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To: Shawn Petri, Superintendent
From: Mike Evans, Director
Date: March 5, 2026

Subject: CTE Update

Automotive & Cosmetology — SkillsUSA

We are incredibly proud of our outstanding students who competed at
the SkillsUSA Leadership Competition on Tuesday, February 24th. Our
contestants represented us with excellence in Automotive, Nails,
Cosmetology, and Esthetics, showcasing their talent, professionalism,
and dedication. Special congratulations to our Esthetics and Automotive
winners who are advancing to the State Competition in April. We are
proud of all our competitors for stepping up, gaining valuable experience,
and giving their very best effort.

MCAN Pathways Award

At the February CEPD Meeting, the Michigan College Access Network
(MCAN) honored Michigan’s Career Education Planning Districts with
Pathway Awards, recognizing outstanding leadership in expanding
high-quality, career-aligned Career and Technical Education (CTE)
programs. COOR ATIC and Kirtland Community College received a
Pathway Award for their continued collaboration and shared commitment
to student success. Through this partnership, ATIC and KCC currently
serve 100 dual-enrolled students and 7 Early/Middle College (EMC)
students.

KCC/FSU Campus Visits

In early February, Automotive, Construction, and Welding students
visited Ferris State University’s campus, while Med Occupations and
Public Safety students toured Kirtland Community College. These visits
provided students the opportunity to explore academic programs and
experience campus life firsthand.

Local School Tours

Grayling tours, Mio presentations, and Fairview tours were held to
generate interest in CTE programming, targeting current 10th and 11th
grade students. Current CTE students led tours and shared firsthand
insight into what to expect from the programs. Many students left excited
and have already pre-registered for next year’s courses.
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Artendance matters for CTE students because you can't
build real-world skills if you're not there to practice
them S-hgwmg Wp Means hands-an lea ming, teamwork,
and problem-solving tied directly to future careers. In
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Every day you show up, you're training like a professional. actions matter, and choesing kindness, inclusion, and
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and will not be tolerated. Ever}r student deserves to feel safe,

respected, and supported in our schoal community. Words and

can learn and succeed. Any behavior that targets, intimidates,

IM PORTANT DATES or harms another person will be addressed promptly and

appropriately.
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