Summit Hill School District 161 2:260

School Board

Uniform Grievance Procedure

A student, parent/guardian, employee, or community member should notify any District Complaint
Manager if he or she believes that the School Board, its employees, or its agents have violated his or
her rights guaranteed by the State or federal Constitution, State or federal statute, or Board policy, or
have a complaint regarding any one of the following:

1. Title Il of the Americans with Disabilities Act

2. Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972

3. Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973

4. Title VI of the Civil Rights Act, 42 U.S.C. §2000d et seq.

5. Equal Employment Opportunities Act (Title VII of the Civil Rights Act), 42 U.S.C. §2000e
et seq.

6. Sexual harassment (Illinois Human Rights Act, Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, and

Title 1X of the Education Amendments of 1972)

7. Breastfeeding accommodations for students, 105 ILCS 5/10-20.60 (P.A. 100-29, final citation
pending)

8. Bullying, 105 ILCS 5/27-23.7

9. Misuse of funds received for services to improve educational opportunities for educationally
disadvantaged or deprived children

10. Curriculum, instructional materials, and/or programs

11. Victims’ Economic Security and Safety Act, 820 ILCS 180/

12. Illinois Equal Pay Act of 2003, 820 ILCS 112/

13. Provision of services to homeless students

14. I1llinois Whistleblower Act, 740 ILCS 174/

15. Misuse of genetic information (lllinois Genetic Information Privacy Act (GIPA), 410 ILCS
513/ and Titles I and 11 of the Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act (GINA), 42 U.S.C.
82000ff et seq.

16. Employee Credit Privacy Act, 820 ILCS 70/

The Complaint Manager will first attempt to resolve complaints without resorting to this grievance
procedure. If a formal complaint is filed under this policy, the Complaint Manager will address the
complaint promptly and equitably. A student and/or parent/guardian filing a complaint under this
policy may forego any informal suggestions and/or attempts to resolve it and may proceed directly to
the grievance procedure. The Complaint Manager will not require a student or parent/guardian
complaining of any form of harassment to attempt to resolve allegations directly with the accused (or
the accused’s parents/guardians); this includes mediation.

Right to Pursue Other Remedies Not Impaired

The right of a person to prompt and equitable resolution of a complaint filed hereunder shall not be
impaired by the person’s pursuit of other remedies, e.g., criminal complaints, civil actions, etc. Use of
this grievance procedure is not a prerequisite to the pursuit of other remedies and use of this grievance
procedure does not extend any filing deadline related to the pursuit of other remedies. If a person is
pursuing another remedy subject to a complaint under this policy, the District will continue with a
simultaneous investigation under this policy.

Deadlines

All deadlines under this policy may be extended by the Complaint Manager as he or she deems
appropriate. As used in this policy, school business days means days on which the District’s main
office is open.
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Filing a Complaint

A person (hereinafter Complainant) who wishes to avail him or herself of this grievance procedure
may do so by filing a complaint with any District Complaint Manager. The Complainant shall not be
required to file a complaint with a particular Complaint Manager and may request a Complaint
Manager of the same gender. The Complaint Manager may request the Complainant to provide a
written statement regarding the nature of the complaint or require a meeting with a student’s
parent(s)/guardian(s). The Complaint Manager shall assist the Complainant as needed.

For bullying and cyber-bullying, the Complaint Manager shall process and review the complaint
according to Board policy 7:180, Prevention of and Response to Bullying, Intimidation, and
Harassment, in addition to any response required by this policy.

Investigation

The Complaint Manager will investigate the complaint or appoint a qualified person to undertake the
investigation on his or her behalf. The Complaint Manager shall ensure both parties have an equal
opportunity to present evidence during an investigation. If the Complainant is a student under 18
years of age, the Complaint Manager will notify his or her parent(s)/guardian(s) that they may attend
any investigatory meetings in which their child is involved. The complaint and identity of the
Complainant will not be disclosed except: (1) as required by law or this policy, (2) as necessary to
fully investigate the complaint, or (3) as authorized by the Complainant.

The identity of any student witnesses will not be disclosed except: (1) as required by law or any
collective bargaining agreement, (2) as necessary to fully investigate the complaint, or (3) as
authorized by the parent/guardian of the student witness, or by the student if the student is 18 years of
age or older.

