
Wharton County Junior College

RESOLUTION POSTPONING THE MAY 2,2O2O TRUSTEE ELECTION
AND CONTAINING OTIIER PROVISIONS RELATING THERETO

COUNTY OF WHARTON

$

$

$

Whereas, on January 31,2020, the United States Secretary of Health and Human Services
declared a public health emergency in the United States, and on March 13,2020, the President of
the United States declared the outbreak and spread of COVID-I9 in the United States a national
emergency;

Whereas, on March 13,2020, Texas Governor Greg Abbott declared a state of disaster for all
counties in Texas due to the eminent threat posed by COVID-19;

Whereas, on March 18,2020, Govemor Abbott issued a proclamation suspending Sections
41.0052 (a) and (b), 31 .093, 42.0621 (c) of the Texas Education Code and Section 49.103 of the
Texas Water Code to allow govemmental entities utilizing the May 2, 2020 uniform election
date to postpone their elections to the November 3, 2020 uniform election date (Exhibit A,
attached);

Whereas, on March 23,2020, the Board of Trustees of the Wharton County Junior College
("Board") approved a resolution calling a general election of trustees to be held on May 2,2020,
for the purpose of electing three trustees for regular terms;

Whereas, the Board chooses to exercise the authority granted by Govemor Abbott's
proclamation to postpone its May 2020 election; and
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STATE OF TEXAS

Whereas, on January 30, 2020, the World Health Organization declared the outbreak and
spread of the novel coronavirus that causes COVID-I9 a public health emergency of
intemational concem, and on March 11,2020 publicly characterized the spread of COVID-I9 as
a pandemic;



Whereas, the Board finds that it is in the public interest to postpone its May 2020 election in
order to limit the spread of coVID-I9; comply with federal, state and local recommendations
conceming the size of public gatherings; and promote conscientious health choices, including
individual quarantines as may be necessary.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD:

1. All the above referenced paragraphs are incorporated into and made a part of this
Order

2. The Wharton County Junior College's May 2,2020 election is hereby postponed
until November 3, 2020. This Order effectuates a one-time postponement of the College's May
2020 general trustee election and does not authorize a permanent change to the College's regular
trustee election date.

3. The Administration will present an amended election order to the Board for
adoption on or before August 17, 2020, reflecting any amended timelines, locations, and,/or other
modifications required for conducting an election on the November 2020 uniform election date.

4. Current Wharton County Junior College trustees with terms expiring in May 2020
shall hold over until the November 3, 2020 election, pursuant to Article XVI, Section 17 of the
Texas Constitution.

5. Applications for a place on the ballot submitted on or before February 14,2020,
will remain valid for the November 3, 2020 election; the filing period for applying for a place on
the ballot will not be re-opened for the November election date.

6. Applications for a ballot by mail (ABBMs) timely filed for the May 2, 2020
election that were marked "annual" will remain valid for the November 3.2020 election.

7. Single-use ABBMs that were timely filed for the May 2,2020 election and based
on being over the age of 65 or disability will remain valid for the November 3,2020 election.

8. Single-use ABBMs submitted for the May 2, 2020 election based on expected
absence fiom the county will not be valid for the November 3,2020 election.

9. Major relevant deadlines for the November 3,2020 election include:

a. Voter Registration Deadline: October 5,2020

b. Deadline to lile an ABBM October 23, 2020

This
March

c. Early Voting

d. Election Day

Order was passed, adopted and approved

October 19, 2020- October 30, 2020

November 3, 2020

day of
2020

on this the 2kd
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President
Board of Trustees,
Wharton County Junior College

Secretary
Board of Trustees,
Wharton County Junior College

Page 3 of3



A Foclanation suspctrdiog Scctioos 41.m52(E) ard O) of thc Tcxas Elcction Codc ard
Scction 49.103 of thc Tcxas Watcr Code to the cxtcnt necassary to allow political
subdivisions that would othcrwisc hold clcctioDs on May 2, 2020, to movc thsirgcncral
asd special clcctions for 2020 only to thc oext uniform clcctiotr rtatc, occurring on
Novcmbcr 3, 2020, without oth€rwis€ adjusting thc tcrm of officc, 8nd suspcnding
Sections 31.093 aod 42.0621(c) of thc Tcxas Elcction Codc to the extcnt rcccssary to
rcquirc all couoty clcctim oflicers, if rcqucstcd by an affcctcd political subdivision, to
ctrtcr iolo a coatact to fumish clcction sErviccs with aoy politicat subdivisiot who
postponcd tbcir clcrtion to Novcmbcr 3, 2020, urdcr thc authority of this proclanation.

