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Projections Performance

• Projections last updated using October 1, 2017 data, 2 years out from initial projections
• Actual K-12 enrollments are 2.7% higher than medium model and 1.7% higher than the high 

model
• Overall, elementary enrollments as projected with high model. However, individual grades 

deviate from projections. 
• 2018-19 kindergarten class much smaller than expected. However, 2019-20 kindergarten enrollment 

in line with projections
• Elevated levels of in-migration in upper elementary grades over last two school years

• Middle School enrollments are 1.7% higher than high model primarily due to larger 6th grade 
cohort

• High school enrollments exceed high model by 4.4% driven by larger 11th and 12th grade 
classes 
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Population Estimates

• Since 2009, Bristol’s overall estimated population has been 
relatively stable 

• Decreased by about 995 or 1%
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Population by Age Groups

• Estimated decreases in children 9 years or younger, while children between 
10-19 increased – indicating some in-migration of families

• Baby-boomer generation shows increases to age groups 55-69

Source: ACS 5-yr Estimates (2006-2010, 2014-2018) 
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Birth Trends

• Annual births have been on a downward trend over the past 20+ years reaching an 
estimated 614 births in 2019

• The most recent birth “bubble” occurred in 2014 at 669 births– cohort corresponds to 
this year’s Kindergarten class which yielded 580 students
• This is following an unusually small Kindergarten class in 2018-19 of 485 students

• Projected births are estimated to be within a range of about ± 30 births from 2019-20
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Housing Units 
Change

Southeast and southwest Bristol 
show an increase in housing 
units, while the downtown area 
saw the most significant decline

Bristol had a 2.5% decrease in 
total housing units between the 
2014 and 2018 ACS estimates 

29,358 total housing units in 
2010-2014 estimates

28,606 total housing units in 
2014-2018 estimates
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Home Sales

• Home sales recently peaked and leveled out over the past three years 
averaging 753 sales

• Over the past five years, total home sales have increased by 50% 
recovering from the recessionary low of 356 in 2011 

2019 Estimate based on 10-year average of sales between Jan-Nov
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Housing Permits

• The trend of limited housing growth has continued since 2015, 
with an estimated 33 housing permits issued in 2019
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Approved Residential Developments

• According to City Planning Department, five currently approved residential 
projects of scale (potential to impact BPS enrollment)

• Currently, 35% of these units are developed with the remaining 65% to come 
on line over the next several years

• Half of these units located in West Bristol attendance area, and 40% located in 
South Side attendance area – potential for new students
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Approved 
Residential 

Developments

West Bristol has the most 
approved residential units 

(50%) to be developed over 
the next several years

Other approved developments not 
included due to project scale and 

likelihood to produce students include: 
164 Hill Street (4 Units) and Pine and 
Mitchell elderly housing (128 Units)

Elementary School 
District

Total Approved 
Units

Hubbell 32
South Side 119
West Bristol 153

Total 304
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Renter Occupied 
Housing

Several neighborhoods of 
Bristol with a majority renter 
occupants 

Highest density renter 
occupied neighborhoods in 
the center, northeast, and 
southwest parts of Bristol

In total, Bristol is 38% renter 
occupied

10,097 renter occupied housing 
units
26,382 total housing units
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Historic Enrollment

• Steady enrollment decline since 2006-07
• Districtwide enrollment decreased by 643 students or 8% over the last decade

• Elementary enrollment decreased 7% since 2009-10
• Middle school enrollment decreased 8% since 2009-10
• High school enrollment decreased 9% over the last decade

• However, 2019-20 marked the first year of growth at the elementary and high school 
levels in more than a decade
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Elementary 
Enrollment: 2019-20

School K-5 
Edgewood 286

Greene Hills 597
Hubbell 381
Ivy Drive 350
Mt. View 316

South Side 452
Stafford 375

West Bristol 608
Outside BPS 17Other BPS Facility

TOTAL 3,382
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Neighborhood Enrollment Trends

• Students were tracked by residence to analyze neighborhood trends at 
each elementary school

• Increases in resident population of a school district may not translate to 
increased enrollments due to placing students in districtwide programs 
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K-5 Enrollment

• Elementary school enrollment peaked in 2006-07 at 3,917 students. Decreased to a low 
of 3,342 students in 2018-19
• Elementary enrollment experienced a small uptick in 2019-20

• Since 2014-15, 5 of the 8 elementary schools have decreased in enrollment
• Stafford (-16%) saw the most significant declines in enrollment (K-5)

