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Proposal for Talented and gifted Program

Rationale: To meet the needs of students who are academically talented as identified by the multiple criteria for
the services offered by Horizon Montessori Public Schools in conformity with the Texas Education Code
requirements:

The board of trustees of a school district or the governing body of an open-enroliment charter school has
primary responsibility for ensuring that the district or school complies with all applicable requirements of
state educational programs (TEC §7.028)

The state’s goal for Talented And Gifted students is to ensure that those students who participate in Talented And Gifted
services demonstrate skills in self-directed learning, thinking, research, and communication. Talented And Gifted students
develop innovative products and sophisticated performances that reflect individuality and creativity and are targeted to an
audience outside the classroom.

A Talented And Gifted student is a child or youth who performs at or shows the potential for performing at a remarkably high

level of accomplishment when compared to others of the same age, experience, or environment and who

e exhibits high performance capability in an intellectual, creative, or artistic area;
¢ possesses an unusual capacity for leadership; or
e excels in a specific academic field. (Texas Education Code §29.121)

SECTION 1 : STUDENT ASSESSMENT

Assessment instruments and gifted/talented identification procedures provide students an opportunity to
demonstrate their diverse talents and abilities.

1.1.1R Nomination/referral procedures for assessment of talented/gifted students are communicated to
families in a language and form that the families understand or a translator or interpreter is provided.

1.1.1E Board-approved policies are reviewed at least once every three years and modified as needed.

1.1.2R Nomination/Nomination/referral forms for assessment of talented/gifted students are provided to
families in a language and form that the families understand, or a translator or interpreter is provided.

1.1.2E An awareness session providing an overview of the assessment procedures and services for
talented/gifted students is offered for families by the district and/or campus prior to the nomination/referral
period.

1.2E  Transfer Policy — Equitable access to services is provided for transfer students through board approved
policy developed in consideration of best-practice recommendations.

SECTION 1 (continued)






1.2.1R Policy ensuring that transfer students are properly assessed and appropriately placed within six weeks
of enroliment in the district is included in board-approved policy. Transfers from campus to campus within the
district are also addressed in board-approved policy.

1.2.3R Policy is adopted allowing student furlough {the opportunity for students to have a leave of absence
from talented/gifted program services) for specified reasons and for a certain period of time without being
exited.

1.2.4R Policy related to reassessment of talented/gifted students is based on performance in response to
talented/gifted services and if reassessment occurs at all, it is no more than once in elementary grades, once in
middle school grades, and once in high school.

1.2.5R Policy related to exiting of students from talented/gifted services is based on multiple criteria including
student performance in response to services. Exiting of a student is finalized by committee decision after
consultation with parents and student regarding the student’s educational needs.

1.2.6R Policy related to appeals allows parents, students, and educators to appeal assessment decisions in a
timely manner and to present new data, if appropriate.

1.3R  Assessment opportunities for talented/gifted identification are made available to students at least once
a year at the elementary grades and once a semester at the secondary level,

1.4C  Studentsin grades K-12 shall be assessed and, if identified, provided talented/gifted services (TEC
§29.122 and 19 TAC §89.1(3)).

1.5.1C Data collected from multiple sources for each area of giftedness served by the district are included in
the assessment process for talented/gifted services (19 TAC §89.1(2)).

1.5.1R Based on a review of information gathered during the assessment process, students whose data reflect
that talented/gifted services will be the most effective way to meet their identified educational needs are
recommended by the selection committee for gifted/talented services.

1.5.2C Students are assessed in languages they understand or with nonverbal assessments. All kindergarten
students are automatically considered for talented/gifted and other advanced level services.

1.5.3C At the kindergarten level, as many criteria as possible, and at least three (3), are used to assess students
who perform at remarkably high levels of accomplishment relative to age peers.

1.5.4C Ingrades 1-12, qualitative and quantitative data are collected through three (3) or more measures and
used to determine whether or not a student needs talented/gifted services.

1.5.5C If services are available in leadership, artistic areas, and creativity, a minimum of three (3) criteria are
used for assessment.






1.6E The population of the total district is reflected in the population of the talented/gifted services program
or has been for two (2) of the past three (3) years.

SECTION 1 (continued)

1.7C  Final determination of students’” need for talented/gifted services is made by a committee of at least
three (3} local district or campus educators who have received training in the nature and needs of
talented/gifted students and who have met and reviewed the individual student data (19 TAC §89.1(4)).

1.7.2R A balanced examination of all assessment data collected through the district’s talented/gifted
assessment process is conducted and used by the selection committee in making identification decisions.

SECTION 2 : SERVICE DESIGN

A flexible system of viable service options provides a research-based learning continuum that is developed
and consistently implemented throughout the district to meet the needs and reinforce the strengths and
interests of talented/gifted students.

2.1C Identified talented/gifted students are assured an array of learning opportunities that are
commensurate with their abilities and that emphasize content in the four (4) foundation curricular areas.
Services are available during the school day as well as the entire school year. Parents are informed of these
options (19 TAC §89.3(3)).

2.1.1R Information concerning special opportunities {contests, academic recognition, summer camps,
community programs, volunteer opportunities, etc.) is available and disseminated to parents and community
members.

2.1.2R Specialists and advocates for gifted/talented students are consulted in the development of program
policies and options.

2.2C Talented/gifted students are ensured opportunities to work together as a group, work with other
students, and work independently during the school day as well as the entire school year as a direct result of
gifted/talented service options (19 TAC §89.3(1)).

2.3C  Qut-of-school options relevant to the students’ areas of strength are provided by school districts
whenever possible (19 TAC §89.3(3)).

2.4C  Local board policies are developed that are consistent with State Board of Education rules on credit by
examination (19 TAC §74.24) and early high school graduation opportunities (TEC §56.203).

2.4.1R Flexible pacing is employed, allowing students to learn at the pace and level appropriate for their
ahilities and skills.

2.4E  Acceleration options are actively facilitated by district administrators, counselors, and teachers.






SECTION 2 {continued)

2.4.2R Local board policies are developed that enable students to participate in dual/concurrent enroliment,
correspondence courses, distance learning opportunities, accelerated summer programs, and/or the
Distinguished Achievement Program (DAP).

2.5C No more than 45% of state funds allocated for gifted/talented education is spent on indirect costs as
defined in the Financial Accounting and Reporting Module {Financial Accountability Resource guide). At least
55% of the funds allocated to gifted/talented education is spent on assessment and services for gifted students
{19 TAC §105.11).

2.5R Local funding for talented/gifted education programs is used to supplement the state funding.

2.5E  Additional funding from business partnerships, scholarships, parent group fundraisers, etc. is used to
supplement the state and local funding.

2.6C Student assessment and services are in compliance with the Texas State Plan for the Education of
Talented/Gifted Students (19 TAC §89.5).

2.6.1R Annual evaluation activities are conducted for the purpose of continued service development.

2.6E  Ongoing formative and summative evaluation strategies, based on quantitative and qualitative data, are
reviewed by the school board and used for substantive program improvement and development.

2.7R A person who has thirty (30) hours of professional development in talented/gifted education as required
in 19 TAC §89.2(1) is assigned to coordinate district level services for talented/gifted students in grades K - 12.

2.7E A person or persons with a talented/gifted endorsement, supplementary certification, or advanced
degree in talented/gifted education are assigned to coordinate the district’s K-12 talented/gifted education
services.

SECTION 3 : CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION

Districts meet the needs of talented/gifted students by modifying the depth, complexity, and pacing of the
curriculum and instruction ordinarily provided by the school.

3.1C  An array of appropriately challenging learning experiences in each of the four (4) foundation curricular
areas is provided for talented/gifted students in grades K-12, and parents are informed of the opportunities (19
TAC §89.3).






3.1.1R Opportunities are provided for students to pursue areas of interest in selected disciplines through
guided and independent research.

3.1E  Curriculum options in intellectual, creative and/or artistic areas; leadership; and specific academic fields
are provided for talented/gifted students.

SECTION 3 {continued)

3.2C A continuum of learning services if provided that leads to the development of advanced level products
and/or performances such as those provided through the Texas Performance Standards Project (TPSP) (19 TAC
§89.3(2)).

3.2E  The opportunity for students who have been served in a gifted program for one or more years to
develop sophisticated products and/or performances assessed by external evaluators who are knowledgeable in
the field that is the focus of the product is available through talented/gifted curricula.

3.3C  Opportunities are provided to accelerate in areas of student strengths (19 TAC §89.3(4)).

3.3R  Flexible pacing is employed, allowing students to learn at the pace and level appropriate to their abilities
and skills.

3.3E Scheduling modifications are implemented in order to meet the needs of individual students.

3.4C  Provisions to improve services to gifted/talented students are included in district and campus
improvement plans (TEC §§11.251-11.253).

3.4.1R Curriculum for talented/gifted students is modified based on annual evaluations.

3.4.2R Resources and release time for staff are provided for curriculum development for talented/gifted
services.

3.4.3R District guidelines for evaluation of resources used to serve talented/gifted students are established and
used in selecting materials that are appropriate for differentiated learning.

3.5R Release time and/or extended contracts are provided to enable teachers at all levels to form vertical
teams that coordinate talented/gifted services in the district.

3.6R Student progress/performance in response to talented/gifted services is periodically assessed and
results are communicated to parents or guardians.

SECTION 4 : PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

All personnel involved in the planning, creation, and delivery of services to talented/gifted students possess
the knowledge required to develop and provide appropriate options and differentiated curricula.






4.1.1C A minimum of thirty (30) clock hours of professional development that includes nature and needs of
gifted/talented students, identification and assessment of talented/gifted students’ needs, and curriculum and
instruction for talented/gifted students is required for teachers who provide instruction and services that are a
part of the district’s defined talented/gifted services. Teachers are required to have completed the thirty (30)
hours of professional development prior to their assignment to the district’s talented/gifted services (19 TAC
§89.2(1)).

SECTION 4 {continued)

4.1.2C Teachers without required training who are assigned to provide instruction and services that are part of
the district’s defined talented/gifted services are required to complete the thirty (30) hour training within one
semester (19 TAC §89.2(2)).

4.1.2R Release time is provided for teachers and administrators to visit campuses or districts that have model
services for talented/gifted students.

4,1.3R A written plan for professional development in the area of talented/gifted education that is based on
identified needs is implemented and updated annually.

4.2C Teachers who provide instruction and services that are a part of the district’s defined talented/gifted
services receive a minimurm of six {6) hours annually of professional development in talented/gifted education
that is related to state teacher education standards (19 TAC §89.2(3) and TAC §233.1).

4.3C  Administrators and counselors who have authority for service decisions are required to complete a
minimum of six {(6) hours of professional development that includes nature and needs of talented/gifted
students and service options talented/gifted students (19 TAC §83.2(4)).

4.4C Evaluation of professional development activities for gifted/talented education is ongoing and related to
state teacher education standards, and the results of the evaluation are used in making decisions regarding
future staff development plans (19 TAC §89.5 and TAC §233.1)

SECTION 5 : FAMILY/COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

The district involves family and community members in services designed for talented/gifted students
throughout the school year.

5.1C  Written policies are developed on talented/gifted student identification, approved by the locai board of
trustees and disseminated to parents (19 TAC §89.1).

5.1.2R information is shared or meetings are held annually requesting parent and community
recommendations regarding students who may need talented/gifted services.

5.1.2E The opportunity to participate in a parent association for the talented/gifted is provided to parents.






5.2C An array of learning opportunities is provided for talented/gifted students in grades K - 12, and parents
are informed of all talented/gifted services and opportunities {19 TAC §89.3).

5.2.1R Orientation and periodic updates are provided for parents of students identified for and provided
talented/gifted services.

5.2.1E Community volunteers are organized and provided an orientation about working with talented/gifted
students.

5.2.2R Support and assistance is provided to the district in gifted/talented service planning and improvement
by a parent/community advisory committee.

5.2.2E Liaisons with business and community organizations are established, and the use of community
resources (retired community members, foundations, universities, etc.) is evident in the service options
available for gifted/talented students.

5.2.3R Products and achievements of gifted/talented students are shared with the community.

5.2.3E Professional development opportunities are offered by the gifted/talented coordinator in collaboration
with the parent advisory committee to staff, parents, and community members.

5.2.4R Presentations are given to community groups and organizations to solicit their involvement in services
for gifted/talented students.

5.2.4E Support for mentorship and independent study programs in the district is solicited by the
parent/community advisory committee.

