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Supplemental Resources for Board Consideration 3.19.25 
Supplemental Curriculum 

Schools Requests Concerns 

Elementary 2nd grade writing- $181.96- 
no cost to the district 

● Approve 
● This looks like a great tool for teachers to teach writing in a 

cohesive way. 
● Teaching writing is hard and this looks like it would be all 

encompassing 
● No Issues or Concerns 
● Looks great! 
● no concerns 
● acceptable 
● This set of lessons for second grade sounds very well done and 

easy to use. I do recommend it. 
● Do not recommend.  This is 1500 pages long with only about 150 

pages as capable of being previewed.  Do we not have curriculum 
that covers these topics without having to buy more when we 
can’t even see 90% of it?  What did the 2nd graders do last year? 

Elementary Technology activities-$135- 
No cost to the district 

● Approve 
● This has many activities that students will need for the future!  
● Since we don't have a district technology curriculum, this looks 

perfect. Maybe this could be used district wide for that purpose. 
No problems. 

● No Issues or Concerns 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/2nd-Grade-Opinion-Narrative-and-Informative-Writing-Curriculum-with-Prompts-7798694
https://www.k5technologycurriculum.com/


● Looks really built out and like it includes a lot. From what I 
clicked through it also looks to sorted appropriately for each 
grade level.  

● no concerns 
● The website does not show subscription cost, it is an ongoing 

expense and knowing the price is essential for getting an 
approval. In addition I see a potential concern with the computer 
doing the teaching not the teacher. 

● "These lessons sound like solid technology teaching. There are 
some things that are needed for teaching with these lessons, 
which are :  

● Student instructional videos are embedded into the site via Vimeo 
account. You may need to ask your school or district to whitelist 
Vimeo. 

● Access to either Google Apps or Microsoft Software programs 
for students. 

● Up to date web browser. All lessons have been tested in Chrome, 
Firefox, Edge, and Safari (desktop versions). 

● Plus a laptop or desktop computer is needed because the lessons 
are around use of keyboards with a mouse or trackpad, so ipad 
with touch screens won't work. 

● If these are all available, these lessons should work fine." 
● Do not recommend.  This is a K-5 technology curriculum aimed to 

save teachers time and increase students’ digital competency.  
Again- why do we need this?  Kids are already on devices a ton at 
home and school.  Do we need more of this?  And what are the 
K-5 students using right now? 



Middle and 
High School 

Magic School AI-Magic 
School is an AI website 
created for teachers and 
students. It has specific tools 
that teachers get to select 
for their class and give 
students access to. For 
example, in a writing unit a 
teacher can create an 
editing room that students 
have access to. The teacher 
selects which Magic School 
tools to place in the room 
like "Writing Feedback" where 
the teacher can upload the 
prompt and rubric and 
students can upload their 
writing and get feedback 
based on the resources the 
teacher has provided. There 
is also a "Literary Devices 
Tool" where Magic School 
can give students examples 

● Approve 
● Love this website.  It has many tools that can help teachers and 

students.  
● No concerns. I would like to use the tools that we learned about 

in our PD! 
● We are moving in this direction as a society, so I think it's 

important that we stay up with the times. Otherwise, the kids will 
always be steps in front of us.  

● We need to be teaching students how to use AI and preparing 
them for the future. I trust the teachers to use this as they see 
fit; no problems. 

● This is a great asset and has a ton of helpful resources for 
teachers and students alike! 

● No Issues or Concerns 
● Looks great! Love that the teacher has control over which AI 

tools the students can use.  
● no concerns 
● I see the pros and cons to this website. It needs further 

investigation, there is way to much information to get through, we 
need to actually use the site as a teacher and from a student 
angle to know how this will impact our students. We also need to 
know if the teacher intents to use the free membership or one of 
the pay options.  

● This does sound useful for middle school and high school. I can't 
say if there are any dei problems from reading the information 
provided. 

● Do not recommend.  The description of this website makes me 

https://www.magicschool.ai/


on how to work in figurative 
language in their essay. In a 
novel unit the teacher could 
create a Novel Room and 
select tools like "Character 
Chatbot" or "Text 
Summarizer" and students 
can interview fictional 
characters or read 
summaries on novel events 
they may have missed.  

wonder why do we need teachers if we’re just going to have our 
students use AI to provide them feedback on their writing?  

Highschool 
Counselors 

In Depth- Panhandle Health- 
have folder at DO for 
viewing- Class taught for 
free in place of citation from 
Law Enforcement  

● Approve 
● I like that students have the option to do this and learn from 

their mistakes.  
● no problems 
● Very trustworthy. I love Panhandle Health.  
● No Issues or Concerns 
● no concerns 
● Don’t have time to go into the district office to view this.  Do not 

recommend if they can’t make this easier for supp curriculum 
review committee members to evaluate. 

Highschool 
Counselors 

Not on Tobacco- American 
Lung Association-have binder 

● Approve 
● Great way resources to have for our students who need a 

reminder.  



at DO for viewing-Class 
taught for free in place of 
citation from Law 
Enforcement  

● no problems 
● No Issues or Concerns 
● no concerns 
● Don’t have time to go into the district office to view this.  Do not 

recommend if they can’t make this easier for supp curriculum 
review committee members to evaluate. 

Supplemental Library Books for Classroom Use 

Schools Request Concerns 

Highschool Anne of Green Gables ● One of my all time favorites! Approve! 
● Great book 
● No concerns. Great book and the play follows the book. 
● No problems--wonderful work have read 
● I have read this book and love it! No Issues or Concerns 
● Fantastic book! 
● have read no concerns 
● acceptable 
● This book is one of the best stories for getting middle school and 

high school students to love reading and also learn good life 
lessons, and I highly recommend it. 

