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   TOWN OF HORIZON CITY 

Board of Adjustment Staff Report 

 

Application Type: Variance Application 

Case No.:  BAC23-0001 

BoA Hearing Date: September 27, 2023 

Staff Contact:  Art Rubio, Planner 

915-852-1046 ext.407; arubio@horizoncity.org 

  

Address/Location: 835 S. Darrington, west of Darrington Rd. & north of Desierto Lindo 

Ave. 

Legal Description: Lot 1-B, Block 1, Rancho Desierto Bello Unit 2, Replat “A” 

Property Size: Approximately 0.852-acres ± 

PID No.  278641 

Existing Use:  Vacant  

Existing Zoning: C-1 (General Commercial) 

Request: Applicant seeks a variance from Zoning Ordinance Section 805 

Fencing, 805.1.1 Standards & Requirements for Fencing, B. Rear 

property line to allow a variance to the 6’ ft. high rock wall 

requirement adjacent to residential development.  

Owner: Odom Investments Inc. 

Applicant: Westwood Professional Services 

 

Nearest Park:  Golden Eagle Park 

Nearest School: Frank Macias Elementary School 

 

 

SURROUNDING PROPERTIES: 

 Zoning Land Use 

N R-9 (Single-Family Dwelling)/C-1 

(General Commercial) 

Single-Family Dwellings/Commercial 

E ETJ Mix of Uses 

S R-9 (Single-Family Dwelling Single-Family Dwellings 

W R-9 (Single-Family Dwelling) Single-Family Dwellings 

 

LAND USE AND ZONING: 

                                        Existing                                                Proposed 

Land Use Vacant Auto Parts Store 

Zoning C-1 (General Commercial) C-1 (General Commercial) 

 

 

Application Description: 

The applicant requested a pre-development meeting with Planning Staff and at that 

meeting the applicant was advised that a 6’ ft. rock wall was required to the rear of the 

property line adjacent to residential zone or use. The applicant is requesting a variance to 

the wall height requirement as they don’t want to disturb the structural integrity of the 

existing rock wall nor burden the adjacent property owners with the coming into their 
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property to construct the additional height to the existing 4-5 ft. rock wall. The site plan 

submitted by the applicant shows all other density and dimensional requirements on the 

subject property are being met. 

 

Notice: 

Notice of Public Hearing was mailed to the adjacent neighbors on September 11, 2023.  

The Planning Department has not received any communication in support of or in 

opposition to the variance request.  

 

Planning Comments: 

The applicant’s hardship is that of an existing condition of a 4-5 ft. rock wall, and that they 

do not want to disturb the structural stability of the existing rock wall nor burden the 

adjacent property owners with having to come into their property and increase the height 

of the existing rock wall.  The applicant instead proposes an alternative option to comply 

with the height requirement, that being to construct a wooden fence on their side of the 

property at 6’ ft. high to comply with the requirement.   

 

Staff Recommendation: 

Staff recommends approval of the request to allow a variance to not require a 6’ ft. rock 

wall adjacent to residential development with the following condition: 

 

1. That the applicant provides an alternative screening option other than a rock wall 

height increase on existing wall on their side of the property.  

Additional Requirements: 

If a variance is granted by the Board of Adjustment, at the time building permits are 

obtained from the Building Services Department; applicant is to present the “Board 

Determination Notice” with plans and/or other requirements when applying for the 

building permit.  Applicants must obtain a building permit within one (1) year after Board 

authorization.   

 

 Attachments: 

 

1. Aerial View  

2. Zoning Map 

3. Site Plan 

4. Existing Wall Detail Typical 

5. Proposed Screening Wooden Fence Detail Typical 

6. Application 

7. Board Letter 

8. Board’s Variance Worksheet 
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Attachment 1: Aerial View 
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Attachment 2: Zoning Map 
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Attachment 3:  Site Plan  
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Attachment 4:  Existing Wall Detail Typical  
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Attachment 5:  Proposed Screening Wooden Fence Detail Typical 
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Attachment 6: Application 
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Attachment 7- Board Letter 
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Attachment 7- Board Letter Continued 
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Attachment 8- Board’s Variance Worksheet 

 

Property Owner’s Name: Odom Investments Inc./ Westwood Professional Services  

Property Address 835 S. Darrington Rd. Horizon City TX 79928 
 

 (Street) (City) (ST) (Zip) 
 

Property Legal 

Description 

RDB U-2         1  1-B 
 

 (Subdivision) (Block) (Lot) 
 

Section (s) of the 

Ordinance for which a 

Variance is requested 

Section 805 - Fencing, Paragraph 805.1.1 – Standards & Requirements for 

Fencing (Commercial/Industrial), B. Rear Property Line, Zoning Ordinance of 

the Municipal Code. 

Description of Variance 

Requested 

Variance request not to require a 6’ Rock Wall adjacent to residential zone 

and use. 

  

Having considered the record (testimony, documents & other evidence), the Board of Adjustment (BoA) 

finds as follows:  

Yes No Law / Ordinance 

  Strict or literal enforcement of the City’s ordinance will result in an unnecessary 

hardship in the development of the property because of special conditions (State 

Law) 

  Granting the variance will be in harmony with the spirit and purpose of the City’s 

planning and zoning ordinances and will ensure that substantial justice is done. (State 

Law) 

  Granting the variance will not violate the intent of the City’s ordinance (is in harmony 

with the spirit and purpose of the planning and zoning ordinances).  (State Law) 

  The use of the neighboring property will not be substantially injured. (Town Ordinance)  

 

Consistent with the above findings, state law, and the Code of Ordinances, the requested variance should 

be: 

GRANTED or DENIED 

Should the BoA’s approval of the request variance be conditional? (To include any conditions or 

safeguards deemed appropriate, such as site arrangements, landscaping, or hours of operation, as 

allowed per Ordinance).  If so, the BoA’s approval of the request variance should be expressly conditioned 

on the following conditions or safeguards.  The applicant’s failure to satisfy these conditions renders the 

variance void. 

1)  

2)  

3)  

 

 