5.2.5R A data bank of community resources is compiled for use by gifted/talented students, their teachers, and
their parents.

5.3C The effectiveness of gifted/talented services is evaluated annually, and the data is used to modify and
update district and campus improvement plans. Parents are included in the evaluation process (TEC §§11.251-

11.253).

The following is a proposed ‘delivery model’ for implementing a talented and gifted program in a Special
Purpose Charter School that follows the Montessori philosophy and methodology of instruction, hereafter called
Montessori .

Montessori recognizes that all children are created with potential beyond our expectations. Dr. Montessori
herself said to “Give the child the possibility of developing accerding to the laws of his nature, so that he may
become STRONG and do even more than we dared HOPE for him (emphasis added).The program components
including the multi-age classroom, and the independently paced curriculum provide an environment that
supports the development of children with a wide scope and sequence of learning materials and supports each
child’s multiple intelligences and learning styles. Teachers who are well trained in the Montessori methods






know how to use the classroom environment to meet the learning interests and pacing of a very broad range of
student needs, and with the support of specialists, have the ability to use this environment to accommodate
identified special needs.

IDENTIFICATION

Written policies for student identification are approved by the district board of trustees and are disseminated to
parents. As Texas Education Code defines that all students in K-12 shall be assessed for identification, children
in grades K-2 shall have the opportunity to be assessed at least once per school year for elementary grades and
ance per semester for secondary grades, this will be scheduled on the school calendar as appropriate for each
fevel, in the fall semester for the secondary level, and the spring semester for both levels. This schedule will be
communicated to parents and the community through district communications generally and in specifically
beginning thirty calendar days in advance of the nomination/referral periods. Communications shall include an
orientation meeting for parents/community members to attend and learn about the program and the
identification procedures.

A Multiple Criteria Matrix shall be used for identification. In grades K-8" this matrix shall include a non-verbal
assessment of creativity (NNAT 2), a parent behavior checklist, a teacher behavior checklist, lowa Test of Basic
Skills/Logramos and a portfolio of three samples illustrative of the child’s talents in reading, math, science and
social studies.

A committee shall be formed at the campus level to include a qualified Talented and gifted Specialist, and at
least two other qualified educators in the local district. The committee shall be convened by the Principal in
collaboration with the G/T Specialist, at [east once before the referral period, once again after the Matrix data is
collected to evaluate results and arrange for communications to parents, and additionally as needed for student
transfers or appeals. The final determination of students’ needs for talented and gifted services shall be
determined by this committee after a review of the individual student data.

SERVICE DESIGN

Students who are identified and have documented parental permission wiil participate in a 'pull-out’ program
for instructional services arranged by a certified Talented and Gifted Specialist, as scheduled by the campus
administrators. The curriculum will be designed to meet the needs of the identified students using best
practices.

Program evaluation shall be conducted annually by an advisory committee made of a group of community
members, parents of gifted/talented students, and faculty to assure compliance and plan for improvements.

The campus and district improvement plans shall include provisions to improve services to talented and gifted
students, and may provide for development of curriculum, and teacher development.

Student progress/performance is communicated to parents or guardians periodically.






PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Teachers will be encouraged to obtain the minimum of thirty clock hours of professional development, which is
required for those who provide services for identified students. Teachers without the required training who are
assigned to provide instruction to identified students shall be required to complete the training within one
semester of the current school year. Teachers who provide services as part of the district’s plan shall receive a
minimum of six hours annually of professional development, as well as administrators and counselors who have
authority for service decisions. Evaluation of the professional development activities is ongoing and part of the
campus/district improvement plan.

FAMILY/COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Learning opportunities for talented and gifted students are provided and parents are informed. Community
volunteers, including parents and other family members, may be organized through a Community Talent Pool
assessment, and these activities may be offered in a variety of formats, both on or off campus, with appropriate
parental and/or faculty supervision. These might include the opportunity for students to learn about a
woodworking in a shop facility, or participate in an event at a university. This involvement may include a
mentorship.

Parents and community members will be invited to see the learning products created by students, and students
will have the opportunity to share their learning products with appropriate audiences in the community.

Involvement activities shall be evaluated annually, and data may be used to modify and update campus/district
improvement plans.






3.2.15

TALENTED
AND GIFTED
PROGRAM

Talented and Gifted students come from all races, socio-
economic strata, geographic locales and environments.
They exhibit unique needs and have unusual abilities and
talents which merit recognition and nurturing. We take care
that the population identified proportionately reflects the
balance and make of the demographics of our total student
population.

Mission Statement

Horizon Montessori offers students challenging learning
opportunities through a differentiated learning plan that
provides greater breadth, depth and/or complexity than
found in the district’s core curriculum. The differentiated
learning plan moves at a pace of learning that is appropriate
for the gifts and talents of the students.

Horizon Montessori Talented and Gifted Program Description Guide






3.2.15

IDENTIFICATION FOR TAG SERVICES

IDENTIFICATION PROCEDURES AND PROCESSESS

K-8

Horizon Montessori Public Schools has board approved identification procedures and
processes for students K-8 who require Talented/Gifted (TAG) services. These
procedures meet state requirements (§29.121 & TAC 89.1) and have been designed to
ensure the identification of any student who demonstrates educational need for the
services of the program under the established guidelines.

Texas Administrative Code §89.1: Student Assessment.

School districts shall develop written policies on student identification that are approved by
the local board of trustees and disseminated to parents. The policies must:

1.

Include provisions for ongoing screening and selection of students who perform, or
show potential for performing, at remarkably high levels of accomplishment in the
areas defined in the Texas Education Code, §29.121;

Include assessment measures collected from multiple sources according to each area
defined in the Texas State Plan for the Education of Gifted/Talented Students;

Include data and procedures designed to ensure that students from all populations in
the district have access to the assessment process and, if identified as having significant
educational need for advanced academics, services for the gifted/talented program;
Provide for final qualification of students (through a blind process) to be made by a
committee of at least three local district educators who have received training in the
nature and needs of gifted students; and

Include provisions regarding furloughs, reassessment, exiting of students from program
services, transfer students, and appeals of district decisions regarding program
placement.

Horizon Montessori Talented and Gifted Program Description Guide






Identification Process

a Awareness o ( Nominations 0
e Parents
» Parent Meetings e Teachers
* Flyers e Peers
* Newspaper Advertisements e Self
& Other Y \_ * Communitymembers  /

Paventold Permissiov

Parental Permission is required to
screen students for process.

\_‘ —_—

Screening 1

( Identification
GT Selection Committee reviews

Students will be pre-screened using a
five-criterion matrix.

screening data and determines
eligibility/ineligibility of students.

Ineligible
Parents may appeal as per board policy.
If appeal is granted, the child follows
process. Otherwise, process ends and

parents can re-nominate at a later time.

If appeal i ranted

Qualify
Parental permission required prior to
participating in program. Entry date
will be no later than March 1* of the
school year.







3.2.15

DISSEMINATION PROCEDURES

Anyone may nominate a student for program services at the period(s) of
annual referrals listed on the timeline given. Nomination forms are
available in each campus office and/or on the district website. Nomination
forms may be submitted to the campus office only during the time period of
referral acceptance. Late nominations will be included in the next
designated screening time period. The screening instruments will match the
program's services.

Parents are informed of the identification policies through the district or
campus handbook, and/or the district website, and/or by request for the
written policy and procedures for Gifted/Talented program services. In
addition, parent awareness sessions are held annually.

NOMiNATlON.PROCESS

Nominations can originate from teachers, parents, community
members, or students during the nomination period. Students
are nominated by completing a form available in the campus
office or on the district website. Written parent_ or guardian
permission is required to screen/assess a student. If a parent

does not want his/her child to be screened, this information will
be documented. | J

4

/SCREENING/ASSESSMENT PROCESS \

A student profile is used to identify those students who perform,
or show the potential for performing, at remarkably high levels of
accomplishment relative to their age, peers, experience, or
environment. The profile will reflect a preponderance of
evidence used in assessment of the student. Evidence used will
be a combination of scores on qualitative and quantitative

\instruments. /

I Horizon Montessori Talented and Gifted Program Description Guide






3.2.15
Determination of Need for Services

The student profile identifies the
student’s learning strengths and needs.
The percentiles and/or standard scores
from the assessment instruments are

placed on the student profile.

All profiles are taken to the campus TAG committee
for final determination of need for services. A
student clearly qualifies for Talented and Gifted
program services if the majority of the evidence on
the profile falls within the highest range. The
decision is based on the committee's observation of
the preponderance of the evidence on the student's
profile.

The TAG committee consists of at least three
campus educators and at least one TAG trained
teacher. All committee members have received
professional development in nature and needs of
gifted students. The TAG Committee makes a
professional judgment based on the recorded
student profile data. As the committee evaluates
the data on the students nominated, the
committee has three options:

—

Horizon Montessori Talented and Gifted Program Description Guide






3.2.15

“’\
i Option 1
The preponderance of profile data indicates the student
exhibits educational need and would benefit from the
services offered in Talented and Gifted Program.

4 Option 2 )

The evidence at this time indicates the student's
educational needs are best met with the regular
curriculum. Student may self-select campus activities that
\ meet individaul interests. )

Option 3 \\

The evidence at this time indicates the student's educational
needs are best met with the regular curriculum. Student may
self-select campus activities that meet individual interests and
committee recommends that the child may be
\\ nominated/reassessed at the next identification period. /

Horizon Montessori Talented and Gifted Program Description Guide






3.2.15

PROGRAM DOCUMENTATION AND RECORDS

PEIMS IDENTIFICATION

Upon identification the school counselor will submit a PEIMS
identification form to the PEIMS clerk for each identified student.
The student will be identified in PEIMS and will receive TAG
services before March the 1% of the current school year.

CUMULATIVE RECORDS

Upon identification, the
counselor will file a copy of
the student's profile form in

the student's cumulative

folder.

Copies of the student's profile
may be requested upon
withdrawal from the campus.

I Horizon Montessori Talented and Gifted Program Description Guide






3.2.15

PROGRAM COMPONENTS AND DELIVERY
2CURRICULUM COMPACTING

Identified students will be assessed by the classroom teacher, with the support
of campus administration, to determine areas of accelerated academic
proficiency. This assessment will facilitate the creation of a unique academic

~““plan that enables the student to meet goals based on individual pacing and
interests. The plan will be documented using a Curriculum Compactor folder,
which becomes a record of the child's plan and progress.

INDIVIDUAL LEARNING PLAN

Identified students will work with parents and teachers to create an Individual
Learning Plan that specifies how the child's curriculum is being personalized in
breadth, depth and complexity through self-selected activities, projects and
learning goals. Time compacted from general curriculum instruction will be
used for the student to work on the selected project (s) under the supervision
of teachers and parents, but with a minimum of adult involvement in the
process . The Texas Performance Standards Project is a primary resource for
students and teachers in creating this learning plan.

TEXAS PEFORMANCE STANDARDS PROJECT

TPSP projects are open-ended and thematic, giving students just enough
structure to guide them in their own inquiry as a self-selected topic. Parents and
teachers are partners who assist the child in making plans to learn about the
chosen topic, set specific goals, explore resources, and design the project.
Depending on the student's interests, some activities are more easily
accomplished at school, while other activities are more easily arranged by the
family beyond the school hours and facilities. Projects will be presented in May
at the Imagination and Exploration Fair. Details to be determined.

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITES

Students have many gifts and interests that can be pursued beyond the core
curriculum. Talents in the arts, music, athletics, leadership, etc. may be met by
activities that are arranged beyond the school day or beyond the scope of the TAG
program. Curriculum compacting may be applicable to assist the child in prioritizing
curriculum goals to complement other activities identified in the Individual Learning
Plan.

' Horizon Montessori Talented and Gifted Program Description Guide






3.2.15

HOW DOES THAT WORK?

”Follow_ the child", just as Dr. Montessori did, incorporating a few
letails that help us document how:

INDIVIDUAL EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMING GUIDE THE COMPACI-OR = A PLAN AND RECORD
The Compactor St o Bt Aot
e e T The Compactor is a record of the student’s mastery of
e e St general curriculum content, and stores the documentation
Name it. Proveit. | Change it. used to determine that mastery. It documents the plan
showing how the student will use the time ‘compacted’
S et e [ from general instruction to pursue individual interests and
Ve et sors e vy o ey ey e talents. The classroom teacher works with the TAG
P teacher to create and maintain the record.
Work Study
e et e —

TEXAS PERFORMANCE STANDARDS PROJECTS

Students will be guided by faculty, parents and mentors to
choose a project from the Texas Performance Standards
Project which meets their interests and talents. The project
supports the child’s pursuits by giving clear guidelines and
standards so teachers and parents can give guidance and
support without being in control of the process.