● No concerns. 

All Schools Number the Stars" by Lois 
Lowry 

● APPROVE! 
● Very sad but great book. 
● No concerns- Wonderful book! 
● No problems--have read and no problems 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TJ2neQ3EuWzsQ3EJBeOydtFD0T0h279L/view?usp=sharing
https://www.amazon.com/Number-Stars-Lois-Lowry/dp/0547577095
https://www.amazon.com/Number-Stars-Lois-Lowry/dp/0547577095


● Great message and wonderful book.  
● I have read this book and love it! No Issues or Concerns 
● Amazing book, may be too low for high school? It's a children's 

book? 
● have read no concerns 
● acceptable 
● This book is a wonderful story on not only history, but also how 

an entire country can do the right thing and help people when 
under pressure to not help. Highly recommended for both middle 
school and high school. 

● No concerns. 

Highschool Tarzan of the Apes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

● Approve 
● I've never read this, but from what I know of it, I have no 

concerns. 
● It has been taught here for years and years; no issue and no 

problems.  
● A classic...No Issues or Concerns 
● have read no concerns 
● acceptable 
● This is a good action story for young people. One of the reviewers 

said the book does not have illustrations, but I don't know if that 
is important for classes.  

● No concerns. 

Highschool A River Runs Through It 
 
 

● Approve 
● I have not read this version. From the description it makes me 

https://www.amazon.com/Tarzan-Apes-100th-Anniversary-Collection/dp/B09RFYCG9T/ref=sr_1_5?crid=3HWTDP9A6UBQ2&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.c3AmPBeV47XOimfhgYENkUHQqzr-XBODN0TTt2ydT9IfLbGNsuSfHyd7eY-JI24RK2yqDDrNRmj4qpc_Xc8M0n0DOFHOnO18KR1aU5UdoTF7_2LdB1WsRnEats6FKSqELXBHV07umDzU7y7Dvw1dVUCZJiUWF2eowrVuKBbOFQNrJcL3bCK44D_3h-xaZvmCYVaw9S0zb4ZL0fGjD4L2yT25Mgi6qXOYMdhtemd6ota5g34V6E7abP3LT5_xCZQDKd1k5ZODpRLeRcdAHQtoMMXHtN_q_NiSi0b6u1OsCOw.-8zz5q7KOwabBU0vVsEi2JSJpWvnt_fPA9L0CP187xc&dib_tag=se&keywords=tarzan+of+the+apes+edgar+rice+burroughs&qid=1732137823&sprefix=tarzan+of+%2Caps%2C222&sr=8-5
https://www.amazon.com/River-Runs-through-Other-Stories/dp/022647206X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=36X6FFZ38Y19J&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.nb0UoLhaRiMHhYXT_YuBepOc90sdL819TT3og13p1r7SIu6nbuOO9D2RvlIvWHf4KANvrzvvLnG5KOIPRqLi3JZtibN8AsMyrhHJ2VIPlFtlgFwK4js9Ny7VAU6H9j_MXoUorqwlP45v2XPf9hv-TYykFyPxTSS5AQucmq-XJ5-583dJtjN7s8ltBmNC67PIIgzmUeBT7o4X0MICGyVDiYgWolvQ2qVK1fBK6AnKwBc.NNFesCq0bt_zmXmO_nuPSCwoJN4LhivVpEmu-ADpml0&dib_tag=se&keywords=a+river+runs+through+it+book&qid=1732137764&sprefix=a+river%2Caps%2C255&sr=8-1


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

wonder about how the author portrays the "whores". 
● Again, it has been taught here for years and years. No issues and 

no problems.  
● A story that many of our kids can relate too. Useful and must be 

kept.  
● Have not read it, but I trust the teachers. No Issues or Concerns 
● would want to read before recommending based on some reviews 

of content maybe not appropriate for kids 
● acceptable 
● This story of Montana life is told through a family living a hard 

life there in the early 1900s. It sounds like a well-written book, 
but some reviewers said if a person doesn't like fishing, it isn't 
easy to keep reading because it centers around fly fishing. I am 
not sure about it as a book for high school. 

● No concerns. 

Highschool 

The Greatest Generation 

● Approve 
● I've not read it, but I think true news stories like this have 

https://www.amazon.com/Greatest-Generation-Tom-Brokaw/dp/0812975294/ref=sr_1_1?crid=14LT5EXE849NE&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.NIQthfEQnn0PbsG991Xx5XvlUzy7XIE3geLeaPfU3XXzGVroopQePM0a_NxOBKzygQPrvatPRzOyo8gduaRXC-mJuPH1SqcnbMd632FzUTX23aKtuUnKzGdNLU2XtFn_eSoWtI5F4e96ng04jG4cttqN6MI6sFRWCn553BlOttRYwmAOHeGWsiaqi1CZ45ySFaJYEpKdEPdmf7L7rbP2LBcwTzUhNul1KJnxO1qAYxE.d9W4nNYPR7rH9YffWBLimSLlP8yTDkslyndgfJH4go4&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+greatest+generation+by+tom+brokaw&qid=1732138146&sprefix=greatest+generatio%2Caps%2C219&sr=8-1


incredible value for students and don't have any concerns. 
● Another novel that has been used forever. No issues and no 

problems 
● I have read this book and actually own it. I love it! No Issues or 

Concerns 
● have read no concerns 
● acceptable 
● This is a history-through-personal stories book, and is possibly 

good for some readers. It has mixed reviews, many saying it was 
really interesting, others saying it is not well written. I would 
probably use some other books for getting students into history, 
but it may be OK to use. 

● No concerns. 

Highschool 

The Iliad 

● Approve 
● Loved reading this- no concerns 
● A classic; no issues and no problems. It is taught nationwide; it 

would be a disservice to our students to not let them have a 
familiarity with the classics. 

