
BPS Proposed HB 352 Implementation

Transitioning the Current Early Kindergarten Program to a
School-based Early Literacy Intervention Program

PO’KAISSTUMATTSTAA (Little Learners)
2024-2025 School-based Program & Stamiksiitsiikin Elementary

Due to the passage of HB 352 in April by the Montana State Legislature, Stamiksiitsiikin
Elementary Principals and BPS District Administration are recommending to transition the
current Early Kindergarten program to a classroom-based early literacy intervention program as
identified by the new law (see attached) to ensure continued funding. HB 352 established
Targeted Early Literacy Programs for an eligible child who is 4 years of age or older on or before
September 10 of the year in which the child will participate in the program and who is not
entering and who has not completed kindergarten, the trustees may offer a classroom-based
program which may be half-time or full-time. At this time, we are proposing full-time as our
current Early Kindergarten program is being offered full-time. However, a full-time program
must allow a parent or guardian to enroll the child half-time.

"Eligible child" means a child who is determined through the evaluation methodology selected
by the board of public education pursuant to [section 3] to be below a trajectory leading to
reading proficiency at the end of 3rd grade. (3) "Evaluation methodology" means a
research-based methodology, instrument, or assessment selected by the board of public
education to determine, based on a child's age or grade level, whether the child is above, at, or
below a developmental trajectory leading to reading proficiency on completion of 3rd grade. (4)
"Trustees" means the board of trustees of an elementary or K-12 school district.

Eligibility Determination for Students Participating in
our BPS School-based Program:
BPS and Bullshoe Elementary School will utilize the
current Aimsweb Early Literacy Components for
Preschool to identify eligible students. The subtests of
the Preschool Early Literacy test include; Auditory
Vocabulary, Print Concepts, and Initial Sounds. BPS will
also utilize the Letter Knowledge (Part A & B) of the Core
Phonics Survey. ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA for Program
Participation is ** a student must be performing at the
25th percentile and below for eligibility in any subtest to
participate in the PO’KAISSTUMATTSTAA (Little
Learners) program.

Program Alignment & Focus:
The Little Learners Program will continue to be aligned to the Montana Early Learning
Standards as is the current Early Kindergarten Program.
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