OTHER ACTIVITIES

All children are endowed with potential beyond what we see and measure
as they grow and develop their unique, innate powers. Education is vital to
developing these powers, and goes beyond academic learning in
classrooms. Campus and community activities that interest students of
various interests and abilities may be self-selected to meet the child’s
interests and talents. These include the arts, music, sports, competitions,
leadership, and more. These may be included in the plan as determined by
parents and faculty.

| Horizon Montessori Talented and Gifted Program Description Guide






3.2.15

SAMPLE PAGE - TBD BY EACH CAMPUS

IMAGINATION AND EXPLORATION
Projects Fair

The IMAGINATION AND EXPLORATION Projects Fair will be held during the spring
semester. The goal of this event is to showcase the independent projects of the
Talented and Gifted students. Showcased work includes products of students in

gr
St

ades K-8 at Horizon Montessori school campus.

udents not identified for the TAG program may participate outside of general

curriculum instruction by selecting a project from the TPSP website and completing
independently with the oversight and support of parents.

- Each campus shall set its own date for the fair. i
e Positive Experience in Preseantations - -

e Each campus creates a panel that includes at least one qualified
TAG educator.

* TPSP rubrics will be used to give all students ratings and
commentary regarding their project.

All students are winners! In the spirit of Montessori Education, students

participating will all have the opportunity to share their projects , gaining
presentation and performance skills as part of a process.

[»« Projects Fair Procedures J

-

'Camp'us Project Fair shall have a sufficient number of judges who use r.ubi'cs appropriate to
the developmental levels of students.
Project Set Up: Day of Fair - 3:00 pm ~ 5:00 pm (No set-up after 5:00pm)

Project Removal: After Day of Fair, 5:00 to 5:30 pm (Projects remalning after 5:30pm will be

discarded.)
Campus representatives and teachers are responsible for their own pro;ect set up and
removal. :

Horizon Montessori Talented and Gifted Program Description Guide







3.2.15

TPSP Project Fair Judging Instructions

The TAG teacher at each campus shall arrange for Project Fair Judging Sheets
to be printed from the TPSP website, in quantities needed for each of the age
groups to be judged.

Judges

The campus TAG committee members shall appoint persons from the faculty
and community who will judge. In order to be fair to all students, teachers
and/or mentors may not judge their own students.

Principals, Assistant Principals, Counselors and/or Curriculum Coordinators
may also act as judges as determined by the campus.

Judging the Fair

On the day of the fair, each judge receives a Rubric packet for each student
project in the category to be judged. Each category should have a minimum
of three judges. The campus TAG committee shall determine if students will
be present during the judging process, and if judges shall be trained to make
appropriate questions and comments to assist them in completing the rubric
for each project.

Judging forms will be given to the TAG teacher at the conclusion of the fair.
Teachers will share results with individual students as part of the student’s
self-evaluation and goal setting process. Afterwards, forms may be retained
by the student/family, who may decide to add it to the curriculum compactor
as supporting documentation.

| Horizon Montessori Talented and Gifted Program Description Guide
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PROGRAM POLICIES

TRANSFER POLICY

All students who have participated in gifted and talented programs prior to coming to
HMPS'may be considered for Talented/Gifted services. Once screening records are
feceived from the student’s previous district, the records will be examined for

| correlation to HMPS's criteria. If the transfer data is insufficient, HMPS will assess the
student to see if placement into Talented/Gifted services is in the student’s best
interest. A decision will be made regarding qualification within 30 school days of the
receipt of the student’s Gifted/Talented assessment results from the previous district.

FURLOUGH POLICY

A furlough may be utilized for a variety of extenuating circumstances to document a
leave of absence from participation in the Talented and Gifted Program. The aim of a
furlough is to support student success.

A student may be granted a furlough from the program for various issues such as
over-commitment, family concerns, serious illness, or any other circumstances which
would inhibit or curtail the student's performance in program activities.

The furlough may also be used prior to a formal exit from the program for those
students who are unable to maintain satisfactory performance within the learning
opportunities of the Talented and Gifted Program. A furlough might also provide the
student an opportunity to attain performance goals established outside the defined
programmed activities.

EXIT POLICY

Student needs for services shall be monitored. A student shall be exited
from services at any time the TAG. committee determines it is in the
student's best interest and a furlough has been ineffective. If a parent
requests their child be removed from services, the TAG committee shall
grant the request. Once a student is exited from services, he/she must
adhere to the identification procedures and exhibit educational need to be
readmitted.

I Horizon Montessori Talented and Gifted Program Description Guide







3.2.15

REASSESSMENT POLICY

HMPS may elect to reassess identified students at the end of the 5t grade to
determine appropriate services. Formal reassessment on an individual basis is
necessary only if the student's educational needs are not being met within the
services of the program. If there is any concern regarding the performance or
placement of the student, the Talented/Gifted teacher or principal will contact the
parent and confer about available options. Options include counseling, requesting a
furlough, or exiting the student from the Talented/Gifted services.

e ~ APPEALSPOLICY = o

Once the |dent|fzcat|on for services process is complete, parents/guardians are notified of
the results via U.S. Mail or by letter sent home from the student’s campus within 10 school
days of the committee’s decision. A parent or staff member may appeal an identification
decision by writing an appeal letter to the TAG committee after the committee has issued
letters documenting its decisions. The appeal letter must be postmarked within 10 ;
business days of receipt of the parent/guardian letter indicating the committee’s initial
decision. The TAG committee will reconvene in order to consider the need for further
\.assessment data or other information. Y

Process for Appeals

1. All appeals are sent to HMPS Curriculum Office at 519 South
Texas Blvd. Weslaco Texas, 78596.

2. The Curriculum Department will notify the TAG committee of
the appeal.

3. The TAG committee determines need for services and conveys
findings to parent/guardian.
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3.2.15

Gifted or Bright?

Helping Gifted Children Soar: A Practical Resource for Parents and Teachers, Carol
Strip and Gretchen Hirsch (2000)
The difference between a gifted and a bright child, student, or adult is found in the
depth and intensity of the following traits. When considering whether a child is gifted,
the authors of the above-referenced book recommend that parents and teachers
consider the intensity or degree to which they see the traits below.

TRAIT

GIFTED

BRIGHT

Concern with fairness

Show intense concern about
fairness and equity, typically
on a more global scale
(Stories on the news related
to war, famine, etc. are
upsetting at times to the
point of obsession)

State firm opinions about
fairness but in personal terms
(“He has more than | do.”

Questioning style

Ask questions about abstract
ideas, concepts, and theories
without easy answers

Ask questions that have
answers

Learning speed and
application of concepts

Jump over steps and move
quickly to concept
understanding; do not like
reconstructing steps

Learn in a step-by-step
fashion until they grasp a
concept

Emotional outlook

Experience heightened, all-
consuming emotions and
have difficulty getting over an
upsetting incident

Show emotion but can get
over an upsetting incident
fairly easily

Level of interest

Show intense curiosity about
nearly everything or immerse
themselves in a topic of
current interest

Curious about a wide variety
of things

Language ability

Use extensive and advanced
vocabularies, understand
verbal nuances, enjoy puns
and word play, often talk over
the heads of their age peers

Learn new vocabulary easily
but use words in speech
typical for their age

I Horizon Montessori Talented and Gifted Program Description Guide







IpIng uondiasag weisoud payio pue pajus|el MOSSIJUOIA UOZIIOH _

"Sjuspnjs esal} o} PaIapISU0D aq pInoys Jixs Apes Jo ‘Buiddiys speib ‘uspebiapury o) sauenue

Apea se yons suondo Juswasoe|d uonelsjaaoe ‘alojesay [¢]-abe awes ay) ualp|yo Ylim ale Asy) uey) 1SaIsjul JIaY} S1eUS OUM
sjuspn)s Japjo yim Jaiddey ale sjuapnis Auew Jey) UMOYS aney saIpriS , 'S19ad [enjosieul, SE JeJLIS SI0W SJe oYM SIUSPN)S
13pjo spiemo} ajejiaelb Alleinjeu pue sivad afie 1ay) yym 3e(d JO JN0 Jo Paiog 99} UBYO SJUSpN}S payib Ajleoiwapeoy

sjuapns psib oj
Injuiey Ajjeroos ase suondo
luswaoeld uocieIzeY

'$paau bululesy

anbiun Jiay} 109U Jey) $301AISS JO) PAYIUBP! 3q ) SJUSPNIS SMO|[E By} L] B §I )1 ‘1apaq Jo Poob sjouuos jou ssop papio)
‘eualew mau Wea| pue paBuajjeyo ale usip|iyo 8Sal aINsu2 o) WNjnowINg Jejnbal sy 0} SUCKEOYIPOW Salnba) Aioedes
psoueApe siy| “spe auy Jo Buiwiopad ay) uj Jo ‘seale j0algns 210W 10 BUO Ul paules| S| jeym Aidde pue wes| o} Ajoedes
paoueApe Ue sey piyo e ‘spe.f o abe Jay 10 sIy sieyjo 0} pasedwod uaym Jey) suesw Bupes [ooyos e u pauib, 1oqe|
SYL "Piom 8y} Jo asuss [euoheonps ay) Ul payib ase usipyyo (e jou Ing ‘sapnquiie sagisod pue syibuals saey ualp(yd (I

PSHIO Sie Uslpiyd Iy

'$|8A8| adUBWIONAd JejiIS Je S19ad Y)m SUONIRISIU] LIOCISSEID WOy Jyauaq S)uapn)s payiD

‘Aepwis [Z] -eouspyuoo-jjas Jo asuas s juspnis BuiBBnns e asealoul o} sy S80p Pa2Ns 0} pajoadxs S| OUM SUOBLIOS
uo Buikjas 1o Buyojep *Aljige Jo asuSS UMO JiaLy O} SPPE J 8SNEIS] SJUBPN)S Sa]EAOW PB9JNS [BAS| 8ouBLLIopNad JeIWis
e Je juapn)s e Buleag "jooyos ul |jom Buidod ale pue sanjiqedes Jejiuns sAeY oYM 8SOY} UO JojAeyaq JIsy) |apow o0} Ajay|
alow ase Ay "s|japow sfol Se $SBj0 8y} U sjuspnjs paylB sy} 0 300| JOU Op SYUSPN)S abelane-mo|aq Jo obelane ‘Ayjear uy

abBus)jeys e Jo jspow sjoi B
Buipinoud Aq sspews sse|n
ay) Ul 83|92 auohians

a)ew sjuspnis paylo)

"Siaules)

payb poddns pue aziubiooas o) ajge ale SI1aUDES) (e JOU :UMOUY SABY SaIjIIE) AUBWI JEUM wiuoa syodal asay) isyiebol
uexe| "seak maj ised ay) Ul sjuspnis paoueape Ajesiwapede Buiyoes) uo pasnao; Juswdojaaap [euoissajosd ou paAI8oal
SABY SIBU0ES) JO %8G Jey) punoj ainjisu| Weyplo4 ey) Aq psjanpuod Apn)s [euoHeU Juadal 8I0W  [}]'SISUIEs| PaSUBApE o}
paJayjo sanunpoddo euoieanps Buibuajieyo ayy Buniwi| ‘suspnis aige Ajybiy Buigoes) ui Bujulen ou pey SI3UJED} WO0JSSeD
10%191eU) puncy (1 9/0UN)PEYIO PUB PajusIe] UO JAJUS?) YoIBaSSY [EUOREN 94 "WOOISSEID SU) Ul LLBY) BAISS 1584 0} MOy
MOUY JOU Op pue uaipjiyd paylb Jo spaau auy yym Jeijwelun Apusnbayy ase Aay} sjuspnis | aBuajeyd o) A1} siayoea) yBnoyyy

LOOoLSSE|D

Jejnfas ayy ul suly ag

[ spi payib os ‘sjuapnis
U} ||e abus||eyo siayoes |

|ooyas ul sjuaje Buununu pue Bumods 1oy je19N19 $I Jayoea)