● A classic for a reason. We must keep our history.  
● A classic. No Issues or Concerns 
● no concerns 
● No concerns 
● acceptable 
● This is a great classic that is good for high school, with some 

reservations. I recommend it, though there are several reviewers 
who say the story is slow paced for today's readers, one saying 

https://www.amazon.com/Iliad-Homer-Richmond-Lattimore/dp/0226470490/ref=sr_1_1?crid=258FS4O47XOJ2&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.O28UEnuommt21r0ywAgR81n4A5PDc8Ogc6Ko60S1NNKFLIRWiHrla0IE0oa7Ot4uf6WVarJH-wB593vdBXvqzJCsyqcuFwr0J_-CQjRlujIt8nHk6B9o25ruwodfMIjOYx5X4e2tQdsGvKSbaIVRmtl6Fvw-106uVrPMp2HptORZTuaRxguzEJLX5CnfOKWf3XApPU0tSlm7oaB5GxUPJHnlfyUanKh5O7YXBnlyk3M.5Rj68pQFVQCyyBXwCqHA3y7skY6eWUZt0yQlohi73nI&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+iliad+of+homer+richmond+lattimore&qid=1732138828&sprefix=iliad+homer+lattimor%2Caps%2C194&sr=8-1


that "It's a mental exercise until you get the hang of it." 
● No concerns with the Shakespeare books if it is Shakespeare's 

writings and not any accompanying notes or interpretations 
which of course now contain ridiculous 'woke' influences. 

Highschool 

Oedipus Rex 

● Approve 
● No concerns! 
● A classic; no issues and no problems. It is taught nationwide; it 

would be a disservice to our students to not let them have a 
familiarity with the classics.  

● A classic. No Issues or Concerns 
● would want to read first due to sexual content that it may 

contain 
● No concerns 
● acceptable 
● This book is more negative and depressing than what I would use 

as a student reader. But it has good reviews and is a classic, so I 
suppose teachers will want to use it. But I would not make it 
required reading. 

● No concerns with the Shakespeare books if it is Shakespeare's 
writings and not any accompanying notes or interpretations 
which of course now contain ridiculous 'woke' influences. 

Highschool 

The Tempest 

● Approve 
● Enjoyed it, no concerns. 
● A classic; no issues and no problems. It is taught nationwide; it 

would be a disservice to our students to not let them have a 

https://www.amazon.com/Oedipus-King-Sophocles/dp/0226768686/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2L5HXCRAC69WG&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.OboBmku0hjf6nsc39rZD8WOoldlYyeH6OxMFGLZwqoK2d0OEzHKT18p9VWXKfpwb2XY3Yd1pwuv08lIFwXjS3s72AnHN5UOYDtwaXjV5_GWKCYrR5lqtE14I2DaYoLmKmkqJFdaImwQKbo88GRJ7eUW-Xz-WfFxRQYzXWhJ0Hh0WC9XgnIv4UN2Vr3tbGXTEmcPhFEalISbDHVNpxVPWO4T-VxIoRGHjA0-VnRWR-Pc.v92kp3wx5KYCmeMpocc_xycyly4iDKqhKfx3qRWN1Ko&dib_tag=se&keywords=oedipus+rex+grene&qid=1732139319&sprefix=oedipus+rex+grene%2Caps%2C226&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Tempest-William-Shakespeare/dp/B09K1XCVJN/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=C62BZJXR8QA5&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.yFiVew_xY8zEI9xq0jMIbJYf6iJstfatcP0yDeadZcFjdCKYjmxPEEvzKLNrDcpvLxdt0IwvX-58pShoiXdlHD7MKstc8cTlhV6QPtRy5CS_IZYg2UcgnFaVdYFuU5MxCOcWQNXXXqhb-jInTYnNhLE51xDG7g1nf6wreezGOyLpbZZaB6Hq26NeUi5h4UDcA-mecj5bOcpOQl1lR2DS__wD153UmHyRbtQhJLrqBNY7MuI54mUsXFtZ1fx4EMtwOzWYOMUBlmluArQTWYFVDLuaknDyCICvV5DqZAwYtBM.zE9kNoi4l-ysBHDOqqePdHGRjQeroA_k2zBZgHGerwQ&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+tempest+shakespeare&qid=1732139362&sprefix=the+tempest%2Caps%2C286&sr=8-1-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1


familiarity with the classics. 
● Classic Shakespeare. No Issues or Concerns 
● no concerns 
● No concerns 
● acceptable 
● This is a typical Shakespeare comedy, with entertaining twists in 

the plot and classical writing. It can be hard to follow for some 
students, as Shakespeare's writings were always complex, and 
the writing style is from another time. It should be OK for those 
who enjoy this kind of play. 

● No concerns with the Shakespeare books if it is Shakespeare's 
writings and not any accompanying notes or interpretations 
which of course now contain ridiculous 'woke' influences. 

Highschool 

Hamlet 

● Another favorite! Approve 
● No concerns- it is definitely a classic. 
● A classic; no issues and no problems. It is taught nationwide; it 

would be a disservice to our students to not let them have a 
familiarity with the classics. I have taught this one and student 
generally love it as it is very relevant to timeless issues.  

● Classic Shakespeare. No Issues or Concerns 
● Classic Shakespeare. Can't go wrong.  
● have read no concerns 
● No concerns 
● acceptable 
● This appears to be a summary of the play. I don't know if it is for 

teaching the play itself before reading it and is to help them 

https://www.sparknotes.com/shakespeare/hamlet/summary/


understand, or if it's so students can understand the story 
without actually reading it. It's OK. 

