
Book Policy Manual

Section Vol. 39, No. 1 - September 2024 MI

Title Vol. 39, No. 1 - September 2024 - MI OVERVIEW

Code 01 - OVERVIEW

Status From Neola

 
 

MI LOCAL UPDATE OVERVIEW AND COMMENTS
 

VOLUME 39 NUMBER 1
 

SEPTEMBER 2024

MASB Policy Services Provided by Neola
 
Effective policies are at the core of successful school district governance. Maintaining policies that reflect both local oversight and ever-
changing state and federal laws is an enormous task. School board members can rely on the MASB-Neola Partnership to keep their policy
manuals up-to-date.  Under this partnership, Neola provides comprehensive policy services for MASB members on behalf of MASB. Working
together, MASB and Neola produce uniform school policies and guidelines to better serve all Michigan school districts. 
 
Policy Development and Updating
 
Neola, with assistance from MASB if and when needed, will work with the board, administrators, and committee(s) to develop a
comprehensive policy manual that suits your district's needs. Each manual is based on templates that have been thoughtfully prepared, then
vetted by Neola’s outside counsel and MASB’s legal counsel. These templates are customized to the district's unique circumstances through
choices made by the board and administrative team. The bylaws, policies, and administrative rules/regulations are a unique collection
assembled by educators and attorneys. The end result will be a policy manual that's in line with law and court decisions containing legal
citations, footnoted reference material, and will be searchable by keyword or phrase.
 

OVERVIEW AND COMMENTS
 
All production-related materials and questions should be directed to the Production Office at 632 Main Street, Coshocton, Ohio 43812
(phone: 800-407-5815 or 740-622-5341, e-mail: production@neola.com). Billing questions should be directed to the Stow Office at 3914
Clock Pointe Trail, Suite 103, Stow, Ohio 44224 (phone 330-926-0514, e-mail: accounts@neola.com).
 
Please do not retype Neola materials before returning them for processing. We prefer to have the original materials returned after you have
marked them indicating which changes and additions you choose to have/not have for your District. If a District chooses not to adopt a
policy or an administrative guideline, the District is still obligated to follow applicable Federal and State laws relating to that section.
 
The proposed new, revised, and replacement policies, administrative guidelines, and forms included in this update have been thoughtfully
prepared and reviewed by Neola's legal counsel for statutory compliance. If you make changes or substitute in its entirety policies or other
materials of your own drafting, those materials should be reviewed by your legal counsel to verify compliance. Neola does not review
District-specific edits to update materials or District-specific policies for statutory compliance.
 
If a policy or guideline is marked as a revision, the changes have been marked in bold/green font (to add material) and crossed out/red font
(to delete material). As you review a revised policy or guideline, you may choose to accept one (1), many, or all of the changes provided. If
a policy or guideline is marked as a replacement, that means there have been enough changes made that justify a complete, clean
replacement copy. As you review a replacement policy or guideline, you should also check the materials you have in your current policy or
guideline to see if there is some District/other specific wording you want to be included in the replacement policy. If so, any wording from
the current policy should be added using “Track Changes” in the BoardDocs platform in the replacement policy or guideline before returning
it electronically to the Production Office for processing.
 
If the District alters language and adds it to a policy template or deletes content that is not marked as a choice in the policy template, then
these actions will constitute District-specific edits.
 
Policies that are to be removed from the policy manual require Board action to rescind the policy.
 



As the Update “season” gets underway, Neola offers some suggestions for accessing the comprehensive policy services through your Neola
Associate. While “in-person” consultation sessions are the preferred method for Neola Update “visits”, the means by which you and your
Neola associate accomplish this review should be mutually determined based on availability and level of comfort with the consultation
process. Overall, health and safety are the primary concerns. Your Neola associate will be in contact with you soon to discuss these options
with you and to schedule an appointment to review this update and ensure you are current on this and previous updates. Please consider
the following options:
 

A. schedule an appointment date/time to review the update materials during an in-person conference;
 

B. schedule/reschedule update or drafting visits for a later time;
 

C. schedule an appointment date/time to review the update materials via a virtual meeting such as Google Meet or other electronic
options; or
 

D. schedule an appointment date/time to review the update materials in a telephone conference.
 
If you are not an administrative guidelines client, you did not receive those materials in this packet. Contact your Associate for more
information about becoming an administrative guidelines client.
 