SU} 40 8J01 8y "sliqey spom Aujleayjun 1o ‘Aouspuodsep ‘JUaWWBABIYIR MO| O} PEs| UBD UONRLSNY pUe Wopaioq Bunnsal

a8y | "suibaq Jeak j00Yos B} BI0Joq WINNDLLIND [9A3}-apelb By} JO ey uely siow mouy Aoy} jey) s1oad aBe-awes Jiay)

Jo peaue Jej os aq Aew sjuapnjs payib Aueyy “seniiqe J1sy) doppasp Ajjny o} Japio Ul way) poddns pue sbusjeys oum slayoes]
paules-jjam woy aouepinb pssu sjuspnjs payis ¢, 4oeod e Jnoyjim soidwiA|Q Yy 10} Ules; 0} A8|UI. JB)S B puss NoA pIRop

‘UMO
Jiay} uo auly op [ Asy; ‘disy
paaU }Uop SjUspn}s pajio)

ALITV3IYd

H1AWN

ST'Ce







apmy uonduisag weidoad pa}io pue pajuajel LMOSSIJUOIA UOZIIOH

"S0IAISS

PSYIO) pue pajusie | Buiney se paispisuos 8q o) suopdo WNNOLING [BUORIPPE JSYIO JSNLU SILSIP JeU} UESLL YIOMASINGD

dV Jo suonelw sy ‘s)si| Buipeas ansus)xa pue $400qxa} Jo yoeoidde ||e s)y-az1s-ouo sy} ypm pajdnoy) “stuspnis apeld Yz,
pue yiL | o} Ajuo sjqelrene A|lesauab si pue jooyds ybiy ul Aluo pasayo si )i ‘AfeaidA) ‘Jeus ul pawi st i pu02ag ‘[IpuBy [fews
B Aluo si souls|p Jsow ur yoiym ‘passyo soalgns sl Aq pajwil S1 4y 1Si14 Seale Jolew om) ul sjuapnis P3YIS) pue pajuale] o
80IAI8S S)I Ul pajiu| s weaboud sy “piey 3iom o) Buljim syuspn)s 104 s1ayoes) [ooyds ybiy Aq JyBne) sassejp [ona|-abajjoo se

paubisap st weiboid 4y &y “weibord uoireanps papb e jou a1 Aok ‘YIOMSSINGD PISUEAPE ‘snoJobu Jayo sasseld 4y aiupm

$8SIN0D 4y 9ARY
S wiesboud papio) pue
psejusie] e sey Jouisip InQ

Aingesip buiures| siay) Joj diay Bulaieoal

0} uolIPPe Ul BINaInd BuiBusiieys saey o) waly moje pue Saijjiqe S)USpn)S 8y} uo Snooj o} JuepodLul S1 ) 'SaseD Yog

Ul "s80IA18s payib Joj paIspIsSUOD Jou sie ‘Jnsal & se pue Alljigesip Buiules| e BuiAey e payuap! ale sjuapns [euondaoxs
-201M} JOYIO , abesane, Jeadde way) Buiyew aylo yoea ysew syib pue Ajjgestp Jioy) ssnesaq swooIsseo JenBal

ul pajaajapun ob us}o sjuapnys [euondaoxe-soimj, 8say ] “SaNIgesIp JaYo Jo Buies) aaey osje sjuapnys payb swos

Agesig e seH
3y ‘payib aq 3,ue piyo siy)

"sjuspnis Ajuouiw Jo JuswaAsIoeIspuUn ‘skoq paylb ul JuslUaAaIuaeIapun Lo Sisabip Jpdg

993 "[enuajod (I} ziay) SASIYOE O} JOPIO Ul JUSLUBABIYIBIBPUN JO 3j2A Bl yealq siawes| payib djay jnpe eajdaalad pue
Buiea e Jew sajesedwi s1 1 ‘asnes ay Jajew oN "sisad abe-awes sau; ym 41208 Uiy} o) A1) 0} SaiIge JIsy) Ysew Aew
SJUBPNS JAUIQ JUBLILIONIAUR [00YDS BU) ISNUSIP JO ‘SHqBY ApNis peq UIBs| 1Sa.s)ul 80| 0} way) Buisnea uoienys wWooIsseo
BuiBus|ieyoun ue i pajensnuj Jo pasoq aww02aq ABW SJUSPNS pays “seousuadxs S,PlIYD UJES UO paseq ‘ayip wajgoid

s1u} o sjool 8y “Aljige |enjoe siy pue aoueuopad S USPNIS B Usamiaq Aouedalosip B S9QLOSSP JUSLISAIILDBISPUN

sepesb Jood Buiniaoal s 8y
‘poyIB aq J,ueo Juspnys jey |

"wsiyfe Jo soueleadde ayy BuIAIB 'saoinss apIAcId 0} 31qe ale SJoUISIP [00UDS awoour-1ayBiy Ajuo

US0 ‘peau auy) Jo ayds ul Jey) suesw sIy] "spuny [220] uo A|s|os Juspuadap ale seoiales pue swelboid uoneanps payib jsow
‘weadjs buipuny sjenbape ue Buipinoid sajels may pue Asuow [eispaj ou yum ‘AjlzuolppY “seniunpoddo pue saousuadxe
[e2N}N3 JuIBKIP Ylim SJUSpN)S JO UOND3[S apnjoxa Aew saoIAIas uoteoanpa payib 10} 21008 s8) 8|Buls B uo souelfal

‘a|dwexs Jo4 'saooeld uojjlesluapl pame|y Jojpue ‘papuny sle ssojas pue sweiboid yoiym u Aem au Jo asnevaq [epusiod
A8y} aziwixew o} Aunpoddo sy} paiuap aie sjuapn)s asaly Jo AUeW ‘1aasmoH 'sdnolb o1woL02B0I00S pue ‘spunoiByoeq
IUY}d ‘sainjno [|e ul punoj ale siswes| psylo sjuapns Ayjige-ybiy jje djay o} uesw aie sweliboud uoneonpa payio

1sjje ake
sweiboid uoneonpa payio)

STt







3.2.15

MORE OPPORTUNTIES TO INVESTIGATE

Duke Talent Search — FAQ

What is the Duke talent search?

The National Talent Investigation Program (TIP) or talent search seeks to a) identify students who perform
well above age-level in one ar more academic areas and b) fully develop those talents through academically
appropriate challenging programs. Duke University administers the talent search for the southern part of the
United States, hence the Duke Talent Search.

How are students nominated?

Every year the criteria for nominations are set by TIP. Typically, nominated students have scored perfectly on
one or more portions of state assessments. Because these students have “ceilinged” — compieted all
guestions correctly — we have no idea how much more knowledge they may have, simply because they were
not asked. For this reason, the opportunity to take an exam with a much higher ceifing is given.

Is there any risk in my child participating in the search?

The talent search is risk-free. Student scores earned as a part of the talent search are stored separately and
will not be reported to colleges when applying as a junior ar senior in high school. It will not matter if your
child does poorly on the exam of choice {SAT or ACT). Scores are not reflected in their school transcripts, nor
will they affect grades or school placement in gifted services.

Is one test preferred over the other?
All colleges recognize and accept scores from both the SAT and the ACT. There is no preference for the talent
search. The SAT tends to be more of an ability test, whereas the ACT is more of an achievement test.

What are the benefits of participating?

If your child does well on the exam, there are two levels of recognition:
State Recognition — students will receive medals at an awards ceremony in May held at the Texas
Academy of Math and Science, University of North Texas.
Grand {National) Recognition - students are given awards at a ceremony at Duke University.
All award winners receive information about learning extensions and summer camps and enrichments that
are designed specifically for the high achieving student.

Most importantly, the opportunity to experience this above-level test tends to “de-myth-ify”, it and students,
when taking it later in their high school career, tend to be more relaxed.

May students who are not nominated for the talent search take the SAT or ACT?

Any student can take the SAT or ACT at any time it is offered, other than the dates established for the talent
search. These tests are offered many times during the year. High scores can be submitted to the Duke Talent
Investigation Program for acceptance into the talent search. The risk for taking these tests outside of the
talent search is that scores will be stored and reported later by ACT and college board (SAT) when they apply
to colleges.

Campus counselor will distribute information to parents and students.

Horizon Montessori Talented and Gifted Program Description Guide






HORIZON MONTESSORI PUBLIC SCHOOLS
TAG Program Timeline

AUGUST
» All TAG teacher documentation on training is submitted to Central Office.
= TAG training is scheduiled for teachers and counselors on the pre-screening process.
= TAG program information is sent out and the nomination period begins by August 21°.

SEPTEMBER
« Permission forms for pre-screening are sent out to parents by September 4™
* Teachers and parents complete student rating forms by September 18™,
» Rating forms are collected by the counselor and scored by September 30",

OCTOBER
» Counselors request counts needed for ITBS/Logramos and Naglieri assessments.
» School counselors administer ITBS/Logramos & Naglieri.
« All testing materials are due to central office by October 23",

NOVEMBER
= Students who meet part I of the pre-screening process will be required to submit %ortfolios
and parents will be notified of the students’ eligibility status by Friday November 13",
* Counselors prepare TAG folders and student documentation by November 30™,

DECEMBER
» Teachers begin to compile student portfolios based on the portfolio rubric.
« Counselors and TAG teacher monitor the portfolio collection process.

JANUARY
«  All student portfolios are due by January 29™,
» Campus counselors set up portfolio schedules for TAG Committee review.

FEBRUARY
e TAG Committee reviews student portfolios and Part II of the pre-screening is finalized.
= Students are identified and eligibility/non-eligibility letters are distributed to parents.
* Parent consent forms for student participation are collected by February 12,
= PEIMS status reports are created for all TAG students and turned into the PEIMS clerk.
» Identified students are coded as TAG no later than February 15th™,
» All student documentation is turned in to the counselor and placed in student TAG folders.
= Identified students begin to receive TAG services by campus TAG teacher on February 22™)

MARCH
¢ Students continue to be served by the designated TAG teacher. (ongoing)
¢ TAG student participation roster is maintained weekly and turned in to PIEMS every six
weeks.

APRIL
o Students continue to be served by the designated TAG teacher. (ongoing)
¢ TAG student participation rosters are maintained weekly and turned in to PIEMS every six
weeks.

¢ New TAG teachers are identified for summer traihing by May 9th.

e Students continue to be served by the designated TAG teacher. (ongoing)

o TAG student participation rosters are maintained weekly and turned in to PIEMS every six
weeks.

e TAG program surveys are sent out and collected for evaluation by May 16th.







Nomination Form
Talented and Gifted Program

Horizon Montessori Public Schools

Date:

| believe that (name of student nominee
School exhibits exceptional ability or the potential to excel in one

or more of the following areas:

Statement of Evidence Observed in Student:
(Statement may include superior to very superior academic strengths observed in the classroom
performance, home/community, or hobbies related to the persons gifts and talents)

Person Nominating (Please Print)

Signature of Person Nominating

Title or Relationship to Student

Date




Gifted and Talented Characteristics

Although wide variations exist among the areas of giftedness, the following lists are characteristics or traits
that a gifted and talented individual may possess within each area. Please keep these characteristics in
mind when nominating students for gifted and talented services.

