
What is Responsive Classroom?

Responsive Classroom is an evidence-based 
approach to education that focuses on the 
strong relationship between academic 
success and social-emotional learning 
(SEL). The Responsive Classroom approach 
empowers educators to create safe, joyful 
and engaging learning communities where 
all students have a sense of  belonging and 
feel significant.
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Timeline 

2001-2003- Committee appointed to select “Character Education” 
program or curriculum. In 2003, the committee recommended that 
the Responsive Classroom approach be adopted for BRS. 

Summer 2003- First teachers were trained in Responsive Classroom.

2006-2007- Grace and Peter Halsey were trained as Consulting 
Teachers, certified to present RC at BRS and elsewhere.

2007-2008- Peter and Grace began training BRS staff. Trainings have 
continued since this time with the last Institute in the summer of  
2018.

2017- Joe DePalma was Certified as an RC Teacher and became an 
RC Consulting Teacher in 2018.



Statistics

Since 2007, well over 150 administrators, faculty and 
staff  have been trained. 

On the current staff, there are 68 teachers and 19 
teaching assistants who have been trained in the 
basic level RC Course. 40 of  42 classroom teachers 
have been trained.

On the current staff, 11 teachers and 11 teaching 
assistants are not yet trained. 



Future Priorities

Continue to complete training of  all staff  in basic 
course: RCC which is revised. Peter, Grace and Joe will 
receive training in early March.

Offer advanced course training: RCAC

Coach individual staff

Focus on fidelity of  RC practices

Offer consistent professional development 
opportunities
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