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Ms Lisa Troutl 
Texas Advisory Board *..,, 
National Counc~l  on 81ble C u r r i c b I ~ n  in Public Schools 
10595 Strait Lane 
Oalias Texas 75229  

/ i  Dear Ms Troul!, 

1 I Thank you lor your e l l e i  dated July 2, 2003, regarding Bible course curriculum. 

1 Tke Texas Essenlial K r # o w l e d ~ e  znd Skills (TEKS) were approved by lhe  State Board of 
I E d u c a l ~ o n  I V  1997 and ~ rnp le rnen ted  in Ihe schools In Texas In fall 1998. Two courses in / !h,e TEKS are avalable under which disliicts may choose to offer curriculum such er your 

Bible course curr~culum. I I  woulr  be  a local dlstrict decision, of course, but innovalive 
course approval would not be necessary if distrlcts choose to offer currlculum such as 
yours In the lollowing ol,:o eslablished courses. 

S ~ e c i a I  Topics in Soc~al-Studies; TAC 61 13.38, Social Studies. In this 
course, stcldenls are prcvided \he opportunily to apply the knowledge 
and skills of !he socia! sciences (o a veriety of lopics and issues, 
rncluding !he use of critical thinking, problem-solving, and decislon- 
making skills. Upon successful completion of the course, students are 
awarded one-nalf unit !sf credlt. There are currently four PElMS 
numbers for lhis course, so studenls may take t h ~ s  course with different 
conLen1 !or a .i.!axirnurn of two credits. 

i ~ l e r a r y  Genres, TAC 6: 10.51, Enqlish Lanauaae A f l ~ .  In this course, 
sluoer-ls spend lime analyzing the fictional and poetic elements of 
! l !eiary t e x t s  3 ~ d  r e a d  (o appreciale Ihe writer's craft. High school 
scucenfs d~sccve r  how  ell-written literary lexl  can serve as models for 
inelf own ;urll:ng Hlgt- school sludenls respond to lexls through such 
var~ed avenues a s  !aik, prlnl, and electronic formals lo connect their 
knowledge o f  \he warid with the texl being read. Sludenls may  be 
awaided one.n;.lf or one creclll for Ihe course. 1 

I i 
( ; hope 1'1s i n l c r r n a t o ~  is he l7 f l .  la you as you work with school districts that choose to 
1 1  r s e  your c ~ r r l c j l u r n  in  their sc"rols 
I I 

Geraldr-ie ' T ~ n c y  Millei Cha~ f  
Slate Board o l  E d u m  Ic;n 