LANGUAGE ARTS SOCIAL SCIENCE/HUMANITIES
» Extensive vocabulary + Possesses a [arge storehouse of information
e Keen power of cbservation about a variety of topics
*  Good memory Quick mastery and recall of factual information
e Perceives abstract ideas rapidly Rapid insight into cause-effect relationships
e Ability to portray to others feelings, actions, Ready grasp of underlying principles-quickly
personalities, situations makes valid generalizations
» Possesses creativity and inventiveness + Keen and alert observer
« Has varied interests « Becomes absorbed and involved in certain topics
« Demonstrates an intellectual playfuiness with or probiems
words * Prefers to work independently-requires little
s  Writes fluently with insight and strong personal attention from teacher
voice Interested in many “adult” problems
o Sees relationships among apparently unrelated Likes to organize and bring structure to things,
ideas people, and situations
+ Reads avidly ¢ Quite concerned with right/wrong, good/bad
o Great deal of curiosity about many things
* Generates a large number of ideas or solutions fo
problems and questions
* Uninhibited in expressions of opinion
s Keen sense of humor
e  Willingly tries out different media
o Elaborates on ideas from other people
MATHEMATICS SCIENCE
» Solves problems, yet sometimes not able to Questions critically
explain procedures Visualizes mentally
* Performs computations easily and accurately, Thinks critically-abstraction, conceptualization,
but resists extensive calculating and synthesis
e Hypothesizes frequently Attends to details related to the task at hand
* Works a long time on challenging problems Is persistent in the pursuit of answers and
although there may be no solution solutions
Works easily with technology Sees alternatives and offers several solutions
Is preoccupied with scales, statistics, records, Makes generalizations
almanacs, globes, maps Ability to use resources with the intent to find
¢ Devises own languages, codes, number systems answers
* s sensitive to pafterns in shapes « Ready grasp of underlying principles and quickly
Ability to translate unfamiliar abstraction into a makes valid deductions
familiar form » Keen and alert observer
Can translate the familiar into an abstraction e Tries to understand complicated material
intuitively soive seemingly difficult problems » Reasons things out for him/herself
mentally » Sees logical/common sense answers
Computes answers in a non-traditienal manner e s easily bored with mundane or routine
Uses unusual techniques in problem solving e s a self-starter-intrinsically motivated
¢ Shows an interest in science




Forma de Nominacién
Educacion para Dotados y Talentosos
Horizon Montessori Public Schools

Fecha:

Yo creo que (nombre del estudiante candidato)
de la escuela demuestra habilidad excepcional o el potencial para
distinguirse en una o mas de las siguientes areas:

Declaracion de Evidencia Observada en el Estudiante:
(La declaracién puede incluir puntos académicos fuertes ya sea superiores o muy superiores
observadas en el desempefio en el aula, casa/comunidad, o aficiones relacionadas a los dones y

talentos de la persona)

Persona que Nomina (Por favor use letra de molde)

Firma de la Persona que Nomina

Titulo o Relacién al Estudiante

Fecha




Caracteristicas de Dotados y Talentosos

Aunque existen amplias variaciones entre las dreas de dotes, las siguientes listas son
caracteristicas o rasgos que una persona dotada y talentosa puede poseer dentro de cada éarea.
Por favor tenga presente estas caracteristicas al nominar a los estudiantes para servicios de
dotados y talentosos.

relacionadas
Lee con entusiasmo

ARTES DEL IDIOMA CIENCIA SOCIAL/HUMANIDAD
* Vocabulario extenso * Posee un deposito grande de informacién sobre una
« Poder perspicaz de observacion variedad de temas
¢ Buena memoria ¢ Dominio rapido y buena memoria de informacion
s Percibe rapidamente ideas abstractas verdadera
¢ Habilidad de describir a otros los sentimientos, Vision rapida en relaciones de causa-efecto
acciones, personalidades, situaciones Comprensién aguda de principios fundamentales-hace
¢ Posee creatividad e inventiva generalizaciones validas rapidamente
« Tiene intereses variados Observador perspicaz y alerta
e Demuestra una alegria intelectual con las palabras Se absorbe y se envuelve en ciertos temas 0
«  Escribe con soltura con visién y voz personai fuerte problemas _
¢ Ve las relaciones entre al parecer ideas que noson | *  Prefiere trabajar independientemente-requiere poca

atencion del maestro

Interesado en muchos problemas de “adulto”
Le gusta organizar y brindar estructura a cosas,
personas, y situaciones

Bastante preocupado con lo correcto/erréneo,
bueno/malo

Mucha curiosidad sobre muchas cosas

Genera un gran nimero de ideas o soluciones a
problemas y preguntas

Sin inhibiciones en expresiones de opinion
Sentido perspicaz de humor

Prueba de buena gana medios diferentes de
comunicacion

Elabora en las ideas de ofras personas

MATEMATICA CIENCIA
* Resuelve problemas, pero a veces no es capaz de « Hace preguntas criticamente
explicar los procedimientos ¢ \isualiza mentalmente
» Realiza calculos facimente y con precision, pero se | «  Piensa gravemente-abstraccion, conceptualizacion, y
resiste al calculo extenso sintesis
Forma hip6tesis frecuentemente » Atiende detalles relacionados al asunto gue se esta
Trabaja por largo tiempo en problemas desafiantes estudiando
aunque no pueda haber ninguna solucion + Es persistente en la persecucién de respuestas y
Trabaja facilmente con tecnologia soluciones
Se interesa en escalas, estadisticas, datos, ¢ Ve alternativas y ofrece varias soluciones
almanaques, giobos, mapas » Hace generalizaciones
» [nventa sus propios idiomas, cddigos, sistemas de Habilidad de usar recursos con la intencién de
nameros encontrar respuestas
Es sensible a las secuencias en figuras e Comprensién aguda de principios fundamentales y
Habilidad de traducir abstraccion desconocida a una hace deducciones validas rapidamente
forma conocida ¢ Observador perspicaz y alerta
¢ Puede traducir algo conocido a una abstraccion * Intenta entender material complicado
¢ Intuitivamente resuelve probiemas aparentemente » Razona las cosas por si mismo
dificiles mentalmente » Ve respuestas iogicas/comunes
Calcula las respuestas de una manera no tradicional | «  Se aburre facilmente con lo mundano o rutinario
Usa técnicas raras para resolver problemas » Tiene iniciativa propia-intrinsecamente motivado
+ Demuestra interés en la ciencia




HMPS
Talented and Gifted Program

PERMISSION TO TEST

Date

Dear Parent/Guardian;

,  has been referred for

Student’s Name
educational screening for the gifted program. The assessment process will allow school
personnel to determine eligibility for educational programming to better meet your child
academically. For students in grades 2-8, the Naglieri Nonverbal Ability Test (NNAT) will be
administered to determine the need for additional assessment. Students who score in the top 5
percentile of HMPS student population will be recommended for further testing to determine
eligibility.

Eligibility assessments may include the Iowa Tests of Basic Skills (ITBS) for the area of
achievement, Torrance Tests of Creative Thinking (TTCT) for the area of creativity, and the
Renzulli Scales for Rating the Behavioral Characteristics of Superior Students. The Gifted Teacher
can answer questions concerning the nature and process of the assessment. The time needed to
complete the assessment is dependent upon a number of factors including, but not limited to, the
number of tests required, established district-wide testing windows, etc.

Please check the appropriate permission statement below, provide the parent/guardian
signature and return to the child’s teacher as soon as possible.

__ Yes, HMPS District personnel have permission to test my child as indicated above.

__ No, HMPS District personnel do not have permission to test my child.

Comments:
Signature, Parent/Guardian Date
Resource Classroom Teacher/Gifted Chairperson Date

You will be notified regarding the outcome of the evaluation when all assessments are complete.
If your child meets the eligibility requirements for the Gifted Education Program, a conference
will be scheduled to discuss his/her potential educational program. If your child does not meet
the eligibility criteria at this time, you will be notified when the assessment is complete.
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HORIZON MONTESSORI PUBLIC SCHOOLS
TALENTED AND GIFTED PROGRAM
PARENT RATING SCALE

STUDENT'S NAME D.O.B.: L.D.#
Your child has been nominated as a possible participant in the HMPS Talented and Gifted Program. One of the criteria is the completion of

a parent questionnnaire. Please complete this form and return it to your child's teacher/counselor as soon as possible.
Su hijo/a ha sido nominado como posible participante en el programa de Estudiantes Dotados y Talentosos de Horizon Montessori Public
Schools. Uno de los requisitos es completar este cuestionario. Favor de completar esta forma y regresarla al maestro/a de su hijo/a.

For each of the following, mark (X) the colurnn that best
describes your child.” NEVER | SOMETIMES MOST OF TIME

Para cada una de las siguientes oraciones margue (X) enla | NUNCA | OCASIONALMENTE | CASI SIEMPRE
columna que mejor describe a su hijo/a

Is alert beyond years.
Tiene su capacidad mas avanzada que su edad.

Likes school.
Le gusta la escuela,

Prefers games/reading of higher grade/age level.
Prefiere juegos/lecturas de un nivel mas alto a su
grado/edad.

Sticks to a project once it is started.
Se concentra en un solo proyecto ung vez comenzado.

Is observant.
Es observador

Has lots of ideas to share.
Tiene muchas ideas que compartir.

Uses unique and unusual ways to solve problems.
Usa metodos propios e inusuales para resolver problemas.

Wants to know how and why.
Desea saber como y porgue.

Asks a lot of questions about a variety of subjects.
Hace muchas preguntas de diversos temas.

Is concerned with details.
Le interesan los detalles.

Enjoys and responds to beauty.

Goza y responde a la belleza.

Is able to plan and organize activities.

Puede planear y organizar actividades.

Often finds and corrects own mistakes.

Encuentra y corrige sus propios errores.

Makes up stories and has ideas that are unique.
Hace historias e ideas que son unicas.

Has a wide range of interests.

Tiene una amplia gama de intereses.

Sets high standards for self.

Fija metas sobresalientes para si mismo.

Chooses challenging problems over simple ones.
FElige problemas desafiantes en lugar de simples.
Shares his/her ideas with others.

Comparte sus ideas con ofros.

Has an advanced vocabulary for age or grade level.
Tiene un vocabulario extenso para su edad o nivel.
"[s interested in many adult issues such as religion, politics,
race, etc."”

"Toma interes en temas de adulto, por ejemplo, religion,
politica, razas, etc.”

Parent’s Signature/firma: Date/fecha







Horizon Montessori

Public Schools
Talented and Gifted
TEACHER RATING SCALE
STUDENT’S NAME: D.OB.:
TEACHER'S NAME: GRADE:

MARK (X) EACH NUMBERED CATEGORY BASED ON THE LISTED CHARACTERISTICS BELOW:

DOES YOUR STUDENT:

MOST OF
THE TIME | OCCASIONALLY | RARELY

ask unusual questions?
make keen and alert observations?
have a rapid insight into cause-effect relationships?

comprehend advanced ideas, concepts, and implications?

work independently or require little direction?

go beyond what is required in class assignments?

have high expectations?

complete tasks?
take risks?

show confidence in areas where he/she may be different?

NO1OC ] O | ] W R =

—
(=]

—
—

have original ideas in problem-solving?

—_—
[\

invent and create new products?

have self-confidence?

[a—
W

—_
FCS

carry out responsibilities well?

—_
Lh

participate in school and community activities?

—
=,

have good social skills?

—
-]

have the ability to influence the behavior of others?

—
o0

cooperate well with others?

[
o

respect authority/follow rules?

[\
L]

acquire basic skills rapidly?

[ ]
—

read widely?

o]
[\

have an unusual ability to brainstorm, role play, and tell stories?

[y
LFS]

have an unusual ability to memorize?

[\
P

have an extensive vocabulary?

[
Lh

have a long attention span?

TEACHER’S SIGNATURE DATE







Horizon Montessori Public Schools
TAG IDENTIFICATION MATRIX

Student: Student ID#:
School: Grade: D.O.B.: ! /

*Student must score "3" or better at the sub-total for porifolio level to continue screening process.

1(a). Reading

1(b). Mathematics
1(c) Social Studies

28 mnmn:on

WI .l. -.
i N :.r?:-. al 7.ln

Verbal
Qualitative
Nonverbal
Composite

e

T

*Sub-total

Sl

TOTAL SCORE

DNQ/ D:&Ea@.

L
t
T
i
N

SELECTION COMMITTEE: -

Total for items 1-4

Portfolio points 5 4 3

Total Score H







Horizon Montessori Public Schools
Talented and Gifted Program
Pre-Screening Status

To the Parents of: I.D.#:

Your child was nominated for the Horizon Montessori Public Schools Talented and Gifted Program,
and you are to be commended. However, your child did not meet the district’s criteria for admittance
into the program. Please be assured that although your child did not meet the qualifications, the
campus will be providing quality instruction to meet your child’s educational needs.

If you would like to appeal this decision, you have 10 days in which to contact the campus counselor
in writing and request a review of the data. If you have any questions regarding the committee’s
decision, please contact me. Thank you.

Su hijo/hija fue nominado para el programa de estudiantes dotados y talentosos. Sin embargo, su
hijo/hija no cumplio con los requisitos de identificacion del programa y el criterio del distrito
escolar. Le aseguramos que su hijo/hija continuara recibiendo la mejor calidad de educacion segun
las necesidades del el/ella.

Si usted desea apelar esta decisidn, tienc diez dias para escribir un aplicacion para solicitar la
revision de la evaluacion del estudiante. Si tiene alguna pregunta sobre la decisién del comite,

comuniquese conmigo. Gracias.

