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Grading & Reporting Parent Survey Results 
 
Parent Survey Overview 

The parent surveys requesting feedback on the new student progress reporting 
formats were made available on Friday, December 6th, 2013 and remained open 
through Friday, January 10th, 2014.   Parents were informed how to access the 
survey through ParentVUE and encouraged to participate through school 
newsletters, an announcement posted on ParentVUE, an all district letter from 
Deputy Superintendent Dr. Carl Mead sent on December 10th, 2013, an all 
district email sent on December 19th, 2013 and a second all district email sent on 
January 6th, 2014.  This survey is one of several ways we will be gathering 
feedback from the community.   

Though a voluntary response survey is inherently biased, with the majority of 
respondents often being those with strong opinions on the issue and with no way 
to ensure an appropriate sampling from across the population, this survey was an 
important opportunity for parents to provide feedback.  The results also identified 
several areas where we need to make improvements in the way we communicate 
student progress.   

Two additional parent surveys will be conducted this school year.  A second 
voluntary response survey will be conducted in early May and a random survey 
will be conducted in mid-June, 2014.   In addition, elementary and middle schools 
will be gathering feedback during Parent-Teacher Conferences. 
 

What did we learn? 
There are several assumptions that can be made from responses received. 

1. Parents support feedback on each Learning Target addressed. 
        Elementary – 71%      Middle – 68%  High – 85% 

2. Parents are not as confident in determining which Learning Targets their 
students have strengths, challenges, or should focus more time and effort on 
mastering. 

        Elementary – 63%      Middle – 60%  High – 77% 
3. Parents support the reporting of behaviors separate from academics. 
        Elementary – 83%      Middle – 71%  High – 72% 

4. The Progress Indicator Marks are not sufficiently communicating a student’s 
current overall progress. 

        Elementary – 53%  
5. Elementary parents were split on the frequency in which they would like to 

receive student progress reports. 
 At the end of each trimester – 48% 
 More frequently – 48% 
 Once each year – 4%  
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6. Parents support the idea of teachers using consistent scoring guides / rubrics 
to evaluate student progress. 

          Elementary – 83%     Middle – 75%  High – 83% 
7. Parents at all levels want more information on Learning Targets and Rubrics.   

A strong majority of parents at the middle and high school level want more 
information on the converting of 1-4 marks from a rubric into a letter grade. 

 
Next Steps 
      1.  Summarize the survey results and provide this information to the community. 

a. Post it on the BSD website and ParentVUE 
b. Provide it to principals for their newsletters and websites 

2.  Analyze feedback to determine specific improvements that can be made in our 
reporting practices.  Examples are: 

a. The pros and cons of reporting elementary student progress on trimester 
or year-long learning targets. 

b. Improve the way we communicate a student’s progress in relation to 
“being on track.” 

c. Defining and communicating the appropriate connection between a 
student’s mastery of learning targets and the letter grade. 

d. Increase access, use and understanding of rubrics. 
3.  Conduct a survey of BSD teachers, requesting feedback on the new student 

progress reporting formats. 
4.  Continue the development of Learning Targets and Rubrics for each grade 

level, content area and course. 
a. Post to TeacherVUE for use in reporting 
b. Post to the BSD website for parent access 

5.  Prepare for parent surveying in May and June 2014. 
6.  Conduct student surveying / forums to gather student perspectives / 

recommendations. 
7.  Increase professional development efforts around standards-based practices 

with district and school level leaders as well as teachers.  
 
 
 
 
 






















































