Processing Update Materials
 
If you will be making changes to these Update documents electronically, use the “Track Changes” editing tool in the BoardDocs platform to
mark the Neola materials indicating which of the proposed revisions and additions you choose to include or not include for your District, or
to make additional edits, before returning them electronically for processing. Be sure to leave the “track changes” and marked up version as
the one you submit to the Production office in Coshocton, Ohio.
 
District-Specific Material
 
If the District chooses during any step of the Update process to incorporate District-specific material into a new policy or guideline that has
been proposed, or to insert District-specific material into a current policy or guideline for which revisions have been proposed in an update
issued by Neola, then the District agrees to hold Neola harmless for those District-specific edits and acknowledges that Neola’s warranty for
legal challenges to that District-specific language in that policy or guideline will not be in effect. In addition, Neola retains ownership of the
text from the original policy template that remains in a policy to which District-specific material has been added. District-specific materials
include the following:
 

A. materials from the District’s existing materials that the District requests be incorporated during the drafting process;
 

B. new materials that the District develops in their entirety and exclusive of Neola; and
 

C. revisions or deletions that substantively depart from Neola’s templates.
 
Further, Neola does not recommend the use or incorporation of District-specific materials. Neola will, at the request of the District,
incorporate District-specific materials into the licensed materials, with the implicit understanding that the District bears all risks associated
with the District’s decision to request that such District-specific materials be incorporated. Neola reserves the right, but is not obligated, to
advise the District to seek its own legal review of District-specific materials.
 
FY 2023-24 Thresholds for Competitive Bids, Value of Awards, and Gifts
 
The Michigan Department of Education (MDE) provides updated information on statutory requirements that determine thresholds for
competitive bids and value of awards and gifts. The fiscal year 2023-24 base for M.C.L.s 380.623a, 380.1267, and 380.1274 is $29,572.
There are changes to the limits on the value of awards given by an ISD to an employee, volunteer, or pupil, as well as the value above which
an ISD administrator may not accept a gift from a vendor or potential vendor. The fiscal year 2023-24 upper limit (M.C.L. 380.634) for
awards is $169 and the cap for gifts is $73.
 
Notice Regarding Legal Accuracy
 
Neola is vigilant in providing policy language to clients that has been vetted for legal accuracy by outside legal counsel. Should questions
arise as to the legal compliance or accuracy of Neola's materials, it is our expectation that Neola's counsel would have the opportunity to
assist in the resolution of such a claim. Please notify the Neola corporate office if an issue arises in which such a review or assistance is
necessary.
 
Policies in this update have been reviewed by Varnum, LLP (Grand Rapids, MI) for consistency with Federal and State law.
 

LEGAL ALERTS
 
Included with this update are five (5) legal alerts. These include:
 

03 - Legal Alert - Sexual Assault/Harassment Information for the 2024-25 Academic Year
04 - Legal Alert - Current Status of Law Regarding Transgender Students' Use of Bathrooms and Locker Rooms
05 - Legal Alert - Highlighted Topics (Senate Bill 518)
 

POLICIES
 
Policy 2264 - Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in Education Programs or Activities  (Technical
Correction)



 
An instance of "notice of discrimination" has been changed to "notice of nondiscrimination."
 
Policy 3120.08 - Employment of Personnel for Co-Curricular/Extra-Curricular Activities (Revised)
 
Public Act 37 makes it necessary to require any individual serving as a high school athletic coach to hold a valid certification in CPR and the
use of an AED beginning with the 2025-2026 school year. This policy has been revised to reflect this forthcoming requirement.
 