Sincerely/Sinceramente,

Campus Principal/Director escolar Date/Fecha

All written requests for appeal must be submitted to HMPS Curriculum Office within ten
(10) days of this notification. Please contact your child’s counselor for more information.







Horizon Montessori Public Schools
Notification of ITBS Testing

Dear Parents,

Horizon Montessori Public Schools measures students’® academic growth during when a student is
enrolled in kindergarten. This test measures both general and specific cognitive abilities that
reflect the overall efficiency of cognitive processes and strategies that enable an individual to
learn new tasks or solve problems. Because these abilities are closely related to an individual’s
success in school in virtually all subjects, test results may be used in planning effective
instructional programs. In combination with other relevant information about the student, scores
can be used to adapt instruction in ways to enhance student learning,

SESSIONS Time Test Make Up Date
Required Date

SESSION 1

Test 1; Vocabulary 20 minutes

Test 2: Word Analysis 20 minutes
SESSION 2

Test 3: Listening 30 minutes

Test 4: Reading Comprehension 25 minutes
SESSION 3

Test 5: Language 25 minutes

Test 6: Mathematics 25 minutes

We ask for your assistance by ensuring that your child attends school on these dates in order for
us to administer this exam. If your child does not test during the initial test date/s, he/she will
have the opportunity to complete the test(s) during the scheduled make up date.

Upon availability of results, a parent conference will be scheduled to discuss your child’s test
scores as well as instructional programs available through our district.

Thank you,

Campus Counselor

PLEASE SIGN & RETURN THIS PORTION

STUDENT’S NAME: CAMPUS:

TEACHER’S NAME: GRADE: KINDER

PARENT’S SIGNATURE: DATE:







Horizon Montessori Public Schools
Notificacion de Examen ITBS

Estimados padres de familia;

Es la intencién de Horizon Montessori Public Schools es de proporcionar a todos los estudiantes con un
programa educativo apropiado relevante a su nivel de capacidad de su hijo/a. Las evaluaciones formales
ofrecen a educadores una indicacién clara de los objetivos que un estudiante ha dominado y ésos que
requieren refuerzo. Los estudiantes actualmente matriculados en el jardin de nifios serdn evaluados en
Ias areas de lectura y matemsticas

Este examen medird ambas habilidades generales y académicas que reflejardn los conocimientos que su
hijo/a ha adquirido a esta fecha.

Por la razén que estas habilidades estin estrechamente relacionadas con el éxito individual en la escuela y
virtualmente en todas las dreas, los resultados de los eximenes pueden ser utilizados para la planificacién
programas educativos efectivos.

En combinacién con otra informacién pertinente sobre el estudiante, los resultados pueden ser
utilizados para adaptar la instruccién que le ayude a acrecentar su aprendizaje.

Pedimos su ayuda de asegurarse que su hijo/a asista a la escuela en estas fechas en que
administraremos este examen. Si su hijo/a no toma el examen durante la fecha inicial él/ella tendra la
oportunidad de completar ¢l examen en la fecha indicada.

Sobre la disponibilidad de resultados, una conferencia sera planificada para discutir las puntuaciones de
su nifio/a asi como programas educativos disponibles a través de nuestro distrito.

Gracias
SESSIONS TIME TEST DATE MAKE UP DATE
REQUIRED
SESION 1
Examen 1: Vocabulario 20 m!nutos
Examen 2: Analizar palabras 20 minutos
Sesion 2
Examen 3: Escuchar 30 minutos
Examen 4: Compresion de lectura 25 minutos
Sesion 3
Examen 4: Lenguaje 25 minutos
Examen 5: Matematicas 25 minutos
POR FAVOR FIRME Y REGRESE ESTA SECCION NOMBRE DEL ESTUDIANTE:
ESCUELA MAESTRO:

GRADO: FIRMA DE PADRE O TUTOR FECHA







Student Portfolio Product Guide

When developing your student’s portfolio please keep in mind that each
of the products collected should reflect a student’s original ideas and
provide educators with an understanding of the student’s thought
process. Please note that student’s from a low socioeconomic status may
not have equal access to a variety of materials due to lack of financial
resources.

Gifted students commonly show high interest and are passionate about a
topic or area of interest. Please consider doing an interest inventory
before beginning the portfolio development to give the students direction
and better insight into their own likes and dislikes.

The student products sampled here are evidence that students have a
variety of gifts and talents and similar products can be expected from
our students as well.

Portfolio Requirements

¢ Students who meet the minimum criteria will be required to submit
a portfolio, or the TAG identification process will not continue.

e Teachers are responsible for developing and organizing required
portfolios. Counselors will be responsible for reviewing the
process, supporting teachers in the development and submitting
portfolios for review.

e Parents are encouraged to assist their child.

e Five items will be submitted for final review

e A meeting should be held with the parent, student and teacher to
agree on which items will be used in the portfolio. This meeting
should take place before the deadline.

¢ All products used for evaluation will be labeled with the student’s
ID number, campus name, and grade level.






Student Portfolio Product Guide

Portfolio Development

Portfolio products should be collected starting in December. During this
time you may begin to save potential student products. Possible portfolio
items for elementary students include the following:

Journal entries

Photo journals

Research projects

Original stories (written or dictated)

Art Work (drawings, paintings, placemat activity, models, etc.)
Interest profile

Timelines

Foldables

Graphic organizers (thinking maps activities)

Items not to include are as follows:

Awards

Tests

Worksheets

Group assignments

Family Albums

Photographs or videos of the student in which a student’s face is
visible.

Pleasc note: Heavily guided class assignments are not allowed as they
will not serve to highlight the student’s original work and creativity.
Class assignments for this portfolio should allow for individualized work
and opportunities to express creativity.






Student Portfolio Product Guide

The following are possible portfolio items for middle schools students:

Original research products (science projects in which the scientific
method was followed and documented)

Formal paper (written on an important historical figure or author,
current social, political or economic event/problem, or a work of
literature)

Original art work (drawings, sketches, paintings, etc.)

Note: Photographs of particularly large pieces may be submitted as long
as it is accompanied by an explanation of the art work.

Journal or photo journal (Responses to works of literature, quotes,
or life experiences.

Oral presentation based on a study (this must be recorded but no
images of the student’s face is allowed)

Performances (video or audio)

Video or power point documentary on a given subject or interest.

Guidelines for Products

Large three dimensional projects should be photographed or video
recorded with a detailed written explanation.

Small three dimensional items must be placed in a portfolio
envelope.

Computer generated projects can be printed or submitted via USB
drive to the teacher.

Portfolio Evaluation

The TAG committee will review and score all student portfolios. A
rubric will be utilized to evaluate each of the products submitted for the
student portfolio. The following are some of the evaluation descriptors:






Student Portfolio Product Guide

Unusual presentation of ideas

Work that is advanced or characterized as being beyond the
student’s age or grade level.

Complex or intricate presentation of idea

In-depth understanding of idea

Resourceful and/or clever use of materials and resources
Evidence of support and research for ideas

Organized for effective communication

Evidence of high interest, concentration and perseverance






Student Portfolio Product Guide

Sample Student Products
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Student Portfolio Product Guide

Sample Student Activity
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Student Name: Grade:

Criteria for Advanced-Level Student Work Products for Student Portfolio

Grades K-2

ID:

The TAG Decision-Making Committee will score the work samples in the Student TAG Screening Portfolio using the

following criteria. The committee will review and analyze the student work samples and place a check { v/ }in the box
for each characteristic that describes the student work in each cantent area. Each check represents “one point” and

the highest score possible for each content area is 20 points. It is recommended that teachers have a copy of this rubric

to assist in selecting student wark samples for the portfolio.

CONTENT

Student work samples should reflect expectations beyond the student ’s grade level .

includes information beyond grade level |

Shows a deep understanding of information

Shows awareness of facts and details

Expands on basic ideas and shows a high level of skill

Reflects detalled famlllanty WIth the to ic

PROCESS

PRODUCT

Use of mformatlon inan advanced way

Reflects an advanced level of thinking and understanding

Shows advanced organization and thoughts

Demonstrates skills in analysis and evaluation

7 Uses data and research at an advanced IeveI

Ges bevond the basic requlrement of'the asmgnment 1

Expresses original ideas in a creative way

Unique in design given the same or similar materials

Demonstrates accumulation of knowledge over time rather
than a simple collection of facts and knowledge

Shows reat attentlon to detail and completeness

Uses clear and effective communication and dellvery skllls

Understands how to communicate to an audience through
choice of format, style, and presentation

Stands out beyond grade level

Uses a unique or creative way to present information

Shows talents in communication and presentation skills

=
Q
~
=
=
L
2]
Ll
o
a.
(&

AL SCORE FOR EACH CONTENT AREA

Language Arts

Math Social Studies

Science







Criteria for Advanced-Level Student Work Products for Student Portfolio
Grades 3-5

Student Name:

Grade: 1D:

The TAG Decision-Making Committee will score the work samples in the Student TAG Screening Portfolio using the
following criteria. The committee will review and analyze the student work samples and place a check { Y in the box
for each characteristic that describes the student work in each content area. Each check represents “one point” and
the highest score possible for each content area is 20 points. It is recommended that teachers have a copy of this rubric

to assist in selecting student work samples for the portfolio.

St rk_sampl uld reflect expect actions beyond the student ‘s gr. level.
SRR 7 P T z j PEE \g:}“‘a . ShTA ko] SF e T SR,
by L = = ]
Displays depth of information and ideas
E Shows an analysis or evaluation of information rather
L than just repetition of information
% Shows intense interest and awareness of details
o

Expands on basic ideas and shows a level of proficiency

Exhibits a high degree of famili with the topic

i o

Use of commonly acquired content in an advanced way

Reflects an advanced level of thinking and
understanding

Shows planning, problem solving, and reflection

PROCESS

Applies a logical approach to the use of resources in the
and presentation of information

Applies data and information researched at an advanced level

Goes beyond the basic requirements of the assignment

Expresses creativity through use of language, data, or
ideas

Distinctive in design given the same or similar materials

Demonstrates accumulation of knowledge over time
rather than a simple cellection of facts and knowledge

PRODUCT

Resembles professional quality work and shows great

attention to detail and completeness

Uses clear, effective, and creative communication and
delivery skills

Adjusts message for audience and purpose through
choice and use of media, format, or style

Stands out because of presentation

PRESENTATION

Demonstrates a unigue presentation of content

Demonstrates complex or intricate ideas

TOTAL SCORE FOR EACH CONTENT AREA

Language Arts

Math

Social Studies

Science







Student Name: Grade:

Criteria for Advanced-Level Student Work Products for Student Portfolio

Grades 6-8

ID:

The TAG Decision-Making Committee will score the work samples in the Student TAG Screening Portfolio using the

following criteria. The committee will review and analyze the student work samples and place a check ( v } in the box
for each characteristic that describes the student work in each content area. Each check represents “one point” and
the highest score possible for each content area is 20 points. It is recommended that teachers have a copy of this rubric
to assist in selecting student work samples for the portfolio.

PROCESS CONTENT

PRODUCT

PRESENTATION

[ Exhibits depth

and complexity of information and ideas

Shows an analysis or evaluation of information rather
than acquisition only

Shows intense interest and awareness of details

Expands on basic ideas and shows a level of expertise and
proficiency

1 Use of Ia content in an advanced way

Demonstrates a high degree of understanding of field of
study

Reflects an advanced level of thinking and understanding

Shows planning, problem solving, and reflection

Applies a logical approach to the use of resources

Applies research found at an advanced level

Goes beyond the basic requirements of the assignment

Expresses insightful thought in the use of language, data,
or ideas

Distinctive in design given the same or similar materials

Demonstrates accumulation of knowledge over time
rather than a simple collection of facts and knowledge

Resembles professional quality work and shows great
attention to detail and completeness

Uses clear, effective, and creative communication an
delivery skills

R A

Adjusts message for audience and purpose through
choice and use of media, format, or style

Content clearly stands out as professional in content,
design, and delivery

Demonstrates a unique presentation of content

Demonstrates complex or intricate concepts

TOTAL SCORE FOR EACH CONTENT AREA

Language Arts

Math

Social Studies

Science







Portfolio Final Self-Evaluation

Name Date

Directions to the Student: This evaluation form will help you assess your
completed portfolio. Review the contents of your portfolio and answer the
following questions to see which goals you have met and which goals you
need to continue working towards.

