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The Need: 

9,367,000 Americans have 
opioid use disorder1

Opioid agonist treatment 
reduces risk of mortality by 

more than 200%2 

Less than half of all 
community pharmacies 
dispense opioid agonist 

treatment3
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Why wouldn’t pharmacies stock medication? 

Stigma: 
“Nobody will sell insulin needles unless you have 
an injectable prescription at that pharmacy, and 
there's no law against it. The problem is that at 

the first pharmacy that does it, there will be 
people going to get needles and a 17-year old girl 
will be ringing up all these people and you know 

and so nobody wants that business. What 
would the community perception be?”

Enforcement: 
“You know, I recently had a visit from the 

DEA, just a random inspection, and that 
[buprenorphine] was one of the key drugs they 

were interested in looking at”

Wholesale Restrictions
“If we dispense a hundred prescriptions, 20 of 
them can be controlled substances. One we hit 

that quota, game over. You can order whatever 
you want. They won't ship anything.”
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What we did about it: 



Pharmacy Recommendations: 



Dissemination and Next Steps:



Thank you! 
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