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June 28, 2021 
 
Conrad Blevins 
950 Woodsmen Trail 
Batesville, AR 72501 

Dr. Bruce Bryant, Superintendent 
Midland School District 
P.O. Box 630 
Pleasant Plains, AR 72568 

Dr. Michael Hester, Superintendent 
Batesville School District 
955 Water Street 
Batesville, AR 72501 

 

 
Re: Appeal Under the Public School Choice Act-Lucas Blevins 

    
Everyone: 
 
This letter is to notify you that the Arkansas State Board of Education is scheduled to hear the above-
referenced appeal(s) on Thursday, July 8, 2021.  The action item is set for the 10:00 a.m. agenda in 
the Auditorium of the Arch Ford Education Building, Four Capitol Mall, Little Rock, Arkansas.  
Any additional materials any party chooses to submit should be provided to my office no later than 
12:00 noon on Friday, July 2, 2021.    
 
The Arkansas State Board of Education has requested the parent, the non-resident district, and 
the resident district attend this meeting and be available for questions. 
 
The above-referenced appeal(s) will be conducted pursuant to the legal authority and jurisdiction vested 
in the State Board by the Public School Choice Act and the Arkansas Department of Education Rules 
Governing the Public School Choice Act.  You may find copies of these references on the Arkansas 
Department of Education Website.  

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter.  Please do not hesitate to contact the Arkansas 
Department of Education’s Legal Services Division at (501) 682-4585 should you require additional 
information. 

 

Sincerely, 

/s/Taylor Dugan  

Taylor Dugan  
Staff Attorney 
Division of Elementary and Secondary Education 
taylor.dugan@ade.arkansas.gov 
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Taylor Dugan (ADE)

From: Dr. Bryant <bbryant@midlandschools.org>
Sent: Monday, May 24, 2021 2:48 PM
To: Kristi Cox
Cc: Taylor Dugan (ADE); Rad 4CB; Michael Hester; Jennifer Douglas
Subject: Re: BSD Letter of Appeal re: Blevins School Choice

The Midland School District informed the Batesville School District that 
Lucas Blevins' application was accepted and was included in the number of 
students contributing to our 3% limit.  He was, therefore, released to attend 
if his application had been accepted by the Batesville District. 
 
 
 
On Mon, May 24, 2021 at 2:06 PM Kristi Cox <kcox@gobsd1.org> wrote: 
Good afternoon Mr. Dugan. 
On behalf of Dr. Michael Hester, I am notifying you that the Batesville School District Board of 
Directors met on Monday, May 17, 2021 at which time they acted on school choice 
applications.  Based on the information I received, the BSD Board of Directors did deny the school 
choice application for the Blevins'. 
 
On Mon, May 24, 2021 at 8:14 AM Taylor Dugan (ADE) <Taylor.Dugan@ade.arkansas.gov> wrote: 

  

Good morning Everyone,  

  

I was following up on this case and what the Board decided if they have had their May meeting. I am trying to start a 
list of all the appeals for the State Board of Education.  

  

Taylor  

 

  

From: Taylor Dugan (ADE) <Taylor.Dugan@ade.arkansas.gov> 
Sent: Monday, March 29, 2021 9:40 AM 
To: Kristi Cox <kcox@gobsd1.org> 
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Cc: Michael Hester <mhester@gobsd1.org>; Jennifer Douglas <jdouglas@gobsd1.org>; bbryant@midlandschools.org 
<bbryant@midlandschools.org>; Rad 4CB <woodsman4cb@hotmail.com> 
Subject: RE: BSD Letter of Appeal re: Blevins School Choice  

  

Ms. Cox,  

  

Good morning! I hope you got to have a little break last week! Thank you so much for the update. Since there has not 
been an official denial then we will wait until there is one. If there is an official denial please send a copy over here so 
we can put it in the file.  

  

Mr. and Mrs. Blevins,  

  

Please keep me updated on whether there is an official denial in May so if y’all are still wanting to appeal I can get the 
State Board hearing scheduled.  

  

I appreciate everyone,  

Taylor  

  

From: Kristi Cox <kcox@gobsd1.org>  
Sent: Monday, March 29, 2021 9:13 AM 
To: Taylor Dugan (ADE) <Taylor.Dugan@ade.arkansas.gov> 
Cc: Michael Hester <mhester@gobsd1.org>; Jennifer Douglas <jdouglas@gobsd1.org>; bbryant@midlandschools.org; 
Rad 4CB <woodsman4cb@hotmail.com> 
Subject: BSD Letter of Appeal re: Blevins School Choice 

  

Good morning Mr. Dugan, Dr. Bryant and Mr. & Mrs. Blevins. 

On behalf of Dr. Michael Hester, the Batesville School District respectfully submits the following 
attached letter of appeal regarding the Lucas Blevins school choice application. 

  

It is noted that the Batesville School District Board of Directors has not voted on School Choice 
applications and will not do so until the May 2021 Board Meeting.  We are required to notify the 
resident district (in this case Midland) within 10 days of the parental School Choice submission as to 



3

the recommendation we will make to the BSD Board of Directors.  The BSD will officially notify Mr. 
and Mrs. Blevins in writing after the Board of Directors vote in May 2021 as to their decision. 

  

Please notify me if you have difficulty opening any of the attachments. 

  

Sincerely, 

  

--  

Kristi Cox, EdS 
Special Programs Director 

 

  

  

Privacy/Security Notice: This email may contain confidential information that is intended for the individual or entity 
above. If you are not the intended recipient, any use of this communication, including distribution or copying, is strictly 
prohibited. Please be aware that all emails sent to/from the Batesville School District are subject to the Public Records 
Law of Arkansas. 

 
 
 
--  
Kristi Cox, EdS 
Special Programs Director 
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Privacy/Security Notice: This email may contain confidential information that is intended for the individual or entity above. 
If you are not the intended recipient, any use of this communication, including distribution or copying, is strictly 
prohibited. Please be aware that all emails sent to/from the Batesville School District are subject to the Public Records 
Law of Arkansas. 

 
 
 
--  

Dr. Bruce Bryant 

Superintendent 

 

Midland School District 

P.O. Box 630 

741 Main Street 
Pleasant Plains, AR 
501-345-8844  
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