1. Does your completed portfolio meet the goals you set for this unit?
If your answer is yes, list the items you feel fulfill the goals and explain your
choices. If your answer is no, tell why.

2. Daoes your completed portfolio satisfactorily demonstrate the strengths and
abilities you specified? If your answer is yes, list the items
and tell how they demonstrate the strength or ability. If your answer is no,
explain why you are not satisfied that this strength or ability has been
demeonstrated.

3. Which step in your planning chart was completed most successfully? What
made this step successful? Which step proved to be the most difficult? What
made this step difficult?

4. The best thing about the work in this portfolio is

5. The most important thing I learned in completing this portfolio is

6. The thing I am least satisfied about in this portfolio is

7. A goal for my next portfolio will be

8. On a scale of 1 through 4, with 4 being the most successful, rate the success
of this portfolio.

@ Prentice-Hall, Inc.






PRODUCT

EXPLANATION

Examples of Portfolio Products

PURPOSE

Art pieces should include the child’s natural,
creative explorations and interpretations
{rather than crafts).

The child tapes story retellings, explanations of
advanced concepts, philogsophical viewpoints,
musical creations, problem solutions, and ideas.

Document computer skills through applications
of more sophisticated software, word processing
products, and programs created by the child.

Write the child's dictated explanation of a prod-
uct or process. Prompt these dictations with
staternents such as: “Tell me about your work,”
or "Tell me how you did that."

Some children produce graphs or charts to rep-
resent relationships, formulate problems, illus-
trate math solutions, and demonstrate the
results of independent investigations.

Photograph the child’s math patterns, creative
projects, dicramas, sculptures, constructions,
experiments, models, or organizational systems.

Duplicate one or two examples of text the child
reads independently. Include the child’s reflec-
tion of the book to demonstrate analysis skills.
Date the product.

Gifted students usually have information and
expertise beyond the age-level expectations in
one or more areas. Share examples of the
independent studies pursued by the child.

Video tapes are wonderful ways to document
performing arts, the child’s learning process,
and oversized products. Limit tape entries to
three to five minutes to encourage the child to
plan the presentation.

Provide examples of original works written by
the child including stories, reports, scientific
observations, poems, or reflections.

Art reflects developmental levels, interests,
graphic talents, abstract thinking, and cre-
ativity,

Audio tapes verify vocabulary, fluency, cre-
ativity, high-order thinking, and concept
depth.

Computer-generated products indicate com-
puter literacy, analysis, content-related acade-
mic skills, and applied concepts.

Dictations increase adults’ understanding of
the why and how of what children do. It may
indicate advanced vocabulary, high-level
thinking, fluency, and content depth.

Graphs or charts demonstrate specific skills
or concepts applied in the task, high-level
thinking, data recording strategies, and orga-
nizational skills.

Photographs represent three-dimensional
products. They provide a record when no
paper product is feasible.

Text samples help document reading level
and the child’s sophistication when interpret-
ing advanced-level material.

Research producls reveal specific interests,
synthesis, content depth, and complexity of
the learner’s thinking.

A video presents a significant visual record
and integration of skills and behaviors. When
recording group interactions, a video can
demonstrate interpersonal and leadership
skills.

Written products may demonstrate advanced
language, thinking, organization, meaning
construction, concept depth, and complexity.

Adapted from: Kingore, B. (2000). Parent assessment of giftedness; Using portfolios. Tempo, XX (2), 6-8






HMPS
TALENTED AND GIFTED PROGRAM

POST-SCREENING NOTIFICATION

Date

Dear Parent/Guardian:

Your child

was referred for the HMPS Talented and Gifted Program. Screening results indicate that your
child does not meet the requirements of the comprehensive screening process.

All procedures and assessments follow the Texas Education guidelines.

As your child progresses through the upcoming grade levels, opportunities are available for
differentiation of instruction and further screening/assessment for the TAG Program. Reviews of
student testing data and achievement occur on a regular basis. Please encourage your child to
continue the excellent academic achievement. If you would like to discuss the results of this
evaluation, please contact me at the phone number listed below. I will be happy to schedule a
conference with you.

Sincerely,

Talented and Gifted Representative

Phone Number

22






HMPS
TALENTED AND GIFTED PROGRAM

POST-EVALUATION NOTIFICATION

Date

Dear Parent/Guardian:

has been determined to be eligible for

placement in the gifted program.

Your child’s progress in the gifted program will be reviewed annually. You wili be informed in
writing should your child’s placement in the program be in jeopardy.

Please indicate below your decision concerning placement in the gifted program by signing and
returning this form to your child’s teacher.

A time will be scheduled for your child to begin receiving gifted education services as soon as
the enclosed form is returned. If you have questions regarding the program, please do not
hesitate to call me. Ilook forward to working with your child.

Sincerely,

Talented and Gifted Teacher

School Phone

Check One:
I agree with the gifted placement.

I do no agree with the gifted placement.

Parent Signature Date

23






HMPS
TALENTED AND GIFTED PROGRAM

STEPS FOR REVIEW OF GIFTED SERVICES

A student who is officially placed in the K-8 Gifted Education Program will continue to receive
gifted programming services, provided the student meets the following continuation criteria:

The student maintains satisfactory performance in the regular and/or gifted classrooms,
indicated by a (non-weighted) grade of at least 70.

In the event that the student does not meet the continuation criteria, the following steps will be
taken to review the student’s gifted services:

1. A student who fails to maintain satisfactory academic performance in regular and/or
gifted education classes will be referred to the RTI committee or TAG Eligibility Team
for appropriate interventions. Parents will be notified in writing by the principal or
designee that the student will be given a probationary period of at least one grading
period. A student who is on probation will be provided with an Individual Academic
Plan (IAP), which will be monitored by the gified and/or regular education teacher who
serve the student.

2. The student shall continue to receive gifted education services during probation, while
receiving the services of the RTI/TAG Eligibility Team and attempting to achieve
satisfactory performance status.

3. The individuals involved with the Student Support or Eligibility Team will review the
student’s progress at the end of the probationary period and determine the student’s
further academic needs. The student’s demonstrated academic strengths will direct the
recommended course of study.

4. A student who fails to demonstrate satisfactory performances based upon the
continuation criteria in regular and/or gifted education classes during the probationary
period and for whom gifted services are no longer appropriate shall have a final review.
The student, parent, gifted program teacher, and other teacher(s) involved will be invited
to attend the review, before services are withdrawn.

5. A student can be reinstated as eligible for gifted services when evidence of satisfactory
academic performance, as defined by the district’s TAG program guide,
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Requirements & Expectations for TAG Program
Dear Parents:

I would like to congratulate you for allowing your child to participate in the Horizon
Montessori Public Schools TAG Program. Our program offers a differentiated curriculum
through a variely of educational activities. The opportunities presented to your child will
assist him/her in developing to his/her full potential. The campus staff and I anticipate a
productive and successful year for your chiid. In order to ensure that your child is
successful in our program, the following guidelines have been established:

1. Daily school attendance is expected. Your child is responsible for making up
any missed assignments.

2. Your child is expected to participate in and complete any and all projects or

assignments.

Your child is expected to follow school and class rules.

4. You are encouraged to give full support and guidance to help your child
succeed in the TAG Program.

5. Your child is expected to remain in good standing in all areas. This requires
commitment and responsibility.

6. Your child must maintain a minimum grade of 70 in all core content areas
on a six weeks basis.

e

In the event that your child does not or cannot meet the requirements and expectations as
stated above, a parent conference will be called and he/she may be placed on probation.
The campus TAG Committee may recommend dismissing your child if he/she has been
placed on probation three times (not necessarily consecutive) throughout the school year
from the TAG Program.

Together we can help you child reach his‘her potential.

Sincerely,

Principal
Please sign and return to your child’s teacher.

Student: Grade: I.D.#:

Parent’s Signature: Date:




Requisitos

Estimados Padres:

Quiero extenderles una sincera felicitacién por la participacion de su hijo(a) al
programa de estudiantes dotados v talentosos. Nuestro programa ofrece un extenso
curricula con la mds variada gama de actividades educativas. Nuestra curricula esta
- disefiado para ofrecer a los estudiantes la oportunidad de desarrollar al mdximo su
potencial. Anticipamos un afio de gran productividad y éxito para su hijo(a). Para
asegurar el éxito de cada estudiante, se han establecido los siguientes requisitos:

1. La asistencia a clases es esencial. El estudiante serd responsable de entregar
tareas o tomar examenes que se dieron en ese dig.

2. El estudiante debe participar en todos los proyectos y actividades de este
programa.

3. Los estudiantes deben obedecer los reglamentos de la escuela y del salon de
clases.

4. Se solicita la cooperacion, guia, y apoyo de los padres hacia sus hijo(a).
Esto facilitard una participacién mas completa y activa.

3. Todos los estudiantes deben mantener un buen promedio en todas las areas.
Esto requiere dedicacion y responsabilidad.

6. Estudiantes deben mantener un promedio minimo de 70 en cada clase por seis
semanas.

Si el estudiante no puede mantener estos requisitos, se llamard una conferencia con los
padres y el estudiante sera puesto a prueba. El comité del programa de dotados y

talentosos podra recomendar sacar al estudiante del programa si el estudiante esta
puesto a prueba tres veces durante el aio escolar.

Juntos podremos ayudar a su hijo(a) desarrollar al maximo su potencial.

Favor de firmar y regresar a la maestra(o).

Directora

Estudiante: Grado: ID.#:

Firma de padre: (Fecha):




HMPS
TALENTED AND GIFTED PROGRAM

REFERRAL TO STUDENT SUPPORT TEAM/GIFTED ELIGIBILITY
TEAM INDIVIDUAL ACADEMIC PLAN

Student Name: Student Number:

School: Meeting Date:

Reason for Referral: Probation Performance Concerns
Attendance Other

Probation Class(es)

Probation Period: Start Date: Review Date:
INDIVIDUAL ACADEMIC PLAN Date IAP Implemented
Date TIAP Concluded
Interventions: Provided by:
1.
2.
3.
4'
Student Responsibilities:
1.
2.
3.
4,
Status: Return to good standing Continue probationary placement
Withdraw from program In good standing: Yes No
(student/parent request)
Student Support Team Gifted Eligibility Team
Team Members:
Signature, Parent/Guardian Date Signature, Team Chairperson Date
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HMPS
TALENTED AND GIFTED PROGRAM

CONTINUATION LETTER

Date:

Dear Parents/Guardians:

The TAG Team has met to evaluate the Plan of Improvement/Program Review that was
designed following review of your child’s performance in school to determine continuation in,
or dismissal from, the gifted education program. Based upon the evaluation of your child’s
performance on the Plan of Improvement/Program Review, the Eligibility Team is happy to
recommend continuation in the gifted program. We hope the problem(s) that existed before

has been corrected, and we can expect continued satisfactory performance.

Thank you for your cooperation in helping to make this a worthwhile learning experience.

Sincerely,

Gifted Education Teacher

School Phone:
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HMPS
TALENTED AND GIFTED PROGRAM

WITHDRAWAL FORM
Date:
Student Name: Student Number; _
School:
Dear Parent/Guardian:

Following an academic probationary period, your child’s performance falls below the HMPS
Gifted Education services. Your child does not meet the acceptable criteria and will be
withdrawn in the following area(s):

Primary/Elementary Gifted Resource Classroom average is unsatisfactory for six weeks.

Primary/Elementary classroom average is below an 70% in the core academic areas of
Writing/Grammar, Reading, Math, Science and Social Studies for the six weeks.

Middle or high school class average is below 70% for the semester.

Subject area/class:

If you would like to request a review of your child’s continuation criteria, please contact the
Eligibility Team Representative below.

Re-entry may not be considered until the beginning of the next school year following the
expiration of a full calendar year. Your child can be reinstated as eligible for Talented and
Gifted education services when evidence of satisfactory academic performance is submitted to
the school’s TAG Team for consideration. Parent must initiate re-entry.

Signature, Eligibility Team Chairperson Date

Comments:

Signature, Parent/Guardian Date
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HMPS
TALENTED AND GIFTED PROGRAM

Re-Entry
Request

Date:

Dear Parent/Guardian:

In response to a request for your child’s re-entry into the Program for the Gifted in Lee County
Schools, the Eligibility Team has reviewed your child’s gifted education file. Your child
|:|has met D has not met the criteria for re-entry into the Program for the Gifted

as demonstrated by the following:

If your child met the criteria for re-entry, he/she will begin receiving gifted education services
as soon as the enclosed Eligibility-Placement form is signed and returned.

