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Public Schools Established by
Minnesota Constitution

●  “ARTICLE XIII MISCELLANEOUS SUBJECTS

●  Section 1. UNIFORM SYSTEM OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS. The 
stability of a republican form of government depending mainly 
upon the intelligence of the people, it is the duty of the 
legislature to establish a general and uniform system of 
public schools. The legislature shall make such provisions by 
taxation or otherwise as will secure a thorough and efficient 
system of public schools throughout the state.” 



Schedule of events in approval of district’s 2015 (Payable 2016) tax levy:

•Mid-September: MDE first draft of levy limit worksheets setting 
maximum authorized levy (finalized by end of September)
•September 15:  School board approved maximum
•Mid-November: County mailed “Proposed Property Tax 
Statements” to all property owners
•December 15:  Public hearing on proposed levy at regular meeting
•Following hearing: School Board certifies final levy amounts 
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ISD 709 District Revenues & 
Expenditures







Levy Analysis



Levy Changes

New / Increased: 
● Long-Term Facilities Maintenance $1,387,000
● Reemployment Insurance  $275,000
● Referendum    $863,000

Reductions:

● Alternative Facilities ($1,018,000)
● Debt Service ($650,000)
● OPEB ($568,000)



Estimated Tax Impact

Property Type Taxable Value Annual  Change

Residential 
Homestead

$150,000 ($16.57)

Commercial $150,000 ($40.17)

Source:  County Auditors Office



Summary

● Recommended levy increase:  $296,066 or 0.9%

● Despite this increase, the tax impact results in a reduction 
due to the larger percentage growth in property values.

●  Prior Legislative action to implement “Local Optional 
Revenue” does not increase tax levy, but shifts dollars from 
“voter approved” to “other” despite the November, 2013 
referendum results