● No concerns with the Shakespeare books if it is Shakespeare's 
writings and not any accompanying notes or interpretations 
which of course now contain ridiculous 'woke' influences. 

Highschool 

The Autobiography of Malcolm X 

● Approve 
● I think books like this need to be read.  Students need to have 

exposure to all time periods and perspectives  in order to learn 
from the past and form own options.  

● I have only read excerpts of this, not the whole thing, so I don't 
have enough information to give feedback. 

● A classic; no issues and no problems. It is taught nationwide; it 
would be a disservice to our students to not let them have a 
familiarity with the classics. 

● We can't hide our history. Keep the minds of our youth free to 
decide their our views.  

● I have not read it, but I trust the teachers. I also liked Alex 
Haley's Roots so I have No Issues or Concerns 

● no concerns 
● Do not recommend due to "His fascinating perspective on the lies 

and limitations of the American Dream, and the inherent racism 
in a society that denies its nonwhite citizens the opportunity to 
dream..."  However, I am of the belief this book will be approved so 
I strongly suggest this view be balanced with autobiographies of 
others such as Thomas Sowell, Clarence Thomas, Reverend 
Martin Luther King, Jr, Frederick Douglass, and others who 

https://www.amazon.com/Autobiography-Malcolm-Haley-Attallah-Shabazz/dp/0345902335/ref=sr_1_4?crid=DRUJ8A9Q4DDW&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.oKM_mDDSaM3M9pEap3cq8IOEI7p9LGSs9A97CDV14xC50WIyxIsdTG3ayq23vQUyaNCtlX5P6hMCcOtKSlci-6m_5-TjkWxS0Ld6R1z6HTxpKaMwCCZfWTMRRT3uH8LgvcVRJuw7jCfgTVvRZImlrAagoeJOe0jLgQwL_F_jwx_zajRrnF8sWD-vgMqjyQLSw_8jd-IEcp-rGcWC7ZpkKaYccExEQVdGK6zF-5v2fdc.4XgPLeRdYybUNI8t7ueWQpMJONU6jKKvAJTCdn83mF4&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+autobiography+of+malcolm+x&qid=1732139897&sprefix=the+autobi%2Caps%2C188&sr=8-4


overcame hardship with dignity. 
● Though I approve the reading of this book I am concerned about 

the approach a teacher would have. This book will cover a very 
concerning time our country went through, but Malcolm X did not 
have a healthy approach to dealing with it.  

● This man was a violent and angry example of where the dei ideas 
of today started. One quote from him is "'Truth is on the side of 
the oppressed.' This means that the oppressed have the truth on 
their side," another is "I see America through the eyes of the 
victim," and another is "You show me a capitalist, and I'll show 
you a bloodsucker."  I don't recommend any books by him for 
students. 

● Do not recommend.  Malcolm X believed that America is 
inherently racist and that our society denies non-white citizens 
the opportunity to dream. 

Highschool 

The Metamorphosis 

● Approve 
● I have not read this, but the description makes me want to. It 

sounds like a great book for high schoolers. 
● A classic; no issues and no problems. It is taught nationwide; it 

would be a disservice to our students to not let them have a 
familiarity with the classics. 

● Classic by Kafka. No Issues or Concerns 
● no concerns 
● No concerns 
● This is a disturbing story with little to no moral value and a 

depressing ending.  

https://www.amazon.com/Metamorphosis-Modern-Library-Classics/dp/0812985141/ref=sr_1_1?crid=28R8E68733OVR&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.jUs5hWwSx8wHg-eTXZPXc4pTTtuIKoLD8BXN6sWwamOFNzm1LTlXJv3SbGpj_1OjRgMZZ5HoX5wLVsTeXBI-WBIRjFZC53X0QWftI5Mlm8ByyK7epvxbFAdycZL84Aqf7I3kcGyPURww06TxlpquHw.uQRHxzoieMMaqHNg1hsMUZslZRPrZe9suJzCzqBk2hc&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+metamorphosis+stanley+corngold&qid=1732139808&sprefix=the+metamorphosis+corn%2Caps%2C213&sr=8-1


● This definition shows what Kafka's writing was all about: 
"extremely unpleasant, frightening, and confusing, and similar to 
situations described in the novels of Franz Kafka."  (Cambridge 
Dictionary) This existential novel is just another way to make 
life sound hopeless.  I personally do not think that such negative 
impressions are helpful for teaching high school students. 

● No concerns. 

Highschool 

Gulliver's Travels 

● Approve 
● Loved this story. No concerns. 
● A classic; no issues and no problems. It is taught nationwide; it 

would be a disservice to our students to not let them have a 
familiarity with the classics. 

● I have read this book. No Issues or Concerns 
● no concerns 
● No concerns 
● acceptable 
● These stories are humorous, interesting, and classic, as well as 

being a hidden commentary on political situations of the time. 
Recommended. 

● No concerns. 

Highschool 

The Hound of the Baskervilles 

● Approve 
● I have not read this story, but I have read other Sherlock 

Holmes stories and have no concerns. 
● A classic; no issues and no problems. It is taught nationwide; it 