The Complaint Manager will inform, at regular intervals, the person(s) filing a complaint under this
policy about the status of the investigation. Within 30 school business days of the date the complaint
was filed, the Complaint Manager shall file a written report of his or her findings with the
Superintendent. The Complaint Manager may request an extension of time. If a complaint of sexual
harassment contains allegations involving the Superintendent, the written report shall be filed with the
Board, which will make a decision in accordance with the following section of this policy. The
Superintendent will keep the Board informed of all complaints.

Decision and Appeal

Within five school business days after receiving the Complaint Manager’s report, the Superintendent
shall mail his or her written decision to the Complainant and the accused by first class U.S. mail as
well as to the Complaint Manager. All decisions shall be based upon the preponderance of evidence
standard.

Within 10 school business days after receiving the Superintendent’s decision, the Complainant or the
accused may appeal the decision to the Board by making a written request to the Complaint Manager.
The Complaint Manager shall promptly forward all materials relative to the complaint and appeal to
the Board. Within 30 school business days, the Board shall affirm, reverse, or amend the
Superintendent’s decision or direct the Superintendent to gather additional information. Within five
school business days of the Board’s decision, the Superintendent shall inform the Complainant and
the accused of the Board’s action.

This policy shall not be construed to create an independent right to a hearing before the
Superintendent or Board. The failure to strictly follow the timelines in this grievance procedure shall
not prejudice any party.

Appointing a Nondiscrimination Coordinator and Complaint Managers

The Superintendent shall appoint a Nondiscrimination Coordinator to manage the District’s efforts to
provide equal opportunity employment and educational opportunities and prohibit the harassment of
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employees, students, and others. The Nondiscrimination Coordinator also serves as the District’s Title
IX Coordinator.

The Superintendent shall appoint at least one Complaint Manager to administer the complaint process
in this policy. If possible, the Superintendent will appoint two Complaint Managers, one of each
gender. The District’s Nondiscrimination Coordinator may be appointed as one of the Complaint
Managers.

The Superintendent shall insert into this policy and keep current the names, addresses, and telephone
numbers of the Nondiscrimination Coordinator and the Complaint Managers.

Nondiscrimination Coordinator:

Barb Rains

Name

20100 S. Spruce Dr. Frankfort Il 60423
Address

brains@summithill.org

Email

815/469.9103

Telephone

Complaint Managers:

Leslie Deboer Mike Ruffalo

Name Name

20100 S. Spruce Dr. Frankfort 11 60423 20027 S. 88" Ave. Frankfort Il 60423
Address Address

Ideboer@summithill.org mruffalo@summithill.org

Email Email

815/469.9103 815/469.9103

Telephone Telephone

LEGAL REF.: Age Discrimination in Employment Act, 29 U.S.C. 8621 et seg.

Americans With Disabilities Act, 42 U.S.C. 812101 et seq.

Equal Employment Opportunities Act (Title V1 of the Civil Rights Act), 42 U.S.C.
82000¢ et seq.

Equal Pay Act, 29 U.S.C. §206(d).

Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act, 42 U.S.C. 82000ff et seq.

Immigration Reform and Control Act, 8 U.S.C. 81324a et seq.

McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. 811431 et seq.

Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29 U.S.C. §791 et seq.

Title V1 of the Civil Rights Act, 42 U.S.C. §2000d et seq.

Title IX of the Education Amendments, 20 U.S.C. 81681 et seg.

105 ILCS 5/2-3.8, 5/3-10, 5/10-20.7a, 5/10-20.60 (P.A. 100-29, final citation
pending), 5/10-22.5, 5/22-19, 5/24-4, 5/27-1, 5/27-23.7, and 45/1-15.

lllinois Genetic Information Privacy Act, 410 ILCS 513/.

Illinois Whistleblower Act, 740 ILCS 174/.

lllinois Human Rights Act, 775 ILCS 5/.

Victims® Economic Security and Safety Act, 820 ILCS 180/, 56 Ill.Admin.Code
Part 280.

Equal Pay Act of 2003, 820 ILCS 112/.

Employee Credit Privacy Act, 820 ILCS 70/.

