
- Fire Prevention/Safety Week

- Explore Program
Train / exposure to being a Fireperson

- H.S. (Chemistry) class Fire extinguisher 
training

- Responding to Fire Alarm(s) at School

- Community BBQ Drive-thru Meal

- [Summer] Thursday @ the Park 

- Post prom @ Fire Hall

- Escorts for STATE Tournament Team(s)

September 13, 2021     (up-dated 9/20/2021)

GMR School Presentation

Greenbush Fire Dept.



Ballot Question #1 in the November 2, 2021 Special School Election, the Greenbush Middle River School District will be asking 
district residents to renew an existing operating levy for the school district that expires in June 2022.   The current operating 
referendum is $506. 05 per pupil (pp) and raises an $125,000.   If the levy vote fails, our school district will need to, at 
minimum, reduce $125,000 from its annual budget, which may include eliminating [more] positions and/ or programs in the 
district.  In Ballot Question #1, since GMR School is not seeking an increase, the passage [renewing] of the [existing] levy will 
keep the school portion of residents’ taxes the same, but in-fact taxpayers will likely see a slight decrease.

In Ballot Question #2 within the November 2, 2021 Special School Election, the Greenbush Middle River School District will be
asking district residents to increase the per pupil amount to an additional $700.00 thus generating ~$164,000 in additional 
operating revenue. 

This operating levy pays for district operations. Operations include salaries, curricular materials, insurance(s) and 

technology. Operating levies are different from building referendums, as residents are taxed in a different manner. It 

is important to note, in an operating referendum special election, agricultural land is not taxed, so area 

farmers will see no impact on their land. Farmers will pay referendum taxes on their house, garage and an acre of land 

only.  Seasonal recreation property (eg:  hunting camps) are also excluded from referendum taxes.





Types of property that are not subject to voter-approved levies based on referendum market

value. Excluded from referendum market value are properties classified as:

• Class 2a farm land and buildings beyond the house, garage and first acre

• Class 2b rural vacant land

• Class 4c(12) noncommercial seasonal residential recreational (eg:  hunting cabins, lake cabins)

• Class 4c(4) post-secondary student housing

This operating levy pays for district operations. Operations include salaries, curricular materials,

insurance(s) and technology. Operating levies are different from building referendums, as 

residents are taxed in a different manner.  It is important to note, in an operating 

referendum special election, agricultural land is not taxed, so area farmers will see no impact on their land. 

Farmers will pay referendum taxes on their house, garage and an acre of land only.  Seasonal recreation property (eg:  hunting 

camps) are also excluded from referendum taxes.







K-12 Student 
Enrollment 
along with a 
State-approved 
per pupil aid 
funding 
formula drives 
funding for 
schools 



Per 

Per pupil allowance for Fiscal Year 2019-2020 would need to increase by another $503 (7.7%) to have kept pace with 

inflation since 2002-2003.  $568 million annually (source:  MREA)

Ninety-nine percent (i.e. all) 
of districts in Minnesota 
currently have voter-
approved operating levies 
to support district 
operations. School funding 
in Minnesota has not kept 
up with inflation, which 
compels schools to seek 
extra (referendum) support 
from their residents.



Families in the United States

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, a family is a group of two people or more (one of whom is the householder) 

related by birth, marriage, or adoption and residing together; all such people (including related subfamily members) are 

considered as members of one family.

As of 2020, the U.S. Census Bureau counted about 83.68 million families in the United States. The average 

family consisted of 3.15 persons in 2020, down from 3.7 in the 1960s. This is reflected in the decrease of children in 

family households overall. In 1970, about 56 percent of all family households had children under the age of 18 living in 

the household. This percentage declined to 40.66 percent in 2019.   source:  www.statista.com/

Source www.census.gov/quickfacts/

SMALLER FAMILIES!  No such thing as a Hector Reese Family  ;)

https://www.statista.com/statistics/183659/number-of-families-in-the-us/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/183657/average-size-of-a-family-in-the-us/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/242074/percentages-of-us-family-households-with-children-by-type/


MN Demographic Trends
- Decline of population in rural areas
- Increase in population in Metro & 

regional centers

- Growth in people of color population(s)
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Postsecondary Enrollment Options (PSEO)
Postsecondary Enrollment Options (PSEO) is an opportunity for 
Minnesota resident high school students in grades 10, 11 or 12, to 
earn dual credit for both high school and college. Most commonly, 
PSEO courses are delivered by the postsecondary institution (PSI) 
online or in person on campus. Payment of PSEO course tuition and 
required items, in most cases, comes directly from the Minnesota 
Department of Education (MDE) to the PSI. MDE does not pay for any 
materials/equipment a student owns once the course has ended.

Home School Education
Minnesota’s Compulsory Instruction statutes, 
sections 120A.22, 120A.24, and 120A.26, allow parents to 
create private schools in their home for their children. Like 
other nonpublic options, these schools are predominately 
financed by the parents.