would be a disservice to our students to not let them have a 

https://www.amazon.com/Gullivers-Travels-Jonathan-Swift/dp/B0882LRLCY/ref=sr_1_2_sspa?crid=3AX191G32EA5K&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.SchB-vZyc6jtRrdVFCx8E_S30gdDPjMWiL2uX7eSKyqStmpsmN_XzVhVEgOkBa-i3bB4NYuKn9G621kVusq_6f9p-lBynkTYFEM9RWAABZIFfYKPiNZBN0VgDMf2WVET30rwGZILDNNmHFOIRg1wDaTsJ27u8W3IY2EM6AxcZAjD3V8BxHF78zYoqeDfcnCgoA-MWdMp6hT1C7xZXjTK4EjYmSl-ysfC1hpPJwa9t-I.PSJC8Xn1YHD9nBZowyZdC7hDwBw1SyO3ozZ2fI-uj7Q&dib_tag=se&keywords=Gulliver%27s+Travels&qid=1739207723&s=books&sprefix=gulliver%27s+travels%2Cstripbooks%2C241&sr=1-2-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Hound-Baskervilles-Sherlock-Holmes/dp/1998753212/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=O5ZUSSHM1HBC&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Bx7rmK1WzGPHGGY-MXPo9k849jlJt_de34tRVvultq1AZfMkTKkA1uNus4vwCpTNyGExVzcqXJaHtmYYKa2-PEJ1a-AN8caiWxB8DFP99w_p54Yo2HgOQjrTAKlfO7lKrZv7egp8ELyKEgGtv5xd72bopeUth1H8lroLmY5bQIyFc4LnmUyUey8b8-78B3KR25if8kWfzQOfUfa_yeyPiK58NRfhz1dxU2Gisj9dWxA.suykuooU050nG6V-Ei7WlCFJwvP7VAqj6iRIRyj9FOo&dib_tag=se&keywords=The+Hound+of+the+Baskervilles&qid=1739207686&s=books&sprefix=the+hound+of+the+baskervilles%2Cstripbooks%2C233&sr=1-1-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1


familiarity with the classics. 
● I have read this book. No Issues or Concerns 
● have read- no concerns 
● No concerns 
● acceptable 
● This is a classic Sherlock Holmes story. It should be fine for 

most students. One reviewer wrote that it is not a graphic novel, 
but I don't know if that is needed for high school anyway. The 
description of the book claims that "This edition also includes an 
in-depth literary critique of the classic text analyzing what 
makes the fictional writings of Dr. John Watson, Sherlock 
Holmes’ lifelong friend and scribe, endure." If true, this could be 
a good reference tool for students. 

● No concerns. 

Highschool 

Great Ghost Stories 

● Approve 
● I have not read this. 
● No problems. This looks like a harmless and fun set of stories 

for students. I am sure the teacher has a wonderful lesson plan 
for them.  

● I have not read this book, but I trust the teachers. No Issues or 
Concerns 

● no concerns 
● I wasn't able to find of copy of this to read, so I relied on 

reviews on Amazon.  My biggest concern is the comments that 
mention the poor quality of editing.  Do we want to put poor 
examples of writing/editing in front of our students?  Is there 

https://www.amazon.com/Great-Ghost-Stories-Terrifying-Tales/dp/1435162315/ref=sr_1_1?crid=36Y05X8P8EZTU&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.uV-B-zYTxtVhhs3UkxinFWPRwEi5hQ2pP5e-iHVkhLBtyhMoPIvWi5cmchJSy3ko1QwMgITw-aJfJzAl3qp6_HdEhkW1XLI_Aa-Asux9rgUDrvxkn1oOZqQKfcjhCss909C5mPEKceUTbaSFFjpsNfYAqoDkxtQITqvCbAVO-MUHWkkNP4Cu2M8LeG7-ZHopUV9QCcO5k9lJaqvXxFMnzB6xIyUhGLCptMuLjJzOuEM.jDuhytM5BP5zacPgOhQOdilFQUPd4g1RzyEHbVxL7xI&dib_tag=se&keywords=Great+Ghost+Stories&qid=1739207655&s=books&sprefix=great+ghost+stories%2Cstripbooks%2C223&sr=1-1


another book that will meet the need of the teacher that is 
better written? 

● There is no value in this book of 101 ghost stories. It is also very 
difficult to find information about the substance and 
appropriateness of the stories within the pages.  

● Some reviewers wrote that this edition has many errors and 
"sloppy, lazy editing." I am not sure if the school may want to find 
a different edition, but some reviewers said the stories are 
really good (if a person likes ghost stories).  

● No concerns but this is a low quality book.  

Highschool 

King Lear 

● Approve 
● Another great classic. No concerns. 
● A classic; no issues and no problems. It is taught nationwide; it 

would be a disservice to our students to not let them have a 
familiarity with the classics. 

● Classic Shakespeare. No Issues or Concerns 
● no concerns 
● No concerns 
● acceptable 
● This is another classic Shakespeare play, but one with more than 

average violence and pain. It would not be one that I would 
choose to teach, but it may be good for some students to see views 
of graphic pain and anger.  

● No concerns with the Shakespeare books if it is Shakespeare's 
writings and not any accompanying notes or interpretations 
which of course now contain ridiculous 'woke' influences. 

https://www.amazon.com/King-Lear-Folger-Shakespeare-Library/dp/074348276X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=4KE8RXLE54AR&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.nD1z2II3aiR1HR3GsJLtlOXAkXULWa7hMGWVOLUzBas6utVLqH3PIbYuHUwlk84x-7xHTJv3GnAI_ShHVQnKCXN2RZm4bn5lNWY40hiHhrM5MgiHwn1KmJtt5Qy_nX8H4-e28wVIkpOplTt6r0ERA11IVOpnAG9tYCCt4s4IV_9ypUibtR3xYUhzTG2iG2SOaZSGYkV3zdmY5bkeF4gT0ZeC5uwQnx-DzO6xf1F5OyQ.pGIBmOgTF40BSaLZsgHNtKQ26yZ-fBNNiMbbK54KQAo&dib_tag=se&keywords=king+lear+shakespeare&qid=1732139726&sprefix=king+lear%2Caps%2C225&sr=8-1


Highschool 

Taming of the Shrew 

● Approve 
● I've not read it, but have no concerns 
● A classic; no issues and no problems. It is taught nationwide; it 

would be a disservice to our students to not let them have a 
familiarity with the classics. 

