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News
to share?

Quizanswer:JohnwasabackupsingeronTom
Jones’1967song“I’llNeverFallInLoveAgain”and
playedpianoforthe1969Holliessong“HeAin’tHeavy,
He’sMyBrother,”forwhichhewaspaid12pounds.

In October 1988 at the original WKIO
K-104, Eric Rannebarger, manager Jeff
Balding and I did the first of our live
radio broadcasts from London.
Thanks to TWA and American Airlines

promotions, doing our morning show
from the U.K. became an annual event

through the 1990s.
I always had a full suitcase coming home from

those broadcasts, full of CDs not available in the U.S.,
U.K. pop-music books and cassettes of British radio
that I recorded.

Two radio presenters caught my ear in
the early ’90s: Eamonn Kelly at Capi-
tal Radio and Brian Matthew at BBC
Radio 2. Today, Kelly presents on Smooth
Radio and Smooth Country. Matthew,
who passed in 2017, hosted a Saturday-
morning BBC Show called “Sounds of the
’60s.” It was a masterfully written show
full of great music and trivia. I learned
something amazing from every show.

When streaming radio exploded in the
mid-’90s, it was a delight to be able to get
my British radio fix anytime I wanted.

Which brings me to our quiz question
(thanks to Matthew): Name the first two
Top 5 songs in the ’60s in which Elton
John was a participant. Answer at the
end of the column.

Wanna learn more about Elton?
So, what’s my favorite E.J. read? “Elton John, All

The Songs. The story behind every track” is a book
that took me a while to read. Each of the 607 pages
has so many details on every recording, even down to
who the tape operator and mastering engineer was.
Written by French journalists/radio hosts Romuald
Ollivier and Olivier Roubin, it’s the ultimate deep dive
on E.J.’s studio career.

Rockin’ the boat
Since I am semi-retired, I’m not in our office very

much. But a couple of weeks ago, I got drawn into what
was apparently a multi-day discussion about yacht rock
from the 1970s and ’80s.

I eventually re-read a book by Greg Prato, an oral
history of the soft and smooth sounds of that era, “The
Yacht Rock Book.” It included a fascinating set of in-
terviews with dozens of musicians who helped shape
the sound. Looking back, I never imagined that genre
would have the staying power it has seen.

The thing I appreciate about music is that no two
people have the exact same music appetite day in and
day out.

Take 2
Lots of feedback from my most recent column on

country radio. I had forgotten that Ann Rhoton, host
for the last quarter century of WDWS’ “Standard
Time,” was part of the WIAI team in the ’80s. She
was a DJ, promotions director and music director
during her tenure.

Rhoton also reminded me that WRTL-AM in Ran-
toul went country for a period of time after WCCR
changed to a Big Band format. Ann met her husband
of 40 years, Scott, while the two of them were air per-
sonalities at WRTL.

Mitch Kazel emailed: “Mark Heimberger and I
were the entire WCCR-AM news department. At that
time, WILL-AM was promoting themselves as ‘Down-
state Illinois Largest News Team.’ Mark and I (both
6-foot-4) started promoting ourselves as ‘Downstate
Illinois Tallest News Team.’”
Mark Anderson wrote: “Joe Rider was the spark

that ignited my passion for radio broadcasting. Back
in 1952, as a kid living near Race and California in Ur-
bana, I’d ride my bike out to WKID. Joe, a true gentle-
man, invited me to read the weather on air during his
record show. That was it — I was hooked. My dream
was to be on the radio, and about ten years later, it
came true with a morning drive show in Chicago.”
More on Rider in the weeks to come thanks to peo-

ple like Marvin Lee reaching out to me.
I was surprised at the number of people who recalled

1160 WJJD, mentioning so many of their air person-
alities from decades ago: “Honest” John Trotter, Roy
Stingley, Stan Scott, Mark Edwards and Art Nelson.
The air staff was called “The Western Gentlemen” and
wore string ties at station personal appearances.

I look forward to your questions, comments and
ideas. Thanks!

Radio personality Mike Haile’s column publishes every other
Thursday in The News-Gazette. Reach him at mitm@whms.com
or by texting 217-351-9797.

MIKE HAILE: RECORDS & RADIO

Trips to London
still hit home today
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In her five years teaching third
grade at Rantoul’s Pleasant Acres
Elementary School, Delores Lloyd
has provided value to both her co-
workers and students.

Lloyd “works really hard to estab-
lish positive relationships with her
scholars and their families,” Principal
Samantha Sebestik said. “She cre-
ates a fun learning environment and
is always looking for ways to provide
meaningful, hands-on learning ex-
periences for her scholars. Ms. Lloyd
is also a wonderful mentor to some
teachers in our building. We are so
grateful for Ms. Lloyd’s dedicated to
education and Pleasant Acres!”

I find my work important be-
cause ... I get the privilege of
supporting parents in the academic
and social-emotional growth of their
child. Children come to school with
a wealth of experiences and knowl-
edge. As a teacher, I get to partner
with parents. Together, we foster
knowledge while facilitating connec-
tions and experiences that promote
academic growth. This academic
growth becomes the foundation for
which more complex learning occurs.

I became a teacher because ...
I did not want others to have the ex-
periences I had in school, longing to
be in the one and only second-grade
classroom in the building that was
taught by a Black woman. In fact, I
went through elementary, middle
and high school without having ever
been taught by a minority teacher.

I was, however, lucky enough to be
assigned to a Black female guidance
counselor the first year she was
employed in my high school during
my junior year. Her name was Cheryl
Box, and she helped put me on the
path to higher education.

My favorite or most unique
lesson that I teach is ... I cannot
narrow it down to one or two. I en-
joy lessons surrounding the holidays
and studying holiday celebrations
around the world. Additionally,
my students learn economics as
they earn Lloyd bucks for jobs and
student responsibilities in and out of
the classroom. This economic system
includes saving money to purchase
privileges such as: no homework for
a day, bring a stuffy to school, dance
party with the teacher and a friend,
to name a few. The students really
enjoy this. Each week, they receive
their paycheck and are required to
add how much they have earned for
the week. They also use their funds
to pay rent once a month.

My most fulfilling moments on
the job are when ... my current
students tell me, “this was the best
day everrr.” This is something they
say quite often. It is also fulfilling to

have my former students come to
my classroom each morning. On oc-
casions, my former students will tell
me about a project or activity that
we did when they were in my class
that was memorable to them.

I keep students engaged by ...
providing hands-on experiences,
including classroom cooking. Gener-
ally, our cooking revolves around a
project we are working on. With most
projects, I build the connection it has
to the real world and or careers.

Something else I’m passionate
about is ... reading and advocating
for the students and families in the
district. I am also passionate about
building relationships with families
and celebrating students inside and
outside of school.

My favorite teacher and sub-
ject to study in school was ... I did
not have a favorite teacher when
I was in school. It wasn’t until my
student-teaching experience with a
third-grade teacher at Wiley Ele-
mentary School in Urbana, Barb
Gillespie-Washington, that I identi-
fied a favorite teacher. She not only
became my favorite teacher but also
helped me realize my love of science
and the kind of teacher I wanted to
be once I got my own classroom.

If I weren’t a teacher, I would
be ... a lawyer because I like to read
and engage in debates.

— ANTHONY ZILIS

Teacher of the Week: Delores Lloyd, third grade, Pleasant Acres Elementary, Rantoul
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Know of a superstar?
Email Teacher of the Week
nominations to Anthony Zilis
at azilis@news-gazette.com.