Policy 5330.02 - Opioid Antagonists (Revised)
 
This policy has been revised to reference Narcan, to make it easier to find in searches of this manual, and miscellaneous
grammar/punctuation changes.
 
Policy 5340 - Student Accidents (Revised)
 
Public Act 36 makes it necessary to develop a cardiac response plan. This policy has been revised to reflect this requirement.
 
Policy 5500 - Student Conduct (Revised)
 
This policy has been revised to include provisions addressing use of academic honesty and optional provisions addressing use of artificial
intelligence (AI).
 
Policy 7440.03 - Small Unmanned Aircraft Systems (Technical Correction)
 
This template has been updated to cross-reference the appropriate administrative guideline and  miscellaneous corrections to
grammar/punctuation.
 
Policy 7540.09 - Artificial Intelligence ("AI") (New)
 
This policy has been added to address the use of artificial intelligence (AI) by district staff and students. We anticipate that this policy will
evolve as this tool evolves.
 
Policy 8321 - Criminal Justice Information Security (Non-Criminal Justice Agency) (Revised)
 
This policy has been revised to reflect the updated requirements of the Michigan State Police (MSP).
 

ADMINISTRATIVE GUIDELINES
 
AG 5605A - Disciplining Students With Disabilities (IDEA Eligible) (Revised)
 
This guideline has been revised to reflect that student removal to an alternative education setting for not more than forty-five (45) school
days and misc. grammar/punctuation corrections.
 
AG 8452 - Use of Automated External Defibrillators (AED) (Technical Correction)
 
Technical correction to include a cross-reference to Board Policy 3120.08 - Employment of Personnel for Co-Curricular/Extra-Curricular
Activities and miscellaneous corrections to grammar/punctuation.
 

COMMENTS
 
Reviewing Board Minutes
 
A feature of your subscription to the Update Service is the review of your District’s Board minutes to identify actions that result in new policy
or revision to existing policy. If such action has been taken and copies of the related materials have not been submitted to the Coshocton
Office, the District will be contacted and additional information regarding the action will be requested. Please take advantage of this valuable
service by sending copies of your Board minutes to the Coshocton Office for review.
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DISPOSITION OF NEW/REVISED/REPLACEMENT
POLICIES FOR BOARD ADOPTION
 
Vol. 39, No. 1 - September 2024
 
Coding for District-Specific Edits
*1 = drafted by District staff
*2 = if the material was a work for hire, that is, material the District paid someone else to develop but from whom the
District purchased the rights to publish
*3 = if the material is copyrighted to someone else from whom the District has secured permission to publish the material
(No code is needed for accepting Neola's vetted material)
 

Policy Number
Date
Adopted 

District-Specific Edits
(1, 2, or 3) Date Tabled 

Date Rejected
 

po2264        

po3120.08        

po5330.02        

po5340        

po5500        

po7440.03        

po7540.09 NEW        

po8321        
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Legal Alert
 

To: Neola Clients

   

From: Varnum LLP, Attorneys At Law

   

Re: Sexual Assault/Harassment Information for the 2024-25 Academic Year

   

Date: July 26, 2024
 

 
Previously added Sections 1508 and 1526b of the Revised School Code required the Michigan Department of
Education, along with other agencies, to develop age-appropriate informational material relating to sexual assault
and sexual harassment. This informational material has been developed and is available at the link included in
this memorandum. School districts are now required to disseminate the developed materials and contact
information for the District's Title IX Coordinator and its policies on sexual assault and sexual harassment to each
student in grades 6 through 12. This includes ensuring that all the information remains accessible to those
students and their parents or legal guardians and is included in a student handbook or similar publication
prepared by the District and on the District's webpage if a District maintains a webpage.
 
These statutes also encourage school districts beginning with the 2024-2025 school year to provide educators
and school personnel who have contact with students, training at least every five (5) years in responding to
students who have experienced sexual assault or sexual harassment. This training may be provided as part of the
required five days of professional development provided by school districts.
 