Should you desire a conference to discuss this matter further, please contact me at the
school telephone number listed below.

Sincerely,

Gifted Education Teacher

School Telephone Number:







Horizon Montessori TAG COMMITTEE SUMMARY REPORT

Student Name Campus: H1H2H3
Student ID

Horizon Montessori Public Schools
TAG Program Evaluation Questions
Student Survey

Please complete the following questionnaire by checking a response for each question. Your teacher
can help you, if needed.

Program Design

Question Yes No Don’t Know

Are G/T services available to you in all four core areas?

Are your parents informed each year on how you are receiving G/T services?

Do you get to work with other G/T students?

Are gifted services provided during the entire school year?

Does your teacher use Depth and Complexity when teaching?

a. Math
Comments:

b. Science
Comments:

c. Social Studies
Comments:

d. Language Arts

Comments:
Curriculum and Instruction
5 Don’t
Question Yes No o
Do you work on skills in self-directed learning, thinking, research and communication?
Do you get to create advanced level products and performances each year?
Family-Community Involvement
; Don't
Question Yes i x:cr:w
Are students included in the annual gifted program evaluation?

Additional Comments/Suggestions







Horizon Montessori Public Schools
TAG Program Evaluation Questions
Parent Survey

Please complete the following questionnaire by checking a response for each question.

. Student Assessment

Question

Yes

No

Don’t Know

Have you requested a copy of the board-approved written policy and procedures for gifted
student identification?

Does the above policy also address furloughs, reassessment, exiting of students from services,
transfer of students, and appeals?

Does the district take referrals and assess for identification at least once a year?

Are nominations taken for all grade levels K-12?

Does the district make accommodations for non-English speaking students when testing?

Does the district use at least three {3) criteria in the assessment process?

Are nominations open to all students, regardless of race, ethnicity, socio-economic status, other
identified exceptionalities, etc.?

Are kindergarten students nominated, assessed, and if identified provided services by March 1?

VQuestion

Yes

No

Don't Know

Do identified students have the opportunity each year to receive gifted services in the four (4}
core academic areas {math, language arts, science, social studies)?

Are parents informed each year concerning how their children are receiving G/T services?

Do gifted students have the opportunity to work with other gifted students?

Are gifted services provided during the entire school year?

Are acceleration options available through Credit by Examination and Early High School
Graduation?

If the district provides services to Middle and High Schoel identified students through Pre-AP, AP, challenge, honars, or dual-

credit classes, does the teacher provide differentiation through depth and complexity?

a. Math
Comments:







b. Science
Comments:

¢. Social Studies
Comments:

d. Language Arts
Comments:

If the district provides services to identified students through the regular classroom, does the teacher provide differentiation
through depth and complexity?

a. Math
Comments:

b. Science
Comments:

¢. Social Studies
Comments:

d. Language Arts
Comments:

oo cee s Curriculum and Instruction o
Question Yes No Don’t Know
Are students provided the opportunity to demonstrate skills in self-directed learning, thinking,
research and communication?

Is there a variety of challenging learning experiences provided which emphasizes content from
the four (4) core academic areas {math, language arts, science, social studies)?

Are identified students provided learning opportunities each year which lead to the
development of advanced-level products and performances?

Yes No Don’t Know

Question

Are parents informed each year of the learning opportunities provided to their gifted child?

Are parents included in the annual gifted program evaluation?

'Additional Comments/Suggestions







Horizon Montessori Public Schools
TAG Educator Survey
Please complete the following questionnaire by checking a response
for each question.

. studentAssessment o
Question Yes No o

Do you have access to the board-approved written policy and procedures for gifted student
identification?

Does the above policy also address furloughs, reassessment, exiting of students from services,
transfer of students, and appeals?

Does the district take referrals and assess for identification at least once a year?

Are nominations taken for all grade levels K-12?

Does the district make accommodations for non-English speaking students when testing?

Does the district use at least three (3} criteria in the assessment process?

Are nominations open to all students, regardless of race, ethnicity, socio-economic status,
other identified exceptionalities, etc.?

Does the district make placement decisions with a committee of at least three (3) local
educators who have received training in the nature and needs of gifted students?

Are kindergarten students nominated, assessed, and if identified provided services by March
17

Question Yes No * Know

Do identified students have the opportunity each year to receive gifted services in the four {4)
core academic areas (math, language arts, science, social studies)?

Are parents informed each year concerning how their children are receiving G/T services?

Do gifted students have the opportunity to work with other gifted students?

Are gifted services provided during the entire school year?

Are acceleration options available through Credit by Examination and Early High School
Graduation?

If the district provides services to Middle and High School identified students through Pre-AP, AP, chalienge, honors, or dual-
credit classes, does the teacher provide differentiation through depth and complexity?(Select your content area.)

a. Math
Comments:
b. Science

Comments;







¢ Social Studies
Comments:

d. Language Arts

Comments:
If the district provides services to identified students through the regular classroom, does the teacher provide differentiation
through depth and complexity?
a. Math
Comments:
b. Science
Comments:
¢. Social Studies
Comments:
d. Language Arts
Comments:
R _. . Curriculum and Instruction S
. Don't
Question Yes No Know
Are students provided the opportunity to demonstrate skills in self-directed learning, thinking,
research and communication?
is there an array of challenging learning experiences provided which emphasize content from
the four (4) core academic areas {[math, language arts, science, social studies)?
Are identified students provided learning opportunities each year which lead to the
development of advanced-level products and performances?
Do the campus and district improvement plans address services to gifted/talented students
each year?
e Don't
Question Yes No Know

Are all teachers of the gifted required to attain the 30 hours of foundational training before
providing services? If the training is not available prior to assignment, the teacher should
receive the training during the first semester.

Do all teachers of the gifted receive a minimum of six {6} hours annually of professional
development in gifted education?

Do administrators and counselors have a minimum of six (6) hours of professional development
in the nature and needs of gifted students?

Does the district/campus evaluate the professional development activities for gifted/talented
education?







Does the district/campus evaluate the gifted program each year?

Family-Community Involvement

Question

Yes

No

Don't
Know

Are parents given access, upon reguest, to the board-approved district policy and procedures on
student identification for the gifted program?

Are parents informed each year of the iearning opportunities provided to their gifted child?

Are parents included in the annual gifted program evaluation?







PRODUCTIVE THINKING

Productive thinking is creative thinking. The following four elements of productive
thinking are introduced and incorporated:
Fluency is the generation of many ideas
Flexibitity is the ability to think of different kinds of ideas as well as to adaptideas to new
situations.
Eloboration involves adding to existing ideas in order to improve or change them.
Originality is thinking of the unusual or unique ideas.

PROBLEM SOLVING
Problem solving is a basic life skill that involves logical and critical thinking.

It offers opportunities for creative thinking and risk taking.
It provides the leamer with a systematic method for developing and using criteria in
decision making.
it gives the learmer the opportunity to:
Analyze a situation and select relevant facts.
summarize information
make inferences
evaluate opinions which are based on specific criteria
set goals
plan for accomplishment

LOGICAL / CRITICAL THINKING

Logic is a step-by-step thinking process achieved inductively or deductively. Some of
the skills involved in logic are:
Classifying
Sequencing
Seeing relationships
Critical Thinking involves analyzing and evaluating information.

Research / Independent Study
In a world of rapidly expanding technology and increasing information, it is important
that we give students the tools to locate answers, solve problems, and make informed
decisions. Students will follow the Independent Investigation Method (IIM) as a process
to develop and own their research skills. Steps in this process include:
1. Topic
2. Goal Setting
3 Research
4. Organizing
5. Goal Evaluation
6. Product
7. Presentation






Typical Characteristics of the Gifted Learner
Adapted from June Maker

LEARNING

1.

Has unusually advanced vocabulary for age or grade level: uses terms in a meaningful
way; has verbal behavior characterized by “richness” of expression, elaboration, and
fluency.

2. Possesses a large storehouse of information about a variety of topics (beyond the
usual interests of youngsters his/her age).

3. Has quick mastery and recall of factual information.

4. Has rapid insight into cause-effect relationships; tries to discover the how and why of
things; asks many provocative questions (as distinct from informational or factual
questions); wants to know what makes things (or people) “tick.”

5. Has aready grasp of underlying principles and can quickly make valid
generalizations about events, people, or things; looks for similarities and differences
in events, people and things.

6. Is a keen and alert observer; usually “sees more” or “gets more” out of a story, film,
etc. than others.

7. Reads a great deal on his/her own; usually prefers adult level books; does not avoid
difficult material; may show a preference for biography, autobiography,
encyclopedias, and atlases.

8. Tries to understand complicated material by separating it into its respective parts;
reasons things out for himself/herself; sees logical and common sense answers.

MOTIVATION

1. Becomes absorbed and truly involved in certain topics or problems; is persistent in
seeking task completion. (It is sometimes difficult to get him/her to move on to
another topic.)

2. Needs little external motivation to follow through in work that initially excites
him/her.

3. Strives toward perfection; is self-critical; is not easily satisfied with his/her own speed
Products.

4, Prefers to work independently; requires little direction from teachers.

5. Is interested in many “adult” problems such as religion, politics, race...more than

usual for age level.






6. Often is self-assertive (sometimes even aggressive); stubborn in his/her beliefs,

7. Likes to organize and bring structure to things, people, and situations.

8. Is quite concerned with right and wrong, good and bad; often evaluates and passes
judgment on events, people, and things.

CREATIVITY

1. Displays a great deal of curiosity about many things; is constantly asking questions
about anything and everything.

2. Generates a large number of ideas or solutions to problems and questions; often offers
unusual (“way out™), unique, clever responses.

3. Is uninhibited in expressions of opinion; is sometimes radical and spirited in
disagreement; is tenacious.

4. Is a high risk taker; is adventurous and speculative.

5. Displays a good deal of intellectual playfulness; fantasizes, imagines (“I wonder what
would happen if...”), manipulates ideas (i.e., changes, elaborates upon them); is
often concerned with adapting, improving, and modifying institutions, objects, and
systems.

6. Displays a keen sense of humor and sees humor in situations that may not appear to
be humorous to others.

7. Is unusually aware of his impulses and more open to the irrational in himself (freer
expression of feminine interest for boys, greater than usual amount of independence
for girls); shows emotional sensitivity.

8. Is sensitive to beauty; attends to aesthetic characteristics of things.
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END NOTE

This handbook aims to provide information to guide for HMPS Faculty and Administration through a
process that meets state and federal program requirements to identify and service our talented and
gifted students.

An outline of the basic requirements is included with this guide. However, this guide is a work in
progress and will be further refined as the process unfolds. As questions arise and procedures are fully
developed to make this program work effectively for students, their teachers and parents, we will
make additions to the guide. These additions will add clarity and systematize our procedures.

HMPS Curriculum Coordinators have researched the related national centers and organizations for
information, forms, and program delivery models. We further reviewed the programs of other districts
throughout the state of Texas to determine program components best suited to our community.

Educational programs exist to serve the community, and community activities enable educational
programs to flourish. As a result, learning communities arise reflecting the unique spirit, energy, gifts
and talents of every member of the community. We share our enthusiasm with you, and invite you to
share your creativity and talents with our community.

As a Montessori program, Horizon Montessori strives to nurture the talents and gifts of every student.
This program is intended to recognize and document a differentiated learning plan for those students
whose unique abilities meet state and federal definitions of those whose talents and gifts are
exceptional. These students have needs that are beyond the scope of the general instructional
curriculum. They require specialized programming to meet their needs holistically — academically,
socially, spiritually, emotionally, and physically — so they may develop their unique potential in all areas
of their development. As such, this program aims to fully align with the philosophy of Montessori
education.

Please send your questions, concerns, observations, ideas and suggestions to one of our program
coordinators and watch for program developments on our district page www.hmps.net

We welcome your participation with enthusiasm and look forward to nurturing the unique talents and
gifts of all our students as we implement the program and related activities. Together we will make
this program meet the needs of our students, and together watch our community flourish.

Joseph Aquiningoc, Special Education Coordinator jacquinigoc@horizonmontessori.net
Tana Armitage, Secondary Coordinator tarmitage@horizonmontessori.net
Lauren Arce, Dean of Instruction larce@horizonmontessori.net

Horizon Montessori Talented and Gifted Program Description Guide












