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Strengthening Our Core Systems for Teaching and Learning

Curriculum

Instruction Assessment

Professional Learning



Starting with Assessment Data

● Consolidated / Meeting House Hill School
● New Fairfield Middle School
● New Fairfield High School



Growing Instruction



Curriculum is the way in which learning content standards and 
performance expectations are designed and organized at the district, grade, 
or course level to define what students should understand, know, and be 
able to do.  

Standards serve as anchors for curriculum; but curriculum is designed to 
frame meaning for those standards, deepen understanding, and 
ensure relevance and transfer of learning for students.

What is Curriculum?



PreK-12 Vertical Articulation

A shared process of PreK-12 vertical articulation leads to 
student learning that is intentionally aligned to the 
progression of curriculum Standards within the discipline 
and builds meaningfully the NFPS Vision of the Graduate 
across the years. 



Greeting & Opening Video (15-20 minutes)

Revisiting Curriculum Philosophies (10 minutes)

Standards Building, PreK-12 - Vertical Articulation in Action  

○ Building the Standard (35 minutes)
○ Unpacking the Standard (35 minutes)
○ Students & the Standard … Next Steps (20 minutes)

Communication … How will we continue the conversation?   (15 minutes)

Exit Ticket (Google form)  https://forms.gle/sUyYtdytZjiwP6BD8

Today’s Session

https://forms.gle/sUyYtdytZjiwP6BD8




Feedback, Feedforward

● It’s always interesting to see how each standard is built upon the others. So you 
can see the impact each grade has on student learning. 

● I was not thinking about the different levels of understanding that are present in all 
grade levels. The activity was helpful because it showed that the learning is not a 
straight line but rather a cycle moving upwards. 

● It was very beneficial to work in a small group of mixed grade level and be able to 
relate and see what everyone else was bringing to the whole group and how one 
impacts the next.  

● There are more commonalities than we realized. We need to be consistent with 
our approach and vocabulary, so students can make connections from grade to 
grade.



Feedback, Feedforward

● I was very impressed by the structure of today's PD.

● I would love more opportunities like this … and would welcome more 
opportunities to develop and grow together as a district.

● I am very excited to see the district paying more attention to alignment and 
look forward to how we can better support our students.  

● I like the direction we are heading in!

● This was the best PD of the year. 

● I hope that we can continue to have these vertical conversations.