Open Enrollment and PSEO  “the State Aid follows the 
kid.”  HOME SCHOOLS DO NOT RECEIVE STATE PP AID

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/120A.22
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/120A.24
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/120A.26


MN School closure is a casualty of a shrinking demographic

By Ryan Laughlin
Published: May. 9, 2018 at 5:06 PM CDT

Excerpts:   

After nearly 70 years of educating kids in rural Minnesota, the Middle River School is locking its doors at the 
end of the school year.
School leaders said the decision was years in the making and driven by the financial state the Greenbush-
Middle River School District is in.

The school board voted 5-2 to permanently close the Middle River School. The last day of class, ever, is May 
25th.
"This situation, right now, is financially driven. And we need to reduce expenditures to preserve our school 
district as a whole," said Jerome.
The decision to close the school could further compound the two major problems that have plagued the 
district: enrollment and revenue.
"Greenbush-Middle River School District is liable to lose additional students to open enrollment out, that 
would cause a lack of revenue," said Jerome.

Source:  https://www.valleynewslive.com/content/news/School-closure-a-casualty-of--482220811.html



TIME



To address a 
declining 
enrollment 
trend –
Budget 
reductions



The GMR Annual Budget is ~$4,500,000    Budget reductions implemented in 2021-2022 are 10% of the annual budget



Previous measures the district has taken to control / reduce costs, include:

• Reduction in teaching and staff (Admin.) positions

• School Closure

•   Reduced electives (Business Ed., Ag.)

Reduced curriculum budget

• Increase fees

• Rebid or competitive bidding for service (eg:  Food Service / insurance) contracts for lower costs.

• Used FEDERAL & State Covid Relief Funding in lieu of annual State allocated General funds.











FALL 2020 
School Election

VOTERS DECIDE



In Ballot Question #1 in the November 2, 2021 Special School Election the Greenbush Middle River School District will be 
asking district residents to renew an operating levy for the school district that expires in June 2022.   The current operating 
referendum is $506. 05 per pupil (pp) and raises ~$125,000.  If the levy vote fails, our school district will need to, at 
minimum, reduce $125,000 from its annual budget, which may include eliminating positions and / or programs in the district 
and negatively impacting the local economy.    

If Ballot Question #1 fails, Ballot Question #2 seeking additional revenue is cancelled out.

If Ballot Question #1 passes, it is still likely budget reductions will be necessary due to a declining enrollment trend and annual 
inflationary costs (eg:  salaries, curricular materials, insurance(s), technology, etc.) the district is obligated to pay.

If Ballot Question #1 passes and Ballot Question #2 passes, the district has some cushion room to operate the school and its 
programs.  We are anticipating flat to lower enrollment for the next few years, so this local assistance is vital as we continue to 
provide a quality education for our students.

Our strong school system benefits our entire community.   We are proud of the many 
offerings and activities we have for our students and our ability to host events for our local 
spectators of fine arts and athletics.



Operating Referendum Vote in Fall of 2021- Additional Budget reductions to be implemented in 2022-2023   &

- Brd action to approve Referendum Ballot question in State election 
(Nov. 2022)

- Cash Flow and cash flow borrowing
(1) Aid anticipation Certificates and / or (2) interest-bearing line of 
credit from a bank

Failed Vote in Fall of 2022 (mid-term election)
- Budget reductions to be implemented in 2023-2024   &

- Cash Flow
- Aid anticipation Certificates, and / or
- interest-bearing line of credit from a bank

- Statutory Operating Debt [SOD]
Under Minnesota Statutes, section 123B. 81, subdivision 2, a school district or 
charter school is in Statutory Operating Debt (SOD) when it reports a year-end 
Net Negative Unreserved General Fund Balance exceeding more than 2.5 
percent of its unreserved/undesignated operating expenditures.

The MN Dept. of Education (State of MN) will intervene if a school district is in SOD.  MDE will advise the District “what to
do” to get out of SOD.
Option:    Voter Approved Operating Levy              Option:  Consolation with a neighboring school district who will take you
Option:     Dissolution with school district lines re-drawn and final approval by home County Commissioners (Roseau County)
now former GMR School District would be absorbed in re-drawn school district and pay school taxes in “new” district PLUS existing debt in “old” GMR District

If Ballot Question #1 passes 
and Ballot Question #2 
passes, the district has 
some cushion room to 
operate the school and its 
programs. We are 
anticipating flat to lower 
enrollment for the next few 
years, so this local 
assistance is vital as we 
continue to provide a 
quality education for our 
students.

Failed 
vote

Voter 
Approval





The GMR District 
can not CUT its way 
to financial strength  

SOLUTION:  combine on-going budget reductions/ financial 
austerity along with a voter-approved operating levy will 
allow the GMR School to partner with our residents, and 
keep both our school and our community strong.



School Resource
www.middleriver.k12.mn.us



Escort for State Boys Basketball Tournament 

Thank you for all you do 
for the Community



- consult your tax professional, or
- Visit the Dept. of Revenue web site 

www. taxes.state.mn.us





Available each year to 
owners of homestead 

properties with a gross tax 
increase of at least 12% and 

$100 over prior year

Helpful in first year after 
referendum

Refund is 60% of amount by 
which tax increase exceeds 
greater of 12% or $100, up 

to a maximum of $1,000

No income limits
Complete state tax form   

M-1PR 
(www.revenue.state.mn.us)

State Property Tax Refunds