• Enrollment increased at Greene-Hills (2%) and Hubbell (1%)

Source: EdSight 2012-13 to 2018-19; Bristol Public Schools 2019-20 Source: EdSight 2012-13 to 2018-19; Bristol Public Schools 2019-20
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Middle School 
Enrollment: 2019-20

School 6-8
Chippens Hill 757

Greene-Hills 300
Northeast 478

West Bristol 312
Outside BPS

Other BPS Facility 29

Middle Total 1,876



Prepared for Bristol Board of Education

6-8 Enrollment

• Middle school enrollment peaked in 2002-03 at 2,118 students. Decreased to a low of 
1,754 students in 2015-16

• Since 2014-15, no middle school has declined
• This is the only grade level to experience an increasing enrollment over the past five years

• Northeast and West Bristol have both increased 11% over the last five years

Source: EdSight 2012-13 to 2018-19; Bristol Public Schools 2019-20
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High School 
Enrollment: 2019-20

School 9-12

Bristol Central 1,187

Bristol Eastern 1,079

Outside BPS
167

Other BPS Facility

Total 2,433
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9-12 Enrollment

• High school enrollment reached a peak of 2,285 in 2004-05. Decreased to a low of 2,378 
in 2018-19

• Since 2014-15, Bristol Eastern decreased by 13%, while Bristol Central increased by 1%
• High school enrollment increased in 2019-20 by about 2% over 2018-19

Source: EdSight 2012-13 to 2018-19; Bristol Public Schools 2019-20
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Magnet School Enrollment

• Consistent number of Bristol residents attending magnet schools over past 5 years
• Elementary school averaged 146 students, middle school 73 students, and high school 77 

students since 2015-16

• Anecdotally, Bristol resident enrollment at Kinsella Magnet School (9-12) decreased in 
2019-20 and may remain lower due to changes at Kinsella

• Anticipate some additional return of magnet students in 2021-22 when Ana Grace 
Academy (K-5) is scheduled to move to Bloomfield; also in 2022-23 when Bristol’s 
Memorial Magnet Middle School (6-8) opens
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Projections Primer

• The cohort survival methodology relies on observed data from the 
recent past in order to project the near future

• Persistency ratios are calculated from historic enrollment data to 
determine growth or loss in a class as it progresses through the 
school system

• Persistency ratios account for the various external factors affecting 
enrollments: housing characteristics, residential development, 
economic conditions, student transfers in and out of system, and 
student mobility

• Changes in population, housing stock and tenure, and economic 
conditions help explain persistency ratios
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Historic Enrollment
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Persistency Ratios

• Estimation of migration based on change in 1 – 7th grade cohort as it matriculates to 2nd – 8th grades
• Most recent two years have experienced an increased estimate of migration as more students are entering 

the district in the upper elementary and middle school grades
• Very low Birth-K in 2018-19 appears anomalous

Source: Calculated by MMI from CEDAR Enrollment Reports (2001-02 - 2011-12), State Department of Education (2012-13 – 2018-19), Bristol Public Schools (2019-20), Department of 
Public Health (CT DPH) Birth Data 
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New to District Students

• Compare student ID numbers from one year to the next to identify students in 
grades 1-12 who are “new” to the district

• Reflecting estimated in-migration rates of the last two years, increased trend in 
new-to-district students
• From 2016-17 to 2019-20 there was a 16% increase in new to district students across 

the district
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New to District Students

• Significant increase in new to district students at the Middle School level, 
up 53 students or 42% over the past four years

• Despite a positive in-migration of students, Bristol Public Schools (grades 
1-12) have decreased ~2% in enrollment over the past 4 years
• Enrollment decrease primarily driven by smaller incoming kindergarten classes
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Projections Assumptions

• High projections: The most “optimistic” scenario for growth or least 
decline in enrollment

• Medium projections: The status quo scenario where enrollment 
remains on the most similar trend as the past several years

• Low projections: The least “optimistic” scenario for growth with the 
most decline in enrollment

• Other specific assumptions built into the models:
• Current private and other public-school enrollment trends persist
• PK enrollments remain at current levels

• These projection scenarios are meant to provide an estimated window 
of enrollment based on previous trends in enrollment, births, 
demographics and housing characteristics
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K-12th Enrollment Projections