Thc original of this proclsmatioo is attached to this lettcr of traosmittal.

March 18. 2020
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Pususnt to his powcrs as Govcmor of the Statc of Tcxas, Grlg Abbou has issucd thc follorying:
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PROCLAMA'TION
BY IHE

(hrlrernst fi t\t Stab fr flaxas

TO ALL TO WT{OII THESE PFESEiIIS S8ALL COTIE:

WHEREAS, Scction 41.001(aX2) of thc Texas Election Codc provides thet a genffal or
special electioo in this statc shall bc hcld oll a uniform electiotr date, afld the rcxt uniform
clection datc is occurring oo May 2, 2020; artd

WHEREAS, Section 49.103 of the Texas Watcr Codc provi&s that ccnain districts
govcmcd by tbis provision aE rcquircd to hold dire€tor elcctioN itr May of cach cvc[-
numbcred year; and

WHEREAS, Scction 4 I .m52 of the Texas Election Code prescribcs a proceduE for a
political subdivision to change a gcncral electio[ date, but the time for makirg such a
changc has expired; and

WHEREAS, Scction 3 I .093 of the Texas Elcctioo Codc rc4uire6 a county elcctions
admhistrator to entcr hto I cofltract to fumish ele.tion scrvicls upotr rrqu$t of a
political subdivision; ard

WHEREAS, Sertion 42.0621(c) of the Texas Elcction Code do€s not rcquire a politcal
suMivision to enter into a contract with a county or hold ajoint clcction with a cou[ty on
the Noyembcr uriform election date; alld

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2@0, the Oovemor of Tcxas ccrtified that thc oovcl
corooavirus (COVID- I 9) poscs an immin€nt thrcat of disastd aod, undcr thc authority
vestld in the Govcrnor by Section 418.014 of the Tcxas Govcmment Code, declarcd a
state of disaster for all coutrtics io Texas; and

WHEREAS, pursuart to Scction 418.016 of thc Tcxas Govemmcnt Code, tbe Govcroor
has the express authority to suspcnd thc provisions ofany Egulatory ststutc pEscribhg
thc proccdurcs for conduct of state busincss or the ordcrs or rulcs of a statc agcncy if
slrict compliance with thc provisions, orders, or rulcs would in any way prcvent, hinder,
or dclay necessary action in copirg with a disastcr.

CurrBnt office holders will hold ovcr to the cxtcnt authorizcd by Afliclc XVI,
Section 17 of th€ Texas CoDstitution.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GREG ABBOTT, covemor of Texas, urdcr thc authority vcsrcd
in me by the Constitution and l,aws of the Statc of Texas, do hereby suspend Scctions
41.0052(a) ard (b) of thc Tcxas Election Codc and Sectioo 49.103 of rhe Texas Warcr
Codc to .the extcnt ncccssary to allow political subdivisioas that would othcrwise hold
elcctions on May 2, 2020, to movc thcir gcncra.l and spccial clcctions for 2020 only to thc
next uniform election date, occuring on November 3,2020, without otberwise adjusting
thc term of offrce. I further suspcnd Secdons 31.093 and 42.0621(c) of thc Tcxas Election
Code to tbe extcnt occcssary to rcquirE all county election olTicers, if Equcst€d by an
affcct d political suM.ivision, to cnter irtto a contract to furnish election scrvices with any
political subdivision who postpon€d their elecdon ro November 3, 2020, under thc
authority of this prcclamation.

The authority ordcrir8 thc clection under Section 3.004 of the Texas Elc.tion
Code is thc authority authorizcd to make the decision to postpone its €lectiol in
accordancc with this proclamation.
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Gotcrltor GrcS Abboa
Msrrh 18,2020 Prgc 2
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IN TESTMONY WHEREOF, I
havc hercto sigrcd tny name and
havc ofricially caus€d thc Scsl of
Srate io be affixcd at my office is the
City of Ausdr, Texas, this thc l8th
day of Marclq 2020.

GREG
Govemor of Texas

ATTESTED BY:

R. }ruGHS
Secrrtary of State
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