23 Ill.Admin.Code 881.240 and 200.40.
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CROSS REF.:

ADOPTED:

REVISED:

2:260

5:10 (Equal Employment Opportunity and Minority Recruitment), 5:20
(Workplace Harassment Prohibited), 5:30 (Hiring Process and Criteria), 6:120
(Education of Children with Disabilities), 6:140 (Education of Homeless
Children), 6:170 (Title I Programs), 6:260 (Complaints About Curriculum,
Instructional Materials, and Programs), 7:10 (Equal Educational Opportunities),
7:20 (Harassment of Students Prohibited), 7:180 (Prevention of and Response to
Bullying, Intimidation, and Harassment), 8:70 (Accommaodating Individuals with

Disabilities), 8:110 (Public Suggestions and Concerns)

January 26, 2005

October 25, 2006
November 14, 2007
February 13, 2008
September 9, 2009
January 26, 2011
September 28, 2011
March 28, 2012
December 9, 2015
October 25, 2017
January 24, 2018
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Summit Hill School District 161 4:40

Operational Services

Incurring Debt

The Superintendent or designee shall provide early notice to the Board of Education of
the District’s need to borrow money. The Superintendent or designee shall prepare all
documents and notices necessary for the Board of Education, at its discretion, to: (1)
issue State Aid Anticipation Certificates, tax anticipation warrants, working cash fund
bonds, bonds, notes, and other evidence of indebtedness, or (2) establish a line of credit
with a bank or other financial institution. The Superintendent shall notify the State Board
of Education before the District issues any form of long-term or short-term debt that will
result in outstanding debt that exceeds 75% of the debt limit specified in State law.

LEGAL REF.: 30 ILCS 305/2 and 352/1 et seq.
50 ILCS 420/
105 ILCS 5/17-16, 5/17-17, 5/18-18, and 5/19-1 et seq.

CROSS REF.: 4:10 (Fiscal and Business Management)
ADOPTED: January 26, 2005

REVISED: January 13, 2010
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Summit Hill School District 161 5:20

General Personnel

Workplace Harassment Prohibited

The School District expects the workplace environment to be productive, respectful, and free of unlawful
discrimination, including harassment. District employees shall not engage in harassment or abusive
conduct on the basis of an individual’s race, religion, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, age,
citizenship status, disability, or other protected status identified in Board policy 5:10, Equal Employment
Opportunity and Minority Recruitment. Harassment of students, including, but not limited to, sexual
harassment, is prohibited by Board policy 7:20, Harassment of Students Prohibited.

Sexual Harassment Prohibited

The School District shall provide a workplace environment free of unwelcome sexual advances, requests
for sexual favors, and other verbal or physical conduct, or communications constituting harassment on the
basis of sex as defined and otherwise prohibited by State and federal law.

District employees shall not make unwelcome sexual advances or request sexual favors or engage in any
unwelcome conduct of a sexual nature when: (1) submission to such conduct is made either explicitly or
implicitly a term or condition of an individual’s employment; (2) submission to or rejection of such
conduct by an individual is used as the basis for employment decisions affecting such individual; or (3)
such conduct has the purpose or effect of substantially interfering with an individual’s work performance
or creating an intimidating, hostile, or offensive working environment. Sexual harassment prohibited by
this policy includes, but is not limited to, verbal or physical conduct. The terms intimidating, hostile, or
offensive include, but are not limited to, conduct that has the effect of humiliation, embarrassment, or
discomfort. Sexual harassment will be evaluated in light of all the circumstances.

Making a Complaint; Enforcement

A violation of this policy may result in discipline, up to and including discharge. Any person making a
knowingly false accusation regarding harassment will likewise be subject to disciplinary action, up to and
including discharge. An employee’s employment, compensation, or work assignment shall not be
adversely affected by complaining or providing information about harassment. Retaliation against
employees for bringing bona fide complaints or providing information about harassment is prohibited (see
Board policy 2:260, Uniform Grievance Procedure).

Aggrieved persons, who feel comfortable doing so, should directly inform the person engaging in the
harassing conduct or communication that such conduct or communication is offensive and must stop.

Employees should report claims of harassment to the Nondiscrimination Coordinator and/or use the
Board policy 2:260, Uniform Grievance Procedure. Employees may choose to report to a person of the
employee’s same sex. There are no express time limits for initiating complaints and grievances under this
policy; however, every effort should be made to file such complaints as soon as possible, while facts are
known and potential witnesses are available.