● One of my favorite Shakespeare works. No Issues or Concerns 
●  
● no concerns 
● No concerns 
● acceptable 
● This sounds like a good introduction to Shakespeare, funny and 

easy to follow, plus with notes and an introduction. Some people 
said that two of the acts are not included, though, and I am not 
sure if that would work to teach the story. Possibly recommended 
if the missing acts are not needed for the lessons. 

● Shakespeare is great unless the accompanying notes are by or 
influenced by Folger’s Farah Karim-Cooper. Who wrote endlessly 
about “decolonizing” Shakespeare and lead Folger recently. Get 
the public domain versions of Shakespeare, they’re cheaper and 
free of lefty commentary. 

● No concerns with the Shakespeare books if it is Shakespeare's 
writings and not any accompanying notes or interpretations 
which of course now contain ridiculous 'woke' influences. 

Highschool 

As You Like It 

● Approve 
● Read it a long time ago- No concerns 
● A classic; no issues and no problems. It is taught nationwide; it 

https://www.amazon.com/Taming-Shrew-William-Shakespeare/dp/B08FP9XH5B/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=BLXPS6POVIJT&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.GEuuGUqv5CjOUS4kK1xKDsBQCAAVqdiIda9uYodoZlMYhL_Q_efDaNI8u7izo7N73plvAp-aLQMdRb7dqCpgsfLMR9fSpX42iYrD6-ffFxgi8mlSSXim8Uzn0Eb002wgTqdH17vwNFKYAFWtQ9eBPTEUC5hfAXPXFPtJMkEKHgN6c-3oHns4yN1TT16oM4oxDbMgf-7OYVsKrOtoP7g61WXiprDkyWZcbtEx5MRMMpA.E4YE7bqmX2gvoA545nf6VRcCAAj3fh90uPrLRlZOteI&dib_tag=se&keywords=Taming+of+the+Shrew&qid=1739207630&s=books&sprefix=taming+of+the+shrew%2Cstripbooks%2C234&sr=1-1-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1
https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/As-You-Like-It/William-Shakespeare/Folger-Shakespeare-Library/9781982109400


would be a disservice to our students to not let them have a 
familiarity with the classics. 

● Classic Shakespeare. No Issues or Concerns 
● no concerns 
● No concerns 
● acceptable 
● This Shakespeare play sounds like it has lots of notes and 

summaries, which might make it better than just the play for 
students to study. I am not sure what the "modern perspectives 
on the play" would teach, though. I can't recommend it further 
without looking at the actual edition to see what the 
commentaries are.  

● Shakespeare is great unless the accompanying notes are by or 
influenced by Folger’s Farah Karim-Cooper. Who wrote endlessly 
about “decolonizing” Shakespeare and lead Folger recently. Get 
the public domain versions of Shakespeare, they’re cheaper and 
free of lefty commentary. 

● No concerns with the Shakespeare books if it is Shakespeare's 
writings and not any accompanying notes or interpretations 
which of course now contain ridiculous 'woke' influences. 

Highschool 

Othello 

● Approve 
● Read it- No concerns 
● A classic; no issues and no problems. It is taught nationwide; it 

would be a disservice to our students to not let them have a 
familiarity with the classics. 

● Classic Shakespeare. No Issues or Concerns 

https://www.amazon.com/Othello-Folger-Shakespeare-Library-William/dp/1501146297/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2AG1GTFBAVOQD&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.v98TBiMFEHjPEIj2zC24vCkaZ07sgw4mCRNpziadIZepTnusMcPfQaR1ZaVQnpxwGT9hpxO_vdO3RhOFie8zVxR5mrPMePlQcrn3FCj2jcmGc7UEE6CHZbhQZMCzkmcyMIHCBBV-KT6uaqMMz9VWfh4jtM_34HPujD7l78K-1DULzbymUZyD0LzjxUSl3xIVELgXIgN8lYih1lcqdmCVP7JgGYJruni7rq10Ip4mang.U8yczMUfn4R_7Tb9pFibA-TDb1auqV4VMjcxnJI4ULY&dib_tag=se&keywords=Othello&qid=1739207585&s=books&sprefix=othello%2Cstripbooks%2C233&sr=1-1


● Again, classic Shakespeare.  
● no concerns 
● No concerns 
● acceptable 
● This is one of Shakespeare's tragedies, which can be depressing 

and hard to get through for some young people. As a classic, it is 
definitely attractive to teach for those who want students to be 
widely read. I would recommend it for a book not required, so the 
students who could have trouble with it would have an 
alternative. 

● Shakespeare is great unless the accompanying notes are by or 
influenced by Folger’s Farah Karim-Cooper. Who wrote endlessly 
about “decolonizing” Shakespeare and lead Folger recently. Get 
the public domain versions of Shakespeare, they’re cheaper and 
free of lefty commentary. 

● No concerns with the Shakespeare books if it is Shakespeare's 
writings and not any accompanying notes or interpretations 
which of course now contain ridiculous 'woke' influences. 

Highschool 

Beowolf 

● Approve 
● I haven't read this, so I can't give an opinion. 
● A classic; no issues and no problems. It is taught nationwide; it 

would be a disservice to our students to not let them have a 
familiarity with the classics. Students generally like this novel. 

