@ Gatesville Independent School District

311 South Lovers Lane
Gatesville, Texas 76528
Phone (254) 865-7251
Fax (254) 865-2279

Gatesville ISD — Board of Trustees Agenda Item Information

Meeting Date: April 27, 2026

Meeting Type: (Please Check One) Agenda Placement: (Please Check One)
(@] Regular Meeting [_] Public Hearing

[] Special Meeting/ Workshop [ ] Consent Agenda

[] Hearing [ ] Information Items

[W] Presentation/ Discussion/ Action Items

Subject (What needs to be printed on the agenda):
Memorandum of Understanding with Gatesville Newspapers Inc (DBA The Gatesville Messenger) Regarding Usage of Primary Office Space

Executive Summary (Brief description of agenda item):

After a horrific fire destroyed the Gatesville Messenger office and all of its historical records, the community
was concerned that the newspaper might not be able to continue. However, David Tuma and the Copperas
Cove Leader Press has purchased the Gatesville Messenger. The parent company will be called Gatesville
Newspapers Inc. but our newspaper will continue to do business as The Gatesville Messenger. David Morris
will be the publisher and he has a great vision for continuing the excellence of the Messenger. He and his
crew have already checked out the Primary office space vacated by DPS and it should work perfectly for their
staff. The attached MOU is very similar to the one we used with DPS. Basically, we would offer the area free
of charge for the next five years. However, if either party wishes to cancel the agreement they simply give the
other party written notice 30 days in advance. The Messenger staff includes: David Morris-Publisher, Lynette
Sowell-Managing Editor, Josh Morris-Business Office Director, Jason Bachie-Graphics, David Scott-reporter,
Ally Hinkle-reporter, Rick Mauck-reporter, Kaitlyn Smith-Outside Sales Representative, and Larry Warren-
Distribution Director.

Fiscal Impact

Cost: Funding Source: Fiscal Year:
[ ] Recurring [ ] General Fund Amendment Required?
[ ] One-Time [ ] Grant Funds [ ] Yes
[H] No Fiscal Impact [ ] Bond Funds [H] No

[] Other Funds (Specity)
Total Cost:

Administration’s Recommendation:

| recommend the board approve the Memorandum of Understanding with Gatesville Newspapers
Inc (DBA The Gatesville Messenger) regarding the usage of Primary office space.

Submitted By:
Barrett Pollard, Ed.D. - Superintendent

Board Approval Required: [l Yes [ | No
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