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Understanding by Design
Curriculum Approach



Students will use their learning to:

● Raise questions about the world, past and present, as an inquisitive and 
critical thinker.  (KS, SRI)

● Use knowledge and understanding of context to make connections across 
people, places, time, and global events. (KS, CCT)

● Seek and evaluate a variety of sources for credibility and effectiveness to 
develop, refine, and support a position. (CCT, EGC)

● Communicate conclusions and take informed action as a civic-minded, 
empathetic individual after considering diverse perspectives. (TC, EGC)

NFPS K-12 Social Studies Transfer Goals

https://www.newfairfieldschools.org/page/mission-vision-our-graduate-at-tl


NFPS Unit Design Tool



Curriculum 
Storyboards

Grade 2 



Process to Date

● Summer 2024 - UbD Institute, curriculum inventory
● Fall 2024 - Examining standards (content and inquiry)
● Spring 2025 -  Research of curriculum models (CSDE 

model curriculum, other districts), curriculum mapping
● Summer 2025 - Curriculum design work (Stage 1) 
● Fall 2025 - Finalizing Stage 1, curriculum storyboards 

(6-12); K-5 units underway



K-5 Grade-Level Unit Mapping

Kindergarten Roles and Responsibilities 
in the Community

Communities Past and 
Present

Familiar Places and 
Communities

Grade 1 Contributing in a 
Democratic Society

Honoring the Past and 
Present Global Communities

Grade 2 Working Together as a 
Society

Decision-Making in Our 
World

Leadership Past and 
Present

Grade 3 State Constitution and 
Government

Communities in CT Past 
and Present

Innovation, Industry, and 
Economic Growth

Grade 4 Understanding Regions Location, Place, and 
Movement

Regional 
Interdependence

Grade 5 Migration and Settlement Colonial Era and The 
American Revolution

The U.S. Constitution 
and Civic Participation

Communities - 
family, class, 

school

Town: New Fairfield

State: Connecticut

U.S. Regions

North America / 
U.S. History

Units integrate geography, civics, history, and economics understandings.  



Grade 3 

Grade 4 



Grade 4

Grade 7 Grade 9
K-12 Vertical Articulation: 

Economic Standards

Grade 2

Grade 11



Inquiry Skills
Grade 2 



Enhancements
● Alignment with CT Social Studies Standards (2023)
● Alignment with VoL
● Ensures high-level thinking
● Emphasis on inquiry process and performance task 

opportunities
○ Facilitating transfer of knowledge

● Stronger global perspective
● Emphasis on making connections to contemporary 

issues 💡



6-12 Shifts
● Emphasis on regions and 

geography in 6/7 grades, causing 
shift in 9th grade, therefore 
causing shift in 10th grade

● Intentionally structured to 
minimize redundancy → 
increased engagement
○ Middle School/High School
○ World History/ U.S. History

● 2-year phase-in of new 
curriculum

Grade 6 - World Regions I

Grade 7 - World Regions II

Grade 8 - U.S. History

Grade 9 - Global Studies I

Grade 10 - Global Studies II

Grade 11 - U.S. History

Grade 11/12 - Am. Government



Grade 9 
 Global Studies I



Grade 10 
 Global Studies II



Grade 9

Global Studies I
Honors Global Studies I

Grade 10

World History II
AP European History

Grade 11

U.S. History
Honors U.S. History

AP U.S. History

Grade 11/12

American Government
AP U.S. Government & 

Politics

Electives

Introduction to Economics
Introduction to Psychology
Introduction to Sociology

Black & Latino Studies
Contemporary Issues

Honors Post WWII

Social Studies 
Course Sequence 

2026-2027

AP Electives

AP Psychology
AP Human Geography

AP World History



Grade 9

Global Studies I
Honors Global Studies I

Grade 10

Global Studies II
Honors Global Studies II

Grade 11

U.S. History
Honors U.S. History

AP U.S. History

Grade 11/12

American Government
AP U.S. Government & 

Politics

Electives

Introduction to Economics
Introduction to Psychology
Introduction to Sociology

Black & Latino Studies
Contemporary Issues

Honors Post WWII

Social Studies 
Course Sequence 

2027-2028

AP Electives

AP European History
AP Psychology

AP Human Geography
AP World History



Interdisciplinary Connections



Continuing the Work
Curriculum Work This Year

● Full PL days
○ October ✅ , November ✅ , February

● Half day PL 
○ December, March, May

● Embedded work sessions, curriculum subgroups 
● Department meetings
● Summer work

○ Finish curriculum for required courses
○ Electives

📋