• Despite uptick in in-migration and total enrollment in 2019-20, projections remain 
stable in the high model or continue to decline in the medium and low models
• 5-Year Projections for 2024-25 range from -4% to 0% change from 2019-20 enrollment
• 10-Year Projections for 2029-30 range from -9% to 0% change from 2019-20 enrollment

• Medium model is recommended for planning purposes
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K-12th Enrollment Projections

• Despite increase in K-5 this year, and projected increase next year, elementary enrollment is still 
projected to decline out five and ten years (smaller birth cohorts) 

• Middle school enrollment projected to decrease most significantly in the first five years, decreasing 
by ~100 students or 5%
• During this time elementary enrollment also projected to decrease by 3%, while high school enrollment 

projected to increase by 1%
• Elementary enrollment projected to decrease most significantly by 2029-30, decreasing by 5%

• Middle and high school enrollment also projected to decrease by 9% and 3% respectively
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K-12th Enrollment Projections

§ Medium Projection Model (Recommended)
§ Does not assume greater retention of students once Memorial Magnet opens in 

2022-23 as it’s difficult to assess impact of opening a new school in the Hartford 
and CREC magnet catchment area

§ However, the current 4th grade bubble will also impact 22-23 and 23-24 middle school 
enrollments

§ Any additional retention or return of students who might otherwise have attended a 
magnet school outside of BPS will compound the bubble during those two years 

Medium Districtwide Projections

School Year Birth 
Year Births K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 PK Total     

PK-12
Total        
K-12

Total      
K-5

Total       
6-8

Total       
9-12

2019-20 2014 669 580 490 565 579 600 568 587 649 640 703 556 586 588 285 7,976 7,691 3,382 1,876 2,433

2020-21 2015 645 551 581 489 572 595 609 570 606 661 655 651 550 614 305 8,009 7,704 3,397 1,837 2,470

2021-22 2016 595 508 552 580 495 588 604 611 588 617 676 607 644 576 305 7,951 7,646 3,327 1,816 2,503

2022-23 2017 633 541 509 551 588 509 597 606 631 599 631 626 600 674 305 7,967 7,662 3,295 1,836 2,531

2023-24 2018 610 521 542 508 558 604 517 599 625 642 613 584 619 628 305 7,865 7,560 3,250 1,866 2,444

2024-25 2019 614 524 522 541 515 574 613 519 618 636 657 568 578 648 305 7,818 7,513 3,289 1,773 2,451

2025-26 2020 619 529 525 521 548 529 583 615 536 629 651 608 562 605 305 7,746 7,441 3,235 1,780 2,426

2026-27 2021 614 524 530 524 528 563 537 585 635 546 643 603 601 588 305 7,712 7,407 3,206 1,766 2,435

2027-28 2022 616 526 525 529 531 543 571 539 604 646 559 595 596 629 305 7,698 7,393 3,225 1,789 2,379

2028-29 2023 616 526 527 524 536 546 551 573 556 615 661 518 588 624 305 7,650 7,345 3,210 1,744 2,391

2029-30 2024 615 525 527 526 531 551 554 553 591 566 629 612 512 616 305 7,598 7,293 3,214 1,710 2,369

Source: Bristol Public Schools 2019-20, CT Dept. of Public Health, MMI Projections 2020-21 - 2029-30. Pre-K projections based on 5-year average, subject to change because of funding and availability .  
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K-5 Projected Enrollment

• Hubbell (-9%), and 
Stafford (-8%) 
projected to 
decrease most 
significantly in the 
first five-years as well 
as ten-year 
projections

• West Bristol (3%) 
only school projected 
to increase over the 
ten-year projections



Prepared for Bristol Board of Education

6-8 Projected Enrollment

• Chippens Hill projected to decrease most significantly – by 12% over five years and 16% out ten 
years

• Greene-Hills and Northeast projected to absorb much of the cohort bubble affecting middle 
schools in 2022-23 and 2023-24; however Northeast still projected to decrease 9% out five years, 
while Greene-Hills is projected to increase 8% out five years

• West Bristol projected to increase most significantly by 3% over five years and 8% out ten years
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9-12 Projected Enrollment

• Bristol Central projected to increase slightly through first five years, then decreasing by 
1% out ten years

• Bristol Eastern projected to also increase slightly through first five years, before 
decreasing by 2% out ten years
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Questions

?
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Appendix
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Individual Elementary Projections
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Individual Elementary Projections
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Individual Middle School Projections
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Individual High School Projections
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Districtwide Low Projections
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Districtwide High Projections