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/ohns/School-Health-and-Safety/SHSA-Info-
Guide.pdf?rev=81dfca56a62a44f8b743b92176da1727&hash=6E5AD9B3307F24CEEB04C86050F9C9AB

https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/ohns/School-Health-and-Safety/SHSA-Info-Guide.pdf?rev=81dfca56a62a44f8b743b92176da1727&hash=6E5AD9B3307F24CEEB04C86050F9C9AB
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/ohns/School-Health-and-Safety/SHSA-Info-Guide.pdf?rev=81dfca56a62a44f8b743b92176da1727&hash=6E5AD9B3307F24CEEB04C86050F9C9AB
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Legal Alert
 

To: Neola Clients

   

From: Varnum LLP, Attorneys At Law

   

Re: Current Status of Law Regarding Transgender Students' Use of Bathrooms and Locker
Rooms

   

Date: July 29, 2024
 

 
This memo provides a description of the current legal climate in Michigan regarding the use of bathrooms and
locker rooms by transgender students. 
 
Legal Background
 
Federal Law.  Under Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, discrimination based on sex in education
programs and activities receiving federal financial assistance is prohibited.  The U.S. Department of Education
has interpreted Title IX to include protections for transgender students, meaning schools must allow transgender
students to use bathrooms and locker rooms that correspond with their gender identity.
 
Michigan State Law.  While Michigan does not have specific state laws addressing the use of bathrooms and
locker rooms by transgender students, the Michigan Department of Education ("MDE") has issued guidance to
support the rights of transgender students.  The guidance includes recommendations for schools to allow
students to use facilities that correspond with their gender identity, emphasizing the importance of creating a
supportive and non-discriminatory environment.
 
Recent Developments
 
Court Rulings.  Recent court rulings have reinforced the protections for transgender students under federal law. 
Notably, the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals, which has jurisdiction over Michigan, has ruled in favor of transgender
students' rights to access bathrooms and locker rooms that match their gender identity.  These rulings align with
the broader interpretation of Title IX by various federal agencies that affirms the obligations of schools in
Michigan to accommodate transgender students.
 
Legislative Actions.  As of the date this memo was written, there have been no new state laws passed in Michigan
specifically restricting or altering the rights of transgender students to use bathrooms and locker rooms that align
with their gender identity.
 



Conclusion
 
While the current status of the law is as stated in this memo, situations are very fact-dependent, and it is
important to consider these fact scenarios closely with legal counsel.
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Legal Alert
 

To: Neola Clients

   

From: Varnum LLP, Attorneys At Law

   

Re: Highlighted Topics (Senate Bill 518)

   

Date: July 29, 2024
 

 
On June 6, 2024, Governor Whitmer signed Senate Bill 518 into law. This legislation amends M.C.L. 380.1531i by
extending the prior deadline in place related to the State Superintendent of Education's ability to issue an interim
teaching certificate to teach special education to individuals going through an approved alternative certification
program. The ability to issue such certificates is extended to July 21, 2027. The amendment also allows
individuals who have received their interim teaching certificate to continue teaching special education after the
new deadline of July 21, 2027 as long as they meet other applicable provisions of law.
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����	��	�-������	FD�	�(	�������	��	D���	.���	(
.X�����	��	����
��	�D��	��
��	���(���
��	(�E	��(���-�������
����	�����	�!]	��	�I	�	���(��	��D��	�D��	�	(�
����	��	�-������	FD�	�(	�������	��	D���	.���	(
.X�����	��	����
��	�D��	��
��	���(���
��(�E	��(���-�������	
����	�����	�!	���	FD�	F�(	�������������	��	����-�����	��	�����������	��	�D�	��(�����Y(	��
������������-	��	��������	��	�D�	��-�	�G	�D�	�������	(�E	��(���-�������I	6̂ _ àbUcd	-���(e	��	����	��	F������	��Q
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