboration
■ Next Steps: Classroom model lessons with consultant

○ Curriculum Alignment and Development 

Science Resource Update


