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25-26 NBHS School Improvement Goals
1) New Buffalo High School increase the number of students that are 

proficient in state assessment in Math & ELA

● NBHS Tiered System of Support
○ Advisory Intervention based on area of need

■ Tier 2 - all 9-12 grade students are placed w/teacher based on Spring data
■ Tier 3 (intense 1:1 support for Juniors w/teacher based on Fall data

● Targeted, Differentiated, and Individualized based on student need

● Goal: expand in 26-27 to all 9-11th grade based on Fall data

● Monthly data meetings with each core content area teacher to review formative 
assessments, analyze data, and create a plan to support students in real time and identify 
needs within content areas (ex. Science gaps/lack of teachers available)

● Final phase of our GVC (Guaranteed & Viable Curriculum) work to ensure content is aligned to 
state standards, our classroom resources support state standards and that our formative 
and summative assessments are rigorous and balanced 



2) Ensure that organizational-level  resources are allocated to 
maximize effectiveness across the organization

● Review of the annual budget at the beginning of the year 
● Attach the budget to every month’s staff meeting agenda
● Staff meeting segments dedicated to budgets
● Meet with staff to discuss why items may be denied
● Plenty of feedback to teachers regarding budgets: 

○ due dates 
○ explanation of process
○ new/efficient online forms 



3) Increase positive contact between school and families

● Implementation of new communication program  
■ Bloomz - Teachers are posting pictures and information more regularly to families 
■ Weekly positive emails from teachers to parents
■ Wellness Team - biweekly meetings to support students and parent communications 

for those that need additional support

● Added our Wellness Team to Parent/Teacher Conferences (3X per year) 
○ Social Worker
○ School Counselor
○ College/Career Counseling

● Added FAFSA/Financial Aid/
College Rep. Workshop

● 10 families/3 colleges/
State of MI rep.











PBIS - Academic/Attendance Rewards
Junior Testing Rewards Trip: In order to 
attend the trip a student must score 
proficient or higher on all three state Junior 
year standardized tests (SAT, M-Step, 
Workkeys) 

○ Class of 2026:  13 Seniors qualified 
for this reward based on their 
11th grade SAT, MStep and 
Workkeys test scores

● Trimester Rewards Assembly (3x per year)
○ Honor Roll
○ Progressive Honor Roll
○ Perfect Attendance



Academic Awards - 1st/2nd Trimester

*Highest Honors - 3.5 - 4.0 GPA

1st trimester - 104 STUDENTS

*High Honor Roll - 3.0 - 3.9 GPA

1st trimester - 32 STUDENTS

*PROGRESSIVE HONOR ROLL  - Increased GPA by .5 or more

1st trimester - 15 STUDENTS

*PERFECT ATTENDANCE  

1st trimester - 16 STUDENTS



Class of 2026 - Academic Data

SAT State Proficient Score - 1010

NB info: 35 students tested

NBHS Average Score: 1045

SAT M-STEP



2nd time is NBHS history 
to be recognized by 
College Board 



School Index Data 2021 - 2024
The Michigan School Index System provides an overall index value ranging from 0-100 for each school based 

on: student growth, proficiency, graduation rates, English learner progress, attendance rates, advanced 
coursework completion, postsecondary enrollment, and staffing ratios.

2022 - 2023 2023-2024 2024-2025



New Buffalo High School has earned a high 
national ranking in 2022,  2023, and 2024 as one 
of the Best High Schools in the United States. 

By earning a national ranking in the top 40%, 
New Buffalo High School achieved status as a 
U.S. News Best High School. 

NBHS was ranked:

 #72 in 2022

 #76 in 2023

 #56 in 2024 

 #34 in 2025 

out of 900+ public high schools in Michigan. 

CONGRATULATIONS NBHS!   



SOARING SENIORS
Proof that NBHS is a dynamic school to prepare all for 

post-secondary plans



● AT NBHS we continue to focus 
on academic excellence while 
also building strong 
relationships and supporting 
the whole child = 

EVERY STUDENT, EVERY DAY

These are just a few 
highlights of what makes 
New Buffalo High School an 
amazing place to be!