Whom to Contact with a Report or Complaint

The Superintendent shall insert into this policy the names, addresses, and telephone numbers of the
District’s current Nondiscrimination Coordinator and Complaint Managers.
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Nondiscrimination Coordinator:

Barb Rains

Name

20100 S. Spruce Drive Frankfort, Il 60423

Address

brains@summithill.org

Email
815.469.9103

Telephone

Complaint Managers:

Mike Ruffalo Leslie DeBoer

Name Name

20027 S. 88" Ave Frankfort, 11 60423 20100 S. Spruce Drive Frankfort, Il 60423
Address Address

mruffalo@summithill.org Ideboer@summithill.org

Email Email

815.464.2034 815.469.9103

Telephone Telephone

The Superintendent shall also use reasonable measures to inform staff members and applicants of this
policy, which shall include reprinting this policy in the appropriate handbooks.

LEGAL REF.:

CROSS REF.:

ADOPTED:
REVISED:

5:20

Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 42 U.S.C. 82000e et seq., implemented by 29
C.F.R. 81604.11.

Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, 20 U.S.C. §1681 et seq., implemented by
34 C.F.R. Part 106.

Ill. Human Rights Act, 775 ILCS 5/2-101(E), 5/2-102(D), 5/2-102(E-5), 5/5-102, and
5/5-102.2.

56 I1l. Admin.Code Parts 2500, 2510, 5210, and 5220.

Burlington Industries v. Ellerth, 524 U.S. 742 (1998).

Crawford v. Metro. Gov’t of Nashville & Davidson County, 555 U.S. 271 (2009).

Faragher v. City of Boca Raton, 524 U.S. 775 (1998).

Franklin v. Gwinnett Co. Public Schools, 503 U.S. 60 (1992).

Harris v. Forklift Systems, 510 U.S. 17 (1993).

Jackson v. Birmingham Bd. of Educ., 544 U.S. 167 (2005).

Meritor Savings Bank v. Vinson, 477 U.S. 57 (1986).

Oncale v. Sundown Offshore Services, 523 U.S. 75 (1998).

Porter v. Erie Foods International, Inc., 576 F.3d 629 (7th Cir. 2009).

Sangamon County Sheriff’s Dept. v. Ill. Human Rights Com’n, 233 111.2d 125 (l1I.. 2009).

Vance v. Ball State University, 133 S. Ct. 2434 (2013).

2:260 (Uniform Grievance Procedure), 5:10 (Equal Employment Opportunity and
Minority Recruitment), 7:20 (Harassment of Students Prohibited)

January 26, 2005

November 14, 2007
April 14, 2010
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September 28, 2011
November 13, 2013
February 14, 2018
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Summit Hill School District 161 5:170

General Personnel

Copyright
Works Made for Hire

The Superintendent shall manage the development of instructional materials and computer programs
by employees during the scope of their employment in accordance with State and federal laws and
School Board policies. Whenever an employee is assigned to develop instructional materials and/or
computer programs, or otherwise performs such work within the scope of his or her employment, it is
assured the District shall be the owner of the copyright.

Copyright Compliance

While staff members may use appropriate supplementary materials, it is each staff member’s
responsibility to abide by the District’s copyright compliance procedures and to obey the copyright
laws. The District is not responsible for any violations of the copyright laws by its staff or students. A
staff member should contact the Superintendent or designee whenever the staff member is uncertain
about whether using or copying material complies with the District’s procedures or is permissible
under the law, or wants assistance on when and how to obtain proper authorization. No staff member
shall, without first obtaining the permission of the Superintendent or designee, install or download
any program on a District-owned computer. At no time shall it be necessary for a District staff
member to violate copyright laws in order to properly perform his or her duties.

Copyright Infringement; Designation of District Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA) Agent

The employee listed below receives complaints about copyright infringement within the use of the
District’s online services. The Superintendent or designee will register this information with the
federal Copyright Office as required by federal law.

District DMCA Agent:

Kathy Klein

Name

20100 S Spruce Dr. Frankfort, Illinois 60423

Address

kklein@summithill.org

Email

815.469.9103

Telephone

LEGAL REF.: Federal Copyright Law of 1976, 17 U.S.C. 8101 et seq.
105 ILCS 5/10-23.10.

CROSS REF.: 6:235 (Access to Electronic Networks)

ADOPTED: January 26, 2005

REVISED: October 25, 2006

September 28, 2011
December 9, 2015

5:170 Page 1 of 1


mailto:kklein@summithill.org

	2260
	USchool Board
	UUniform Grievance ProcedureU


	0440
	Summit Hill School District 161 4:40
	Operational Services
	Incurring Debt



	0520
	UGeneral Personnel
	UWorkplace Harassment ProhibitedU


	5170 Policy Revised
	General Personnel
	Copyright