● I have read this book. No Issues or Concerns 
● have read no concerns 
● No concerns 

https://www.amazon.com/Beowulf/dp/1935814206/ref=sr_1_2_sspa?crid=3M98PWLVT8PS4&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.2orYl43kowdj4oZuaHqk1aOEMYntxv644pQ1404ePDvdNcwErcB27MZY4X-EMbvlSSFU4487U1Q6G-ECSVsSIbYAUYwIbuFWe7D6RlxXfrA_nvxy0-w2LbfSsLCXJrK_g3GiBkzXPv_jGZQXC0ufJ4QvyNS4-BLibPfqiZquUo7mfa3rR_gD_1LF3_fY33CV9YvckO1dQBfn98U_EcDlWbm0lwTR4GkmFATXQTWfmaM.fdou1Jn8j6Q63OEJfLzNF2h1odHUUTm0rUU4W5FN11w&dib_tag=se&keywords=beowulf&qid=1739207544&s=books&sprefix=beowolf%2Cstripbooks%2C222&sr=1-2-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1


● acceptable 
● "This is a very old and renowned classic and, though definitely an 

interesting historical and literary text, I don't know if this is the 
best translation. Several reviewers of this edition complained 
about the format. One said, ""For those of you buying this for a 
school related program it is hard to read and understand, 
unless you have extensive knowledge in Old English Language. The 
text itself is the full version. If you are looking for a good read, 
wanted to try out a new book genre, do NOT start with this book. 
It is not meant for anyone except those who need it for a certain 
project or an avid reader of the Epic Poems (such as the 
Odyssey).""  

● If the students are supposed to study Old English, this may be a 
good text, but if not, a good standard version is available that is 
translated by  J.R.R. Tolkien (along with three other good stories 
composed or translated by him). This is what I would recommend. 

● https://www.amazon.com/Beowulf-Translation-Commentary-J-R
-R-Tolkien-ebook/dp/B00J3V9PTO/ref=sr_1_1?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.
QbRHLyzzxEbw-ldhc4D6LWIOxtLQhlwitnE2NX8_PsxxKQfpuBFzPdy
AUALOw4GF5wOiQ5TK7PVURYMq4-cu8l4RFX9hI5dVNq0JwW4v
do3-xBmXASwPJht7z2xzM--zIgryvfiUUQKIXSJC7qlUKFZMtU-M
FrCe3Qc8kNgxLKODDhEvlNphryh3BNKXbuHzP1N4mRUveR9KgMB
HhDd2awoelZIWPCQ3LikXbNsjgm0.8fk06tRo4CxxwtnmGbsian26-
wZAEhpglZpNyLVN1FM&dib_tag=se&keywords=beowulf+tolkien&qi
d=1740270678&s=books&sr=1-1" 

● A classic, consider JRR Tolkien’s translation  
● No concerns. 



Highschool 

A Pair of Silk Stockings and Other 
Short Stories 

● Approve 
● I don't know enough to give feedback, but worry about the 

miscegenation if it is prevalent throughout all of the stories, or 
just the one. 

● A classic; no issues and no problems. It is taught nationwide; it 
would be a disservice to our students to not let them have a 
familiarity with the classics. 

● I have read this book. No Issues or Concerns 
● not enough information in the reviews I read, I would want to 

read before recommending 
● Without reading this book, do not recommend; the author's 

previous book, "The Awakening", deals with multiple extra marital 
affairs and ultimately, suicide. It was removed from the author's 
hometown library, to be returned later.    Haven't been able to 
access a copy without creating an online account which I don't 
want to do. 

● acceptable 
● The author of this book of short stories was considered an early 

feminist and rebel against social and personal morality, and 
though her writing style was good enough to draw people into 
the stories, I do not recommend the book for highschool students. 

● No issues  
● Do not recommend.  I don't trust Lakeland to have this book.  This 

is a book of short stories.  One, "Desiree's Baby" is a story about 
a baby born that is "not white" and how the mother and baby are 
rejected by their father and ultimately the mother walks out 
into the bayou and is never seen again.  It deals with racism and 

https://www.amazon.com/Stockings-Other-Stories-Thrift-Editions/dp/0486292649/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3H59TU0YQKPR7&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.cfkQhioMiNPRbjuGfRs1Id7KZSr-5DEPaqUqIyzklmUyVWNUdkki_dVLsvioBr9jdEoeXB6CtnBM5ele-Sb8IFzFQB7MpixmP2NmlL5MdLsIDypzFkq-6cUB5Ueg_bzoR1ghpthznEPVbshGWhWQyQ.jRXdflp3f5v2okmI2dtpAg_2X8rNTuCPsZDHnW7J01s&dib_tag=se&keywords=A+Pair+of+Silk+Stockings+and+Other+Short+Stories&qid=1739207512&s=books&sprefix=a+pair+of+silk+stockings+and+other+short+stories%2Cstripbooks%2C233&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Stockings-Other-Stories-Thrift-Editions/dp/0486292649/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3H59TU0YQKPR7&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.cfkQhioMiNPRbjuGfRs1Id7KZSr-5DEPaqUqIyzklmUyVWNUdkki_dVLsvioBr9jdEoeXB6CtnBM5ele-Sb8IFzFQB7MpixmP2NmlL5MdLsIDypzFkq-6cUB5Ueg_bzoR1ghpthznEPVbshGWhWQyQ.jRXdflp3f5v2okmI2dtpAg_2X8rNTuCPsZDHnW7J01s&dib_tag=se&keywords=A+Pair+of+Silk+Stockings+and+Other+Short+Stories&qid=1739207512&s=books&sprefix=a+pair+of+silk+stockings+and+other+short+stories%2Cstripbooks%2C233&sr=1-1


gender inequality and I think there are teachers in our district 
with bad intentions who would use this book to show how racist 
America is and to attempt to warp our children's minds. 

Highschool 

The Last of the Mohicans 

● Approve 
● Great book, limited concerns in that there is a lot of graphic 

description of the violence. I would suggest letting parents know 
before reading, but it should be used as an option for reading. 

● A classic; no issues and no problems. It is taught nationwide; it 
would be a disservice to our students to not let them have a 
familiarity with the classics. 

