
Legislative Breakfast
Centennial Schools

January 8, 2024
Centennial District Office

4707 North Road
Circle Pines, MN 55014
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Welcome and Agenda
7:15 - Breakfast Available
7:30 - Welcome & Introductions
7:45 - Overview of Centennial Schools Legislative Platform
8:00 - Legislator Remarks

● Each legislator will have an opportunity to share a brief introduction and offer 
remarks

● Remarks/Comments on the upcoming legislative session
8:45 - Discussion on Partnership on Educational Issues & Priorities
9:00 - Wrap Up

● Transition to Centennial High School
9:30 - Tour of Centennial Journey Program & Partnership with Vocational Rehabilitation 
Services
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Food Service
● Free Meals - 17% increase in participation 55% to 72% 
● Lunchroom Tables 

Teaching and Learning 
● Read Act - Two Funding Options expected to cover costs for this year and next

School Resource Officers
● Revised the statutory language

Finance/Human Resources
● Unemployment Insurance - Summer 2023 fully funded; Summer 2024 anticipated to be 

fully funded
● Basic Formula Increases of 4% & 2% with Inflationary Index of 2-3%
● Special Education Cross Subsidy:

○ 44%: FY 24, FY 25, FY 26
○ 50%: FY 27 & Later

● English Learner FY24 ($197,000)
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Thank You



Change funding formulas to provide fair equalization making school levies; Operating 
Referendum, Local Optional Revenue, and Debt Service Programs more affordable

● Historic Inflation
○ General Education Formula Allowance is behind 18.7%
○ Local Optional Revenue is behind 34.5%

● Lower than state average operating referendum; local taxpayer impacts
● Formula based equalization

○ Operating Referendum; 100% taxpayer; 0% State Aid
○ Local Optional Revenue; 100% taxpayer; 0% State Aid
○ Debt Service; 100% taxpayer; 0% State Aid

● Taxpayers should not have to pay significantly more taxes by zip code
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Property Tax Equalization



Property Tax Equalization Draft Bill

-8.8% 
Decrease



Equalization Share



Equitable Funding
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Increase or change funding formulas to allow the school board the ability to address 
the facility needs of our students and community

● Address LTFM and Lease Levy tax levy programs to ensure comparable taxpayer 
support

○ Remove or Increase the Cap
○ Equalization

● Inflation has had a significant impact on our purchasing power
○ Capped at $380 per pupil unit since 2015; FY 24 would have been $495 per pupil 

if this had kept up with inflation.  This is a 30% decrease purchasing power over 
this time

● Maintaining facilities protects taxpayer investments

Long-Term Facilities 
Maintenance Revenue
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Redefine the compensatory revenue funding formula using factors other than free 
or reduced-price eligibility or continue the hold harmless for this next session 

● The level of poverty for our school has been increasing over the past several years
● The current formula uses student counts eligible for free and reduced-priced lunch
● With the passage Free School Meals Program it has become significantly 

challenging to accurately determine student income thresholds which are part of the 
current formula

● To ensure equitable outcomes for schools the formula needs to better reflect 
resources needed to support students

Compensatory Revenue 



Inflation



Budget Considerations; Potential Cost/Loss of Revenue 
● $525,000 Loss of Compensatory Education Revenue 2025-2026
● $750,000 Unemployment Projection Summer of 2025 
● $500,000 Paid FMLA Leave @ .88%
● $750,000 Increase in Substitute Costs Since FY21/ESST
● $325,000 TRA Rate Increase @ .75%
● $100,000 Read Act Costs Per Year 

Budget Known Factors 
● 2.00% Basic Formula State Aid Increase $1,000,000
● 2.25% Steps/Lanes/Education (Roll up Costs) $1,850,000
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Legislative Decisions of 2023 Session - 
Projected Costs-Forecast



Questions/Discussion


