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June 28, 2021
Ms. Delbra Taylor Mr. Kim Wilbanks, Superintendent
Jonesboro School District
2506 Southwest Square
Jonesboro, AR 72401

I
I

Dr. Karen Curtner, Superintendent
Nettleton School District

3300 One Place
Jonesboro, AR 72404

Re: Appeal Under the Public School Choice Act-Justice Taylor
Everyone:

This letter is to notify you that the Arkansas State Board of Education is scheduled to hear the above-
referenced appeal(s) on Thursday, July 8, 2021. The action item is set for the 10:00 a.m. agenda in
the Auditorium of the Arch Ford Education Building, Four Capitol Mall, Little Rock, Arkansas.
Any additional materials any party chooses to submit should be provided to my office no later than
12:00 noon on Friday, July 2, 2021.

The Arkansas State Board of Education has requested the parent, the non-resident district, and
the resident district attend this meeting and be available for questions.

The above-referenced appeal(s) will be conducted pursuant to the legal authority and jurisdiction vested
in the State Board by the Public School Choice Act and the Arkansas Department of Education Rules
Governing the Public School Choice Act. You may find copies of these references on the Arkansas
Department of Education Website.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter. Please do not hesitate to contact the Arkansas
Department of Education’s Legal Services Division at (501) 682-4585 should you require additional
information.

Sincerely,
/s/Taylor Dugan

Taylor Dugan

Staff Attorney

Division of Elementary and Secondary Education
taylor.dugan@ade.arkansas.gov

Four Capitol Mall | Little Rock, AR 72201 | dese.arkansas.gov | (501) 682-4475
An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Jonesboro Public Schools
2506 Southwest Square
Jonesboro, AR 72401
Office of the Superintendent 870-933-5800

kim.wilbanks@jonesboroschools. net Fax: 870-933-5838
June 9, 2021

Delbra Taylor

Dear Parent,

['am sorry, but the CHOICE application you submitted for Justice Taylor has been rejected for
the following reason:

Acceptance would cause the district to have to add additional staff and/or teachers.

As noted in your original application, you have ten (10) days from receipt of this notice in which
to submit a written appeal of this decision to the State Board of Education,

Respecttully,

Q-ﬁm“ Ol o
Dr. Kim Witbanks
Superintendent

“Excellence is our standard — not our goal — for every child”
www.jonesboroschools.net
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Jonesboro Public Schools
2506 Southwest Square
Jonesboro, AR 72401
Office of the Superintendent 870-933-5800
kim.wilbanks@jonesboroschools.net Fax: 870-933-5838

June 24, 2021

Dear Ms. Taylor,

You applied in a timely manner for your daughter, Justice Taylor, to attend the district under the
Arkansas School Choice laws. That application was presented to the Jonesboro School Board
and was rejected because approval would have required the addition of additional staff. A letter
to that effect was sent to you on June 9, 2021.

All actions under school choice are subject to continuing review in the event of new information
or changed circumstances. The district has reviewed this decision in light of additional
information about Justice’s special education needs; in which the COVID pandemic hindered this
process. Your choice application will be presented again to the school board at its July meeting.
The administration believes that the district may be able to meet Justice’s needs without the
addition of additional personnel.

The Jonesboro School District is proud of its education program for all students and is pleased
that its special education programs are seen as exceptional by so many parents. It is always
distressing to have to deny an application. You will be notified of the decision of the school
board after the July meeting. Thank you for your interest in the Jonesboro Public Schools. We
look forward to the chance to welcome you and your child into our school family.

A copy of this letter is being sent to the Office of the Commissioner of the Arkansas Department
of Education in order to suppl this new information. We will also notify the Commissioner’s
office of the result of the action of the Jonesboro School Board when it occurs.

mcerely,

Dr ij é lbanks
Superintendent

cc: Office of the Commissioner

“Excellence is our standard — not our goal — for every child”
www.jonesboroschools.net
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APPLICATION FOR SCHOOL CHOICE TRANSFER
(Deadline for submission is May 1, unless the student is eligible for School Choice for Military Families)

| Public School Choice Act of 2015 m Opportunity School-Choice Act &

NOTE: Applications for the Public School Choice Act of 2015 must be sent to the resident and nonresident
districts. Applications for the Opportunity School Choice Act must be sent to the resident district, the
nonresident district, and the Division of Elementary and Secondary Education,

Ifyou are unsure which type of school choice best applies, please review the FAQ following this form for
information about the different types of school choice that may be available to your student.

SIBOINGINEORMATION
If applying for a transfer under the Public School Choice Act, does the applicant have a sibling or step-sibling

already attending the nonresident district listed in this application pursuant to the Public School Choice Act?

If 50, please list: EA/

i

Student Namei— R Grade:
: JfLLS’r[]'C{ V. lay oy : XTL*LD .
Student Date of Birth: Gender: Male Female
21710 e

Is the applicant currently expelled? Yes [] No K]
MILITARYEAMILYINEORMATION

Does the applicant have a parent or guardian who is an active-duty member of the mlhtaryw 0 has been
transferred to and resides on a miiitaT base? If so, please state the date of the parent’s or guardian’s arrival on

the military base: N Aﬁﬁ(

NOTE: In order to take advantage of school choice options available to military families who have recently
transferred to a military base, you must submit military transfer orders and proof of residency on the military
base to the resident and nonresident school districts.

2 or More Races | | Asian [] African-American E
Hispanic 1 Native American/ [ | Native Hawaiian/ [ ]
Native Alaskan Pacific Islander

White [
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District and School Name: County Name:
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TARDIAN INFORMATIO!

Home Phone:

%Hom | &U\),Of SI0-Bo- 5088

Work Phone:

.....

Date and Time Received by Nonres1dent D1strlct

Date and Time Received by Resident District:

Resident District LEA #: / é ) g

Nonresident District LEA#:

Student’s State Identification #:

Application: Accepted [A Rejected [ ]

Reason for Rejection (If Applicable):

Date Notification Sent to Resident District and Parent/Guardian of Applicant: O

Gl2)|zo2)
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