● Classic James Fenimore Cooper. No Issues or Concerns 
● have read no concerns 
● No concerns 
● acceptable 
● A classic tale by James Fenimore Cooper that will get students 

drawn into in history by the great characters and stories of 
bravery and heroism. It also shows the nobility of Native 
Americans. Good descriptions of the way people lived and thought. 
This version may have language that is hard to follow for 
today's readers, but is worth the work to read. Recommended. 

● No issues other than… it’s violent  
● No concerns. 

Highschool 

Young Goodman Brown and Other 
Short Stories 

● Approve 
● I have not read the stories mentioned in the summary, so no 

feedback for this one. 

https://www.amazon.com/Last-Mohicans-narrative-1757-ebook/dp/B0083ZXXIA/ref=sr_1_2?crid=1HIYUQM4JJIRB&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.ttBzSiKIS1ttC72XRkp_IikTFcQJZ4da-4pS43Y-s53RsV5dRnM9BOl5VZ8SpMbPBuk2gGtbOoq3_-15e8tlBVR4oC3RkvB-h0cfIvk5koJb2LERqKIuq-97XPVFfpauvACYyPh5lYADWE8TE1LrhMw0zLjp2SPVuFz14cayCYjfZC2SJO_yCztNfhcS5KJMzzxFz7pNppPv-RHzQmaRPYazYByJrTNZVNLgGst3f5g.FOZAhcj_5hr0ygtKr0IWC93l9BL55mF-dwz-V-uvZmc&dib_tag=se&keywords=The+Last+of+the+Mohicans&qid=1739207467&s=books&sprefix=the+last+of+the+mohicans%2Cstripbooks%2C257&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Young-Goodman-Stories-Thrift-Editions/dp/0486270602/ref=sr_1_1?crid=352KSJY4MISY5&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Rk3s8DFMoLkU-batxlOcCj3PvoV9J7sdQdSGW9GjNDw6mAhvlrc_aEUqytiHy0LPAzYRep21L0GaD8IAADt1Ne6tvzX6AEEnWO30z8aOdP8m--tAx3ee-AZ0Yr0JcabP4RbzhvgJ36w1bNe5hbQNZClJsQ0cbg_NprW8D1W1xwr5ilJUmxEwGuPNQeeKwEzcXjyT55XZbVEWE7hEEvE29w.Z6E3Zg3zeBfyEf5O_fctLWTwb0O3YndptEVY3AuhgyA&dib_tag=se&keywords=Young+Goodman+Brown+and+Other+Short+Stories&qid=1739207427&s=books&sprefix=young+goodman+brown+and+other+short+stories%2Cstripbooks%2C248&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Young-Goodman-Stories-Thrift-Editions/dp/0486270602/ref=sr_1_1?crid=352KSJY4MISY5&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Rk3s8DFMoLkU-batxlOcCj3PvoV9J7sdQdSGW9GjNDw6mAhvlrc_aEUqytiHy0LPAzYRep21L0GaD8IAADt1Ne6tvzX6AEEnWO30z8aOdP8m--tAx3ee-AZ0Yr0JcabP4RbzhvgJ36w1bNe5hbQNZClJsQ0cbg_NprW8D1W1xwr5ilJUmxEwGuPNQeeKwEzcXjyT55XZbVEWE7hEEvE29w.Z6E3Zg3zeBfyEf5O_fctLWTwb0O3YndptEVY3AuhgyA&dib_tag=se&keywords=Young+Goodman+Brown+and+Other+Short+Stories&qid=1739207427&s=books&sprefix=young+goodman+brown+and+other+short+stories%2Cstripbooks%2C248&sr=1-1


● A classic; no issues and no problems. It is taught nationwide; it 
would be a disservice to our students to not let them have a 
familiarity with the classics. 

● Love Nathaniel Hawthorne! No Issues or Concerns 
● no concerns 
● No concerns 
● acceptable 
● This collection of Nathaniel Hawthorne stories is OK for high 

school, and some students will enjoy it, while some may find the 
older language hard to follow. His writer's voice and use of 
subtle symbolism are intriguing, but some of the language of the 
time might make it harder for some students to get into.  
Nevertheless, it is a classic that is worth teaching. 

● No issues  
● No concerns. 

Highschool 

Narrative of Sojourner Truth 

● Approve 
● I've only read excerpts, but they have all been great. No concerns 

with what I have read. 
● A classic; no issues and no problems. It is taught nationwide; it 

would be a disservice to our students to not let them have a 
familiarity with the classics. 

● I have not read this book, but I trust the teachers. No Issues or 
Concerns 

● no concerns 
● No concerns 
● acceptable 

https://www.amazon.com/Narrative-Sojourner-Truth-Penguin-Classics/dp/0140436782/ref=asc_df_0140436782?tag=bingshoppinga-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=80539281984669&hvnetw=o&hvqmt=e&hvbmt=be&hvdev=c&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=&hvtargid=pla-4584138858195171&psc=1


 

● This story is an important lesson on slavery and the 
mistreatment of people who happened to be a different color 
from earlier times in the USA. As long as it's not used as a way 
to promote DEI, it will be good for students to understand the 
wrongs done in those days and how hard it was for those who 
fought against slavery.  

● Nell Irvin Painter? The race-obsessed lady who believes that 
“whiteness” is a social construct and wrote the incredibly racist 
“A History of White People”? This book definitely does not belong 
in Lakeland Curriculum. 

● Do not recommend.  Nell Irvin Painter argues that whiteness is a 
social construct, not a biological fact. In her book "The History 
of White People," she traces the evolution of the concept of 
whiteness from ancient times to the present, showing how it has 
been shaped by cultural, social, and political factors rather 
than inherent biological differences. 
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