Gatesville Independent School District

311 South Lovers Lane
Gatesville, Texas 76528
Phone (254) 865-7251
Fax (254) 865-2279

Gatesville ISD — Board of Trustees Agenda Item Information

Meeting Date: May 19, 2025

Meeting Type: (Please Check One) Agenda Placement: (Please Check One)
(@] Regular Meeting [_] Public Hearing

[] Special Meeting/ Workshop [ ] Consent Agenda

[] Hearing (W] Information Items

[ ] Presentation/ Discussion/ Action Items

Subject (What needs to be printed on the agenda):
Bluebonnet Learning

Executive Summary (Brief description of agenda item):

Texas is offering a State curriculum (Bluebonnet Learning) for K-5 Reading/Language Arts and K-Algebral in Math. Special funding
($48,520) is earmarked strictly for purchasing Bluebonnet materials. In the Fall the State offered grant money Learning Acceleration
Support Opportunities (LASO) where the Service Center works on the campus implementing Bluebonnet Learning in its entirety. We
passed on that grant because of its rigidity of not wavering from the script and pacing. We wanted more local control.

This is a canned curriculum. It has a script. It offers supplemental materials. It is packaged for any teacher to use in their classroom. It is
the science part of teaching; it answers the questions of, what do | teach? What is different with this curriculum than State curricula in the
past, is the artistry of teaching--the delivery of the material. Experienced teachers/good teachers know how to deliver their content so
their students learn what they are teaching. Bluebonnet allows that flexibility.

Twenty GISD teachers from Math & Reading attended a Bluebonnet workshop. This was their take-aways: K=loved Rdg & Math;
1st-3d=loved Math; 1st&2d=need another 30 minutes of Rdg; 3d=loved Rdg; 4th-8th=skeptical of the gaps created by inserting a new
curriculum without prior knowledge. We are considering purchasing K-3 Math and K Reading/Language Arts for the 2025-2026 school
year.

Fiscal Impact

Cost: Funding Source: Fiscal Year:
[ ] Recurring [ ] General Fund Amendment Required?
[ ] One-Time [ ] Grant Funds [ ] Yes
[ ] No Fiscal Impact [ ] Bond Funds [H] No

[] Other Funds (Specity)
Total Cost:

Administration’s Recommendation:

Submitted By:
Scott Harper Ed.D. Assistant Superintendet

Board Approval Required: [ | Yes [H] No
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